
• GOVT. MAOIST TALKS 

• NINTH SAF: PUT OFF 

• PROPERTY RIGHTS 



' r 

\:I ~ superior Pepsodent 
GERM'CHECK PLUS FORMULA 

"i! FLUORIDE 
WtRT~ 

~ 

~~ Pfiiisodent 
FIGHTS GERMS EVEN HOURS AFTER BRUSHING 



CONTENTS 

Page 

Letters 3 

News Notes 4 

Briefs 6 

Unquote 7 

Off The Record 8 
COVER STORY: What Will Be The Fallout? 
The US strikes on Afghanistan are expected to trigger tensions 

SAARC : New Equation 10 in this region. 

ECONOMY: Rajendra K. Khetan 12 

JUDICIARY: Standing Against All Odds 13 

NINTH SAF GAMES: New Calendar 14 

AUDITOR·GENERAL'S REPORT: Following The money 15 

, CUMENTARY FILM FESTIVAL: Forum For Talents 

PROPERTY RIGHTS: Gender Gap 

PERSPECTIVE: Dr. Shyam Thapa 

BOOK REVIEW 

THE BOTTOMLINE 

OPINION: Nisehal Nath Pandey 

PASTIME 

VIEW POINT: Mohan Dhakal 

FORUM: Benjamin Bassin 

SPOTLIGHT/OCTOBER 12.2001 

20 

21 

24 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

32 

INTERVIEW: 
Dr. Bhagwan Koirala 

Page 16 

the two sides prepare to sit 
the third round of talks, 

1Q()UO'tS rise whether they will 
ISlleeCl~d to chalk out a definite 

to restore peace. 
Page 10 

Director of Shahid Ganga Lal Na··L.._ 
tional Heart Center, D'. l\.Oltrru"r 
speaks about issues relating 
diae problems. 



SPOTLIGHT 
THE NA1lONAL NEWSMAGAZINE 

I VoL 21, No.16, 0cIDber 12. 2001 (-26, 2058) I 
Chief E_ And Publ ....... 
Madhav Kumar RImaI 

Editor 
Sarila RImaI 

"""Inll Editor 
Kashab Poud .. 

A .......... Editor 
Bhaglrelh Vogl 

lenlo' Reporter 
Sanjaya DhakaI 

ReporIIIr 
Akshay Sharma 

o.lgn Md Layout 
Jyotl Singh 

Photographer 
Nlshchal Chapagain 

Art 
M.S.Khokna 

Legal Advisor 
Advocate Lot< Bhakta Rana 

Marketing/Advertisement 
Sarlt Rlmal (USA) 

Marketing 
Madan Kaji Basnat 
Navin Kumar Maharjan 
Madan Raj Poudel 
Bishnu Prasad Chaulagain 

Editorial OffIce 
GPO Box 7256, Baiuwatar, Kalhmandu, 
Tal: (977·1) 423127, Fax: (977.1) 417845 
Chief EdKo(s : 435594, 
E·mail: spot@mall.com.np 
Internet Add: http://www.nepaJnaws.com/ 
spoUlght 

Cover Design 
Wordscape 
GPO 6975, EPC 5620, Katharndnu Nepal, 
Ph: 263096, 261831" Fax: 917·1-439366 

Distribution 
Bazaar Intemational 
228 sanchaya Kosh Bldg. Kathmandu 
G.P.O Box 2460, Ph: 222983 Fax: 229437 
e-mail: bazaar@mos.com.np 

Printers: Kishoroffset Press (P.) Ltd. 
P.O. Box 4665, Galkopakha, Thamel, 
Kathmandu,Tel: 351044(Off),351172 (Res.), 
Fax: 977·1-351172, 
E-mail: kishor@groupktm.mos.com.np 

2 

C.D.O. Regd. No 
151/039-40 

Postal Regd, No 
421057/58 

V.S. Library of Congress 
CalaJogue No. 91·905060 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

r[he Anglo-American strike against Afghanistan in retaliation to the terrorist 
attacks on World Trade Centers in New York and the Pentagon in Washington 
D.e. has started a war that is sure (0 generare far reaching repercussions all over 
the world. Even though Afghanistan has been totally isolated and can hardly 
stand up to the might of the United States, not to say anything about the world 

coalition,.to imagine that the victors will ever tame the fanatic Islamic fundamenta li sts and restore 
uninterrupted peace in the world would be nothing but foolhardy. As long as there is one man 
willing to dedicate his life to his perverted cause, no country in the world can totally feel free of 
terrorists. The Talibans and the AI·Qaeda can be annihilated. Can the world coalition cleanse the 
hearts of the weird fanatics of the hatred they bear for their enemies? If history is any testimony, 
it is impossible. Consequently, it must be underslOod without the least bit of reservation that 
flushing out the terrorists is not the final solution. They must make sincere efforts to bring justice 
to the deprived people. Whether it is the Balkans, the Middle-east. Kashmir or Nepal, the smaller 
peoples and nations have to be protected from the domineering and aggressive acts of their 
neighbors. 

War against terrorism wil l have to bea long drawn out affair. The causes that encourage terrorism 
have to be eradicated. The Indian Prime minister Atal Behari Vajpayee could not have uucred a 
better truth when he said, "It is for America to decide whether terrorism is a global phenomenon 
or whether it is restricted to just one individual. America alone can detennine whether it will 
address the symptom of terrorism or the system of terrorism. Afghanistan is (only) a symptom. 
America will have to look at the sanctuaries provided to terrorists. at the training camps. at the 
arms and money flowing into the lands of terrorists if it wants to get rid of terrorism root and 
branch." We Nepalese do honorthe Indian Prime minister and trust he believes in what he says. 
Will heapply same principle to the Nepalese Maoists and olherterrorist groups in the region? We, 
along with the world, will wait and see. 

The United States has indeed a very tough job in its hand. It has not only to provide total peace 
and security to its own people, but as numero tUlO power in the world. has the responsibili ty to 
guard against serious unrest in any part of the world. And this demands a stupendous exercise 
on their part. They have to treat every information about terrorism with greatest care. They just 
cannot afford to ignore or neglect any leaks that may lead them to the hardcore militants and 
terrorists. And all the peace loving peoples of the world have to cooperate with the United States 
and furnish all kinds of information to them. And the United States has to meticulously use all 
the informations to reach to the terrorists. Eventhough the whole world is focusing on Osama Bin 
Laden, the AI-Qaeda and the Talibans at the moment. they have to address other flash points li' . 
the Middle-east and Kashmir too without undue delay. It is true that the Middle·east has bee 
the forefront of global politics and Kashmir has been sidelined for long. But in the change 
scenario of international equations, the United States has to accord increased importance to the 
solution of the Kashmir problem as it is directly related to the well being of more than one fifth 
of the world's poor population. The people of Kashmir have suffered greatly and it is high time 
they were delivered from an unjust rule and given the right to choose their own destiny. It need 
not be emphasized that this perennial problem has been responsible to gencrate a great deal of 
internal and external terrorism that has cost many valuable human lives. Ifthc Unitcd States and 
the United Nations still prevaricate to resolve this nagging problem, no one need be surprised if 
it bred some terrible terrorism. The United States and its allies in the fight against terrorism must 
not overlook the importance of narrowing the gap between the haves and the have·nms, as it is 
also one of the important factors that breeds terrori sm. One other factor that is greatly responsible, 
in generating terrorism. like in Nepal, is political corruption in poor developing countries of the 
world. The democratic leaders oflhe world cannot continue propping up corrupt politicians in the 
name of supporting democracy. They must nOl fail to appreciate that live humans must be given 
greater respect than lifeless ideologies. Ifthey are really keen to mitigate terrorism from the face 
of [he world , they must come to the rescue of the deprived peoples. Otherwise.i i ke a Nepal i sayi ng 
goes "The crow will keep cawing while the oilcake will keep on drying." • 

N" ... K.~, R;'" 
. ~:ief Editor& Publisher 
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Whither Tourism? 
The most immediate fall

out on Nepal from the terrorist 
attacks in the United States is the 

A erse impact on the tourism 
Wd ustry ("G loomy Days 
Ahead", SP01LIGHT, October 
5). Already leading hotels are 
receivingcancellaljons. With the 
aviation sector in the focus of 
insecurity, very few people 
would dare to venture out of 
their homes in the next couple of 
months at least. By then. the 
damage would have been done, 
as far as Nepal is concerned. 
This is the peak season for the 
country's tourism industry. An
other body blow has been dealt 
La a sectorthat was alreadystrug
gling for Life. Can it survive? 

Harsha Tamaflg 
Chandol 

Increase Incentives 
The only way out from the 

present turmoil is to give in..:en-
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tives for investment and improve 
the environment for business in 
the country ("Gloomy Days 
Ahead", SPOTLIGHT, October 
5). Unlesstheengineofeconomy 
is kept running, theeounuy would 
come to a standstill. Of course, 
times are not easy ,but pulling out 
of the morass is n01 impossible. 
Mankind has always come ou! of 
troubling times victorious. Let's 
not allow a few terrorists to hi
jack our way of living. 

Kamal Baidya 
Satdobato 

Sorry Sector 
The disastrous effect of the 

terrorist attacks in !.he United 
States on Nepal 's ganncnt sector 
is truly remarkable ("Terror Fall
out", SP01LIGHT, October 5). 
The ganncnt sector seems to be 
haunted by some malignant fate. 
One after another. a series of 
events like strikes, insecurity and 
terrorism, has thronled the sec-

Economic 
Downturn 

The terrorist attacks on 
the twin towers of the World 
Trade Center and the Penta
gon are having global ramifi
cations on the financial sector 
("Gloomy Days Ahead" , 
SPOTLIGHT, October 5). 
Even a faraway country like 
Nepal is likely to face diffi
cult times in tltedays to come, 
as indicated by your cover 
story. As matters are beyond 
our control. the country is 
helpless. The number of poor 
people is likely to increase if 
the situation does not improve 

soon. That would further push 
us deeper into the crevasse 01' 
wretchedness. 

Diwas KC 
Battisputali 

tor. This would have a tremen
dously negative impact on the 
country's economy. For a sector 
that was among the largest for
eign exchange earners, its col
lapse will mean serious economic 
trouble nexl year. 

Rajesh SIIrestha 
Ghaltekula 

What Now? 
The article "Terror Fallout" 

indicated that workers are being 
laid off en masse from the gar
ment sector (SP01LIGHT, Oc
tober 5). This would mean the 
number of unemployed people 
will soar, which in turn wil l bring 
down consumer spending and 
trigger economic recession. Un
less the authorities come up with 
concrete plans to relocare these 
unemployed people. the coming 
days are going to be extremely 
difficult. Adding to the woes. the 
insurgents and other violent ele
ments are waiting in the wings to 

lure jobless people into the ir fold. 
Keshab Bista 
Maharajgunj 

Against Terrorism 
Apropos the article "PaJ1i

sans of Peace" (SPOTLIGHT, 
September 28), it is clear that 
Nepalese M usl ims areall against 
terrorism anywhere. The anicle 
was very relevrult coming at a 
time when some sections of 
western society were branding 
all Muslims as supporters of ter
rorism. The Nepalese Muslims 
deserve praise for their digni
fied sland against the violence 
committed against innocent 
people in the name of religion. 
They arc also a proud commu
nity who have been living in 
harmony with people from other 
religions for years. 

