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EDITOR'S NOTE 

er 
he unwarranted delay in reaching a mutually satisfactory solution is 
only contributing to generate a vicious situation which will help neither 
the Maoists nor the Deuba led Nepali Congress government. IT the 
Maoists are trying to cash in on the weaknesses of Prime Minister Sher 
Bahadur Deuba, naturally they could not be faulted. That Prime 

Minister Deuba has miserably failed to exploit the extra-ordinary global situation and 
force the Maoists to accept his tenus is a clear manifestation of his imbecility cannot be 
denied. At a time when the whole world is suffering from extreme recession and Nepal's 
economy in particular is almost at the verge of bankruptcy, the insensitive expansion 
of his cabinet, totally ignoring all national constraints, has only helped to demonstrate 
his insatiable greed for power and authority. Moreover, even after four months in offic 
he seems to be quite far from achieving his only mandate - the solution of the Maoi 
problem. His utter failure to impress upon Nepal's traditional friend not to grant 
sanctuary to the Maoists, who have been arraigned as terrorists by them, exposes his 
disinclination to solve the problem , and might even prove the lurking doubts in many 
minds that he might be harboring some sympathy for them. Since the early end of this 
vexing issue has become most imperative if the country is to get back to the rails, Prime 
Minister Deuba should lose no time in pressurizing the Maoists to agree to a reasonable 
solution. Since the country cannot wait indefinitely Deuba has to act sine mora. If he 
cannot rise up to the occasion, surely NepaJi Congress has some morc young men with 
better credentials, better morals and better dynamism. 

Time may be running out even for the Maoists. By dilly-dallying to arrive at a 
settlement,theMaoist leadership is not only loosening its grip but also eroding its image 
with the local populace. There was a time when a large section of even the intellectual 
Nepalese community looked up to the Maoist leadership to replace the so called 
democratic leadership that did not hesitate to rape the country. The poor people in 
remote areas hailed them as saviors. But the unimaginative excesses in loot, abduction 
and murder committed by the Maoist cadre have not only struck severe blow to their 
popularity but started generating extreme revulsion towards them. It seems Maoist 
leadership has become sensitive towards such happenings and has made attempts t 

control their cadres. The Maoist leadership should never lose sight of the truth that 
extremism and violence never pay in the end. At a time when the whole country is 
groping for honest patriotic leadership, the Maoist leaders could have met the aspira­
tions of the Nepalese people, had they resorted to mainstream politics. It seems they 
have missed the bus. Not only that, if the reports published in some local weeklies are 
COITeCl, they are giving in to bravadoes that will take them nowhere and only expose 
their immaturity. Instead of sticking to unattainable and illogical demands, the Maoist 
must negotiate with one objective - dismissal of puppet antinational government and 
formation of a caretaker government of honest and patriotic people representing all 
sections of Nepalese society that will conduct next election that will be free and fair. Our 
poor country has been plagued by destabilising activities of the invisible inimical forces 
for more than a decade and ifall the patriotic forces do not join hands to fight this evil , 
the very existence of the nation might be at stake. Will the Maoist leaders take up the 
gauntlet and come forward to unite with the nationalist forces to save the sovereignty 
and independence of the country? • 

Madhav Kumar Rimal 
Chief Editor& Publisher 
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Playing Politics 
Everybody is playing poli­

lies with theconstitutioo. (''lde­
als and Reality". SPOTLIGHT, 
November 9). The leaders are 
changing their tune everyday. A 
leader of a party says one thing, 
which is immediately refuted 
by another leader of the same 
party, What is this nonsense? 
Havenft our leaders gained 
enough maturity in the last 12 
years of meddling with this sys­
tem? It does not seem so. The 
presentcollstitulion isa fine one. 
While it may not be a perfect 
one (which one is?), there is no 
need to discard it as demanded 
by the Maoists. What are these 
Maoists up to, any way? Do 
they think that their pre-historic 
views are going to stand the test 
of Ihe 2 I st century') They are 

living in the past. Let them. 
Giridlzar KC 

Balaju 

A Whipping Boy 
The constitution has be­

come a favoritc whipping boy 
for the leaders who failed 10 

deliver in the past one decade 
("Ideals and Reality", SPOT­
LIGHT, November 9). It is ri­
diculous la surmise that people 
believe corruption was insti­
gated by the constitution or, for 
that matter. crime was encour­
aged by the document. Thecon­
stitlltion is not an end in itself. It 
is the means by which the col­
lective goal of a nation can be 
reached. In fact, it is mere com­
mitment to abide by the rules 
while achieving the goal. At 
present, there is no need to bring 
about any amendment to the 
document. 

Salislt Hasnet 
Gairidhara 

Abandon Rigidity 
No constitution is rigid. 

SPOTLIGHT/NOVEMBER 23, 2001 

Thwarted Develop­
ment 

Apropos the cover story 
"Ideals and Reality" (SPOT­
LIGHT, November 9), Il is 
dear that nothing is wrong with 
the present constitution of the 
country. In fact, any system is 
as good as people who run it. 
Therefore, there can be no jus­
tification for blaming all the 
woes of the country on the 
constitution, It is apparent that 
whoever is trying to amend or 
scrap the present consulution 
are doing !ilO for their vested 
mterest. Who will benefit by 
unsetlling the system' Not the 
people, for sure. 

Dinesh Hisla 
Satdobato 

The same is true with ours. 
("Ideals and Reality", SPOT­
LIGHT, November 9). Timely 
amendments are welcome. But 
those calling for amendments 
should first make clear which 
provisions they want to amend 
and why. If the public is con­
vinced, it can be done. How­
ever, baseless allegations 
against the constitution are 
rooted in cynicism. Despite the 
constitution not being beyond 
reproach. there should not be 
unjustified demands that could 
upset the democratic system. 

Pradeep Kumar Thapa 
Ghanekula 

Confusion And Chaos 
The endless statements 

against theconstitutioo have led 
to confusion and chaos among 
the peop le~ ("Ideals and Real­
ity", SPOTLIGHT, November 
9). The common Nepali is con­
fused whether h is woes are a 

result of the constitution. To 
cover up their illegal acts and 
wrongdoing. politicians are 
pointing fingers at the constitu­
tion. Then there is a group of 
guerrillas who claim to repre­
sent the people and at the same 
time fear rule through theballol. 
The trigger-happy bunch is also 
working 10 undennine the con­
stitution. The situation is truly 
chaotic. 

Jeevall Gurllllg 
New Baneshwore 

Stability Is The Key 
The proclamation of Prince 

Paras as the Crown Prince by 
King Gyanendra was not unex· 
pected ("Conlinuity And Sta­
bility". SPOTLlGHT, Novem­
ber 9). Nepal being a counlry 
with diverse ethnic communi­
ties. the monarchy had func­
tioned as a rallying point, estab~ 
lishing ilself as the key 10 na­
lional stability. The proclama­
tion of the Crown Prince is 
bound LO have a positive effect. 
Time demands all Nepalese to 
shrug off their prejudices and 
work towards strengthening the 
stability of their nation. 

Gauri SIlrcstlla 
Sanepa 

Trade Talks 
India does need to show 

magnanimjlY in dealing with its 
smaller ncighbor like Nepal 
("Coming Closer?" SPOT­
LIGHT.November9),The 1996 
trade trealy had opened up op­
ponunities for Nepal to narrow 
its trade deficit with India. But 
now, Indian officialdom wants 
10 set things in reverse gear by 
refusing to renew the treaty.ln~ 
dia knows that Nepal is hugely 
dependent on its southem neigh­
bor on mallers of trade. How­
ever, resorting to aIm-twisting 
will not help Indiais interest in 
the long run. 

SI!iva Natl! Lamsaf 
Kopundole 
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NEWSNOTES 

Princess Prekshya Dies 
In Chopper Crash 

Less than six months after her hus­
band, Dhirendra Shah, died from injuries 
sustained during the June I sboot-out in the 
royal palace, Princess Prekshya died on 
Monday in a helicopter crash in Rara lake 
in Mugu district. She was traveling in a 
Fishtail Air chopper along with five other 
people. Palace official Dan Bahadur Shahi, 
Iswor Basnet, an acquaintance. and the 

Late Princess Preyksha 

pilot, Rabin Kadaria. are missing and pre­
sumed dead. The remaining two, Lt.-Col. 
Or. Rishi Khatri and SharadaSingh Suwal, 

. the personal physician and personal atten-
dant of the princess respectively, were in­
jured and flown to Kathmandu for treat­
ment. The police, army and local officials 
have launched an intensive search opera­
tion. According to initial reports, the royal 
party chartered the helicopter early on 
Monday in Nepalgunj for what appeared to 
be a sight-seeing tour of Rara lake and 
surrounding areas. It first flew to Shcy 
Phoksundo lake in Dolpa district and then 
went to Rara lake. From there, it tookoffat 
II :25 am for Surkhet, but immediately 
crashed into the lake. An eyewitness told 
reporters that the helicopter had taken off 
from the nearby army helipad and crashed 
lwontinutes later. after one of its propellers 
hit the water. Princess Pre~shya is survived 
by three daughters. The late princess had 
been in Nepalgunj for a few days with her 
two daughters. She had gone there to settle 
a dispute in the Laxmi Rosin and Turpen­
tine Industry, which she owned. Leadillg 
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dailies reporl Nov. 13. 

Ganga, Jamuna Arrive 
In Kathmandu 

Ganga and Jamuna, the Nepalese 
Siamese twins who underwent the world's 
first successful separation surgery at a 
Singapore hospital last year, arrived in 
Kathmandu Sunday morning. Family 
members and close relati ves, amid a crowd 
of reporters and pholOjournalists, wel­

comed the twins at 
the Tribhuvan [nter­
national Airport. The 
twins returned home 
after doctors in 
Singapore said they 
were medically 
stable. Accompanied 
by their mother, 
grandparents and a 
doctor, Ganga and 
Jamuna were rushed 
to their temporary 

residence in th e 
Nepalese capital af-
ler their arrival 
aboard a Singapore 

Airlines plane. The twins' father, Bhusan 
K. c., said he was elated to receive his 
daughters back in good condition. Dr. . 
Basanta Panta, chief of the Department of 
Neurosurgery at the Kathmandu Model 
Hospital, who accompanied the twins fi'om 
Singapore, said the chi ldren did not have 
any major complications. They would 
mainly be provided with rehabilitation 
services, he added. Dr. Panta said no spe-

cial medical care was required for them. 
Born at the Maternity Hospital in 
Kathrnandu] 8 monlhsago. the twins were 
taken to Singapore in October last year 
where surgeons separated the babies con­
joined at the head. [n a nearly I aa-hour­
long operation in April, surgeons at the 

Singapore General hospital detached the 
two babies, creating medi cal history. The 
babies were then discharged to the Inten­
sive Care Unit in the same hospital for 
postoperative management. Dr. PallIa said 
a medical team would supervise the health 
of the twins regularly in Kathmandu and 

would keep in touch with the doctors . 
Singapore. Doctors said the children wou 
need to go back 10 S ingapore within six 
months to onc year in order 10 reshape 

their skulls. Leadillg dailies report Nov. 
19. 

US May Provide 10 
Helicopters 

The US government has promised to 

provide Nepal 10 n)odern helicopters to 
fight terrorism , according to a senior 
NepaJeseofficial. "As a part crits effort to 

eliminate international terrorism, the 
United States has promised to provide us 
with 10 modem bullet-proof helicopters," 
said Devendra Raj Kandel. Minister of 
State for Home . Addressing a party gath­
ering in the western town of Pokhar. 
Kandel said, "Those he licopters are being 
sought to protect the nation's integrity. 
and they can also be used against the 
terrorist activities of Maoi sts." He said 
negotiations to this effect were mov ing on 

pusitively with the 
US government and 
that Nepal was fairly 
confident of acquir­
ing them. "Even if 
the US does not pro­
vide us the choppers, 
wc will buy them 
anyway." Hc said the 
acquisition oflhe he­
licopters would help 
end the practice of 
chartering helicop­
ters for police opera-

~~;:~~~~~~~::~~-=~~-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-:,,;-;-;~~~~~~~=:;:I tion s. Leadillg dai-..: PhOIO : G.,r1.:hapJlrJ lies report Nov. 12. 
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NEWSNOTES 

US Firm Gets RBB 
Management Contract 

The board of directors of Nepal Rastra 
Bank, the central bank, has selected a US 
company, Deloine Foichu Tomatsu, to run 
the loss-making state-owned bank, the 
Rastriya Banijya Bank (RBB) under a 
management contract initiall y fortwo years. 
According to a daily newspaper, the US 

company had demanded US$ 5.9 million 
in its financial proposal as management fee 
from the government as against the pro­
posal ofUS$ 8.1 million by Arthur Ander­
son, a British company. TIle management 

onLract 15 pan of the government's finan-
cial-sectorreform program being launched 
under a US$ 25 million loan assistance 
from the World Bank. The process of hand­
ing over the management of Nepal Bank 
Limited, another loss-making state-owned 
bank, is also under way. Space Time Nov. 
19. 

Solar-Powered 
Villages In Tanahu 

The use of solar power for electrifica­
tion is gaining popularity in villages of 
Tanahu district. While most people are 
using electricity for lighting and running 
fans, radios and other ligh~ appliances in 
Raipur Village of iIle district, 25 families 
are watching colour television using solar 
power. In the village, 61 houses have in­
stalled solar sets and there is a demand for 
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another 50selS. In some of the mid-western 
and weStern districts ofthecountry, such as 
Tanahu, Syangja, Kaski, Baglung, Parbat, 
Myagdi, Gulmi, Arghakhachi, Lamjung, 
Gorkha, Palpa, Chit wan, more than 2,000 
people have benefited from some 15,000 
solar sets. A home photovoltaic system 
costs between Rs. 10,000 and Rs. 40,000 
per set. The government provides a sub­
sidy of Rs. 8,000 per set for remote areas, 
Rs. 10,000 for moderately remote areas 
and Rs. 12,000 for very remote areas. In 
addition, the customers also get regular 
maintenance services along with a two­
year guarantee for the solar equipment and 
a 25-year guarantee for the solar panel. 
Nepal Samac/rarpatra Nov. 8. Vehicles 

Vehicles Use Kerosene 
Instead Of Diesel 

According to petroleum dealers and 
some vehicle entrepreneurs, more than 50 
percent of the trucks and buses in Birganj 

ton. Close to 500 buses and trucks depan 
from Birganj to different partsofthecoun­
try every day. Although the use of kero­
sene reduces the operating costs, it dam­
ages the vehicles and increases emissions. 
Kalltipllr Nov. 8. • 

are using kerosene 
instead of diesel. Al­
though Nepal Oil 
Corporation officials 
admit that vehicles 
are using kerosene in 
place of diesel and 

. ADVERTiSEMENT -
. TARIFF 

say they are autho- PO TL I G H T 
rized La impose

l 
________ _ 

NA TlONAL NE \\'SMAGAZINE strong penalties on 
those doing this, no 
action has been Color Black & White 

taken. Most petrol 
pumps are openly 
supplying kerosene 
to buses and trucks. 

