






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































263

Women's Legal  Awarenes s

Dur ing the in i t ia l  phase of  the current  Status of  Women

o r o i e c t .  a  s t u d y  w a s  m a d b  o f  w o m e n ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  L h e  N a t i o n a l
i " e " i - c . a "  i e " . t i t " t t  ,  l g T g ) .  T h e  s t u d y  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  N e p a l ' s

fu idamenta l  laws on proper ty ,  inher i tance,  marr iage and

d i v o r c e  s t i l l  r e f l e c t  t h e  p a t r i l i n e a l  ,  p a t r i a r c h a L  o r i e n t a -
i io t - r  o f  the ancient  Hindu bodes f rom whlch they or ig inated '

D e s p i  t e  r e c e n f  l a w s  - -  n a n y  p a s s e d  d u r i n g  T n r e r n a t i o n a l
t i " r ! " ' r  Y e e r  i n  | g l 5  - -  w h i c h  h a v e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  m a r k e d
i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  w o m e n ' s  o f f i c l a l  l e g a l  s t a L u s ,  t h e  N a t j o n a l
i " ! i f  c " a .  s t i L l  d o e s  n o t  f u 1 l y  r e f l e c t  l - h e  i d e a l  o f  s e x u a l

e q i a l i t y  b e f o r e  t h e  L a w  a s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  N e p a l ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n '
the studv a lso quest ioned whether  the fuLl  impact  of  the
r e c e n t  L L g i s l a t i o n  h a d  a c t u a l l y  r e a c h e d  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o t

Nepalese women who l ive in  the rura l  areas.  To what  extent
, rL rot . t t  aware of  the i r  actuaL legal  r ights  under  the new

Nat ional  Code and to what  extent  are they st i lL  act ing -on
the basis  of  local ized customary Larv and the former Code
( w h i c h  o p e n L y  s u p p o r t e d  b o t h  s e x u a l  a n d  c a s t e  i n e q u a l i t i e s )  ?

I n  o r d e r  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  l e v e l  o f  " 1 e g a 1  L i t e r a c y "  a m o n g

the women of  BakundoL and to get  a bet ter  idea of  the
p r e v a  I  I  i n g  n o  r m s  c o n c e r n i n g  d l v o r c e  ,  w o m e n '  s  c o n t  r o I  o v e r

i . r r o " u l  i t o p " t . y ,  r h e i r  i i h e r i t a n c e  r i g h t s .  e L c .  a  s i m p l e

toen-ende'd quest ionnai re was adminis tered to one woman in

; ; ; i - r  ; i - i h " - 3 5  s a m p l e  h o u s e h o l d s .  T h e  q u e s t i o n s  a s k e d  a n d

t h e  r e s D o n s e s  g i v e n  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  i n  t a b u L a r  f o r m

i i . u l "  4 . j o > .  r t  i s  i m m b d i a t e l y  e v i d e n t  f r o m  t h i s  d a t a  l h a t

tn"  rot " t ]  were qui re knowledgea6le about  some aspects of  the

1 a w  a n d  a l m o s t  f o t a l l y  u n a w a r e  o f  o t h e r s  '  F o r  i n s t a n c e '  b v

p" i " . " t  o f  the responients knew that  i f  the i r  husbands

i io , ret t t  in  a seconb wi fe they would have. the r ight  to  cLaim

t h e i i  s h a r e  o f  t h e  a n c e s t r a l  p r o p e r t y  a n d  r r v e  s e P a r a t e r y ' "

On the other  hand,  none of  the respondents were aware ot  tne

""r - i " t i "g  
ahat  ent i tLes a woman tb ch i ld  suppor t  and 5 years

rr i t r tu t r " . tE.  i f  she obta ins a formal  d ivorce and does not

r e m a r r v .  F o r  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  a n d  m a n y  o f  t h e  o t h e r s ,  a  l a r g e

p"t " . . r t "g .  o f  women had correct  in format ion on some aspecLs

bt  t t r .  t iw but  r^ /ere unaware or  confused about  cer ta in key

o" i . r t " ,  hence vhen the answers were tabulated,  the in ter-

i r e d i a t e  c a t e g o r y  - -  " p a r t i a l l y  k n o w s "  - -  w a s  a d d e d '

T n  t a c t ,  t h e  m o s t  i n f e r e s t i n g  j n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r e d .  , ,
t h r o u g h  t h i s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w a s  o f t e n  n o t  t h e  " q u a n r r t S : t u : . . "

data 5n how many women knew thei r  o f f ic ia l  Legal  r lghts  '  but
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