Sushil Gurllllg 
Naikap 

Interesting Report 
The almost-rosy lntema

lional Monetary Fund report on 
Nepal's economic progress is a 
bit out of sync in the present 
context ("S traggling Along", 
SPOTLIGHT, September 28). 
Since national and intemational 
circumstances have changed so 
drastically in recent months, the 
report may not correctly predict 
the situation of the coming days. 
Definitely. the effects of the glo
bal economic recession would 
affect us. In fact, Nepal is facing 
difficult times in the national. 
regional and international fronts. 
lnsidc the country, there is an 
apparent anxiety over the out
come of gqvernment-Maoistdia
logue. Tn the region, South Asia 
is likely to become the vortex of 
the global war all terrorism. In 
the wider international context, 
the country could lose the atten
tion of many donor countries, 
which are already preoccupied 
with matters concerning their 
own securi ty. 

Shekhar Chand 
Kumaripati 
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NEWSNOTES 

Maoists Release 
Policemen 

In accordance with party chainnan 
Comrade Prachanda's announcement on 
releasing all policemen and private citi
zens in their captivity, the underground 
Maoist party freed 26 more policemen 
from mid-western district of Rukum 
Wednesday, Janadisha, a pro-Maoist 
daily reported. According to the report, 
the number of policemen released so far 
has reached 49. More policemen will be 
releas~d, the daily said. The Home Min
istry is yet to confirm the latest release of 
the policemen , who were abducted from 
Holeri police post in Rolpa district by the 
rebels nearly three months back. The 
daily quoted a highly placed Maoist 
source as saying Lhat the underground 
party was ready to sit for talks with the 
government any time "if the latter cre
ated a conducive environment for talks," 
The pany has demanded the release of its 
leaders, including Matrika Yadav, mak
ing public the situation of missing per
sons, withdrawing Public Security Regu
lations and Armed Police Force and or
dering Royal Nepalese Army personnel 
back lO the balTacks, among other things. 
Compiled from reports Oct. 7. 

Airline's Permission 
Withdrawn 

At a time when Nepalese travel trade 
entrepreneurs arc feeling the heat in the 
aftermath of last month 's terrorist at
tacks on the United States, a government 
agency has withdrawn its permission to 
allow chartered flights from Taiwan to 
Nepa\. According to a news report , the 
Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal 
(CAAN) has withdrawn its preliminary 
approval to Mandarin Airlines. a Tai
wanese company, while the airljnes was 
all set to operate a chartered night from 
Taipei to Kathmandu carrying 100 Tai
wanese tourists on Thursday. The CAAN 
gave no reason for its decision. Mean
while, the Pacific Asia Travel Associa
tion Nepal chapter has expressed serious 
reservations over the government's deci
sion and has demanded that it be wi th
drawn in the interest of Nepal's tourism 

industry. Kantipur Oct. 4. 

Gupta Blames 
Finance Ministry 

In what is seen as yet another ex
ample of a tug-of-war among government 
mjnistries, Minister for lnfonnation and 
Communications Jaya Prakash Prasad 
Gupta has said the special rural telecom
munication program launched by the gov
ernment would not be completed on time 
due to lack of adequate budget alloca-

lions. Gupta said out of the $70 million 
project, which aimed Lo provide at least 
two telephone lines in eacb Village De
velopment Committee in the coun try, the 
government was to provide $40 million. 
Talks are being held with the Financc 
Ministry and if the resources are not made 
available, it will take another four years to 
complete the project, Gupta told the House 
of Representalives Tuesday. Out of the 
country's 3,914 VDCs, 1,761 have com
munication facilities. RSS news agency 
reports. 

South Asian 
Maoists Slam US 

A group of 10 Maoist parties from 
Nepal, India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka 
have condemned, opposed and called to 
resist what they called US war efforts in 
the aftermath of the "unprecedented at
tacks at the World Trade Ccnter and 
Pentagon last month". In a statement 

issued by the Co-ordination Committee 
of Maoist Parties and Organizations of 
South Asia (CCOMPOSA) on Septcm
ber 24 but faxed to media organizations 
in Kathmandu on Sunday (Oct. 7), the 
parties said they strongly condemned "the 
warmonger US trying to drag the world 
towards a massive war." They have also 
condemned what they called servile role 
of the reactionary governments of South 
Asian region for "dancing to the Wne of 
US imperialism in the name of counter
ing terrorism." Jnterestingly, the Maoist 
parties have not condemned the terrorist 
attacks in the United States that are 
lieved to have killed more Ihan 
people and injured an equal number of 
people on September 11. Compiledfrol1l 
reports Oct. 7. 

US Envoy Lauds 
Nepal's Support 

us charge d'affaires Larry Dinger 
has said Nepal' s willingness to help in 
every way tocounter terrorism iscncour
aging. In an interview with the official 
news agency. Dinger said terrorism is a 
global problem and that anti-terrorism 
e fforts had focused on South Asia. Re
sponding to a question about the Maoist 
insurgency in Nepal. Di nger said he hoped 
that negotiations would bdngsome fruits 
adding that pcaceful process is the 0 

reliable way to resolve Ihe problem. De
mocracy is the only legitimate way to 

handle the problem, he sa id. "We also 
believe in the rule of law and the slale has 
the responsibility to protect private prop
erty and personal security," Dinger said. 
RSS news agellcy reports Oct. 8. 

Investors Being Sought 
Nepalese oflicial s are looking for 

pr9spective investors to develop the 250 
MW Rolwaling (Upper Tamakoshi) hy
dropowerproject in eastern Nepal, a news
paper reported . While most of the hydro
power projects developed in Nepal have 
cost up to US$2,500 to generate 1 MW of 
power, the in Rolwaling wi ll not exceed 
more than $1, 100 MW. said a prciiminary 
study conducted by the Nepal Electricity 
Authority (NEA) in July. The total project 
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NEWSNOTES 

cost is estimated at $277 million, includ
ing the construction of lOO-km 220 KV 
transmission line and 37-km access road. 
A 300-meter.-high natural dam has re
duced the project cost significantly, said 
Bishnu Barn Malla, executive director of 
the NEA. NEA officials said they were 
exploring both domestic and foreign in
vestment to develop the attractive project 
Space Time Sep. 25. 

'Maoists Planning 
Attacks' 

At a time when the government and 
aoist rebels are preparing for the third 
und of peace talks, the government has 

beefed up security after getting informa
lion that the rebels were preparing to mount 
assaults on the beadquarters of three north
ern districts, Mugu, Kalikot and Jumla, a 
newspaper reported Tuesday. A secret 

Maoist-affected village 

circular sent by Police Headquarters in 
Kathmandu to subordinate offices clearly 
hinted that there was no possibility of a 
peaceful solution to the insurgency and 
asked police to check the movement of 
anncd guerrillas toward sensitive areas. 
The Police HQ pointed to tpe possibility 
of Maoist attacks in other districts as well. 
The Maoist party has dispatched guerril
las and arms at Siunaand Thirpu in Kalikot 
district. some seven hours' trek away from 
the district headquarters, police said. They 
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said the Maoists might try to capture the 
whole district after [ndia refused to pro
vide them shelter. Police have made nec
essary arrangements in cooperation with 
the Royal Nepalese Army to counter the 
possible assaults, a senior police official, 
who declined to be named, said in 
Nepalgunj. Nepal Samacizarpalra Oct. 2. 

town of Tulsipur in Dang district after 
four days. The curfew was imposed last 
week as agitating crowds were vandaliz
ing public transport vehicles demanding 
compensation forthe death of two school 
students who died when a bus overran 
them last Saturday. The crowd vandal
ized dozens of passenger buses causing 
an estimated loss of more than Rs 10 

million and burnt down a ticket counter 
belonging to the bus rentrepreneurs. A 
protester was ki1led and nine others in
jured when police opened fire to control 
the crowd. The local administration im
posed a curfew since Monday. Compiled 
from reports. • 

'Look Toward 
Asian Countries' 

In order to mitigate the adverse im
pact on Nepal's tourism industry in the 
aftermath of the September 11 terrorist 
attacks in the United States, travel trade 

entrepreneurs have r---------~~~----------_J 
said the country 
should focus on its 
immediate neigh
bars and South East 
Asiancountries. Tek 
Chandra Pokhrel, a 
senior tourism entre
preneur. said Nepal 
should focus on In
dia, China, Hong 
Kong, Singapore 
and Japan to attract 
morc vi sitors. The 
travel trade leaders 
demanded that the 
government intro
duce a special pack
age to offset the ad
verseimpaclon tour
ism, Meanwhile, 
Nepal and China are 
going to sign a 
memorandum of un
derstanding next 
month to open the 
doorto Chinese tour
ists to Nepal. Com
piled from reports 
Ocl.2. 

Curfew Lifted 
In Thlsipur 

The local ad
mini stration ha s 
lifted an indefinite 
curfew imposed in 
the mid-western 
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BRIEFS 

King recelvmg credentials from Myanmar's 
ambassador to Nepal U Ne Win 

THE YOUNGEST OF THE QUADRUPLETS UNDERGOING 
treatment ala hospital in Pokhara has died. reports said. Rupa Shreslha 
Thapa, 28, gave birth to a son in her house last week and a day later, 
she delivered three more sons at the Western Zonal hospital. While me 
condition of two babies had improved, the other two were kept at the 
intensive care unit at the Manipal Teaching Hospital. The birth of 
identical male quadruplets is considered very rare. 

AFTER NEIGHBORING INDIA DESCRIBED THEM AS A 
terrorist outfit. serious differences have cropped up within the Maoist 
rank and file on the issue of continuing their insurgent activities, Naya 
Sadak daily reported last week. According to the newspaper, party 
chairman Comrade Prachanda and other senior leaders are in favor of 
finding a peaceful solution through talks with the government. How
ever. gun-toting guerrillas and militia are against any sort of agreement 
with the government and have threatened a revolt if the leaders struck 
any such deal. 

TOTAL GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE REGISTERED A 
growth of 80.3 percent to Rs 2967.7 million in the first month offiscal 
year 2001-02. a monthly report published by the Nepal Rastra Bank 
(NRB) said. Of the total expenditure, regular spending rose by 11 6.6 
percent to Rs 942.9 million. Development expenditure rose by a 
whopping 241.8 pereen!!o Rs 195.5 million. The flow of bank credit 
to the private sector increased by 0.5 percent to Rs 649.2 million. On 
the external front, a moderate growth of exports and a moderate 
dec line in imports helped to narrow the trade deficitand. subsequently, 
the current account deficit during the review period. the central bank 
said. Foreign exchange reserve in the country was sufficient to cover 
merchandize import of one year, the report said. 