Front Cover Ins ide 
Back Cover 
Back Cover InSide 

As the price of kero-
sene, which is subs i- Any Page Inside 

dized by the govern-
ment, is Rs. 8.50 less Full Page 
than diesel.this prac- Half Page 
tice has resulted in Quarter Page 
lower operating costs Special Pull-nut 
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and reduction in Minimum Four-page 
fares. Previously 

Rs. 45.000.00 Rs 30.000.00 

transportation of 
goods from Birganj 
to Kathmandu used 
to cost up to Rs. 9,000 
per ton. Now it has 
gone down to Rs. 
6,000 or Rs 7,000 per 

For details, contact: 
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Ph: 977-1) 423127, Kathmandu 
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BRIEFS 

for last rites 

PERPLEXED BY THE MANNER IN WHICH THE UPPER 
House returned. without discussion, the Bin to Amend lheCivil Code 
( 11th Amendment) passed by the Low~r House, women's rights 
activists have urged lawmakers to pass the measure as soon as 
possible. They say thal despite being riddled with many discrimina­
tory provisions. the bill would establi sh some of their rights. Accord­
ing la Dr. Shanta Thapaliya. a lead ing women's rights activist, the bill 
could solve 50 percent of the problems of women. She urged the 
lawmakers to immediately pass the bill, which has come under sharp 
public scrutiny as well as intense debate. Activists are demanding 
equal property rights to daughters. Thegovernmenl. however. passed 
the bill from the Lower House afte r including a provision that required 
women to return such property once they were married. 

PEOPLE LIVING IN DADHlKOTVlLLAGE IN BHAKTAPUR 
have fonned a committee to oppose the establishment of brick kilns 
in their locality. Local residents claim that pollutants from the brick 
kilns are responsible for respiratory diseases in chi ldren. They also 
blame brick industri es for the loss of soi l fert ility through their use of 
top layersoil. Kantipurdaily quoted Ram Krishna Karki, coordinator 
of the locaJ committee as say ing that the local people had filed a 
protest letter with the Department of Small and COllage Industries 
(DSCI) against the establishment of new brick kilns. He said that two 
years ago. they had collected 434 signatures and submitted protest 
letters to various government organizations, including the District 
Administrat ive Office, DSCI, and Ministry of Population and Envi­
ronment . urging them to remove existing brick kilns from the area. 
Almost all the brick kilns located in the area arc accused of violating 
the government's environment protection regulations, 

SEVENTY· TWO MPS FROM THE RULING NEPALI CON· 
gress party have demanded a judicial probe into the road accident 
involving their party chiefGirija Prasad Koirala. On Saturday (Nov. 
10). a jeep carrying the former prime ministcr had collided with a 
mini-truck while he was returning to capital from Bancpa. Koirala and 
others in the vehicle were unhurt. In ajoint statement, the parliamen­
tanans said such a SenSilive issue demanded more than an ordinary 
probe. 

PRIME MINISTER SHER BAHADUR DEUBA HAS PROM· 
ised to set up a DaJit Commission during the winter session of the 
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parliament. "1 assure you that Bill on Dalil Commission will be 
tabled in the 2 1s1 sess ion or the parliamt:nt:' he ~ald in an address 
to a workshop on the state's rcsponsibility to cnd untouchability 
and the stale of Bill on Dalit Commission. Deuba said the country 
could develop only if there is equality and urged all political 
parties, including the underground Maoists, to cooperate with 
the government in ending untouchabi lity. The workshop was orga­
nized by Mukti Samaj and the Infannul Sector Service Center. 

A CHARTERED TWIN OTTER PLANE OF YETI AIRLINES. 
a private company, escaped an accident Saturday after a haw~ hit its 
cockpit near Lamra village in the remot~ northern district or Jl1J11la. 
The aircrart was transporting food belonging to Nepal Food Corpo­
ration from Surkhet to lumla in the mid western region. Captain Kosh 
8ahadur Thapa received minor injuries on his head. The other three 
crewrnembcrs were unhurt. The plane was badly damaged, T 
mishap occurred just two minutes before the plane was scheduled 
land at lumlaairport, offic ials said. TIle crew wasairliftecJ to Ncpalgunj. 
Captain Thapa has returned 10 the capital. 

CONTRACTORS BASED IN NUWAKOT DISTRICT HAVE 
confiscated construction equipmcnt belonging to the ~tate-owncd 
National Construct ion Company Nepal (NCCN), prote~ting against 
the government's decision not to employ local comractQrs. The 
government has hired NCCN for tJle construction or a bridge and 
maintenance of the 19-km long Dcvighat-Galchhi road in the district 
at a cost of Rs 20 million. Kantipurdaily quoted the local contractors 
as saying lhey cou ld complctc the job at half the allotted sum. They 
alleged that the NCCN sub-contracted the job 10 othcr compan ies by 
taking certain percentage as commission. Chairman or the local 
comractors' association, Bharat Khadka. said the governmcnt would 
benefit by encouraging competition. 

A SPEECH PROGRAM ON THE PROMOTION OF PEACE 
through education was held recently in Kathmandu by the National 
Federation of UNESCO Associations of Nepal. Speaking Oil the 
occasion. Ramesh Nath lo~hi. an ecJucmionist and acting prcsident I 
of the federation, said a peaceful society could be built by including 
peace in the education curriculum so that chi l dr~n learn about its 
significance since their formative years. Minister or State for 
Education N.P. Saud was also present in the program. lashi also 
received a prestigious lamesT. Doty award presented to him by the 
US-based organization called People to Peoplc International for his 
contribUlion to build peace . • 
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QUOTE UNQUOTE 

"W ill the representatives come from another planet if an election for a constituent assembly is held?" 

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba, criticizing the Maoists ' demandfor a constituent assembly to 
draft a new constitution, in Gorkhapatra. 

"This shows the government's weak­

ness." 
Girija Prasad Koirala. fa nner prime 
l1Iillisterand president afru/ing Nepali 
Congress. criticizing thegovemmellt 's 
tlecisiol110 repeal/he public security 
regulations ill respollse to the Maoists' 
demand, ill Kanlipur. 

* * * 
"Th · d ··· d d " elr eCISlOn IS gOD an correct. 

Krislma Prasad Bhattarai. former 
prime minister alld senior leader of 
the ruling Nepali Congress. com­
l1Ielllillg on the Maoists ' decision to 
abolition their demand/ora republic. 
ill Kanlipur. 

* * * 
"F . f .. ram the standpomt 0 constitutIOnal 

development, the last I I years were not 
on ly positive but also encouraging. But 
from the standpoint of political decision­
making. these years were not only negative 
but also discouraging." 

Dr. Surya Dllllllgel. constitutionaL 
expert, in Deshantar. 

'" * * 

:100 
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"A 

* * * 
I lutvt! tretited it 

NDW, YDLI ""'"'~ ope,.., ':jDl/r 

Sd cn'S tetter fyolTf'l 
abrOQd. 

s the ~eeting decided to give priority 

to least developed countries for the mem­
bership of the World Trade Organization 
(WTO), it will help our bid." 

Bha,," Prasad Acharya, Secreta!)1 at 
the Ministry of Indusl1),. Commerce 
and Sllpplies, afterretumillgfrom the 
WTO Doha cOllfere nce, in 
Gorkhapatra. 

* * * 

"T he Nepalese government announced 

several incent ives for Information Tech­
nology at a time when thi s sector is head­
ing towards recession from boom. Per­
haps we lost opportunities because of the 
delay." 

AI/ell B. Tllladhar. chief execlltive of 
Unlimited NUII/edia. a software com­
pany, ill Gorkhapatra. 

* * * 
"W . e Will stage a hunger strike after 

Tihar." 
Dhojmall Moktau . karate gold med­
allist ill the 8tll South Asian Federa­
tion gallles. reJe n :ill g to the 
govemmel11' sfailllre to keep ifS prom­
ise of providing land alld propert)' to 
all Nepaligold medallisfs in the games . . 
in Spacetime daily. 

* * '" 
"S he eats everything I tell her not to. 

Who will marry her if she gains more 
weight? Wc arc scared." 

Ram Prasad Bhallarai. father of 
Coma KUl/lari Bhattarai, who at J 8 
years weighs 118 kg. expressing con­
cem over his daughter's obesify, ill 
Spacetime daily. 

* * * 
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OFF THE RECORD 

Deuba's Woes 
Supporters of Prime Min­

ister Sher Bahadur Deuba ap­
peared a larmed when his pre­
decessor. G irija Prasad 
Koirala, began a whirlwind 
LOur of the country. Although 
Koirala has not yet unleashed 
his customary full-blown criti­
cism of a government led by a 
party colleague, Deuba's fol-

lowers see the fanner prime 
minister's tour as part of a 
plan to topple their leader. 
There are ample reasonS for 
suspicion, though. When no 
followers ofDeuba are in vited 
to Koirala's mass meetings. 
the prime mini ster' s men have 
to rely on speculatio n, rather 
than first-hand information, 
on the rival camp's strategy. 
And suspicion fuels further 
suspic ion . After completing 
100 days in office, Deuba 
aides feel their boss's troubles 
have begun. Whatever the 
motives of Koirala, Deuba is 
desperately looking for some 
reassurance. If they are kept 
in the dark for LOO long, Deuba 
supporters might decide to 
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launch a pre-emptive strike 
by openly criticizing the rival 
camp. 

Poudel's 
Double-speak 

Former deputy prime min­
ister and Nepali Congress Cen­
tral Committee member Ram 
Chandra Poudel has again 
proved his gift for double­
speak. Since his resignation 
from the Girija Prasad Koirala 
cabinet a few months ago, 
Poude\ has failed to find a com­
fortable place in internal party 
politics. Prime Minister Sher 
Bahadur Deuba and Koirala 
are cold-shouldering Poudel. 
The man has become a leader 
without allies within the party. 
To regain ground, however, 
Poudel has chosen the path of 
opportunism. Two weeks ago, 
when Poudel shared adais with 
Deuba, he hailed the prime 
minister's role in dealing with 
the Maoists and criticized 
Koirala. Last week, when Pou­
del was with Koirala in the 
eastern town of Jhapa. he 
spared no time in defending 
Koirala's role in forming pub­
lic opinion against the Maoists. 
Since one of hi s contemporar­
ies is the prime minister and 
the grand old man of the Nepali 

Poudel : Back and forth 

Congress is showing no signs 
of vacating the top party posi­
tion an~ time soon, Poudel does 
not see a viable alternative to 
speaking from both sides of 
his mouth. 

Sparring 
Speakers 

Relations between House 
of Representatives Speaker 
Taranath Ranabhat and his 

Ranabhat : Chilly relations 

predecessor, Daman Nath 
Dhungana, seem to have hit a 
new low. At a recent talk pro­
gram organized to discuss the 
constitution, the two men 
spent most of their limecom­
paring and contrasting their 
own roles. It was not clear 
what drew the two men into a 
competition to establish their 
supremacy in a public forum. 
But the tone and tenor of the 
exchange provided e no ugh 
evidence of the chi ll that has 
set in. 

Political Ritual 
When it comes to cel­

ebrating, Nepalese leaders 
have some peculiar charac­
teristics. The birthday of the 
head of state, national day and 
other anni versaries are i mpor­
tant occasions for rejoicing. 
But the way leaders celebrate 

Constitution Day is rather 
strange. ·Although all politi­
calleaders violate key const i­
tutional provisions day in and 
day out, they find Constitu­
tion Day an opportune time 10 

realize their mistakes. If any­
thing, our leaders need to cel­
ebrate Constitution Day ev­
ery day of the year by firmly 
adhering to its letter and spi rit. 

Deuba-NepaJ 
Duel 

When leader of the m 
opposi ti on Madhav Kumar 
Nepal's described Prime Min­
ister Sher Bahadur Deuba as 
an immobile lump ofnesh . the 
premier was certain ly not 
amused. Nepal" s characteriza­
tion came in the context of his 
accusation that Deuba was little 
marc than <l power-hungry 
politician. The.! premier didn't 

find the opposi tion leader"s 
metaphor particularly apt. Al­
though he li stened to Nepal 's 
blistering criticism with calm, 
Dcuba launl,;hed his own ti ­
rade against the opposit ion 
leader, saying that he lacked 
paticll l,;c. However, could the 
premier really have ignored 
the reality that a patient oppo­
sition leader is a contradiction 
in term s? • 
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NATIONAL 

CONSTITUTION DAY 

Ritualistic Respect 
It is time 10 discuss concrete programs of social and economic transfonna­
lion rather than dwell on abstract ideas on amending the constitution 

stitution. Several prime ministers, chief jus­
tices and members of parliament have been 
replaced. 

''It is too early to evaluate overall per­
fonnanceofthcconstitution.'·saidRanabhat 
"We are yet to practice and implement all 
the articles of the constitution." 

But other senior leaders are in ravar of 
an amendment. ''If improvements are re­
quired, then the constitution should be 

By KESHAB POUDEL constitution would open a Pandora's box. amended," said Madhav Kumar Nepal, 
"The constitution must be allowed to general secretary ofCPN-UML, who was a 

A la lime when the country is facing evolveanddevelop,"saidTaranath Ranabhat. member of the panel that drafted the.consti-
maniFold challenges in the field of speaker of the House of Representatives. tution. "The process of amending the con-

social and economic transformation. addressing a program organized by theSoci· stitution is nothing new in a democracy." 
palese politicians and intellectuals are ety for Constitutional and Parliamentary This is not the first time that politicians 

Ivolved in an unending debate on the Con- Exercises (SCOPE) on the 11U] anniversary have been raising questions about the con-
stitution of Kingdom of Nepal 1990 which of the promulgation of the constitution. 'There stitution. In fact. such questions began to be 
has nothing to do with the overall develop- is no need to go for amendment." raised from the day after His late Majesty 
ment drive of the country. During its II years of existence. the King Birendra promulgated it in 1990. 

The Maoist insurgency broke out in constitution has set many nonns and values Despite the sense of cynicism gripping 
1996 following a decision by the Supreme and evolved itself into a well-accepted docu- the political environment today, it is clear 
Court to reinstate the House of Representa- mcnt. The executive, judiciary and legisla- that the constitution has been successful in 
lives. In the first five years under developing a system of democratic 
the new constitution, the country governance through the institutions 
saw only two prime ministers. But under it. Three naLional elections 
after the Supreme Coun's deci- and two local polls have been held 
sion. Nepal has seen six prime under the constitution. "The con-
ministers. "If efforts 10 amend the stilulion is a document based on 
constitution are made. the country certain principles of checks and 
will beplunged into furtherchaos," balances." said Puma Man Shakya, 
says apolitical analyst. "As there is president of SCOPE. 

a mechanism to internally improve In developed countries like the 
the constitution, touching the con- United Slates. United Kingdom. 
titution is not going to fulftll the Japan. Germany and developing 
terest of any party:' he says. countries like India. no one indulges 

After a few years of relative in needless debates overtheconsti-
stability and peace. controversies tution. as it is regarded as a docu-
have been arising regularly fol- D"m,om,trau)rs ......... _ .... _-_ ..... ment capable of refinement through 
lowing the Supreme Court'S mis- _ _ _ _ ___________________ effective practice. Although the 
interpretation of constitution in United Kingdom has no written 
1995. The decision also paved the way for ture have been exercising the roles and duties constitution, it is regarded as a model de-
seemingly unending assigned by the constitution. Although lhere mocracy in the world. 

political uncertainty as well as chaos are many shortcomings in the functioning Politicians from almost all Nepalese 
and violence. Although the decision has anddecision-makingprocessoftheseinstitu- parties. most with litlle or no understanding 
been accepted by all, it has stripped the tions, they have been able to improve their of constitutional practices. have been lead-
prime minister of his ability to discipline perfonnance with the passage of time. iog the debate on amending or abrogating 
members bydisSolvingthe HouseofRepre- Although the pace is too slow. the the constitution. citing the larger interest of 
sentatjves~ which is a leading cause of constitution is taking Nepaltowardpolitical the country. As long as it functions prop-
today's political instability. stabilization and the consolidation of rule of eriy, the constitution does not need to be 

The Nepali Congress, which secured law. After the mysterious killings at the amended. Where certain improvements are 
an absolute majority in the las\election, has Royal Palace that convulsed the nation. the required, it is capable of developing its own 
secnlhreeprimeministersinitstwoandhalf constitution proved its resilience by func- mechanisms. What would really be in the 
years in power. When a small misinterpre- tioning nonnally. A new king has been national interest is a healthy debate on ways 
tation by the court can bring such unbear- enthroned and a new crown prince has been of accelerating the social and economic 
able instability and chaos. amending the proclaimed underthe provisions of the con- development the constitution envisages .• 
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HEALTH 

Remedial Risks 
Doctors urge you to get help for seasonal 
allergies 

BY AKSHAY SHARMA 

N ow that fall is in full swing with 
falling leaves and shorter daylight 

hours, people are stocking up on over-the­
counter remedies for allergies. But non­
prescription antihistamines and deconges­
tants can have serious side effects, some 
of which you might not even notice while 
you are taking them, And many people 
don't respond to them at all. That's why 
doctors advise allergy sufferers 
to get tested, get treated, and get 
better. 

"Allergies affect up to 30 
percent of the population, and 
their toll is increasing world­
wide , The disease often lasts 
year-round, but has spring, sum­
mer, and fall variations caused 
by different airborne pollens or 
fungal spores, From mid-August 
through the first frost, weeds are 
the major trigger for much of the 
coun try ," says Dr Surendra 
Maharjan, 

'machine gun' sneezing is common with 
allergies, Nasal secretions are thin and 
colorless with allergies, thick and opaque 
with a cold, Colds are often accompanied 
by a fever, sore throat, or cough, Colds are 
usually gone within 14 days," he adds, 

Some people just tough it out with 
their allergy symptoms, and others rely on 
over-the-counter medications for relief. 
"The problem is that non-prescription anti­
histamines have a sedating effect, and two­
thirds of those who take them aren 't even 

Unfortunately, it ' s a little People in street: Vul nerable to allergies? 

more complicated than that. 
"Wann temperatures and a lot of rain can 
lengthen the pollen season, no matter 
where you live," says an allergy and im­
munology special ist, "And throughout the 
year, outdoor maids can increase sud­
denly without any set pattern," 

That's why it can be so hard to tell the 
dirference between a cold and seasonal 
allergy, Dr. Maharjan says, adding that 
the medical tenn allergic rhinitis is often 
the diagnosis when patients say they can't 
shake a cold, "But the sYl1,lptoms are quite 
a bit different," he says, 

"Here are some ways to tell the dif­
ference: Itching ofthe nose, ears, or mouth 
is a hallmark of allergies, Spasmodic or 

IQ 

aware that they're sedated," says another 
allergy and immunology specialist. 

Dr. William E. Berger, the author of 
"Allergies and Asthma for Dummies", 
says that over-the-counter decongestants 
also pose a risk. "Decongestants raise 
your blood pressure and heart rale, so they 
shouldn't be taken with other stimulants 
I ike diet pills," he says. He also warns that 
they should not be taken with the class of 
drugs called MAO inhibitors, like Nardil 
and Parnate, which are used to treat de-
pression. 

Dr. Berger advises allergy sufferers 
to talk with their doctors before taking 
non-prescription remedies, especially if 

they have high blood pressure, heart dis­
ease, asthma, or thyroid problems. He 
also offers some simple techniques for 
avoiding seasonal triggers: "Stay inside 
early in the morning and late in the after­
noon. Keepwindowsc losed whi leathome 
or in the car. Take a shower as soon as you 
get home," 

IT these measures fail , you may want 
to seek medical treatment for seasonal 
allergies, For mild symptoms, your doctor 
can prescribe a non-sedating antihista­
mine, says Dr. Prasanta Barakoti. 

"If symptoms are more severe, they 
can be managed with a nasal steroid spray 
like Flonase or Nasonex, along with ~ 
antihistamine-decongestant combination 
like Allegra-D or Claritin-D," he says, 

Dr. Barakoti, who helped write a set 
of national rhinitis guidelines, that most 
patients have a combination of seasonal 
and year-round allergies, "In some parts 

of the country, pollen and maId 
last so long that the seasons over­
lap," he says , "Many people also 
have indoor triggers, such as dust 
mites, pet dander, and cock­
roaches, making seasonal symp­
toms even worse." 

That's why allergy testing is 
so important, says allergy and 
immunology specialist Dr. Will­
iam Dolan, a professor of pediat­
ries and medicine at the Medical 
College of Georgia in AUgust4 
who is current ly in Kathmandu, 
"If we know what the triggers are, 
we can get a much better handle 
on symptoms," he says. "And 

contrary to popular belief, allergy testing 
isn't painful and doesn't require any in­
jections, We jus\ lift up a few cells, expos­
ing the skin to a small amount of extract" 
of the substance suspected of triggering 
allergy symptoms, 

Forthose who don't respond to drug 
therapy or can't LO lerate it, doctors often 
recommend al lergy shots. "Desensitiza­
tion. involves exposing a patient 10 in­
creasing amounts of various triggers un­
til they ' re symptom free," Dr Dolan says, 
"It's effective and covered by most health 
plans but should start right after the pol­
len season ends to help get ready for next 
year." • 
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THIRD ROUND OF PEACE TALKS 

Deadlock in the Making 
Though the Maoists agree to 'drop' their demand for a republic, the 
government is unlikel y to accepttheir call for a constituent assembly 

By BHAGIRATH YOGI 

~ 
fteT nearly ten weeks, the govern 
ment and Maoist negotiators were 
back at the posh Godavari Village 

esort in the capital valley on the eve of the 
Tihar festival. But they hadnft come any 
closer to resolving the six-year-old insur­
gency. 

Though the three-member Maoist nego­
tiation team led by Krishna Bahadur Mahara 
notified the government that the party had 
decided to drop its demand formaking Nepal 
a republic. it could not convince the govern­
ment negotiators about the need for forming 
an interim government and holding elec­
tions 10 a constituent assembly 6 the two 
major Maoist demands. 

Emerging from the five-hour talks on 
Nov. 12, Mahara told reporters that his party 
could not bow further. "The ball is now in 
the govemmentiscourt." he said. Chief gov­
ernment negotiator Chiranjivi Wag le in­
sisted that as the Maoists had withdrawn 

eir demand for a republic, their other de­
ands could be fulfilled within the ambit of 

the current constitution. 
Though both sides have agreed to sit for 

a fourth round of talks by the end ofNovem­
ber, there is Little they could agree on, ana­
lysts say. As. the government and Maoist 
head toward a virtual deadlock, pressure is 
mounting on the government to deal with 
the rebels in a tough way. ''The Nepali 
Congress can in no way accept the demand 
for a constiruent assembly. The Maoists 
must stop their terrorist acti vi ties now or 
face the consequences," warned Nepali 
Congress President and Fanner prime min­
ister Girija Prasad Koirala. He also criti­
cized Prime Minister SheT Bahadur Deubais 
government for failing to put pressure on the 
rebels. 

The main opposition leader. Madhav 
Kumar Nepal, went one step ahead. Talking 
to reporters in the capital Monday. the UML 
general secretary said, "If the government 
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fails to deliver and still holds on to power, 
we will exert public pressure to unseat Mr. 
Deuba." The UML had disrupted the entire 
19th session of parliament thi s year de~ 
manding the resignation of then-prime min-

. ister Koirala. Nepal was particularly furious 
about the govemmentis inability to protect 
his party cadres from alleged Maoist atroci­
ties. 

Prime Minister Deuba said he was try­
ing his best to find a peaceful solution to the 
six-year-old insurgency. "r will see to it that 
the upcoming fourth round of talks becomes 
decisive," Deuba told reporters in Banepa 
Monday. "There has been a significant im­
provement in the law-and-order situation in 
the country over the last four months." 

But such an 'improvement' had not come 
without a price. Though the rebels have 
stopped emilitary assaultsf on remote. iso­
lated police posts. they have continued their 
spree of extortion, abduction and murder of 
opposition party activists. The government 
had to withdraw the Public Security Regula­
tion and 

begin the process of releasing nearly 70 
rebels to draw the Maoists for the third 
round of talks. 

As the negotiations drag on, the people 
have begun feeling disenchanted. The first 

~-------------------------~ 

round of talks on August 30 was a mere 
formality. In the second round, at the Tiger 
Tops Resort in the mid-western district of 
Bardiya in the middle of September. the 
Maoists fonnally put their agenda to which 
the government made its initial response. 
The third round of talks. too, failed to give 
any way out of the imbroglio. 

The Maoists may be trying to be flexible 
with thegovemment but canftabandon their 
agenda under pressure from their cadres. In 
an interview with the pro-Maoist l anaDisha 
daily Monday. chairman of the Maoist party 
Comrade Prachanda said his organizal ion 
had decided to focu s on elections to the 
constituent assembly "to award the right to 
the sovereign people to decide on the issue 
of republic. 

"Now we have to see if the government 
opposes (our proposal for the elections of) 
theconstiruent assembly under pressure from 
the anti -national and fascist forces or moves 
ahead by taking the people inLoconfidencc," 
he said. 

Analysts say the mere; formality of talks 
and lack of cont inuity on issues raised ear­
lier are likely to undermine the entire exer­
cise. ·'The recent talks have generated noth­
ing but chaos," Dr. Krishna Hachhethu. a 
political scie l1li st, told Kantipur daily . .. It 
seems the local Maoist commanders are 
against the talks and it is unlikely the Maoist 
leadership will join the mainstream if the 
present constitution is amended'" 

Ruling party leaders. however, believe 
the Maoists will still try to convince their 
cadres and join the mainstream. With inter­
national opinion against all forms of terror­
ism growing and major Nepalese political 
parties rejecting their agenda. the Maoists 
seem to be running out of options. "The 
demand for a republic was never a genuine 
one for the Maoists. It only served as a 
cover," said Narahari Acharya. a Nepali 
Congress ideologue and a member of the 
governmentfs nl!gotiating team. " I am not 
sure whether they will continue their de­
mand for constituent assembly. All they 
want is to reach power (through an interim 
govern ment )." 

A little know~ outtit. the ePN (Maoist) 
has emerged as ~ major political force by 
employing sheer violence by launching the 
so-called 'peoplefs war.' The death of nearly 
2,000 people over the last six years might 
pave a way for the insurgent group to share 
power, but the costs of the needless violence 
may prove to be too heavy for the country. _ 
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SPORTS 

ANFAROW 

Tussle Continues 
A year after the bickering began, the leadership of the 
country's apex football body stands more divided 

By SANJAYA DHAKAL 

O nce again the country boasts of 
two parallel football associations 

- one recognized by the National Sports 
Council (and, by extension, the govern­
ment), and the other by the Federation of 
International Football Associations 
(FIFA) and the Asian Football Confed­
eration (AFC). Gita Rana leads the former 
while Ganesh Thapa continues to straddle 
the latter. Both describe themselves as 

Thapa : Buoyed by int'l support 

the elected president of the legitimateAII 
Nepal Football Association (ANFA). 

While the people were celebrating 
Dashain and Tihar.the ANFA leadership 
'11.' locked in a bitter battle. The Thapa 
and Rana camps were unable to bury 
their hatchet. Over the last few weeks, 
Thapa held elections for the association 
unilaterally , like he did last year, in the 
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presence of offic ials from the AFC. 
Once again, he was elected president 
unopposed. 

On the other hand, Rana regained 
ber position by defeating rival Tasi Ghale 
in the contest for the presidency of the 
ANFA . For the last 13 months, she had 
been heading the ad hoccommitteeofthe 
ANFA. She now claims to be leading the 
legitimate ANFA. 

With the two personalities having 
failed to reconcile their differences, the 
loser obviously is going to be Nepalese 
football. As international football gov­
erning bodies like FfFA and AFC are 
steadfastly behind Thapa, the govern­
ment-recogn ized ANFA can be expected 
to face trouble in the days ahead. FIFA 
president Sepp Blatter has already sent a 
letter congratulating Thapa . 

. '[ am going to bring the goal project 
soon," said a confident Thapa after the 
election result was announced. The $1 
miUion project had been awarded to 
Nepal two years ago during his tenure as 
ANFA chief. But it failed to materialize 
after the association was polarized be­
tween the Thapa and Rana camps. 

"He (Ganesh Thapa) breached the 
tripartite agreement reached in Singapore 
by holding the election unilaterally,"· 
alleged Rukma SJB Rana, president of 
Nepal Olympic Committee (NOC) and 
convenor of the ANFA election. He said 
he would work hard to win international 
recognition forthe Gita Rana-Ied ANFA. 

Binod Shankar Palikhey, member­
secretary of the NSC, was more acerbic 
in his comments against Thapa. "We 
\vill see how Thapa will bring money in 
the name of ANFA after this election," 
he was quoted as saying in a daily news­
paper. He even hinted at the possibility 
of impounding Thapa's passport. 

Thapa remains upbeat. He claims 
thataftertheelection , the problems plagu­
ing Nepal's football sector would be 
solved. The election, he said, had to be 
organized hastily because FlFA and the 
AFC had fixed a November 15 deadline. 
He accused Education Minister Amod 
Prasad Upadhyaya, fonner Education 
Minister of State Dilendra Prasad Badu, 
NOC President Rukma SJB Rana and 
NSC Member-Secretary Palikhey of at­
tempting to sabotage the sport. 

The deep fi ssures in the national 
football association have seeped into the 
district associations. Many clubs are di­
vided over whom to support. "This 
really weird. If we support Thapa, we 
will be de-recognized by the govern­
ment-controlled ANFA. And if we sup­
po,! Rana, we will be losing interna­
tional recogniti on. There really is no 
choice. The government must intervene 
to solve this problem soon," said a club 

Rana: Enjoys national recognirion 

manager. 
Nepal lost an opportunity to host the 

World Cup qualifier tournaments last 
year thanks to the bickering among the 
football officials. Yet. they do not seem 
to have learnt any lesson. Unless there is 
a single ANFA recognized nationally as 
well as internationally , the future of 
Nepalese football would remain bleak .• 
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ECONOMY 

WTO MINISTERIAL MEETING Khadka. 
As Nepalese officials hope to accede to the 

WTO by the end of2002. the Doha conference 
gave the Nepali delegation an opportunity to 
learn about the push and pull within the world 
body. "'The Doha meeting has reinforced the 
international comlllu I1It yis commitment toward 
the multilateral trading system lhrough WTO." 
said Dr. Posh Raj Pundey, national program 
director of the UNDP-a~5i I~led Nepal"s Acces­
sion to WTO project ami a member of the 
Nepalese deleg:l1ion. '"For Nepal, the provi­
sion of technical assistance to remove supply 
constraints of the LDCs and formation of a 
working group to study the foreign debt are 
positive developments. Although LDCs could 

Something for Everyone 
The agreement to launch a new trade round may be good news, but 
countries like Nepal need to work hard to enter an open trading regime 

By BHAGIRATH YOGI 

B esides its Al Jazeera TV channel that 
enjoyed exclusive coverage of the Af 
ghan war, the Qatari capita] of Doha 

" as in the news last fortnight for another 
reason. Trade ministers of J 42 member coun· 
tries orlhe World Trade Organization (WTO) 
and several others as observers had gathered in 
thi s Gulf sheIkhdom to discuss promoting free 
trade around the world. 