AT LEAST TEN PEOPLE WERE KILLED AND 32 OTHERS 
injured when a passenger bus fell some 200 feel off the road into a 
ravine in the mid-western district ofDang Sunday afternoon. Accord
ing [Q police, the bus met with the accident at a place called Mashot, 
nearly 400 km west of the capital. Kathmandu. The bus was on its way 
to Nepalgunj . a mid-western lawn, from Tulsipur in the same region. 
Police said the injured passengers are undergoing treatment at hospi
tals in the vicinity. 

THE REGISTRATION OF 955 INDUSTRIES THAT FAILED 

6 

to renew their papers has been canceled in the far-western district of 
Kailali. According 10 the Cottage and Small Industries Office in the 
district, out of the 2.276 industries registcred , only 1,32 1 have retained 
the permission. Out of those registered, only 40 percent are properly 
operating. the office said. 

ABOUT 600 FORMER KAMAIYAS (BONDED LABORERS) 
have been rehabilitated in the far-wes tern district of Kailali. officia ls 
said. According to Khadga Bahadur Chapagain. convenor of the 
kamaiya rehabilitation and land registration cOlTlmittce. more than 600 
bighas of land have been allocated to the former kamaiyas. or the 
5,679 families identified as kamaiyas in the district.. 5.130did not have 
any land. The government abolished the kamaiya sys tem in the 
country in July last year. 

THE JAPANESE EMBASSY IN KATHMANDU HAS PRO· 
vided a grant assistance ofRs 3.45 million to set upa Human 
Center al the Federation of Nepalese Chamber of Commerce 
Industry (FNCCI). Under an agreement signed Monday. the grant will 
be used to procure equipment for different projects being launched by 
the FNCCI. FNCCl President Ravi Bhakta Shreslha and Japanese 
Ambassador Mitsuaki Kojima signed the agreement. 

ACTrvISTS BELONGING TO NEPAL PEASANTS FORUM, 
affiliated to the Terai-based Nepal Sadbhavana Party (NSP), last week 
burnt copies of the fifth amendment bill concerning land ceiling 
introduced by the government in parliament. The NSP activists also 
demanded that the government withdraw the bill. which they sa id was 
a "conspiracy against the farmers of the terai". The NSP has been 
boycotting parliamentary proceedings demanding that Cl ceiling on 
private property should also be introduced. 

THE NEPALESE GOVERNMENT, THE NORDIC DEVELOP
ment Fund (NDF) and the OPEC Fund for International Development 
have signed an agreement at NDF headquarters in Helsinki on Septem
ber 18. The NDF and OPEC Fund have agreed to provide a loan 
assistance of SDR 7.2 million (approximately Rs 675.9 million) a,. 
US$ 13.7 million (approximate ly Rs 1207.7 million) respecti vel. 
Nepal for the execution of the Melamchi Water Supply Project. The 
loan assis tance from the NDFwi11 be used for tile Melamchi Diversion 
Scheme component of the project. The loan from the OPEC Fund will 
be used for construction of access roads. 

DUE TO COMPARATIVELY HIGHER PRICES IN NEPAL, 
nearly 100,000 liters of milk is entering Nepal every day, entrepre
neurs said. The Nepal Dairy Association has said higher cOSt of 
production and the policy of 'mi lk holiday' have added to Nepali 
farmers' burden. The association has demanded that a coJlective 
power plant be set up in the country to convert milk imo powdcr, 
Aparanha daily reported. 

ADDRESSING THE SEVENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEET
ing of Nepal Courier Service Association here Sunday, Finan('e 
Minister Dr. Ram Sharan Mahat said a lthough Nepalese tourism and 
industrial sectors are reeling from the global recession, the attack on 
Afghanistan by the Un ited States would not affecl SAARC countries. 
He, however, admitted that recent developments were not encourag
ing in terms of attracting investment. The minisrersaid lhegovernment 
was ready to act against corruption, mismanagement and fraud. which. 
he said, were hindering the development. • 
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QUOTE UNQUOTE 

"Let the peace talks be successful. You also come to the elections. We will be happy." 

Madhav Kumar Nepal. leader of the main opposition alld gelleral secretary of Ullified Marxist-Lellillist. collnterillg 
allegations by the Maoists that the UML was trying to spoil the dialogue. in Gorkhapatra. 

"I . . fth . . t IS the prerogative 0 e pnme min-

ister to reshuffle his cabinet. I am not 
going to put any demands before rum ." 

Sushil Koirala. gelleral secretary of 
Nepali COllgress. expressing hisfidl 
support to the Deuba government, ill 
Bimarsha. 

• * * 

"T . L .. I heMarXlst- emmstparty lastoagree 

10 the decisions of the sixth convention." 
Bharat Mohan Adhikary, former 
minister alld senior leader of UML, 
on the proposed UML-ML unifica
tion, ill Drishti . 

* * * 

"Unless we take policy initiatives to 

empower the parliament to make laws on 
succession to throne, it would not be pos
sible to defeat the Maoists ' slogans for 
repubIJc." 

Narahari Acharya, cemral member 
of Nepa/i COllgress. ill Spacetime 
Daily. 

• * * 
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• • • 

"T . h d' I . he aim of tela ogue IS to end the 

terror not end the talks." 
Ram Challdra Poudel, for 
Iller deputy Prim e millister and 
senior Congress leader, a lleg ing 
Ih e polilical leaders of focussillg 
merely Oil quick wrap-up of the 
ongoing dialogu e between the 
government and the Maois ts, 
while speaking in the parliament, in 

WJ,at .

Shoulcf I 
use? 

Himalaya Times. 
* • * 

"T he UML has to correct the decisions 

of its sixth convention." 
Siddlti Lal Sillgh, forme r minister 
alld sellior leader of ML. laying 
out conditions for the proposed 
UML-ML wlIjication, in Drishti. 

* • * 

"I wantto migrate to the land of oppor

tunities and this DV-2003 program has 
raised hopes." 

Ravi Rasaili. agricllllllre engineer, 
who H'Q11tS to go the United States to 
enhance his career, in The 
Kathmandu Post. 

* * * 

"I . . k sometimes thIn the progress of the 

Nepalese film industry has been unneces
sari ly rapid." 

Ugyel! Chhopel, Sikkim-based 
director of Neptl/ijilms. ref/eclillg 
on the improvements in Nepalese 
film industry, ill Gorkhapatra. 

* • • 

7 



OFF THE RECORD 

Democratic Reply 
Two years ago when the 

Nepali Congress de<:ided to 
support Raslriya Prajatanlra 
Party candidate Or. 
Mohammed Mohasin for the 
chairmanship of the National 
Assembly , many Congress 
leaders criticized their party 's 
decision, saying Or. Mohasin 
was a hard-liner pancha who 
did not have faith in democratic 

values. In recent legislative 
debates, Or. Mohasin proved 
how finnly he is committed to 
democracy than se lf-pro
claimed democrats. His actions 
have shown that he is strong 
believer in freedom, democracy 
and the constitution. As House 
of Representatives Speaker 
Taranath Ranabhat, a fonner 
Congress general secretary, 
failed to discourage MPs from 
denigrating the independence 
of the judiciary, the Muslim 
leader of the world's only Hindu 
kingdom strongly issued a rul
ing asking elders not raise any 
co ntroversy. Whatever SQ

called democrats said about Dr. 
Mohasin, hehas proved his loy
alty and comll'itment to the 
constitution and an indepen
dent judiciary more than any
one else has. A man can be 
evaluated not on the basis of his 
face and race but based on his 
commitment to the fundamen-
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tal values of the existing sys
tem. Is nOlOr. Mohasin's com
mitment a fitting reply to his 
critics? 

Man Of Words 
Prime Minister Sher Ba

hadur Oeubahasendeared him
self to many as a man of sweet 
words. As far as action is con
cerned, the premier is regarded 
as too leisurely or, sometimes, 
outright indifferent. Ever since 
becoming prime minister in 
July, Oeubahas made so many 
commitments in so many areas 
that his aides must be having a 
hard time helping him keeps 
his word. At a recent function, 
Oeuba proje<:ted himself as the 
only head of government con
cerned about children's wel
fare. He directed the Ministry 
of Health lO put in place incu
bators at Pokhara Hospital as 
soon as possible. If experience 
is any indication, Deuba's 
words are likely to amount to 
litlle more than fleeting sweet
ness. Whether the prime minis
ter can break from the mold, 
only time will tell. 

Birds Of A Feather 
When 511bhas Nembang, 

chairman of the House of Rep
resentatives Public Accounts 
Commiuee, recemly made a 
speech that, in effect, advocated 
limiting the independence of 
the judiciary, it made liulc news, 
It's no secret that his Commu
nist Party of Nepal Unified 
Marxjst-Leninist has always 
wanted the judiciary under the 
control of the party. However, 
when Nepali Congress MP and 
former home minister Puma 
Bahadur Khadka backed 
Nembang's demand, many 
were confounded. How was it 
possible for a die-hard Nepali 
Congress member and a UML 
leader to speak the same lan-

guage? The answer is simple: 
both have the same guru. But 
who is that guru? 

Koirala's Way 
Former prime minister 

Girija Prasad Koirala has mas
tered the skill oftaekJingpeople 
in all kinds of settings. One 
favorite tactic of Koirala is to 
praise the place and people he 
is addressing. If Koirala hap
pens to meet the people of 
Baitadi , he immediately de
clares that he has a personal 
affection with the plaee. When 
he visits Mustang, he does not 
hesitate to claim that the place 
is more or less like his home
town . On many occasions, 
Koirala's ploy works. But 
sometimes it backfires. This 
was what happened at a publie 
function at Biratnagar. his 
hometown . In hi s speech, 
Koirala revealed that the city 

was the place where he started 
his politieal career. While the 
people endured Koirala's exer
tion in stating the obvious, the 
former prime minister contin
ued as if he was addressing 
anything but a hometown audi
ence. 

Speaker's Sense 
After his involvement in 

the high-level committee 
fonned to probe the June I 
massacre alNarayanhity Royal 
Palace, House of Reprcsenta-

tives Speaker Taranalh 
Ranabhat appears to have ac
quired special knowledge in 
investigative procedures. Last 
week Ranabhat claimed that he 
knew how bureaucrats bribed 
ministers. In two public meet
ings. Ranabhat even challenged 
mini sters la prove his statement 
wrong. The speaker's strong 
words did 110t surprise his long
time colleagues. Ranabhat's 
favorite author in his college 
days was Hindi novelist Col. 
Bed Prakash Sharma, who h 
written several thrillers on 
pion age and conspiracies. It 
seems Ranabhat is busy lrying 
to prove that he is that rare 
breed of politicians with hon
esty and integrity. Wherever he 
gocs, Ranabhat spares wastes 
no lime in critiCizing bureau
crats and ministers for their 
corruptbchavior. lfRanabhat's 
sixlh Se·nse is actually so alcrlto 
the slightest hint or graft, he 
might actually prove 10 be more 
effective as the head of the 
country's anti-corruption 
watchdog. 