Though the third ministerial level confer­
cnceofthe WTO failed in Scattle. USA in late 
1999 amid unprecedented protests from dif­
ferent lobbies and a tug-of-war between the 
developed and developing countries on the 
issue of launching a new trade round, the Daha 
conference began on a more 

accommodating note. As the values' of 
liberalization, globali zation and free market 
lay under attack from the global terrorism, the 
members of the multilateral trading regime 
had no alternative to accommodating each 
other's concerns. 

The extended six·day conference (Nov. 9· 
14) adopted a work program, described as 
"broad· based and balanced," in the fonn of 
wo declarations:-'" a main declaration and one 

on intellectual property (TRJPS) and public 
heahh 6 and another on implementation to 
address developing countries! difficulties in 
implememing current WTO agreements. 

The main ministeria l declaration includes 
elaboration of objectives and timetables for 
the current negotiations in agriculture and 
services, negotiations or possible negotiations 
in a range of issues such as 

industrial tariffs, trade and invesrment, 
trade and competition policy, some aspects of 
trade and the environment. implementation. 
and so on. The declaration also called for 
addreSSing "the particular vulnerability of 
leastdevelopedcoumries and the special struc· 
tural difficulties [hey face in the global 
economy." Negotiations under the work pro· 
gram are to be concluded not later than Janu· 
ary 1,2005. Thanks to relentless lobbying by 
the developing countries. the all-night consul­
tations on November 14 agreed to postpone 
negotiations on the issues of investment, com­
petition policy. transparency in governmem 

SPOTLIGHT/NOVEMBER 23. 2001 

purchase and trade facilitation (col let.:ti vely 
ca lled new issues) till 2003. 

On the issue of fixing environmental stan­
dards for trade. the conference proposed to 
start negotiations after the fifth ministerial 

conferenceofthe WTO in 2003. r'7"--... -.,. ••• IIl!I!III~ .. ---.... --"'" 
The developing coumries saw 
the amendment toTRIPS (Trade 
Related intellectual ProperlY 
Rights) to allow countries to 
low priced patented drugs in 
case of a public health emer­
gency as a sigmficant victory. 
For Nepal. prompt accession to 
WTO and preferential access to 
the Leasl Developed Countries 
(LDCs) ill the markets of the 
rich countries were high on the 
agenda. 

Addressing the ministerial 
meeting as an observer, newly 
appointed Minister for Indus- ... _.....; ... ...:::::IL.:._ ...... 
try , Commerce and Supplies . - . 
Puma B,hadur Khadka said Garment Industry: What will be their future? 

meaningful integrationofLDCs into the world 
economy had emerged as a major challenge in . 
the Doha meeting. "Facilitating accession of 
LDCs that have complcted the minimum rc­
quirements with commitments towards WTO 
provisions shou ld bc secn as a logical first step 
in integrating these countries inlo the rule 
based multilateral trading," said Minister 
Khadka. He also welcomed the entry of China 
intoWTO. 

With a view to joining the multilateral 
body, Nepal has completed all the initial man­
~atory requirements. including transparency 
III trade policies and commi tments in goods 
and services sectors. But critics said expecta­
tions of higher levels of commitment than 
those undertaken by the current LDC WTO 
Members, among others. have resulted in such 
a situation that not a single LDC has succeeded 
in acceding to the WTO since its establishment 
in 1995 . 

"We believe trade needs to be considered 
within a broader development context. Nepal 
hopes to achieve the development goals by 
integrating its economy into the multilateral 
trading system with commitment ro the prin­
ciples and provisions of WTO," said Minister 

not get what they expected. every country got 
at least somethlllg out of the Doha meet," 

This is because of the poor bargaining ca­
pacity of the LDCs. said experts. Theycould not 
change substantiall y the ponion related to LDCs 
in the draft declaration. '1l1e bottom line is that 
wc must enhance Ollr competitive strength." 
sa id Prachanda Man Shrestila.joint s.;:cretary at 
the Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Sup­
plies and a Nepalese delegate. Added Rajendra 
K. Khetan, vice pre!>idcnt of tht;: Federation of 
Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
(FNCCI). "Before becoming a WTO member, 
Nepal should devise ways to protect the domes­
tic industries that will be hurt in an open trading 
regime. We should promote areas like tourism 
and offshore banking which don it fall under 
WTO regime." 

Upon his return from Doha. Khetan was 
worried to see that the Nepalese private sector 
had very little interest and knowledge about 
the all-important WTO meeting. "Our private ___ 
sl!ctor hasn' prepared seriously for the post­
WTO regime. So" we must complete our home­
work and try to ca~h all the faci lities due to the 
LDCs before joining the WTO:· he added. 
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Ghose (standing) : Hoping for brighter future 

NEPAL LEVER 

Partner In Progress 
In the midst of manifold problems gripping the indus­
trial sector, Nepal Lever Ltd increases its dividend 

By A CORRESPONDENT 

N epal's industrial sector is ailing. Fre­
quem political and social distur­

bances have severely affected output. The 
changes in the export provisions in the 
Indian budget have also adversely affected 
Ncpal's exports to India. 

Nepal Lever's domestic sales have 
gone up by 21 percent, although overall 
exports are down. Despite such a difficult 
situation. the good news is that Nepal Le­
ver has increased its dividend. According 
to the company, the board of directors at 
their recent meeting recommended a divi­
dend of Rs. 55 per share. an increase from 
Rs. 50 per share last year. Despite the 
lower profit. the decision renecls contin­
ued confidence in long-tetm growth pros­
pects. especially in the domestic market. 

Nepal Lever reponed a turnover of 
Rs. 1.54 billion and after-tax profits of Rs. 
68 million last fiscal year. While the do-
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mestic business maintained its growth' 
momentum, achieving a 21 percent in­
crease in turnover to Rs. 704.3 million, the 
export turnover was lower by 27 percent, at 
Rs.836.7 million. According to the com­
pany, the after-tax profit has dropped to 
Rs. 68 million, mainly because of a slow­
down in exports. 

The domestic business growth of 21 
percent required heavier market invest­
ments in an intensively competit ive envi­
ronment. Higher interest burden is attrib­
uted to the accumulation of the dues with 
the government on account of duty draw­
back on exports and V AT refunds exceed­
ing Rs. 200 million. 

The export business of the company 
was adversely impacted by changes intro­
duced in the last Indian budget, wherein 
the ad vantage oflower countervai I ing duty 
for the company's customers in India was 
withdrawn. According to the company, the 
disadvantage of non-refund of excisc duty 

for raw and packaging materials source 
from India continues. Amid higher excise 
duties in the export of the raw materials. 
the export of the company's toothpaste 
became uncompetitive. 

"Even exports of soaps are becoming 
increasingly uncompetitive. given the pack­
age of tax incentives available to new in­
vestments in India: ' said M.K. Sharma. 
director. Nepal Lever Limited and vice 
chairman, Hindustan Lever Limited. "Be­
sides. the extraordinary delays in settle­
ment of duty drawback claims and several 
unanticipated ad hoc and arbitrary tax de­
cisions by the revenue administration are 
imposing additional burden on the cant. 
pany in general and the exports business in 
particular. This coupled with the impact of 
export lax is thrcarcnlllg to render the ex­
pons business unviable in the longer run," 
he added. 

In line with its stated strategy of fo­
cusing on dcveloping the local market, the 
company has continued to invest heavily 
in expanding the domestic business. "Had 
it nOl been for the disturbances in the last 
two months of the fiscal year. which af­
fected markets across the country, the do­
mestic business would have grown fUrlher 
at much higher rates lO tack more than 30 
percent growth rates achieved in earlier 
years," said Sandip Ghose, managing di­
rector of Nepal Lever. 

Nepal Lcver launched many products 
and re-launched existing ones, offering a 

wide variety of choice 10 the consulll­
ers. "The company now has a comprehen­
sive portfolio of products. which are of 
truly international standards." said Ghose. 

Some ofLhc new launches were Wheel 
Detergent Bar. Vim Dishwashing bar and 
Lifebuoy Active and the corc brand like 
Lux, Close-Up and Pepsodent went through 
comprehensive re-launches. For Ihe first 
time. leading Nepalese 

film star Karishma Manandhar ap­
peared in advertisements endorsing the 
brand. The company also re- launched 
Close-Up with fluoride and Pepsodcnt with 
SuperiorGermicheck Plus Formula, in line 
with the company's objective ofcustomiz­
ing ils product range to cater 10 local needs. 

"We will produce quality products at 
competitive prices to cater 10 the interest of 
the local customer." said Ghose. "Our new 
products are competitive in quality and 
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reasonable in the price. This is the reason 
why most of our products are leading the 
market." 

Close-Up continues to be the undis­
puted leader market leader in Nepal and 
Pepsodent has more than doubled its mar­
ket share in the past year. The company 
recently launched a new variant of Life buoy 
with Active B that is effective against 
genns. 

Despite Lhe deteriorating law-and-or­
der situati on in the country, Nepal Lever 
has made every effort to expand its reach. 
The company organized a series of inter­
esting experiments in order to tap markets ."It the remote corners of the counlT)'. 

"We take the deteriorating situation as 
a challenge as well as opportunity to ex­
pand the market base. Hindustan Lever has 
faced the situation like in Nepal in the 
several pans of the India. We were actively 
marketing during the violence in Punjab 
and have been working in the Assam." said 
Sharma. 

Nepal Lever also is involved in vari­
ous social projects. The company has ini­
tiated an ambitious program of contacting 
schoolchildren throughout Nepal to impart 
the oral health education, in collaboration 
with a leading NGO. "We have organized 
several dental camps and a mobile medical 
unit is being operated in Hetauda by the 
Company's Employees Trust to provide 
emergency se rvice la res idents of 

akwanpurdistrict ," sa id Ghose. Thecom­
pany is participating in a major initiative 
for the restoration of heritage sites in col­
laboration with theKathmandu Valley Pres­
ervation Trust. 

"We will continue with our strategy 
for aggressive development of the local 
market by introducing consumer-relevant 
produc t innovations and building a robust 
distribution infrastructure in the country ," 
said Ghose. 

Expansion of Nepal Lever's activities 
will also generate more jobs. "We wi ll 
participate in the process of income and 
employment generation and remain totally 
committed to improving the quality of life 
in Nepal. To fulfill our endcavor we need 
the support from all sec tions of the soci­
ety," said Sharma. 

In the course of expansion, the com­
pany has trained large number of workers 
in rural parts of the country. ''Through the 
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training imparted to its 100 percent local 
force , the company is developing techni­
cally skilled manpower in the country," 
Sharma said. "Similarly, the creation of 
ancillary units is raising overall techno-· 
logical capabilities," he added. 

As Nepal and India are working to 
find an amicable solution to their trade 
disagreements. there is a hopeful sign that 
the renewal'of trade agreement between 
Nepal-India will once again support the 
drive of Nepal Lever to export its products 
in India. 

"Nepal India-Chamber of Commerce 

TEMPLE TIGER 

and Industry and Confederation of Indian 
Industry have already urged the govern­

ment of two countries (0 agree on proposal 
to allow the entry of ?'OO"''''\~ \'''''' ''''''is ;,y, 

the Indian market as in previous years," 
said Ghose. 

Obstruction in the export and distur­
bances in Lhe domestic sector has hampered 
the overall production. With a gradual im­
provement in law and order inside the 
coulllry and a narrowing of the gap between 
Nepal and India on trade policies, there are 
hopeful signs of a return to normalcy in the 
coming years. • 

Conservation Commendation 
ANepalese enterprise wins the prestigious Tourism for 
Tomorrow Award 

By A CORRESPONDENT 

A t a time when the country's tourism I 

industry is facing onc of its worst 
times, aNepalese enterprise has hdped to lift 
the spirits of the sector by winnmg an inter­
national tourism award. 

British Airways awarded the first prize 
of the Tourism for Tomorrow Award-200l .. 
to Temple Tiger Jungle Lodge of Nepal for 
its contribution to protected areas and na­
tional parks at a gala ceremony held in Lon­
don on October 2. 

Chosen through global competition, the 
British Airways Tourism for Tomorrow 
Award is considered among the most presti­
gious in the tourism industry. It is given 
annually to a project for its contribution la 
the local natural and cultural environment 
and for improving the impact of tourism on 
the environment. Temple Tiger was selected 
from among 141 applicanrs from 59 coun­
tries. 

The chairman of the Tourism for To­
morrow global panel of judges, Professor 
David Bellamy. a renowned conservationist. 
introduced the Temple Tiger Jungle Lodge 
to the eminent gathering after it was declared 
the winner, according to a Temple Tiger 
press release. Professor Bellamy said that 
Temple Tigerdeserved the award because it 
aims to promote conservation through tour-

ism and offers local communities altema- I 
lives to destructive practices sllch as logging 
and poaching. 

Temple Tiger Jungle Lodge was se­
lected from among a numher of highly com­
mendable proJect.s. including the Scottish 
Seabird Cemer. UK . Bush and Beyond 
Guided Trekking. New Zealand. Nusantra 
Diving Center. Indonesia, Great Texas 
Coastal Birding Trail. USA, and Danube­
Drava National Park, Hungary. 

Speaking about the merits of the 3\1,.·ard. 
Briush Airways chainllan Lord Marshall 
said. "We arc proud to sponsor lhese awards 
which showcase thl! most wOlthy sustain­
able lourism projects III the world. The num­
ber and incredibly high quality of this year's 
entries renects hoth the growth of, and the 
industry's commitment to .o;; ustumable tour­
ism around the planet in rCl:cnt years." 

This is (he second lime Nepal ha~ re­
ceived the prestigious award. The Annapuma 
Conservation ArcaProject rl.!ceived the honor 
m 1992. 

The other prominent personalitil!s in the 
panel ofjudges were SirCrispm Tickell of the 
UK governments Panel on Sustainablc Dc- ! 

velopmcllt, Rila Gardncr. uirectoroflile Royal 
G.!ographicai Society, Graham Boynton. 
travel edilOrofthc DailyTelcgraph, and Ross 
B. Simons, director of the Smithsonian Ellvi-
ronment Research Center. .' 
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CARSALES 

A Multitude 
Models As 
Market Grows 
In the last few years, the capital has woken up to a thriving car market 
- especially the 2-box family cars. The variety of models running in 
the crowded city thoroughfares belies the small size of the market. 
Though less than 1,500 such cars are sold in the country each yea 
(more than 80 percent in the capital alone), the growth potential seems 
to have attracted manufacturers from Daihatsu to Tata and from 
Toyota to Maruti. The percentage ofNepalis who can afford the luxury 
of owning a car remains paltry, but it appears to be growing by the day, 
marking the arrival of a new set of upwardly mobile families. 

By SANJAYA DHAKAL 

A
fter rummaging for three 
months amid seemingly end­
less visits tq, car dealers, 
Dipesh Karki (name changed 

upon request) finally decided to present 
his family with the latest model of Tata 
Indica V2 this Dashain. 

16 

A middle-level officer working in 
one of Kathmandu's proliferating joint­
venture banks, Karki got a loan from his 
office to buy the car. "I really didn ' t 
know that we had so many varieties of 
cars available here," Karki said. "While 
some friends told me to buy a certain 
model, others gave entirely different 
suggestions. I was simply flabbergasted 

by the array of models available. " 
Unable to make up his mind even 

after scratching his head for months, 
Karki began surveying the market him­
self, weighing the pros and cons of each 
model. "It was then that I found out how 
impressive the models were. Some were 
economical, others were high-powered 
and still others were spacious. They 
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cheaper ones. But in this market, cheaper 
does not necessarily mean bland. Scram­
bling to gellheir auention. the manu fac­
turers are building sleeker models all the 
time, slashing the prices as well. 