Red Rhetoric 
Communist leaders 

proficient in using hard-hittin 
words and ear-splitting deliv
ery 10 outdo opponents. This is 
why they always tend to launch 
impassioned exhortations to 
workers to tighl on, even if the 
cause is hazy. CPN-ML leader 
Bam Dev Galltam is known as 
a man of fiery rhetoric. When
ever he addresses public meet
ings, he spares no time in COITI

in'g out with a heavy-dose vo
eabu lary to prove tlldt he is a 
genuinecommunisl. In a recent 
speech, Gautam even used 
words that went on to discredit 
his party leaders. But who is 
Gautam to worry aboullhc im
age of his leaders when the 
audience seemed to be going 
along with him? • 
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GOVT-MAOIST TALKS 

In Limbo 
Both sides may meet for the third time, only to break 
the talks formally 

By A BHAGIRATH YOGI 

W hen government and Maoist ne
gotiators new into Kathmandu 

after Ihe second round of talks last month, 
ey had their own stories to tell reponers. 
uring the Sep. 13-15 talks at the posh 

Tiger Tops resort in the mid-western dis
trict of Bardiya. the three-member Maoist 
team led by former MP !Cri shna Bahadur 
Mahara handed over their core demands 
to the government: institutionalization of 
the republic, formation of an interim gov
ernment and drafting a new constitution. 
In their initial response. the five-member 
official team led by senior Minister 
Chiranjivi Wagle told the Maoists that a 
government elected under the present con
stitution could not meet such demands as 
making Nepal a republic . 

Things seem to be moving very fast 
since then. Though both sides agreed to 
continue negotiations, they did not fix a 
timeframe as they had done during the 

round of talks on August 30 at the 
:"""",,,; Reson. Even after three weeks 

of the second round, nobody knows when 
the third round will take place. 

·'As per the understanding, Prime 
Minister(Sher Bahadur) Deuba himselfis 
to fix the dale and venue for the third 
roundoftalks. But so far we haven' l heard 
anything from him," Padma Ratna Tu
ladhar, one of the two facilitators in the 
talks told SPOTLIGHT Tuesday. ·'Civil 
society should pressure both sides to con
tinue the talks." 

There have been some positi ve de
velopments in between. In response to the 
ehard talk' by Home Minister Khum Ba
hadur Khadka that the government could 
not release all the Maoist activists unilat
erally, Maoist leader Comrade Prachanda 
announced that his party would release all 
the policemen and private citizens under 
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its custody. The rebels said they had re
leased 49 policemen by last week. Offi
cials say there are at least two dozen 
policemen and nearly 100 private citizens 
still under the Maoists' custody. 

In a statement issued Monday after 
his party's politburo meeting, Comrade 
Prachanda urged the government to pre
pare acongenial atmosphere for the talks. 
By econgenial atmosphere' , the Maoists 
mean unconditional release of all their 

Wagle : Keeping fingers crossed 

activists and leaders and withdrawal of 
the Public Security Regulations, among 
other thjngs. Sources said the Home Min
istry was working to amend certain clauses 
in the regulations that give sweeping au
thority to local administration to keep 
people under preventive detention . Offi
cials said they were also screenjng the 
cases of Maoists under custody. 

More than internal dynamics, the 
changed international environment is be
lieved to have put the Maoists on the 

defensive. Within a fortnight of the ter
rorist attacks on the US, Indian Foreign 
and Defense Minister Iaswant Singh de
clared Nepalese Maoists as terrorists. In 
a swift move, police in Indian state of 
West Bengal started searching Maoist 
hideouts in Siliguri and other sensitive 
regions. With the Indian government's 
decision to deploy nearly 10,000 troops 
along the border "to control criminal and 
cross-border terrorist activities" Maoists 
may no longer enjoy easy access la amlS 

and ammunitions from across the border. 
Moreover, with the Nepalese govern
ment expressing all-out support to the 
US-led coalition in its war on terrorism, 
the Maoists could expect little interna
tional support. 

Fresh developments indicated that 
the Maoist leadership was losing control 
over its rank and file . Reports spoke of 
strong dissension within the party on con
tinuing talks. "Both the government and 
the Maoists are preparing for an intense 
conOict in the disguise of talks," alleged 
Yuba Raj Gyawali, leader of the main 
opposition UML in the National Assem
bly. 

Critics. too, suspecl that both the gov
ernment and rebels want to prolong the 
ccease fire' for their own reasons. While 
the government seems lO be employing 
the strategy of 'wearing out ' the rebels by 
prolonging the talks, the rebels are said to 
be training and equipping their cadres for 
a final showdown . 

Analysts say the government must be 
as accommodative as possible to bring the 
insurgents, who have failed to rally the 
people, inlo the political mainstream. 
"An interim government could be formed 
from within th is constitution (so as to 
accommodate the Maoists)," said chief 
government negotiator Wagle in 
Biratnagar. Whether the Deuba govern
ment will be able to endorse such a move 
from the ruling party led by G.P. Koirala 
remains to be seen. 

The Maoist leadership, too, will have 
to show flexibility in its political demands. 
By derailing the peace process, they will 
not only besidelined from the public, they 
will also have to face the Royal Nepalese 
Army after being branded as lerrorists. A 
tough choice, indeed. • 
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Maintaining tbe balance 

SAARC 

New Equation 
Complementary regionalism and bilateralism could 
herald a new era of cooperation in South Asia 

By AKSHAY SHARMA 

D espite striking socia-cultural simi
larities and mutual developmental 

needs, the countries of the South Asian 
region have so far failed to emerge as a 
cohesive bloc. The South Asian Associa
tion for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 
has been able to achieve only moderate 
success, much below its potential, as mem
ber states have been suspended between 
desiring increased regional cooperation and 
the pursuit of perennial bilateral disputes. 
However, recent developments suggest that 
a new equation of "complementary region
alism and bilateralism" is emerging. which 
could herald a new eraof cooperation in the 
region. 

South Asia, which represents one fifth 
of the world's population, has failed to 
eradicate widespread poverty, hunger, dis
ease, and illiteracy. In the mid-1980s, it 
was realized that national efforts by indi
vidual governments needed to be supple
mented by bilateral and regional coopera-
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tion to deal with the issues of overall d,vel
opment. Many of the interlinked socio
economic problems of the region further 
necessitated long-term collective strategy 
and planning at the regional level. 

It was against this background that 
SAARC was launched in 1985 to acceler
ate economic growth and the strengthening 
of collective self-reliance. However, from 
the very beginning. doubts were cast over 
the smooth functioning of SAARC since 
both New Delhi and Islamabad - its two 
largest members - had apprehensions 
about the newly formed group. India feared 
that SAARC would compromise its na
tional sovereignty and potentially could 
develop into an anti-Indian forum. Paki
stan, on the other hand, suspected that India 
would use SAARC to develop a bloc under 
its leadership. 

An analyst says that the problem 
SAARC faces is overcoming these fears 
and ensuring a smooth functioning of the 
organization. The SAARC chatter strictly 
prohibited bilateral and contentious issues 

within its ambit. However. 16 years after its 
inception, SAARC is still in a state of 
confusion, and it has failed to evolve into an 
effective regional body. 

Several factors have contributed to 
this state of affairs. First. South Asia is still 
far from becoming a eregion ' due to the 
inadequate degree of harmony of interests 
among the member states. Economic, geo
graphic, and military asymmetry belween 
India and its neighbors have had a negative 
effect. 

Second, a lmost perpetual intrastate 
conflicts and crises have left individual 
stales with little time or resources to work 
towards regional cooperation. Third, the 
lack of a common external security thre 
has also lowered the necessity of creating a 
strong regional bloc. Foutth, provisions 
that prevented the organization from for
mally considering political issues and bi
lateral problems have further restricted 
SAARC's regional role. 

The analyst adds that. most impor
tantly, notwithstanding the existence of 
institutional mechanisms, bitter bilateral 
disputes among the mcmber states have 
decisively limited SAARC's effectiveness 
in the subcontinent. In the past two de
cades, political, rcligious, and ethnic ten
sions have been high in the region. Almost 
every South Asian country is perpetually 
plagued by internal conflicts and crises 
based on narrow considerations of caste. 
religion. ethnicity. language, community, 
and the like. 

Frequent border skirmishes bet wee 
India and Bangladesh, the ongoing debate 
between Bhutan and Nepal over the refu
gee issue, the irritants in relations between 
India and Nepal over the open border. and 
other sporadic events have constrained the 
growth of regional cooperation in the re
gion. However, it is the unremitting hostil· 
ity between India and Pakistan, which has 
greatly undcrnlined the growth of SAARC. 
To India' s discomfort. Pakistan has from 
time to time attempted to raise the Kashmir 
issue in the SAARC forums on one or other 
pretext. 

Growing Islamic insurgency in Kash
mir s ince the late 1 980s and the tit-far-tat 
nuclear tes ts in May 1998 f utther poisoned 
the political and strategic environment in 
the subcontinent. adversely affecting the 
spirit of regional cooperation. The 11th 
summit has not been able to take place 
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because New Delhi refused to recognize 
the military takeover in Pakistan in October 
1999. 

Progress on the proposed free-trade 
area within SAARC became futile owing to 
the differences between India and Paki-
stan. Indeed. bilateral Indo-Pakistani con-
fliclS are the major obstacle to the success 
of SAARC to the extent that the socio-
economic development of this poor region 
of more than 1.5 billion people signifi
cantly rests on the ups and downs of these 
nuclear rivals' bilateral ties. The other five 
countries (Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, 
Nepal, and Sri Lankaland SAARC's secre

iat in Kathmandu have become helpless 
ectatars. 

But as the experts putthe perception of 
SAARC, for all this, of late a broad under-
standing of the need to strengthen regional 
cooperation has begun to emerge, specifi
cally in the economic field. though the 
region's leaders have been slow to pursue 
it. 

its attitude towards the potential ofSAARC 
has changed significantly. It is in tllis con
text that in recent years Delhi has actively 
promoted the concept of a SAPTA to be 
followed by SAFf A. 

Based on their experience in the past, 
however, the South Asian nations continue 
to feel vulnerable to Indian political, mili
tary, and economic pressures. There is a 
general fear that India's comparative advan
tage could damage their domestic industries 
if unrestricted trade is aJIowed. Pakistan is 
also reluctant to boost trade with India with-
out concurrent progress over Kashmir. 

To allay small nations' fears, the Indian 
leadership has shown willingness to pursue 
a foreign policy focused on developing cor
dial relations with regional countries - the 
so-called eGujral doctrine'. Successful wa
ter-sharing negotiations with Bangladesh 
and Nepal have conveyed a positive mes
sage that fndia is prepared to offer conces
sions without demanding reciprocity. 

In return, New Dellii can exploit its 

table in promoting regional peace, stability, 
and amity. and in accelerating socio-eco
nomic cooperation," an expert says. 

SAARC member states are increas
ingly convinced that they will all gain po
litically, economically, and strategically if 
SAARC makes good progress. The ex
ample of other political and economic re
gional groups clearly indicates that a re
gional organization could be an attractive 
proposition for all the member states. No
tably, in the past few months, New Delhi's 
desire to take the SAARC process forward 
has also been positively matched by Paki
stan, besides being strongly supported by 
other members. Islamabad did not raise the 
Kashmir issue at the recent meeting of 
foreign secretaries in Colombo. Sources 
have been informed that this approach might 
continue in the near future. 