What Are Small Family Cars? 
Though there is a wide variety of 

cars available. they can be broadly 
grouped in two categories in Nepal's 
context. They can be either 2-box small 
type like the Maruti 800 - 5 seater - art he 
3-box sedan-type like the Maruti Es­
teem/Baleno. 

Since the prices of the sedans are 
relatively higher. Ihey are beyond the 
grasp of the majority of the middle-class 
population. Because of lower prices, 
pcople from this group prefer smaller 
versions, which have been conveniently 
called family cars. 

Small cars in Kathmandu : Growing aura.ction The revolution of the small family­
car market began with the middle-class 
boom that coincided with economic lib­
eralization in neighboring India. The In­
dian middle class has become economi­
cally so strong that there are more than 
a million Maruti 8000wners in that coun­
try. 

were all so very good. But I had to 
choose one - and I did," he said. 

Karki and his likes do have an im­
pressive array of family-car models to 
choose from. While only a few years 
ago, anyone wanting to buy a car had to 
go either for the highly expensive Japa­
nese models or the limited versions from 
Indian manufacturers, today's dealers 
are literally cutting each other's throats 
to impress the people with their sleek 

dels. 
Whether you're interested in space, 

power or appearance, Nepal's automo­
bile market is full of models of different 
shapes, sizes and price tags. 

Following the boom in India's car 
market, the floodgates in Nepal didn't 
take long in opening. From Daewoo to 
Hyundai and from Tata to Diahatsu, all 
names are available in the country. And 
each of these manufacturers has come 
up with different models. For instance, 
Maruti comes with Zen, Alto and 800; 
Tata with [ndica and Indica V2; Ope I 
with Astro and so on. That apart, each of 
these models comes with a variety of 
options like AC/non-AC, power, en­
gine-t,pe, interior facilities like music 
systems and so on. The addition/dele­
tion of these facilities raise/reduce the 
price as well. 
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The bulk of the sales is in 
Kathmandu, which occupies 80-85 per­
cent of country's total market. Pokhara, 
Narayangadhand Butwal follow thecapi­
tal. Most of the major car manufacturers 
have opened showrooms in these cities, 
too. 

Buying a car seems to be the latest 
fad for the upper and middle classes of 
Kathmandu. While the more affluent buy 
Prados and Pajeros costing millions, 
mostofthe buyers are content with riding 

Lured by the expanding s ize of the 
lndian market. many international car 
manufacturers like Fiat. Suzuki. Toyota, 
Hyundai , Daewoo have opened their 

. plants in the world's second most popu­
lous country, churning out tens of thou-

Some of the models available (in 2·box family car type) with 
indicative prices (in NRs): 

1. Maruti 
a. Maruti 800 - 6.57,000 
b. Maruti Zen - 9,60,000 
c. Maruti Alto - 9.26,000 
d. Maruti WagonR - 10,00,000 + 
2. Tata 
a. Tata Indica 
b. Tata Indica V2 (1400 cc) - 8,98,000 
3. Daewoo 
a. Matiz - 8,45,000 
4. Diahatsu 
a.Mira 
b. Cuore 
S. Hyundai 
a. Santro - 8,45,000 
b. Santro Deluxe - 10,50,000 

6. Fiat 
a. Uno 
7. Nissan 
a. March 
(Sedans) 
8. Peugeot 
a. Partner 
9. Toyota 
a. Echo - 23,00,000 
10.0pe\ 
a. AstfO 
b. Corsa 
11. Maruti 
a. Esteem 
b. Baleno 
c. 1000 
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'Our Sales Have Not Improved 
Since The Royal Palace Killings' 

- J.R. BHANDARI 

J.R.BHANDARl is the vice-presidelllofthe Chaudhary".4utomotive Division. The 
division is the sole dealer of Mar uti for Nepal. He spoke to SANJAYA DHAKAL 
011 the car marker in the COWltly alld Mm'uti 's peiformallce. Excerpts: 

What are your impressions of the car market here? . 
Last year, sales had taken off strongly because of facilities like hire purchase 

and installations. But this year. following the royal massacre, we have witnessed 
a dip in the sales of passenger cars and others. 

What models of Maruti are available in the carlvan category and how are 
your sales? 

Last year we sold 1,200 vehicles in carlvan category. Among all the manufac­

turers active here, we have the most models on offer. Besides the 5 basic ones, we 
have 9-1 0 varieties of models. We cater to both the small family car market (Zen. 
Alto. 800) to high end ones like Esteem and Baleno. Except the high end models, 
others cost between 670,000 and 1,050,000. 

Why is the Maruti 800 the leading model in terms of sales? 
The reason lies in its price as well as perfonnance. BeSIdes, many of them are 

used for passenger taxi as well. All of the Maruti products are Euro!l compliant. 

You said your sales took a dip following the royal palace killings, Could 
you elaborate? 

After the royal killings, our sales have not improved. The tourism sector is 

faring badly. The whole economic scenario is dismal, Compared to the previous 

fiscal year, our sales in the 2058/59 could come down by 30 percent or so i Lthe 
situation does not improve. 

What is the profile of car buyers? 
Mostly they are professionals and executives. Institutions are other big 

customers. As far as families are concerned, the decision to buy a particular model 
of car is made collectively most of the time. 

How do you see the future of Nepal's car market? 
Well, it does not seem very impressive at present. Road congestion is 

increasing. Taxation is on the higher side. 

sands of attractive models each year. 
The spill-over effect from the In­

dian market can be witnessed in Nepal, 
lOO. All the latest variety coming up in 
India make their way towards this Hi­
malayan hinterland every so often. The 
result: oneean find Kathmandu 's streets 
literally brimming with the latest ver­
sions of modern cars~ 

Many believe the market for these 
small cars have the greatest potential to 
explode. Price constraints do not permit 
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most Nepalis to choose from Japanese 
models. They are finding solace in the 
cheaper brands. 

Straight out of the assembly lines, 
the latest models find throngs of cus­
tomers ready to take them. Until a few 
years ago, there used to be a long queue 
of people waiting to get their hands on 
these cars. Because of increased imports 
and other reasons, customers today do 
not have to wait that long. 

Who Buys These Cars? 

The price range of small 2-box fam­
ily cars is not too high. They are avail­
able from Rs. 657.000 to Rs. 1,200,000. 
Most of the Indian joint-venturemodels 
come in between this range. Japanese 
and other foreign models cost consider­
ably more. 

The increase in the number of 
Nepalis who can afford to buy cars is 
surprising. The middle and upper middle 
classes are the main customers. From 
bankers to businessmen and from pro­
fessionals to execlItives. the bracket of 
buyers is expanding. 

That apart, with facilities like hja"­
purchase, installments and loans on '--­
fer. people are scrambling to lift new 
models off the showrooms. The traffic 
jam of customer~ st ill gets intense al 

times, forcing them onto the waiting li st 
again. 

"When I wanted to buy a car, I had 
to encounter showrooms that were empty. 
Everywhere I went, I was told to wait. 
But having no particular model in mind 
and being an impul sive buyer, I instantly 
bought the car that was in the show­
room," said Sunil Shrcstha. a computer 
professional who owns a gleaming red 
Hyundai Santro. 

But not everyone is as impulsive as 
Shreslha when it comes to making that 
kind of investmenl. Karki waited for a 
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New car: Small is beautiful 

'Kathmandu Has The Lion's 
Share Of The Market' 

- RAJ AN SHRESTHA 

RAJAN SIIRESTIIA, tee/mical manager at the hila Engineering, Sipradi 
Trading (P) Ltd., has been ol)sen'ing Nepal's car market for veal's. A former 
employee at Manlli and Toyota. Shrestha is a lIlechanical engilleer. He spoke to 
SANJAYA DIIAKAL about the statu" of smallfamily car market in the country. 
Excerpts: 

How do YOll find the market for small cars in Nepal'! 
Well, the market is expanding. The trend is positive. Every year 1.200 to 

1,300 of such family cars are sold here. Despite the economic slowdown, we are 

keeping our lingers crossed. The slowdown is everywhere. Even in India. vehicle 
consumption has come down. But here in Nepal, people with money increasingly 
preferto invest in cars. They have been withdrawing money from banks and, with 
nowhere else to turn to, are spending it on vehicles. 

couple of months before buying the How is the Tata Indica doing'! 
model of his choice. The varied behavior 

Tata as a whole is doing good in Nepal. Last year, the growth rate of Sipradi 
of buyers raises another set of questions 

Trading was highest among all the subsidiaries of the Tata system in the world. about the factors underlying car sales. 
The surge in car sales can be attrib- In the small car market, too, we introduced Indica here last September. Eversince, 

uted to the diminishing alternatives for we have been experiencing a reasonably good response. Our market share is 37 
investment. "Thanks to the economic to 38 percent. In the last two months, our business took off really well. maybe 
slowdown, people have very few places because of the festive season. We sold 107 cars then. Most of them were diesel-
10 put their money in these days. Conse- type. 
quently, they are investing in vehicles," What are the specialities of Tata Indica? 
said Rajan Shrestha, technical manager Nobody can beat us on safety. We have cases where people have come out 
at the Tata Engineering, Sipradi Trading unscathed from badly toppled cars. Our vehicles are fitted with a crumble zone 

• Ltd. between the engine and bumper. The bumper itself is of a shock-absorbing type. 
But not everyone is sanguine about Which models are popular here? 

the fUlUre of Nepal 's car market. "No Earlier, Maruti had a monopoly. Then Santro came and picked up quite well. 
business in the country is doing well at 

But now, Indica is coming up strongly. We arc already No. 1 in India. Earlier in 
the moment. The same is true for the 

India, Contessa was known for its luxuriousness, Ambassador for spaciousness automobile sector," Lokrnanya Golchha, 
president of Nepal Automobile Dealers' and Maruti for economy. Tata Indica has tried to combine all three of these 
Association , was quoted in a daily re- characteristics. We have sleek models, live people can easily travel in Indica and 
cently. "This sector had witnessed good our price is not very high compared to others. 
growth over the last two years . But dur- Apart from Kathmandu, which other cities are these cars sold in? 
ing the last six months, there has been a Kathrnandu still has the lion 's share of the market. Almost 83 to 84 percent 
big recession." of cars are sold within the valley. Pokhara is second largest market. Then come 

Golchha's sentiments are echoed by cities like Hetauda, Butawal and Narayangadh. Bordering towns like Biratnagar 
J.R. Bhandari, vice-president of the do Dot register high sales due to various reasons. Around 7/8 cars are sold in 
Chaudhary Automotive Division, which average in Biratnagar each month. 

is the sole agent for Maruti in Nepal. What are the major problems of the country's car market? 

"Our sales have taken a dip following While the growth rate of family car is 14-15 percent per year. the expansion 
the June I killings in the royal palace," 

of road is less than I percent. Kathmandu is already quite crowded. The cars also 
he said. 

suffer from high taxation. They have to bear almost 143 percent custom duties. 
Despite this dismal prognosis, there 

10 percent VAT and all. • 
seems to be no let-up in the import of L-__________ ~ _____ ~_~ ________ __1 
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Latest model's car: Sleek and neat 

top-of-the-line models in the country, 

perhaps because many people feel the 

current slump to be temporary. 

Favorite Models 

I n terms of price, there is no alterna­

tive to Maruti 800. which is the best­

selling model in Nepal. The Hyundai 

Santro. tOO, is a favorite among many 

for its sleek look and attractive price. 

The Tata [ndica was introduced here in 

September last year. Since then, sales 

have been picking up quite impres­

sively. "In Nepal. there is an annual 

market for 1,200-1.300cars in the 2-box 

category alone. And this is increasing at 

the rate of 14 to 15 percent each year," 

said Shrestha. 
According to Shrestha, the market 

share of Tata [ndica is already 37 to 38 

percent. Last year the company sold 450 

units. "However, over the last two 

months or so, business has been really 

picking up. [n Dashain and Tihar, we 

witnessed a sharp increase in OUT sales," 

he said. 
Road Condition 

The condition 6f roads, however, is 

appalling. Compared to the rate in which 

the number of vehicles is growing, roads 

have remained stagnant. With every 

passing year, congestion in the streets of 

20 

cities like Kathmandu only gets worse . 

"While the growth rate of family car 

sales is 14-15 percen!, roads are expand­

ing by less than I percent a year," rues 

Shrestha. 
According to the Department of 

Transport Management, the rate of ve­

hicles entering Nepal has been increas­

ing by 10-16 percent every year since 

car market seems set for a smooth ride 

ahead. In the decade since the restora­

tion of democracy and adoption of eco- , 

nomic liberalization policies, the surge 

in the sales of private cars has been all 

too apparent. 
Till now. Nepal is still the extended 

arm of lndian car market and no manu­

facturer has been focusing its attention 

solely on the markel here. However. 

companies are beginning to take a closer 

look. A decade ago. it was rare lO see 

neets of private vehicles parked outside 

a department store or a movie (healer. 

Today. wherever you go. whether it i' 

marketplace, parks. zoo or other pu 

places, stacks of neatly parked Alto, Zen, 

Matiz, Indica. Santro or Cuore are a 

common sight 
The increase in car sales, especially 

small family cars. has al so indicaled the 

arrival of a complete ly new set of well­

to-do middle class in Nepal. Thesepeople 

have money to spend on vehicles and are 

doing that. 
As the middle class is cons idered 

the engine of economic growth every­

where, the surge in this segment of 

Nepal's population is a welcome sign. 

But the country has a long way to go 

before a sizable proportion of the people 

start driving around in their own cars .• 
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HYATTREGENCYGOLFTOURNAMENT 

Charitable Contest 
A leading hotel organizes a golf tournament and donates 
the proceeds for the cause of underprivileged children 

By A CORRESPONDENT 

A lthough golf was introduced in 
Nepal several years ago as a game 

lusively for expatriates, it has gradu­
ally established itself as a favorite sport 
among Nepalis. The number of local 
tournaments has been growing over the 
years. Moreover, Nepalis are dominat­
jng many of these tournaments. 

Apart from the Surya International 
Golf Tournament, hotel groups, includ­
ing Hotel Soaltee Crowne Plaza, have 
been organizing tournaments to promote 
Nepalese gal f players and to generate a 
spirit of healthy competition. 

Hyalt Regency's initiative is ex­
pected to help to further popularize golf 
in Nepal and offer foreigners another 
opportunity to test the golf courses of the 
coumry. Over the last few years, the 
number of golf courses bas increased. 
lI'e Gokarna Golf course enjoys the repu­
. ion of being the only one," Nepal that 
meers international standards. 

Nepal won the first Hyatt Regency 
Kathmandu Nations Cup, which was held 
at the Gokarna Golf Resort. The tourna­
ment is to be held annually from next 
year. However, Hyatt has gone a signifi­
cant step further and shown that by 
organizing such tournaments, it can also 
contribute to noble causes. The funds 
collected from the participation fee of 
Rs.I,SOO will go to CWIN, a leading 
non-government organization that has 
been working for the welfare of under­
privileged children in Nepal. 

"The rights of children has been a 
philanthropic cause very c1QSe to Hyatt 

International and our hotels around the 
world have been actively raiSing funds or 
providing voluntary time toward varying 
needs of the individual locations," said 
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Marti n van Kan. general manager of H yau 
Regency Kathmandu. " In Nepal, a lo t of 
children needs required to be addressed. 
The right to education is an important 
step towards building the future of any 
child," he said . 