In last month's meeting in Delhi, the 
SAARC commerce ministers nOl only 
agreed to take a common position in the 
Doha World Trade Organization ministe-

Several developments are notc- rial meeting in November but also 
worthy. First, India and some of its reflected the new mood for regional 
neighbors are becoming fearful cooperation. 
being left out as the world organizes Although the July Agra summit 
itself into regional groupings. Sec- between Indian Prime Minister Atal 
ond. against the background of the 'u ..... Behari Vajpayee and Pakistani Presi-
socio-economic benefits reaped by dent Gen. Pervcz Musharraf failed to 
ASEAN states, voices are rising in make any breakthrough on the Kash-
the South Asian region that SAARC mir dispute, it has certainly paved the 
should not let opportunities for eco- way for the resumption of the SAARC 
nomic cooperation slip by. Third, in summit. Sources reveal that prepara-

present era of globalization, the lions for the Kathmandu summit are 
proposed South Asian Preferential- already under way. 
Trade Area (SAPT Al and South ".,Od ,..... It is important that Pakistan should 
Free-Trade Area (SAFf Al could SAARCSecretary General Rodrigo: Faces difficulties not be isolated. An isolated Pakistan is 
enhance regional economic interests. --------------------- a danger not only to India but also to 
Fourth, there is an increasing concern in the powerful position vis-vis its neighbors to the stability of the entire region. The politi-
smaller states that the region is paying a big develop a regional base far its own ambi- cal upheavals in Pakistan area fait accompli. 
price for lndo-Pakistani bilateral differ- lions to play a major role on the global stage. There is no doubt that the nature ofbilateral 
ences. Sri Lanka and Nepal have initiated If India is seen not as a regional bully, butas relations will continue to have a great im-
various diplomatic moves to revive the a friendly neighbor with a strong base of pact on lheapproach of participating mem-
SAARC summit Fifth, as people within supportamongthesmallerSouthAsiancoun- berstates in the organization. However, by 
the region continue to interact at different tries, itcould improve its chances of winning showing prudence, SAARC could be turned 
levels, there is a growing pressure on the a pem1anem seat on an expanded UN Secu- into a venue where South Asian leaders 
governments to shed their differences and rity Council <;It is important to note that, could discuss controversial bilateral issues 
to chart out strategies to fight against corn- barring Pakistan, there is not a major dispute on the margins of formal sessions. 
mon enemies such as illiteracy, poverty, between India and its other five neighbors Such an understanding would greatly 
and unemployment. The emergence of the although 'perceptive differences' do exist boost cooperation in the areas of socio-
Citizen's Commission for' South Asia Therefore, amid the Indian willingness to economic developmenlOf lhe region. Abig 
(CCSA) should be seen in this context. develop confidence among its small neigh- opportunity lies ahead for the South Asian 

Sixth, in the late I 990s, as India began bors, a consensus is slowly but gradually leaders, and it is to be hoped that they will 
to attach greater importance to the eco- emerging among the member states that the show the statesmanship and far-sightedness 
nomic dimension in its regional diplomacy, SAARC process is crucial as well as inevi- to capitalize on it. • 
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NBCCI: A Strong Bridge Between 
Nepal And Great Britain 

By RAJENDRA K. KHETAN 

Nepal-Britain Chamber of Commerce and Industry (NBCCI) 
established some six years ago with the noble objective of 

Ipn)ID>otillgNepal Britain ties in the fie ld of business and economy. It 
the realization of the need to have greater participation in the 

lin llenlatiional market place if Nepal is to escape from the malaise of 
lecnn" mic backwardness and fulfill the aspirations of our people for 

belief life. So, as a bi-national chamber we are fully committed to 
ideals of free economy and globalised market. 
During these years, we have achieved success by advocating the 

problems of Nepalese bilateral businesses. It gives me immense 
pleasure la report to you that our views and opinion in making the 
environment more business friendly bave been well received not only 
by the government but by the cross society at large. In the field of 
business, too this chamber has made considerable efforts in expand
ing the width and depth of our economic ties. Our efforts have not 
confined to expanding the business of our members with U.K. We 
have facilitated exchange of ideas and infonnation among business

of the two countries. We have been continuously involved in 
Inrnm,ntin.and popularizing British goods and technology in Nepal. 

efforts have produced some positive results. Our export to UK 
been showing a continuous growth in tenns of volume as well as 

in the total export of Nepal. During the fiscal year 1999/2000 
export amounted to 1.6 billion Nepalese Rupees. which was 2. 3 

lpercentof our total export. The British tourist arrival remained more 
30.000 which would be 7%plus of total arrival. But we think. 

cannot take solace from this achievement. It is rather meager when 
consider the potentials. There are many products and seClOrs 

we could and should increase our Lrade and other forms of 
Ibusiness dealings. 

The people of our two countries have been enjoying cordial 
Irellation:,hiIP .. The Gurkhas in the British security forces have been 
Iservin.Sritain for more than a century now. The low pace ofgrowth 

mutually beneficial economic ties between our twO countries 
not necessarily due to the lack of initiatives and crfOlts from the 

ou:smess organizations like this chamber. The incidents and develop
ments taking place outside of our control have made a significant 
contribution in shaping the course of development in the economic 

The economic situation of this country during the last few 
has not been that good to say the least. The country, until two 
ago, was reeling under political instabi lity. which had its 

I""ga,tive e,ff,:cts on the business environment. The incidents like the 
I hijackinlg of Indian Airlines or innumerable bandhs organised by all 
Ic() lours ware sending negative signals to the prospective investors as 

as tourists. The horrifying incidents in thenameofHritik Roshan 
at the Royal Palace not only halted the economic movements for 

days but setd a tremor signal to present & future partners of 
The declining law and order si tuation in the past months 

I arising out of so-called 'peoples war' has been chi lling the investment 
climate. A political solution to this is must. The attacks in the US and 
the ensuing fear of continued unrest especially in our region have 
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aggravated the situation, which was al- ,...---:-::-,.-, 
ready very hard. 

We have been rais ing our concerns 
with the appropriate authorit ies. The three 
areas i.e., security especially industrial se
curity, the tax and revenue collection pro
cedures and the government policy on is
sues related to industrial relalion have been 
of primary concern to us. The personnel 
manning these functions of the govern
ment, we find are rather negatively oriented towards the private 
sector. We often find that only lip service is given to the pract ical and 
innovative suggestions from the private sector organizations like the 
FNCCI & binational chambers. They often see sinister desires oflhe 
private sector in whatever suggestions we make. This is not a healthy 
situation. We find our policies and declarations have become more 
private sector friendly . But have the actions been exhibiting it ? We 
have been much talking about the mismanagement and economic 
malpractices. No doubt there is rampant corruption. The situation 
has gone 10 the extent that everybody secs sinister motives in 
whatever is done. Naturaljustice provides "every body is innocent 
unless proven guilty". But in Nepal we seem to have developed our 
own belief system "every body is guilty unless proven innocent". 
Decisions are deferred just because some body would see sinister 
purposes in the decisions. For an ordinary businessman with little 
access to the authority that be, normal commercial dealings with I 
government or its agency has become next to impossible. 

The government, at last seems to be serious toward racilitatt' 
industrial security. We hope the current talks between the gove I 
ment and the Maoists would lead to the peaceful resolution of the 
conniet. Thesecurity si tuation has improved significantly during the I 
last few weeks. We sincerely hope the si tuation would gradually 
improve in the days ahead. We have the privilege of having an 
ambassador who does not hide behind the veil of Jipiornatic nicelY 
in describing our problems. He (British ambassador Ronald P. Nash) 
has been a true promoter of business between our two countries He 
has taken genuine interest in improving the economy. Thc industrial 
security gloup is helping the businesses feel safe. 

The Annual General Meeting for any chamber is the time of 
taking the stockofthe.past perfonnance, identifying the past deficien
cies and charting out the future course of action. With the active 
involvement of our members and strong support from our friends we 
have made considerable achievements. But many more things are yet 
to be done. This AGM, I am confident, will provide us the guidance 
0 11 where to Concentrate our effOI1S and which course of action to take 
for our future initiatives. • 

(Khetall is rhe Preside", o/NBCc/. £rcelprs o/llis speech or ri,e sixrh 
AGM o/rhe bi-lIoriollal chall/ber held ill rhe capilll//asr week.) 

SPOTLIGHT/OCTOBER 12,200 1 

, I 



NATIONAL 

JUDICIARY 

Standing AgainstAII Odds 
Members of parliament are questioning the indepen
dence of the judiciary, largely out of ignorance 

By KESHAB POUDEL 

A s junior members of par]iament are 
trying to drag the country into a 

new controversy, two senior leaders of the 
ouse, Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba 

and leader of opposition Madhav Kumar 
Nepal have demonstrated their commit· 
ment to an independent judiciary by avoid
ing comment. 

Although former deputy prime minis
ter Ram Chandra Poudel, a leading second
generation leader of the ruling Nepali Con
gress, has fiercely challenged the apex 
court, a large number of Congress MPs 
have remained calm. 

After the decision of the Supreme 
Court questioning the legality of the proce
dure of the Constituency Development 
Fund, the country's two bodies have be
come embroiled in confrontation. 

Following the decision of the Supreme 
Court, a group of MPs from the ruling and 

p oposition benches, who supported the 
endment bill relating to the Commis

sion ofInvestigation of Abuse of Authority 
(CIAA) in parliament, have made every 
effort to bring the court into controversy. 

the fonner speaker." 
Despite many ups and downs and hin

drances on the part of the judges, the apex 
court and other courts remain the only 
institutions the people can look up to for 
justice. 

"If the CIAA (pol ice) is gi ven the right 
to investigate the judiciary. the essence of 
an independent judiciary will die," said a 
lawyer, recalling the Panchayat days when 
the principaJ secretary to the King pres
suredjudges to take decisions in his favor. 

court. But it will be in no one's interest to 
dangle a sword on the head of the court. 

"I will oppose every move to curtail 
the independence of the jUdiciary. Some 
persons may bad in the court, but the insti
tution needs la remain independent," said 
former minister and RPP leader Rabindra 
Nath Shanna. 

Some of the court's decisions are also 
responsible for putting the institution on 
the defensive. Had the court interpreted the 
constitution on the attorney-general's final 
right to prosecution and functional immu
nity injudicial function, the judiciary might 
not have had to face the present crisis. 

11le court rejected the claims of the 
attorney-general ror professional immu
nity and failed to appreciate the need for the 
protection of professionals. The ClAA 
questioned the fmal decision taken by at
torney-general. 

When the apex court jnstilied the 

Particularly, a second brand of MPs, 
who do not know the importance of the 
independence of the judiciary in safeguard
ing democracy, are vocal. Thanks to the 
silence of Prime Minister Deuba and main 
opposition party leader Nepal, an escala
tion of the crisis has so far been avened. 

Supreme Court: Exercising judicial authority 

''The MPs who are trying to discredit 
the judges and the judiciary are either igno
rantabout the value of the independence of 
the judiciary or motivated by someone," 
said a political analyst. "Poudel, who is 
now using every word in his vocabulary to 
discredit the independent judiciary, dis
missed an impeachment motion tabled 
against then chief justice Surendra Prasad 
Singh. This shows the double standards of 
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The question now is whether the judi
ciary needs to be kept independent or placed 
under the authority of the police who can 
misuse their power to innuence Ihejudges 
in the decision-making process. 

Political leaders, however, seem to be 
ignoring the importance of the indepen
dent judiciary, which can interpret the law 
and constitution in accordance within legal 
tenets. 

Of course, lhere are still many possi
bilities to improve the perfonnance of the 

ClAA's demand to raise questions on the 
attorney-general final authority, the ClAA 
tabled an amendment bill in parliament 
showing the interpretation of the court as a 
legal framework. 

Whatevermistakes and faults the court 
may have made, it is only an independent 
judiciary through which the people can 
challenge injustices committed by the state. 
It is vital to avoid unnecessalY confronta
tion between ignorant MPs and the inde
pendent judiciary. • 
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NINTH SAF GAMES 

New Calendar 
As the global war on terrorism comes to the neighborhood, the South 
Asian Federation postpones the ninth regional games by six months 

By SANJAYA DHAKAL 

W ith South Asia, and the host 
nation Paki stan, in particular, 

turning into a key theater of the global 
war on terrorism. the Ninth South Asian 
Federation (SAF) Games have been put 
off by six months. 

Originally scheduled to take place in 
Islamabad, Pakistan between October 6 

Nepalese athele!es : In low spirits 

and 15 , the September II terrorist at
tacks on the twin towers of the World 
Trade Center (WTC) in New York and 
the Pentagon in Washington and subse
quent developments had raised doubts 
about the fate of the tournament. The 
aftermath of the attacks s~ven seas away 
took a menac ing turn after the US gov
ernment pointed an accusing finger to
wards Osama bin Laden, who is hiding in 
the mountains of Afghanistan, Pakistan's 
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next-door neighbor. 
And, now, onc week after the host 

nation called off the games in the wake of 
impending US retaliatory attacks against 
Afghanistan, it has rescheduled them for 
March 30-April 4, 2002. Amid growing 
anxiety, an October 6 meeting of the 
executive committee of the SAF, held in 
Rawalpindi, Pakistan, decided to post
pone the match and reschedule it for 
early next year. 

Representatives from all member 
states of the South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC), except 
Nepal and India, participated in the meet
ing. According to Rukma SJB Rana, 
president of Nepal Olympics Commit
tee, although the two countries did not 
participate in the meeting, they had agreed 
to abide by the decision taken by the SAF 
executive committee. He said he was in 
constant touch with the officials of the 

SAP executive committee, who had ex
pressed optimism that the clouds of war 
hovering overtheregion would be cleared 
by March. 

The games were expected to 
draw over 1,600 sports persons from 
the SAARC region. The National 
Sports Council (NSC) was preparing 
to send a 213-member strong delega
tion , including 157 athletes, to the 
Islamabad games. The government 
has already sanctioned funds and 
the NSC estimates that Nepalese partici
pants will spend Rs 36.6 million on the 
games. 

All seven members of SAARC 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldive , 
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka 6 partici
pate in the games, held every two years. 
The 14 di sciplines that were to be played 
in Pakistan included athletics, boxing, 
football, kabaddi, karate, shooting, swim
ming, table-tennis, taekwondo, volley
ball, weight-lifting, wrestling. badmin
ton and squash. 

The Nepalese athletes had been in 
close-camp Lraining for the games. Some 
players had been sent abroad for training . 
Taekwondo play ers were sent to 
Bangkok, while karate players were in 
Iran. Boxers were sent to Pakistan. Fol
lowing the uncertainlY , lraining sessions 
for the athletes have been suspended. 
However, according to Rana, the athletes 
will receive further training after the Fet. 
tivalofTihar. 

In the 8th SAF Games held in 
Kathmandu in 1999, Nepal had bagged 
31 gold medals, standing second in the 
medal tally , behind India . As many as 28 
of the 3 I golds that Nepal won last time 
came from two disciplines of martial arts 
6 karate and taekwondo 6 with female 
athletes chipping in with the bounty. 
Boxing and swimming had roped in the 
remaining three gold medals. 

This year, however, Nepalese ath
letes had anything but smooth sailing. 
The sports calendar was disturbed when 
the June I royal tragedy led to the cancel
lation of the fifth national games. As the 
athletes were participating in the training 
sessions with the heavy heart, the sudden 
postponement of the SAF games further 
dampened their spi rit. • 
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AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT 

Following The Money 
The staggering amount of unsettled accounts mirrors 
the scale of corruption in the country 

By AKSHAY SHARMA 

The recent report by the Auditor
General Department (AGD) pre

ents an unsettled account of Rs 26.4 
llion, which represents 6.60 percent of 

the total audited amount of Rs 122 billion 
this year. Add the unsettled amount of Rs 
12.1 billion of other bodies like govern
mental organizations. District Develop
ment Committees and other committees, 
and you get the alartrting amount of Rs 
38.42 billion. 

Despite repeated affirmations, tbe 
government has failed to maintain fiscal 
discipline. The Ministry of Finance, which 
spearheads the nation's financial activi
ties, tops the list with 38.79 percent of the 
unsettled amount. It is followed by the 
Ministry of Physical Planning and Works, 
and the Ministry of Water Resources with 
10.47 and 10.3 percent respectively. 

The report suggests that the institu
"~ns have been openly disregarding the 

ie economic discipline and the instruc
tion for the auditing of AGD. "This states 
that the lack of decision making at politi
cal and administrative levels," said Dr 
Badri Prasad Shrestha, a prominent econo
mist. "Although it cannot be called cor
ruption in the true sense, but looking at the 
scenario of not keeping the accounts on 
time shows signs of corruption," he added. 

Butcorruption is a worthy rival of the 
oldest profession in the world. The an
cient Egyptians, Babylonians, Hebrew, 
Chinese, Greek and the Roman empires, 
too, were infested with corruption and the 
"varying degree of this malady, and some 
were destroyed by it. The Rig Veda has 
several references to corruption. And in 
the Old Testament (The Book of Exodus) 
it is said, "Beware of accepting bribes; 
they blind even the prudent. and disturb 
the judgment of the even just." Corruption 
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fueled the French and Russian revolu
tions, and the KuomintangregimeofChina 
collapsed unable to bear the strain of the 
burden. 

But how does one define corruption? 
It is certainly something easily observed 
than defined. A 1997 World Bank report 
describes it "as the abuse public power for 
private gain." In his book, "The Pathol
ogy of Corruption" S.S. Gill writes, "Cor-

: Augean stables to clear 

ruption violates the public trust and cor
rodes social capital." In Nepal, it has dis
torted the planning and development pro
cesses, and nullified such development 
programs as poverty eradication. 

Kautilya has put the scourge in the 
oldest terms in his "Arthasasthra": 
"[WJealth and wealth alone, is important, 
in as much as dharma and kama (desi re) 
depends upon artha for their realization ." 

Kantipur daily reported this week 
that ministries had misused funds arnount
ingtomorethans 10billion. "The amount 
given by donor agencies fbr the better-

ment to the Ministry of Education has 
been trtisused. There is also a wide variety 
of items like electric fans, computers, fax 
machines, printers, bikes etc have been 
taken by the top brass in the ministry for 
their personal use." 

According to the law of the commis
sion of financial assets, any office that has 
been distrtissed by the government in 35 
days has to submit all the financial and the 
items that have a financial value. The 
government has to have the right to know 
about these matters and take it into their 
possession. 

According to Kanlipur, ''The lOp of
ficials have declined to state what items 
have received. These items were made 
available to the ministry seven years ago 
when there were talks of improving the 
educational standards at the primary edu
cation by the Japanese organizations like 
nCA and the World Bank. This physical 
asset in the Ministry of Education is worth 
more than Rs 100 million." 

Sources claim that nCA had pro
vided eight trucks, three tractors, more 
than 30 kilograms of iron and odler mate
rials along with furniture. These items 
have been recklessly left in the Ministry. 
There are 23 motorcycles missing, sources 
confirm. 

A commission looked into the affair 
and subtrtitted its report a month ago. 
"The value of the items and its numbers 
are unaccountable," said the deputy direc
tor of the commission, Chuman Singh 
Basnyet. "As these items had fallen into 
the hands of the people working there, we 
have asked them to return them in a month. 
And it is hard to preserve these items and 
that is why most of these items lie unused 
and uncared for." 

"Among the program for free pri
mary and secondary education, of the 96 
commissions that look into these affairs 
37 of them have not preserved the materi
als they have received," Singh adds. And, 
according to the report, the officials in the 
ministry are using 16 motors and eight 
bikes. 

Despite the government's commit
ment to fight corruptjon, it still remains a 
major challenge to pol icy makers. More
over, as old as the tradition of corruption 
is , it will be a daunting task to curb ir. • 
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WAR AGAINST TERRORISM 

Steadfast 
Sentiments 
Of Support 
Following the US and British air attacks on Al Qaeda training 
camps andTaliban military positions in Afghanistan, the situation 
in most South Asian nations is tense. Almost all segments of the 
population, however, seem to support the US-led campaign. Det 
spite opposition from communist outfits and a small number of 
Muslim groups, Nepal does not have too much to worry about right 
now. If the war is prolonged, however, one cannot rule out 
unpredictable spill-over effects 
By KESHAB POUDEL 

A 
moderate-intensity earthquake in 
Afghanistan, a distant neighbor 
but a member of the Hindu Kush 
family, sends tremors all the way 

to Nepal. Political turmoiL and other up
heaval in that land-locked mountainouscoun

try, too, send periodic jolls into Nepal. 
The ex pansion of terrorist networks and 

the strong presence of militants in Afghani· 
stan in the end wi ll bring negative coose-
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quences for Nepal. If terrorist forces trained 
inside Afghanistan can hit a country like the 
United States thousands of mile away, the 
threats to a small South Asian nation are 
obviously more direct. 

This is why Nepalis from all communi
ties condemned the September 11 terrorist 
attacks in New York City and on the Penta
gon and rallied behind the US-led anti-ter
rorism coalition. Nepalis, who felt a great 
sense of shock in the aftermath of auacks on 
the United States. approve the aerial bom-

bardrnents on suspected terrori st camps and 
TaJiban military facilities. 

The military operations against the 
Taliban regime were not unexpected. Had 
Kabul handed over Saudi-born millionaire 
Osama bin Laden, who Washington holds 
responsible for the September 1 J attacks and 
a string of earlier deadly assaults on US facili
ties and interests overseas, the West would 
nol have had to go inside Afghanistan. As 
members of the community of democratic 
nations, Western leaders took nearly a month 
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Afghan city after US attacks: Lying in ruins 

to investigate the attacks and find credible 
evidence of the invol vement of the Bin Laden 
network. Despite growing public pressure for 
immediate retaliatory action against those 
who helped to carry out the devastating at
tacks. the United States and other democratic 
governments knew they had to find conclu
sive evidence of AI Qaeda's complicity be
fore launching a military response. 