Nepal I won the tournament. which 
drew the participation of 16 teams from 
sev,era l countries. J n the closest to the pin 

Winner team: Playing with a cause 

categories, Tashi Tshering won the com­
petition and Tashi Ghale won the longest 
drive. C.B. Pradban Nepal and loan 
Sobieniak were declared the best gross in 
the men's and ladies' events respecli vely. 
A team from Denmark and Germany 
won the award in the best-dressed cat­
egory. 

"Organizing the event for a philan­
thropic cause gives the tournament 
adeeper sense of achievement. The en­
thusiastic response of our participants 
and all our co-sponsors has added to our 

commitment," said van Kan, distributing 
prizes to the winners. 

The m·ajor objecti ves of the program 

include international team participation, 
diverse competency and goodspon sman­
ship. The organizers have made special 
efforts to accommodate a large number 
of participants. 

Altogether 72 indiv iduals represent­
ing 16 teams took part in the tournament. 
GorkhaBrewery. Neeon Air, Regal Busi­
ness Link, National Li re and General 
Insurance., Agni Enterprises, Sharp, Hi­
malayan Bank. S ingapore Airlines, Adam 
Smith Institute , Shangri-La Village 
Pokhara, Chaudhary Group, ICTC , 
Sambu Constructions. McCann Erickso 
and Coca-Cola were co-sponsors of the 
tournament. 

Plmw . KlIIlUl'lJf 

The initiative of Hyatt Regency 
marks a positive step toward highlight­
ing the problems of Nepalese chi ldren 
throughoutthe world. There are 203 Hyatt 
Hotels and Resorts around the world, 
which orfers a wide network to advance 
such vital causes. 

Furthermore, Hyatt Regency's en­
deavor to support the poor and under­
privileged chi ldren of Nepal can be ex­
pecled to encourage other organizat ions 
and entrepreneurs to help disadvantaged 
sections of society. • 
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INTERVIEW 

We are ready to 
face elections. 
but they must be 
held under an 
all-party gov­
ernment.lfwe 
evolve such a 
system. nobody 
would have to 
harbor misgiv­
ings about the 
electoral p~o­
cess. We will 
announce our 
formal decision 
in due course. 
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'We Are Ready To Face Elections. 
Under An All-Party Government' 

C PN-UML general secretary and main opposition leader 
MADHA V KUMAR NEPAL is lVorking 10 bring all 
opposition parties all a single platform. In the process, 
he has held several rounds a/consultalions with leaders 
of olher oppositioll parties ill parliamen! and those 
outside. As the govemmellf and Maoists prepared to 
resume peace talks, Nepal spoke to KESHAB POU­
DEL at his residence ill Satdobato 011 major national 
issues. Nepal, who has been leading his party for most 
a/ the period after the restoration of multiparry del/lOc­
racy in J 990, seems to be preparing for snap elections. 
Excerpts from the hallltour conversatioll. 

How do you evaluate the current political situ­
ation? 

The situation is bleak and uncertain. Prime Minis­
ter Sher BahadurDeuba's government has proved inef­
ficient and incompetent in its first 100 days. The law­
and-order situation is gradually worsening and the 
economy is heading toward collapse. As you know. 
Deubaji is just like a lump of flesh with no mobility. He 
is primarily concerned with retaining his post. What can 
we expect from him? I don't believe the NepaJi Con­
gress government has the will to tackle the major issues 
before the nation. 

Was it the non-performance of the government 
that prompted you to call for fresh elections? 

What I meant is that if somebody fails to run the 
government, he must quit in favor of an alternati ve. 
What is the rationale of remaining in power without 
being able to deliver the results you promised? Every 
party and individual wants to go to power to do some­
thing to the country and people. This government is 
doing nothing except wasting time and resources for 
personal interests. I have opposed the ineffecti veness of 
the government. If you lose relevance and the govern­
ment is non-functional, the people have the right to 
decide. 

You mean elections? 
We are ready to face elections, but they must be 

held under an all-party government. If we evolve such 
a system, nobody would have to harbor misgivings 
about the electoral process. We will announce our 
formal decision in due course. National decisions must 
be taken on the basis of the wishes of the people. We 
believe [he country cannot be run in the way it is being 
run today. The country is demanding a new direction. 

If there were an agreement to form an all-party 
government, would you be ready for elections? 

We do not have the au thority to announce elec­
tions. But we are ready to test our mandate among the 
people if it is required. In two rounds of meetings, all 

- MADHAV KUMAR NEPAL 

opposition panies shared the concern that this govern­
ment has failed to show efficiency and has lost its 
utility. The participating panies also condemned the 
activities of the Maoists. We also discussed the pros· 
pect of fresh elec tions, forming an alJ-party govern­
ment and other burning national issues. Some parties 
want fresh elections and others are in favor of an 11_ 

party government that would include [he Maoists. 
have also been discussing the matter within our own 
parry. 

What is your stand on the current debate on the 
constitution? 

We are in favor of amending the constitution. As 
you know, the constitution itself has made clear provi­
sions for amendments. Therefore, di scussionson amend­
ing the constitution should not be a matter of undue 
anxiety to anyone. There are many lapses in the consti­
tution and we want to correct them. 

What are the specific lapses and how are they 
obstructing democratic governance? 

There are many lapses as the constitution was 
prepared 12 years ago. For instance. there is confusion 
over the rights of the prime minister. the Constitutional 
Council and the anti-corruption body. Most impor­
tantly. we need to provide constitutional guarantees to 
local bodies. 

. But two senior Nepali Congress leaders have 
said it is too early to amend the constitution. How ; 
you view their comments? 

I don ' t agree with them. There is always a possibil­
ity to amend the constitution if there are loopholes. For 
instance, there is a need to re-establish the right of the 
prime minister, to clarify the role of the Constitutional 
Council, to strengthen anti-corruption bodies and soon. 
I don ' t understand what is wrong in taking a course that 
is specified in the constitution. 

The people in charge of state institutions will 
remain the same even after the l'onstitution is 
amended. How can the rewriting or revising of 
certain provisions in the basic law alone change 
things? 

We are not like citizens of the United States or the 
United Kingdom. We are Nepalis who have our own 
customs and traditions. If we arc able to rewrite key 
provisions in the constitlllion in keeping with these 
realities , it will definitely bring change. For instance. 
we ask dri vers not to park in the wrong side but they 
have been doing so. If you enact legislation forbidding 
such parking. people will be compelled to follow it. I 
want similar provisions in the constitution. 

There is always the possibility of amending the 
constitution through implementation and interpre-
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INTERVIEW 

tation. Why you are insisting on a formal ame.nd­
ment? 

I don't think the constitution can be amended 
thorough interpretations. Some people are calling for 
patience. Twelve years have passed since the promul­
gation of the constitution. How longer do we have to be 
patient? In a situation where a strong group is demand­
ing a constituent assembly to draft a new constitution. 
we can show that many things can be improved by 
amendments within the system. There is no need for 
such an assembly. The present constitution was the 
result of a long Slruggle by the people. The tight way 
now is to stan an honest and healthy debate on improv­
ing the constitution. 

Is there any guarantee that a constitutional 
amendment can bring desired results? 

Every country has its own traditions. If there are 
es. we must go for amendment. Let's start discus· 

sians on identifying what articles we need to amend. 
You have been in the top leadership position of 

your party for most of the past 12 years. How do you 
evaluate the role of political parties, including your 
own? 

I have been working as general secretary of the 
party since May 1993. This is my ninth year as general 
secretary. I have been in the pany politburo for the lasl 
12 years. since the unification of the party. If we see the 
histpry of the CPN·ML, I was one of the founder 
members of the pany and elected as a politburo member 
when it was formed in 1978. This is my 24th year in 
politics with the CPN-UML. Actually, we set up a 
Coordination Center in 1975 as an organized party. I 
have spent more than 30 years in the communist party. 
having secured membership in 1969. Since joining the 
revolutionary party, 1 have seen many of our colleagues 
leave the pany and some even sidelined from IL In my 
experience. it is very difficult to continue in the party. 

are only a few persons like myself who continue 
. same party for such a long time. In my career as 

a communist worker. I have maintained my sincerity 
and commitment 10 the cause of communism. 

How difficult is it to run a party? 
Running a party wilh a nation-wide network is 

very challenging. In an open atmosphere, it is some­
times very difficult to lead (he party organization. 
which has unjts in the ward level. Our party has a wide 
range of workers in the grass-roolS level. It is very 
difficult to expand the party organization, increase 
membership and attract workers from other party. Trans­
fonning the mind·set of common people who are mostly 
attuned to a feudalistic culture is another challenging 
task. Another difficult task is to put a man or woman 
within a party's cuhure and ideology. I can proudly 
claim that, comparatively speaking, there is no orga· 
ruzed , systematic and disciplined party like the CPN­
UML in Nepal. Our party has the capability to embody 
the imerests of different groups: We are strong because 
of discipline and united because of our cause and 
principles. 

How do you assess the Maoist problem? 
The Maoists have already kilIed 38 of our workers. 
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BUl we still think the problem is political in nature, but 
their activities expose them as extremists. They have 
killed honest and capable comrades of ours. Extremists 
always consider other political forces as rivals and Ihey 
don't want to recognize opposition. They are very 
intolerant. The Maoists want lO establish a one-party 
authoritarian system. This is a force that does not 
believe in rationality. Nobody can fee l safe by backing 
the Maoists . Political parties. journalists and many 
other sections of society have faced the consequences 
of backing the Maoists. 

Your party also started building itself through 
violence. How do you see the spread of tbe Maoist 
'people's war'? 

It is important to know who is behind the move­
ment. I don't want to go into details here. In Nepalese 
society, there is a section of people who want immedi ­
ate change. When they fai l to see their demands being 
fulfilled, such groups of people lead the voice of 
discontent. The frustration and anger is also a result of 
the inefficiency of the Nepali Congress government. 
When people lose their faith in the government, such 
vio lence is inevitable. When the government tries to 
discourage the use of peaceful means of protest and 
resons 10 oppression. people will automatically react. 
When there is no option for peaceful means, the vio· 
lence preached by the Maoists becomes appealing. 
Nepalese society is mainly a petty bourgeois society 
and lack of patience is one of the characteristics of such 
society. A group wants quick results. Their anger is for 
a short-lived bu t it is so powerful. It quickly heats with 
high power. Once it cools down, it will hardly absorb 
any temperature. 

Do you see any threat to the CPN-UML? 
The CPN· UML is not a temporary party but one 

that expects to remain forever in the service of the 
people and country. Our parry wishes to survive for a 
long time with full strength and energy. Many panies 
that evolve over a short time are also dismantled very 
quickly. Over the long term, there is no place for parties 
lhat emerge qUickly. We have two tendencies in any 
group. One wants 10 move rapidly while the other seeks 

[I is impor­
ICIIII to knoll' 

\I·ho is behind 
the movement. I 

don'l want 10 go 
into details 

here. In 
Nepalese soci­

er)', Ihere is a 
section of 

people \I'ho 
IVant immediale 

ch(lIIge. When 
Iheyfail to see 
their demands 
be i /1 g .I'd!i II ed, 
such groups of 
people lead fhe 
voice of discon-

tellt. The frllS­
fralion and 

allger is also a 
resull of Ihe 

inefficiency ()f 
Ihe Nepa/i 

Congress gov­
ernmenl. 
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11. TERVIEW 

We are not 
responsible for 
this situation, as 
we were In 

power for only 
nine months out 
of the last 12 
years. Such 
accusations are 
just a way of 
shifting respon­
sibility to an­
other party that 
has nothing to 
do with misman­
agement and 
rampant corrup­
tion. 
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to go slow and steady. We want to attain comfortable 
speed with total command of the steering wheel. We 
adopt our ways considering the global trend. We want 
to move ahead with determination. One of the reasons 

behind the upsurge of the Maoist movement is the non­
delivery of the NepaJi Congress government. The 
Maoists have used rampant corruption, poiiticizalion of 
institutions and Congressizalion in the bureaucracy as 
the ground to wage violence. 

Some intellectuals and politicians are accusing 
the ruling and main opposition parties of creating the 
present mess. How do you respond? 

We are not responsible forthi s situation. as we were 
in power for only nine months ou t of the last 12 years. 
Such accusations are just a way of shifting responsjbility 
to anOlher party that has nothing to do with mismanage­
ment and rampant corruption. If the same standard is 
applied, what is the role of the press? What is the role of 
intellectuals? It makes no sense to blame others. The 
party in power must accept responsibility for non­
performance. If the captain of the plane cannot take 
command, how can you blame the co-pilot? The Nepali 
Congress is commanding the aircraft and we are like the 
co-pilot. If you consider our nine-month rule. it was one 
of the greatest eras in Nepalese history. 

True, the Nepali Congress has secured majori­
ties in two general elections. But how can you evade 
responsibility as leader of the main opposition party, 
who is regarded as the " shadow prime minister" in a 
parliamentary system? 

Don't get confused by these theoretical tenns. I am 
not a "shadow prime mini ster" at all. This term can only 
be used for intellectual exercise. If you see the experience 
of the last three years. Krishna Prasad Bhattarai's shadow 
prime ministe r was Girija Prasad Koirala and Sher 8aha­
dur Deuba appeared as the shadow prime minister of 
Koirala. 

Butin parliamentary practice, the person sitting 
to the right of the prime minister is regarded as the 
head of the government in waiting. Don't you agree? 

Theoretically, you may be right. But when our voice 
goes unheard and when there is no respect for such 
practices from the party in power, how can you call me 
the shadow prime minister? 

What option do you have then? 
We have two options. We can follow the model of 

Bangladesh and boycott parliament or trade blows with 
ministers inside parliament. Do you think these are 
proper ways? We are trying 10 stay clear of the extremes. 
We have been trying to convince the people in adifferent 
way. 

But your party also launched a street agitation, 
sit-ins and other disruptive activities to pressure 
then- prime minister Girija Prasad Koirala to resign. 
You led other opposition parties in boycotting the 
entire winter session of parliament. 

We have always set limits on political propriety. 
When the prime minister involved in a scandal refused to 
lake moral responsibility, we had no other option. More­
over, our activities were peaceful. Although Koirala 
resigned following our pressure, many intellectuals criti-

cized us for taking such a harsh course. Some intellec tu­
als always criticize us no matter what we do. When we 
registered a motion of no-confidence. they criticized us. 
When we lent support to the positive dec i!;ions of the 
government, the same people criticized us for joining 
hands wi th the ruling party. f would love to know what 
they wam us to do. 

What is the responsibility of the main opposition 
party? 

If government fail 10 deliver the goods, the extreme 
right and extreme left will try to exploit public dis­
gruntlement. As you know. the government is wholly 
responsible for delivering the goods. Of course, we may 
also have some weaknesses but the I'd mary duty falls on 
the government to provide efficient administration and 
other mechanisms for delivery. Unless the government 
acts, the opposition alone cannot do anything. We I 
already proved during our nine-Tllolllh tenure that ou 
the only party that can give an honest and efficient 
administration. 1 can personall y claim that our party is 
clean. If someone can prove that our party is comlpt, we 
are ready to face any kind of punishmen t. 

But your party was accused of corruption when 
it shared power with the Rastriya Prajatantra Party 
a few years ago. 

As you know. those who were with us at that time 
are no longer with theCPN·UML I again claim that ours 
is the cleanest party in the country. I would challenge 
anyone to show any ev idence of corruption against our 
ministers during our nine-month government. We have 
been able maintain a clean image througll our acti on and 
vision. We have not taken unlawful donations. We have 
not taken money through inappropriate means. 