Aware of the lasting impact terrorism 
has on various facets of the nation' s life and 
economy, the Nepalese government promptly 
threw its full support behind the US-led strikes 
against terrorist camps inside Afghanistan. 
"His Majesty's Government of Nepal ex
presses its support for the United States and 
.' . ntemational coalition in the ir initiatives 

anCl actions against terrorism, as it is a threat 
to international peace and security. There is a 
need for international cooperation to root out 
terrorism in all its fonns ami facets." a Minis
try of Foreign Affairs statement said. 

Among political parties, however, there 
are clear divisions over the US-led attacks on 
Afghanistan. Although some left parties raised 
the voices against air strikes, a large number 
of common people. religious groups and ma
jor political parties sided with the United 
State's declared move to eradicate terrorism 
from the world. Being a small and landlocked 
country, Nepal requires peace for economic 
development. Following the September 11 
attacks on the World Trade Center and the 
Pentagon, Nepal's major economic sectors. 
including tourism, have suffered a major set
back.11le sooner normalcy returns, the better 
for Nepal. 

"Events in Afghanistan will have a sig-
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nificant impact on the economic, political and 
strategic lifeofNepal," says Professor Dhruba 
Kumar, ofTribhuvan University'S Ccmerfor 
Nepal and Asian Studies. 'The US-led cam

paign can be expected to drastically reduce 
state-sponsored terrorism. No country would 
want to see the emergence of another Bin 
Laden on their soil." 

Economically, Nepal has suffered much. 
The country's principal exports to Western 
European countries and the United States 
have plunged following US President George 
W. Bush's declaration of a global war on 
terrorism and his warning to the Taliban re
gime to hand over Bin Laden or face the 
consequences. If the conflict in Afghanistan 
escalates, NepaJ, which is home to more than 
one million Muslims, may have a difficult 
time. 

Nepalese Queries 
[n recent days. NepaJis have shown a 

growing interest in the history and culture of 
Afghanistan. After the Bin Laden network 
was blamed for the September II attacks. 
Afghanistan became a hot topic of discus
sions in Kmhmandu. Almost all books on 
Afghanistan disappeared from store shelves 
within a few weeks of the terrorist attacks. 

Newspapers carrying stories on Afghanistan 
witnessed a rise in sales. 

'We have sold almost all our books 
related to Afghanistan," says Madhab Lal 
Maharjan, executivedirectorofMandala Book 
Point. "Books on Afghanistan were in very 
low demand before attacks, but now it has 
suddenly gone up. Academics, in particular. 
seem 10 want more and more books on Af
ghanistan." 

Other bookstores are reporting a similar 
spun in sales. ''There is a sudden surge in 
interest in Afghanistan," says Shiva Shreslha 
of Himalayan Books. "Dozens of people visit 
us in search of books on the Taliban and 
Afghanistan. I have been in this business for 
more than tive decade and have never seen 
such demand for pUblications related to Af
ghanistan." 

In the course of the Gorkha ex pansion in 
1800s, Nepalese soldier marched toward 
Lahore, the capital of Ranjit Singh's Punjab. 
But NepaJi soldiers did not venture beyond 
that point. Consequemly. Afghanistan re
mained out of the NcpaJi consciousness. 

Even in modem limes. only a few Ncpalis 
made an effort to understand the problems of 
Afghanistan, its political and geographiccom
pulsions and its strategic importance. The 
growing interest in that country, which over
came British and Soviet attempts at subjuga
tion, may be attributed to damage events there 
have caused to the Nepaleseeconomy. Grow
ing Muslim fundamentalism in Afghanistan 
is another cause of concern for Nepalis. 

During the 1979- 1989 Soviet occupa
tion of Afghanistan, during which the 
Mujahideen resistance backed by the United 
States. Pakistan and Saudi Arabia fought a 
bloody liberation war, Nepal was forced to 
maintain silence, especially because its south
ern neighbor remained in close aJliance with 
the Soviet Union. Although the Nepalese 
government officially opposed the Soviet 
occupation of Afghanistan, it could hardly do 
anything more against Moscow's policies. 
During the Soviet occupation, dozens of Af
ghan refugees came to Nepal through India. 

Now the si tuation is different. Afghani
stan is fighting a lonely battle. evidently tak
ing the side of Bin Laden and his network. 
Moreover, Nepal's powerful southern and 
northern neighbors are supporting the US-led 
campaign against intemationaltcrrori sm. 

As most Arab nations are still reluctant 
to support the US and British air strikes. 
Muslim countries in the Gulf region. which 
employ tens of thousands of Nepalis. may 
readjust their labor policies. This would add 
to Nepal's economic woes. since remittances 
from the Gulf have assumed greater impor
tance in recent years. Weste rn diplomats, 
including the actingambassadorofthe United 
States. have welcomed Nepal's stand against 
international terrori sm and its commitment to 
eradicate it from the world. 

Iftheconflict lasts for months, the coun
tri es of South Asia could sce mounting prob-
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lems. More widespread and violent outbursts 
of Muslim sentiments in Pakistan. 
Bangladesh and India cannot be ruled oul. 
Nepal cannot remain free itself from serious 
religious disrurbances in the region. Accord
ing to an estimate. Nepal has a small number 
of radical Muslims trained in Taliban schools 
in Afghanistan. <Clf the conflict last for an
other few more months, Nepal would be 
greatly vulnerable to communal conflicts:' 
says a political analyst. 

Clash of Civilizations 
Many analysts see the current conflkt 

as part of the "clash of civilizations", which 
Harvard Professor Samuel P. Huntington 
predicted several years ago. With non-Mus
lim nations fully behind the United States, 
liberal Muslim nations taking a middle 
course. and hard-line Muslim nations. in
cluding Iran and Iraq, opposing the attacks 
against Ihe Taliban. the fault lines are be-

and the west on the other. The dangerous 
clashes of the future are likely to arise from 
the interaction of western arrogance. Islamic 
intolerance and assertiveness," Hunlington 
wrote in "The C lash of Civilization and the 
Remaking of World Order". 

"Spurred by modernization, global poli
tics is being reconfigured along cultural lines. 
Peoples and countries with similar cultures 
are coming together. Peoples and countries 
with different cultures are coming apart. Po
litical boundaries increasingly are redrawn to 
coincide with cultural ones: ethnic, religious, 
and civiJization. Cultural communities are 
replacing Cold War blocs, and the fault lines 
between civilizations are becoming the cen
tral lines of conflict in global politics." 

Nepalese scholars agree that the initial 
reactions to the US-led attacks on Afghani
stan come close to Huntington 's prediction. 
Despite the atrocities committed by the Bin 

Mosque in Kathmandu : For non-violence 

coming increasingly apparent. 
"In the emerging world. relations be

tween states and groups from differentcivi
lizations will be close and will often be 
antagonistic. Yet some inter-civjJization re
lations are more conflict-prone than others 
are. At the micro level. the most violent fault 
lines are between Islam and its Orthodox, 
Hindu. African. and westem€hristian neigh
bors. At the macro level. the dominant divi
sion is betweenfthe West and the rest' , with 
most intense conflict occurring between 
Muslim and Asian societies on the one hand, 
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Laden network against the innocent civil
ians in the United States, a large number of 
Muslim people and states like Iran and [raq 
appear (0 have sided with the Taliban's con· 
lentian that the United States is waging war 
against Islam. "Muslim reaction the US-led 
attack OD Afghanistan clearly indicates that 
even secular Muslim states like Indonesia 
and Malaysia cannot wholeheartedly sup· 
port the United States and its allies," says 
Professor Dhruba Kumar. "Muslim coun
tries in the Gulf [which have traditionally 
been US allies] hold similar views." 

Reaction of Nepalese Muslims 
Nepal has a fairly small number of 

radical Muslims, but they may be enough to 
create trouble while Nepal is already strug
gling to maintain law and order in the midst 
of the Maoist insurgency. 

According to the Population Census of 
2001, Islam is the th ird largest religion in 
Nepal after Hinduism and Buddhism. Pre
liminary estimates put the Muslim popula
tion in Nepal at about five percent. 

According to the Census of 1991 , there 
were 653,218 Muslims in Nepal. The central 
development region has largest concentra· 
tion of 303,843 Muslims. Muslims number 
156,425, 131.093,58.374 and 3,483 in .
eastern, western, mid·western and far-w 
ern development region respectively. Mus· 
lims inhabit all three geographic regions. 
mountains. hill s and terai. The western hill s 
have about 11 ,110 Muslims. 

The mood of the people during first 
days ohhe air st rikes shows that Nepalis arc 
in faver of action against terrorist outfits 
inside Afghanistan. Although radical com
munist groups issued a statement denounc
ing the US-led attacks. th~y do not appear to 
reflect popular senti ment. 

When Monday's newspapers c~e out 
with banner headlines on the US and British 
air strikes against terrorist targets in Af
ghanistan, the reaction was subdued. Stu· 
dents at Muslim schools allended class as 
usual. "We cannot SUppOlt terrorism in any 
part of the world:' says Niyaz Ahmad. prin
cipal of Madarsa Islamiya School run un<t 
the Nepalese Jame Masjid. "Islam is a rt.t 
gion based on peace. The US, however. must 
avoid the killing of common and innocent 
people in Afghanistan." 

A small sec tion of Muslims, however, 
isagainstthe US attacks. accusing Washing
ton and London of waging war against Is
lam. "We cannot remain si lent when inno· 
cent Muslims are being killed in Afghani· 
stan," says a Muslim cleric on condition of 
anonymity. "We might take some sort of 
decision after Friday prayers this week," he 
adds. 

"One cannot hold Bin Laden respon· 
sible for the September II terrorist attacks 
without providing full evidence," says 
Sayabuddin Ahmad, a Muslim from Parsa 
district who sell s goats. 

After last month·s attacks on the United 
States, the majority of Muslims have rallied 
behind Washington. A small segment of 
Muslims. however, blamed the western me-
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dia for publishing provocative stories link
ing Islam to terrorism. 

Muslim politicians agree that no one 
should beallowed 10 use religion 10 kiU people. 
" If someone is found guilty of kiUing inno
cent people in the name of Jihad, there is no 
Cl,.uestion of protecting them," said MP 
Mohammed Aflab Alam of me ruling Nepali 

Congress. "Nepalese Muslims have a long 
hi story of tolerance and have been living in 
harmony wilh people of olher religions and 
cultures ... 

Reactions of Political Parties 
While Muslims have been restrained in 

their reaction to the air strikes on Afghani
stan, some radical communist parties have 
ademned the US and British operations as 

il'altack on the sovereignty and territorial 
inlegrily of Afghanislan. The radical lefl 
panies also see the attacks as part of a design 
toexpand American imperialism in the world. 

While other communist parties, as usual, 
stand at almost the same rhetoric level, demo
cratic forces such as the Nepali Congress, 
the Rastriya Prajatantra Party and NepaJ 
Sadbhavana Party are more supportive of the 
US-led campaign. 