You don't collect donations? 
We collect donations from timelOtime. but we have 

nev~r forced business organizations or businessmen to 
pay up. We have set limits in terms of fund-raising. Our 
party has a strong committee ~ystelll (hat audits 
accounrs. Our party operates on a transparent system. 

If this is so, then why were so many of your senior 
party colleagues defeated in the election? Don't you 
think ,,'oters are more aware than political parties 
are? 

Yes. voters are mature enough to reward and punish 
politicians based on their record. but most of our candi­
dates lost because of rigging by the NepaJi Congress. 

'Vhat impact will the September 11 terrorist 
attacks in the United States have on Nepal? 

We have already condemned the tCITorist attacks of 
September 11. No rational human being can support such 
dastardly acts. Terrorism in any form is condemnable. 
But we must also understand the root causes oftcrrorism. 
There is a need to eliminate terrorism. but one cannot 
justify the killing of innocent people in the name of 
wiping out terrorism. Rational thinking is needed before 
any action against terrorism is taken. Nepal is in a very 
vulnerable position as it lies between India and China. 
Before ~aking a decision on allowing a third country to 
use our land and airspace. we should have cons idered the 
broader national perspective. The decision of the govern­
mem to permit US planes to refuel in Nepal was highly 
immature. • 
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Picture Perfect 
Two virtuosos display works of splendor at Siddhartha 
Art Gallery 

By AKSHAY SHARMA 

B rilliant works by Sandy Shum and 
Jyoti Dawadi are currenlly on dis­

allhe Siddhartha Art Gallery in Babar 
~ lal. Michael Gill, execulive direclor 
oflhe Fulbrighl Commission, inauguraled 
the show on November 6. "The two arL­
ists' work arc very different from each 
other but both have used multimedia. They 
have used computers to use and enhance 
lheir works that are quite admirable," said 
Gill. 

Dawadi is often a victim of mjstaken 
identilY. "He looks like Jerry Garcia," 
someone at the inauguration was heard 
say ing. Dawadi 's work reflects the spirit 
of nature and the abslract forms of Hindu 
and Buddhist rituals that are usually found 
in Nepali cullure. He has explored his an 
into a greater depth through the computer 
and through his unique language of ab­
straction. Three different bodies of work 

re presented at the exhibition and can 
e exhibited on large screen projections 

and animations- which are an the web at 
<www.akash-himal.com> in various 
prints and dimensions. 

"Value" is conceived in response to 
all conflicts where firearms are used 10 

settle disputes. "Value is an artwork that 
compares how much rice can be pur~ 

chased with the money it costs to buy a 
rifle. To visualize this measurement, a 
pyramid of dhan - rice husk - will be 
created, and a replica of the rifle is placed 
on top of the mound." 

It dramalizes how precious resources 
are diverted from society and draws atten­
tion to the emotional toll of violence in 
communities around the world. "Value" 
is a memorial to the victims and a means 
to stimulate dialogue toward the peaceful 
resolution of conflicts. 

ro'\'-\G\\,,\,INO\,EMBER 23. 2001 

]n remembrance, the names ofthose 
who have died will be exhibited on lhe 
mound of dhan to initiate the healing 
process. Visitors are encouraged to pub­
licly express personal and collecli ve grief 
through lighting oil lamps and burning 
incense. In the second phase of this instal­
lation, the dhan will be put into jute sacks 
of various sizes and marked with the names 
of other countries torn apart by armed 

"Value" is conceived in 
response to all conflicts 
where firearms are used 
to settle disputes. "Value 
is an artwork that com-

pares how much rice 
can be purchased with 

the money it costs to buy 
a rifle. To visualize this 
measurement,apyra­

mid of dhan - rice 
husk - will be created, 
and a replica of the rifle 

is placed on top of the 
mound." 

struggle. The sacks will be stacked to 
create a new, commemorative mound. 
This time, the replica rine will be laid on 
the ground beside the mound to symbol­
ize the end of violence. 

In "Value", dhan is used as a meta­
phor for peace and regeneration. "This 
artwork is inspired by the poetry of my 
grandfather, Dharani Dhar Koirala, who 
anguishcd over Nepal's destiny fifty years 
ago: Nepal your smiling face/would [see 
it or die wilhoutffhis is the worry lhat 

; 

aches my heartffowards hope or despair," 
Dawadi says. 

Through an accompanying banner, 
"Value" incorporates these poetic lines to 
build upon the ideas of peaceful , social 
change that were pioneered by an earl ier 
generation of Nepali activists. In contrast 
to the mound, which is a temporary instal­
lalion , the 72 x 66 inch, digitally printed 
banner, is a per:manent component of this 
artwork. Dawadi's work is supported by 
Kathmandu Metropolitan City, Artists' 
Society of Nepal. Human Rights Organi­
zation of Nepal, Hanuman Dhoka Durbar 
Square Conservation Program and New 
Art Circle. 

"It's all digital work generated 
through computers. The image is just bits 
and bytes and the an is in an abstract 
form," Dawadi told SPOTUGHT. "1 then 
enhance those images through my fingers 
and the mouse. ,. 

"I take eanh, powder it and use Nepali 
paper and render these images though 
computer programs," he added. "Thecon­
cept of my art is primal and normal as 
Nepal is now which is passing through the 
agricultural stage to the massive scale of 
globalization," Dawadi explained. " [ have 
focused on this tOpic and we need to move 
on. In the West. art and culture are sepa­
~ated, not like in Nepal where they are a 
part of daily life. I hope that we don ' t lose 
that in the mist o f globalization." 

"In America the image of Nepal is a 
poverty-stricken Third World nation and 
through these images 1 have created, I 
want people to see it's not like that ," 
Dawadi added. ,,[ first scan my images 
then layer them. it is a fun thing to me 
aClually. Not many people are doing lhis 
in Nepal and the purpose is to motivate 
the younger generation of artists through 
my work. Most of my work is muted on 
tantric philosophy," he added. 

"My rOOlS are Nepalese and my 
father is a writer. And I work on my 
art in Chapel Hill , North Carolina, 
USA," he added. On the transformation 

of the art scene in Nepal. he said: "There 
are more galleries coming up. It wasn't 
poss;ble to do exhibitions like these be­
fore. " 

"[ hope that the mercenary image of 
the workaholic will be changed in some 
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ART 

ways if we were to focus more on art. The 
image needs to be changed into some­
thing else." he added. Dawadi , who has a 
Ph.D. in political science, says, "I am not 
a trained artist and somehow it has be­
come my life now. The younger genera· 
tion should come and see 
my work and I hope I have made a 

~t~~a~~ntribution in th-l world of art in 

Sandy Shum, who specializes in 
impressionistic photography. sums up her 
purpose in a sentence. "1 wish to provide 
a moment to pause and reflect on the 
wonderland grace that occurs in the dream 
light of daily life," she told SPOTLIGHT. 
"I work by hand on each photograph to 
create a painterly quality, resulting in 
image full of depth and texture." 

Sandy was born in and grew up in 
Hollywood, California and wentto Holly­
wood High School. "I have lived and 
traveled in Asia for over a decade." Her 
Impressionistic Photography portfolio 
includes images from Nepal, Cambodia, 
Thailand, Bhutan and California. "My 
mother took me to an class when 1 was 
young. I love books, music, pottery and 
joyful creations," said Sandy. who has a 
B.S. in mechanical engineering. The theme 
of her works is "Impressions of Asia". 

"This is my first exhibition in 
Kathmandu and it is my favorite place and 
Baudhanath captures my imagination. My 
works are ambiguous-people look at it 
and find it hard to recognize if it is a 
painting or a photograph. To pause in your 
daily life is very important," she said. 
"We all lead a busy life and to pause to 
look at things brings a little peace to your 
daily routine." 

Sandy, a Buddhist, says her work is 
her eye on the world. "I wish to create 
images that bring beauty and peace to our 
lives. I started out in 1998 and focus on 
things that you come to see in daily life. 
And the viewer might say that 'why didn't 
I see it like this before?' The things that 
are in your ordinary life are the focal point 
of my an." 

"When I walk around and notice some­
thing through the corner of my eye, I en­
hance these images I see. I really enjoy the 
work and am very happy when an art is 
finished," she said. "When you look at it, it 
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will bring joy to your daily 
life." 

ur try to look at the 
beauty and peace in the lives 
of people when I work. I 
want to create joy into the 
hearts of people and to make 
them say, '1 might have 
thought of that' ," Sandy said. 

Asked what her philoso­
phy of life is and how she 
reflects it through her art, 
Sandy said: "I focus on sim­
plicity, functionality and im­
permanence. My symbol and 
images are straightforward. 
Paula Wenzl, a photographer 
based in California, taught 
me this technique. I am fas­
cinated by impressionistic 
painters and how they cap­
ture light. motion and fresh­
ness." 

THAI Voted Among 
Best Asia-Pacific Airlines 

Thai Airways Internationa l was voted among the 
top three Asia-Pacific airlines and received the top 

honor for Best Economy Class, according to the Busi­
ness Traveller Asia-Pacific Readers' Poll survey pub­

lished in the October 2001 issue of the magazine. 
THAI was also ranked among the top five for 

overall Best Airline, Best Business Class and Best 
Frequent Flyer Program. In addition, Bangkok 4., 
voted among the top five business cities in the world, 

while the Banyan Tree Phuket (Thailand) achieved 

second place in the Best Resort Hotel in the Asia-Pacific 
category. 

Business Traveller Asia-Pacific conducted the in­

dependently planned survey, which ended in July 200 I, 
by distributing I 0,830questionnaires to single subscrib­

ers with copies of the magazine. 
The valid returned questionnaires represented 

13 percent of the response. According to the Business 
Traveller Magazine, 75 per cent of respondents to the 
poll took more than 10 flights over a 12-month period 

and almost 25 per cent notched up more than 40 

flights. 

Her methods of paint­
ing and drawing are hand 
embellishing Polaroid 
photographs. "Everyday I 
am grateful that some object 
of beauty is brought 
to my attention. That is what 
I try to share through my art. 
My motto is to 

strive in compas-r----:::====================~ 
si on in every ac­
tion," she said. 

"My images 
are held in private 
co11ections inter­
nationally. 
Whether the art­
is t is French, 
American, Thai 
or Nepalese, one 
must creat~ the 
art that naturally 
arises from one's 
heart." 

The show 
will be held until 
November 26 al 
the Siddharth, 
Art Gallery, Bab· 
ar Mahal Revis­
ited, from IlalT 
to 6pm .• 
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THE BOTTOM LINE 

"-You conclude the talks 
tJilh l'1aoisfs) ofhertJisG ... .. /"_.s-:::-----..::....:.... 

TRANSITION 
LEFT: Dr. Ram Sharan Ma· 

o hat, Minister for Finance, for 
New York. USA. leading the 
Nepalese delegation to the 
56th General Assembly of the 
United Nations. 

Jaya Prakash Prasad Gupta, 
Minister for Information and' 
Communication, for Beijing, · 
China. for a week-long visit, 
at the invitation of hi s Chinese 
counterpart. 

Sarbadhan Rai, Minister of 
State for Culture, Tourism and 
Civil Aviation, for London, 
United Kingdom, to participate 
in the ninth meeting of the task 
force to protect children from 
sexual exploitation in the tOUT­

ism sector. 

Chitralekha Yadav, Deputy 
Speaker of the House of Repre­
sentatives. for Manila, Philip­
pines, leading a delegation of 
women, to participate in a re­
gional seminar on women in 

SPOTLIGHT/NOVEMBER 23. 200t 

media/politics. 

ARRIVED: Purna Bahadur 
Khadka, Minister for Indus­
try, Commerce and Supplies, 
from Doh a. Qatar, after 
participating in the Wo rld 
Trade Organi zation confer­
ence. 

FELICITATED: Lok Baha· 
dur Chemjong, of Dhankuta, 
Khadga Bahadur Chokhyal, 
of Baglung. and Rana Baha­
dur Lama. of Kathmandu, for 

By M.S.KHOKNA 

'7 tvi 11 prolo?1g 

as /o'nJ as 
, I Ca'7l:' 

their role in establi shing de­
mocracy in the country i n 2007 
B.S. ( 1950 AD). by the Martyr 
Thirbam Malla Memorial 
Foundation. 

FORMED: A one-man com­
mission headed by Narendra 
Bahadur Neupane, former 
justice of the Supreme Coun, 
to probe the recent road acci­
dent involving former prime 
minister and Ncpali Congress 
president Girija Prasad 
Koirala , by the cabinet. • 
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HEALTH 

How To Avoid Low Back Pain 
I By Dr. ARVINDA K. SINGH 

I In today's fast-paced society, low back pain has become a com­
mon problem, especially in urban areas. However, it can be 
avoided by performing simple exercises each day. The following 
are common tips to avoid the occurrence of low back pain. 

While Standing and Walking: 
I. Stand with low backas natas possible. By standing tall and 

sucking in and out of a tense abdomen. the lower back is 
straightened. Walk, stand and sit as tall as possible. 

2. Bend knees when leaning and avoid leaning whenever 
possible. Instead, squat with a straight low back. 

3. Avoid high-heeled shoes. they shorten the Achilles ten­
dons and increase Lourdes's. 

4. A void standing for long periods. If it is necessary, alternate 
leaning of left and right feet and, if possible, use the bent-knee 
position as this flattens the lower back. 

5. When standing, do not lean back and support Ihe body wilh 

I
the hands. Keep the hands in Ihe fringe of body and lean forward 
slightly. 

6. Open Ihe door wide enough to walk through comfortably. 
7. Carefully judge the heighl of curbs before stepping up or 

down. 
I While Sitting: 

I 
I. Sit in such a way that the lower back is nat or slightly 

rounded outward, but never with forward curve. 
2. Sit so that your knees are higher then the hips. This may 

I require a small footstool for a short person in a higher chair. 
3. Begin contacl wilh the back410 6 inches above the seat and 

provide a nat support throughout entire lumber area. 
4. Do nol sit on a soft or overstuffed chair or sofa. 
5. Do not sit with legs straight out on a footstool 
6. Never sit in the same position for prolonged periods. Get 

up nnd move around for a while. 
While Driving: 
I. Push from seat forward so that your knees will be higher 

than the hips and the pedals arc easily reached without stretching. 
2. Sit with back nat. Do not lean forward. Sit tal!. 
3. Add a nat backrest if seat is soft while traveling long 

distances. 
4. Be sure that your seal has a properly adjusted headset. 
5. If on a long trip, stop every two hours 10 gel oul of car and 

walk aboul. Tense the abdomen and nallen the back for several 
minutes. 

While In Bed: 
I. Sleep or rest on a Oat firm mattress. lf not available, place a 

bedboard of three-quarters of an inch of plywood under the mal­
. A board of less thickness will prevent proper spine alignment. 
2. When sleeping; the preferred position is on the sides with 
arms in front and the knees slightly drawn towards the chin. 
3. Don'l sleep on your stomach. 
4. When lying on the back. place a pillow under your knees. 
5. When lying in bed, don ' t extend your arms above the head. 

28 

Relax at sides. 
6. Sleep alone on an oversized bed. 
7. While getting out of bed, turn over 

one side, draw up your knees, then swing 
your legs over the side of the bed. 

When Lifting Weight: 
I. When lifting weight. let the leg 

work, using the large muscle of the 
thigh instead of Ihe small muscle of the back. 

2. Don't twist the body. but face Ihe object. 
3. Never lift with your leg straight. 
4. Don't lift from a bending forward position 
5. Don't reach over furniture to open and close windows. 
6. Tuck in the bUllock and pull in the abdomen when lifting. I 
7, Lina heavy load not higher than the waist and liglllload not 

higher than the shoulder. I 
8. Lift the object holding it close to the body. 

(The writer is senior physiotherapist Clt Capital Hospiflll lIncl Research Celller) 

Picturesque and PeacefuJ 

a Pilgrimage with Pleasure 

S U1Cl n' L1t une~, \1;1II.,k'1I1I:IIl.1 DlTI h:'l!1- betn 

\\'Hh·h· bl·11t·' l·J [n fulfil the \\ ' I!1-ho ut Ilt'r 

dt'I'Clle("~ -"':t'P"'\ rlr~1 c.lbtt· C.tf !1-l'f\ ICl', CCllllbull"d 

wid, Ihl!1- \I 1(,.k~rnc'IJ rt'~pcct and ~Ilpt'rb 11.1fl!I:'11 

!1-urruu,tthIlM'. h.b tr;tn~fllr",cJ dh' M:'IIuk.l1n:lIl:l 

regIOn I" :'I purld.,r rdWlm;\g~' and huhd,,~' 

Je"IIn:'lII!II1. 11IH died by fhe wurlJ relluwlll·d 

Dllpp1t-ma\ r "f \l1~tn;t, our c:'Iblc car!1- Ut· ;H par 

\\"lIh the bt'~1 :n tlt ~· worlJ a~ are our serl· ICl.:!1-

Q'1""Q'11 ~ (lIT) m. 
~ 1)~1-WIot (I).) Lm. 
P. O. 80( 4416. Nual Nagpokhai, K.I~. Nepai. 
Tel: 434600, 434648. 434860. Fil: 9n-1-434S1s. Cheres Stallon TeI: (064) 
EmaI: ' . 
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PASTIME 

Now In Town BOOK 
Brian Hodgson at the Kathmandu Residency 1825·1843 
K.L. PradhanJ2001 Rs.632.00 

Civil Society in Nepal: Opening the Ground for Questions 
OK Oaha1l2001 Rs.200.00 

Democracy in Nepal: Challenges and Prospects 
Rabindra Khana1l200! Rs. 200.00 

Decision Making in Village Nepal 
Cl. Miller/2000 

Firing Corruption 

Rs.472.00 

R)",Regmeel200! Rs.125.00 

~alization : The Essentialsa A Citizen's Handbook to the Imbal­
ances of the Newest International Order 
V.K. V.P. Thacker/200! Rs.200.00 

Heir to a Silent Song Two Rebel Women of Nepal 
N.N. Azizl200! Rs. 300.00 

Video (English), 

Bandits 

From Hell 

Max Keeble's Big Move 

The One 

Backyard Dogs 

Croky Romans 

ard Ball 

Training Day 

Creepshow II 

Jeeper's Creeper's 

Belagam 

Ashoka 

Indian 

Kasam 

Hindi 

Rehna Hai Tere DiI Main 

Pyar Zindagi Hai 

Yeh Tere Ghar Yeh Mera Ghar 

Mitti 

Kiyon Ki Mein Jhooth Nahin 

Ajnabee 

I (Source: Super Slar Video. New Road) 
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Information Techonology and Ecommerce for Development 
Bishwa Keshar Maskay/2001 Rs.300.00 

Ritual, Power and Gender: Explorations in the 
Ethnography of Vanuatu, Nepal and Ireland 
Michael AlIenJ2000 Rs. 960.00 

Mountain Enviroment and GIS Models and Appliaitons 
K.P. PoudeV200 1 Rs. 235.00 

Small and Medium Enterprise Development in Nepal: 
Emerging Issues and Opportunities 
Bishwa Keshar Maskay/2001 Rs.400.00 

Who is the Daughter of Nepal? A collection of Eassys 
Sangita Rayamajhi/200 1 Rs. 3 15.00 

Nepal's Tourism Uncenssored Facts 
Diwaker Chandl2000 Rs. 632.00 

WTO Regional Cooperation and Nepal 
Horst Mundl1999 Rs. 160.00 

(Source: Himlllayan Book Cellter. Bagh Bawl', Katllllllllldu. Ph : 242085) 

"Do not get 
attached to worldly 
things and pursuits. 
Be, in the world but, 

do not let the 
world be in you. " 

- SATHYA SAl BABA 
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LEISURE 

AlU"n.."cAPP 

GARFIELD 
".....,..--,--r-~....., 

FREDBASSET 

OVERBOARD 

30 

HANIISOMf, ·AMP 
AND WE WANT11I 
IOU WI1\I KIsSES 

I 

CIMIoUaI. 
0IST. 8Y S'tNDlC.t.T1OH lHl"fflWlClNAi. HOATH 
AAlOIICA S'l'MDICAJI IfC. 

ON~1i PwS SIDe, 
1 IWNAYS SOUND 
TElZltIB~Y IU. 
~I~IN 
10 1'.ORK9ICK 
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LEISURE 

CROSSWORD 

ACROSS 

I. Abigail's dismal day off (5,4) 
6. Matches containing sulphur In 

bunches of fi ve (5) 
9. Open cart covered by elegant um-

brella (7) 
10. Lash out, leFt locked inside plant (7) 
11. Joint given to one about to leave (5) 
12. Familiar VS stars, includingoutstand­

ing diver (3,6) 
13. Pre-arranged drill without approval, 

among rocky bens (8) 
15. It's no more than a drop of water (4) 
19. Noisily opening carriage (4) 

Resumed, gi yen international honours 
again (8) 

23. Invoice timber for hoarding (9) 
24. Stalks maiden on trail (5) 
26. Capture in sudden attack (7) 
27. Leathercase in rambling hostehy, not 

closed (7) 
28. Outcome of a word in confidence 

on'es given away (9) 

DOWN 

I. One leaving papers around found a 
Listeller under bed (9) 

2. V nderprotest, bishop has to stand down 
(5) 

3. Second tearn cap or lid (5-3) 
4. Did Babel spread improvised words? 

(8) 
5. Condescend to accept direction in 

projecl (6) 
6. Write up tablet if needing stimulus (6) 
7. Tip to get rid of old car (5,4) 
8. A bit of Asparagus - mint may be 

added (5) 
14. Picture, even so, is not wholly devoid 

of animation (5-4) 
16. Fatty type of make MOH ponder (9) 
17. Try graphite first for slugs (4,4) 
18. Graduate composer getting up func­

tion (8) 
21. A bishop, by roman law, has to recant 

(6) 
22. Brownie's eccentric cycle (6) 
23. Support for anecdotes taken from 

Xenophon's history (5) 
25. Extremist, having given up painting, 

left university (5) 

"1110 '~l SISBa '£Z "lOW";) 'll 
olnFqy 'Il 10104""a 'SI 104SP"0, 'LI 4d10wOPU3 '91 O)lllI'lS 'vl 1BOdS 'S dB04 
dBl"S . L dllllol '9 U~ISOQ .~ poqqllPY 'v dOl-M010S .£ qowoQ 'l ~nq1011'l .[ : NMOa 

41BWlOUY '6c OAOIS '8Z 101sloH 'Le 
oJnzlos '90 wlnBH 'VZ pJUoqllla '£c poddBoo~ 'Ol llBD '61 OJOW SI uo~odsoa '£1 
Joddlp ~18 'cl Moql3 '11 O~JnldS '01 IOJqwn~'6 slslol'9 pmw SAPB,'I : SSO~;)V 

NOI.Lfl'10S 
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BRIDGE 

NORTH 5-5 

WEST 
053 
• Q J 10 J 
• Q 1092 
.. A 10 6 

• K 8 6 
• 865 
• K 6 4 
.. Q 9 3 2 

EAST 
.. J 102 
, A9U 

" .. KJ875 

SOUTH 
.AQ974 

• K7 tAJ875 •• 
Vulnerable: North·South 
Dealer: West 

The bidding: 

West North East South 
Pass Pass Pass 1 .. 
Pass 2 .. Pass 4 .. 
All_ 

Opening lead: Heart queen 

"You pay a great deal too dear for 
what's given freely . .. 

- SHAKESPEARE 

When declarer gi ves you an opportu­
nity to score a small trump. should you grab 
it while you can? Be careful. Not many 
declarers are certified members of the Phil­
anthropic Trick-Donating Society. 

West leads his heart queen to East's 
ace, and East returns a heart to South's king. 
After South cashes the ace and king of 
trumps, he leaves a trump at large to begin 
the diamonds. Hecashesdummy'sdiamond 
king and leads another diamond. Should 
East ruff with his "useless" trump jack? 

If he does, he is betting South has 
forgotten to draw East's last rump. If East 
accepts South's gift and ruffs with his trump 
jack, South enjoys an easy time. He cashes 
his diamond ace and ruffs a diamond with 
dummy's last trump, limiting his losses to 
only a heart, a club and the diamond ruFf. 

It's a different story if East is suspi­
cious and refuses to ruff. After East dis­
cards, what can SOUlh do? If he cashes his 

ace and concedes a diamond, West will 
cash his club ace and lead a fourth dia­

mond For East to ruff. And if South fi­
nesses in diamonds, the onetrick set ar­
rives even sooner. 

Ruffmg one of declarer's winners is a 
good strategy; ruffing one of his losers is 
usually worth nothing. • 
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FORUM 

Banking For The Rural Poor 
By BAL RAM POUDEL 

The modern banking sector has developed significantly after the 
restoration of multiparty democracy in 1990. More than a d.ozen 
joint-venture banks (NBs) are in operation today. These banks 
are in cutthroat competition in urban areas 10 optimjze profits. 
Credit card, Automated Teller Machine, diverse banking trans­
actions, mobile banking are some of the modern facilities seen in 
the major cities of Nepal these days. 

The rural poor might have expected the development of the 
banking sector to contribute in a meaningful way to bringing 
them out of their poverty. Many policy makers probably had the 
same feeling. The rural branches of two old commercial banks. 
Nepal Bank Ltd. (NBL) and Rastriya Banijya Bank Ltd. (RBB), 
too, might have expected the new banks to support their decades­

long 
endeavors to serve the rural poor. 
Thecontributionsofthe RBB and theNBL in rural Nepal are 

laudable, although they were set up with same objectives of rhe 

ever,low capital base, insufficient edu(.;ationai and management 
skills as well as lack of clear vision for the future are hindering 
them. Because of legal provisions. cooperatives have very lim­
ited banking functions. Moreover, they are mostly limited to 
areas where other development programs arc implemented with 
external support, mainly through NGOs and INGOs. 

Is this what the rura l poor were expecting? Are existing 
policies properly implemented in order to ensure the welfare of 
the rural poor? Isn ' t the urban-centered banking approach unfair 
la the majority of Nepali s who live in rural areas and are the 
backbone of national econol11 ic development ? There are re s 
in the media that priority-sector investment is often place s 
fixed deposit in the same JVB in the name of some rural 
development bank. The penalty that the NRB may impose for 
violating these rules (either opening branch or investing into 
priority sector) is very soft on offenders. 

The nation needs to concentrate on how policies and prac­

NBs - to provide banking ser­
vices to the nation and optimize 
profits for investors. 

Is this what the rural poor were expecting? 
tices could be made more equi­
table toward the needy and the 
rural poor. Onc very coura­

geous step would be to ask t 
these banks lO invest by open­
ing branchc!<. in specified areas. 
The NRB can do thi s by rank­
ing the districts according to 
the economic development in­
dex as well as economic viabil­
ity. Furthermore, District De­
velopment Committees could 
be involved to determine 

In Nepal, more than 80 per­
cent of the population resides in 
the rural areas. Unemployment. 
endemic poverty and lack of 
economic opportunities are 
major hindrances to national de­
velopmentendeavors. Develop­
ment efforts are now being 
gradually diverted toward rural 
areas. In the absence of the rural 

Are existing policies properly implemented in 
order to ensure the welfare of the rural poor? 
Isn't the urban-centered banking approach 
unfair to the majority of Nepalis who live in 
rural areas and are the backbone of national 
economic development? There are reports in 
the media that priority-sector investment is 
often placed as fixed deposit in the same JVB in 
the name of some rural development bank. 

community's easy access to 
banks. however. these efforts would prove meaningless. 

In many places, it takes up to two days' walk to reach to the 
nearest branch of the RBB ortheNBL(and in some instances, the 
Agriculture Development Bank), which are located at district 
headquarters. Transponation. where it is available. is expensive 
for most people. 

The Nepal Rastra Bank (NRB), the nation's central bank, 
develops policies and priorities for effective operation of finan­
cial institutions. Another important function of the central bank 
is to streamline financial institutions in keeping with the nation's 
development priorities. 

The NRB requires banks to open one rural branch or two 
sub-urban ranches (branches in adjoining Village Development 
Committees ofspecitied municipalities) before they can open an 
urban branch. In add~tion, a bank is required to invest 12 percent 
of its total investment in the priority sectors. 

Saving and credit groups and co-operatives are symbols of 
local efforts and initiatives. Their effort to serve the community 
as an alternative banking system needs to be appreciated. How-
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priority 1'01' spec ific locations 
(say, Village Development Committees). The requirement to 
open rural branches before opening an urban branch should be 
strictly implemented. Priority-sector investment needs {Q be 
accelerated and banks should invest only through their own rural 
branches rather than keeping funds in fixed deposits at urban 
centers in the name of some rural financial institutions. 

The present policies need to be reviewed and reworked. The 
NRB needs to fulfill its supervisory role elfectively and honestly . I 
Another important task is to provide better guidance to saving 
and credit cooperatives so that. in the end. they could serve the 
wider community more effectively .. The major challenge un­
doubtedly would lie in implementing these policies effectively. 

Economic upliftment of the rural poor is essential not only 
for the nation but also for the JVBs and other linancial institu­
tions in order to maintain thei r present level or profitability over 
the long tenn. Only then can our vision of development and a 
more equitable society be translated into reality. • 

(Mr. POl/del is an ACCA srudenl) 
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Cash out all day and 

everyday, 365 days a year, 

24 hours a day, no more 

holiday created tentions 

including Saturdays and 

Sundays nor any other 

holidays ... 

Nabil has introduced ATM 

Service permitting fast cash 

withdrawal and balance 

enquiry for your conven­

ience from our Kanitpath, 

New Road and 

Lalitpur Branch. 

Your Bank at Your Service: 

;Itqr(:r JRi1 hi fl:tfilthl 

Nabil!iJ&JIJil[f{ •• u., •• Nepal Arab Bank 
.......... Llmlted 

Nabil House, p.a . Box: 3729 
Kamaladi, Kalhmandu , Nepal 
Cable: NABIL, KATHMANDU 

Tel: 429546-47, Fax: 429548, 
Tlx: 2385 NABIL NP, 2430 NABILD NP 

E-mail: nabil @nabil.com.np 
Web: www. lravel-nepal.com/nabilbank 



Casino Nepal 
Soaltee Compound 

Tahachal. Kalhmandu 
Tol: 270244, 271011 
Fax: 977-1-271244 

E-mail: rdt@mos.com.np 

Hotel Everest 
New Baneshwor 

Tol48B100 
Fax 977-1-4902B4 

Casino Anna 
Hotel de L' Annapuma 

Durbar Marg. Kathmandu 
Tol: 223479 

Fax: 977-1-22522B 
E-mail everest@mos cam np E-mail: casanna@mos_com.np 

Website: http://www.casinosnepal.com 

Casino 
Holel Yak & Yeti 

Durbar Marg 
Tol : 2284B1 

Fax: 977-1-223933 
E-mail: royat@mos.com.np 
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