"We call aJl progressive forces in the 
world to oppose American imperialism," says 
MP Lilamani Pokharel , general secrelary of 
the United People's Front "Americans are 
responsible for killing innocenl people and 
organizing terrorist acts. We are against all 
fonns of religious fundamentalism, but we 
cannol support Ihe naked all.ck of US impe
riaJism against sovereign Afghans." 

,Memlbers of other radical lert parties 
Pokharel's sentiments. "We condemn 

the terrorist attacks in New York and Wash
ington, but we cannot support the aggression 
by the US and western imperialism against 
the independence and sovereignty of Af
ghanislan,'· says MP Nava Raj Subedi. a 
memberoftheNational People's Front which 
has five MPs in parliament. "The attack on 
Afghanistan is an attack against the sover
eignty and independence of that country." 

Left parties are also critical of the 
government's decision to support the US
led alliance. ·'By supporting the US aClions 
in Afghanistan. the Deuba government has 
stood as a stooge of American imperiaJi sm," 
'said MP Pokharel. taking special time in the 
House of Representatives on Mpnday. Like
wise.leadersof other leftist parties like Nepal 
Workers and PeasanlS Parly (NWPP), Unily 
Center and Marxist Leninist have denounced 
Ihe US Slrikes on AfghaniSlan. lThe allack 
reflecls Ihe imperialiSl allilUde of Ihe United 
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States.i said Narayan Man Bijukchhe, Presi
denl of NWPP. 

Implications for the Maoist Move~ 
ment 

Afler Ihe Seplember II '!lacks on Ihe 
United States, the Maoists suffered one of 
the major setbacks of their six-year insur
gency. The deploymenl of Indian securily 
forces along Ihe Nepal-India border and Ihe 
official statement of Indian Foreign and 
Defense Minisler Jaswanl Singh describing 
Nepal's Maoists as terrori sts added pressure 
on the rebel leaders to find away to end the 
insurgency. 

Although the government and Maoist 
insurgents agreed to a cease-fire just a month 
before the terrorist attacks on the United States, 
the new turn of events has paved the way to 
bringing normalcy as soon as possible. De
spite sporadic acts of violence, including ex
tortion and intimidation,the government and 
Maoists maintain that they will find an ami
cable solution to the violent insurgency. 

What is Afghanistan? 
"Every rock, every hill has its story," 

said former British prime minister Winston 
Churchill in his di spalch 10 The Daily Tele
graph in 1897, describing Ihe hills and moun
tains of then north-west frontier and nearby 
Afghanislan. 

Churchill's observalion of Ihe hills and 
mountains of Afghanistan and western fron
tier states reflected the stories of western 

era of unmitigated violence, instability and 
hardship. After forcing out Soviet troops. 
Afghans were ruled by religious zealols for 
six years who were ousted by the fundamen
lalist Taliban wilh alleged support from Bin 
Laden. As soon as the Soviets were defeated 
in AfghaniSlan, Ihe Uniled Slales, 100, wilh
drew its engagement with the country.leav
ing illo bailie-hardened warlords. They con
verted meir skill and slrenglh acquired dur
ing the anti-Soviet war 10 promote terrorism 
in the name of religion. 

Afghans were turbulent people who 
knew how to conquer but not how to concili
ate. according to a commentary by Percival 
Spear in Ihe Oxford l1iSlory of Modem In
dia. They could die for a cause but not 
compromise for it. 

The United States and its coalition part
ners spent nearly a month using diplomatic 
means to seek a positive response from Af
ghanistan on handing over Bin Laden. They 
launched military operations against terror
ist training camp nm hy Bin Laden after the 
Taliban regime refused to hand over the 
fugitive. The challenge now is to avoid civil
ian casualties in order to deny Bin Laden and 
the Taliban regime an opportunity to incite 
Muslims against the US-led campaign. The 
sooner the terrori st outfits are destroyed, the 
beller for world peace and prosperily. The 
banality of this statement is more than out
weighed by Ihe urgency of Ihe lask. • 

powers enlering ,... _______________________ ..., 

India passi ng 
Ihrough me l1indu 
Kush. 

For centuries 
before leaving the 
Indian subconti
nent. British colo
nial power treated 
Afghanistan as a 
buffer be tween 
British India and 
Russia. As soon as 
Ihe Brilish leflln
dia, a powe r 
vacuum emerged. 
The Soviet Union 
started to penetrate 
Afghanistan, 
eventually send
ing in troops in 
1979. As soon as 
th e Soviets in
vaded Afghani
Slan, Ihe Afghan 
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ENTERTAINMENT 

DOCUMENTARY FILM FESTIVAL 

Forum For Talents 
Nepalese directors prove their worth in documentary 
film-making 

By A CORRESPONDENT 

T he four-day-Iong Film South Asia 
200 I - the third documentary film 

festival- ended here on Sunday (October 
7) ushering a new set of talents from the 
region. More importantly, the festival 
marked the arrival of young Nepalese tal
ents like Dhruba Basnet and Dinesh 
Devkota. 

The fact that Devkota's "A Rough Cut 
On The Life And Times Of Lachhuman 
Magar" bagged the second prize in the 
competition reflects the qualitative growth 

Film South Asia '01 : Successful 

of Nepalese documentary-makers. The film 
is based on a simple story of an ordinary 
guy Lachhuman Magar told in an extraor
dinary fashion inducing laughter amid 
agony. 

Likewise, Basnet' s "Killing Terraces" 
- based on the story of how the lives of 
ordinary people of the mid-western Nepal 
changed following the violent insurgency 
there - 100. was critically acclaimed. It 
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The subjects of the documentaries were 
as diverse as the region itself is. From soc ial 
issues to political and from insurgency to 
migration, the themes touched every pos
sibleaspects of South Asian life. South Asia 
is home to the most prolific flIm industry in 
the world -the Bollywood. But, the region 
has nol been that successful in making its 
mark on the global arena regarding the seri
ous films and documentaries. 

With the view to provide forum to the 
South Asian documentary-makers, the 
HimaJ Association has been actively orga
nizing the Film South Asia since 1997 . • 

Youth Asia 
Cup Starts 

The third Youth Asia Cup Cricket is 
scheduled to start at the Tribhuvan Univer
sity ground in Kirtipur from October 11. 
The tournament features only non-Test 
playing nations. Eight countries will par
ticipate in the Kathmandu games, includ
ing United Arab Emirates. Malaysia, Qatar, 
Kuwait (Group A), Nepal, Singapore, Oman 
and Maldives (Group B). The grounds at 
SI. Xavier's School, lawalakhel and Insti
tuteofEngineering, Pulchowk, will also be 
used , according to the organizers. Jai Kumar 
Nath Shah, president of the Cricket A. 
ciation of Nepal and secretary of the to 
nament organizing committee, has said the 
games would help enhance Nepal's stature 
in international cricket The first match is 
slated between Nepal and Oman on Octo
ber 11. The winner of the toumament will 
qualify for the Youth World Cup to be held 
next year in New Zealand. The first and 
second Youth Asia Cup was held in Hong 
Kong (1997) and in Singapore (1999) re
spectively. The CAN expects the cost of 
hosting the tournament would be around 
Rs 4.5 mi\lion. The cost would be met 
through the aid from Asian Cricket Coun
cil, National Spons Council and sponsor
ships. Meanwhile. the CAN has released 
the names of the final 14 Nepalese players 
who would take part in the tournament. 
Binod Das would lead the Nepalese team. 
The team was selected by a committee 
formed under the NSC. 

SPOTLIGHT/OCTOBER 12,2001 



NATIONAL 

PROPERTY RIGHTS 

Gender Gap 
The lower house passes a bill establishing women's 
right to property 

By AKSHAY SHARMA 

With the Law, Justice and Parlia
mentary Affairs Committee of 

the House of Representatives having ap-
ved the 11th amendment to the Civil 
e, establishing women's right to prop

erty before marriage. the controversial sub
ject has again been brought to the forefront 
of national discussions. 

The government took an about-turn 
from an earlier draft that would have al
lowed women to retain their 
share of parental property after 
marriage. TIleopposition CPN
UML, accusing the ruling 
Nepali Congress of adopting 
double standards, threatened to 
step up protests in parliament 
and outside until the govern
ment ensured that women are 
allowed to keep their share 
parental property even after 

"Our lawmakers do not 
what they have passed 

and what its likely outcome 
would be, because they are 

upheld," said anOther analyst closely fol
lowing the debate. 

Efforts to limit the rights under any 
guise inevitably draw accusations of dis
crimination. 'The epochs that have re
garded women as the . other' are those who 
refuse most harshly to integrate her to the 
society by the right of being human," wrote 
Simone de Beauvoir in her seminal 1949 
book "The Second Sex". "Today she can 
become an o~ler who is also an equal only 
in losing her mystical aura. These anti-

themselves bewildered," said Women: Against discrimination 
an analyst on condition of ano
nymity. "Neitherthe scribes contracted by 
the ruling party nor anyone else has gauged 
what these drastic reforms actually mean. 
None of the lawyers sympathetic to the 
ruling party have weighed whether this is 
the way to properly refoml the situation." 

Other observers agree. "WiLhout rudi
mentary knowledge of what the decision 
entailed, supporters had the bill passed. 
They resorted to the pressuresoflast-minute 
debate. decisions and compromises. As the 
government has finally reached a decision 
to pass this bill under Article 16 of the 
constitution. nobody has bothered to en
sure the people's right to be informed is 
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feminists have always played upon dlis 
equivocation," 

Critics of the bill arc steadfast in their 
beliefthat it ignores the realities of Nepalese 
society. "The current bill passed in parlia
ment is going to legalize the dowry sys
tem," argues an ana1ysl. "The government 
has reached a half-way compromise to 
equalize what they give to sons and the 
daughters as long as she is a member of the 
family. The moment she changes families, 
the money will follow her," he adds. 

Anotheranalysttold SPOTL1GHTthm 
the communists' stand stemmed from their 
ideology, "The communists in parliament 

opposed the bill and the parental model of 
the family as something to reckon with. 
After seven years of the Bolshevik revolu
tion in Russia, women had no valid right to 
property. Perhaps the communist leaders 
of the country were subconsciously show
ing the same outlook toward the institution 
of marriage and family. They were contra
dicting other members of parliament in 
theiT approach to subvert the institutions of 
the family and the marital status," he added. 

"Maybe dIe moderate democratic party 
in parliament has saved the institution of 
the family from being subverted. But the 
present scenario may have its negative 
impacts on the system as a whole, bringing 
back scourges like the dowry system," 
addcd another expert. "Legally propeny is 
not allowed to change hands this way, but 
women activist will emerge. The scenario 
would bc something like this: my son will 
marry for dowry. The relatives will scream 

for dowry." 
"For six years, a writ filed at the 

Supreme Court has triggercd confu
sion and controversy," argues a le
gal expert. "That means the tradi
tional ramily wi ll be destroyed in 
Nepal. Tt gave an idea but it can't be 
said that the laws did not discrimi
nate men from women but the gov
ernment has bent down under the 
populist pressure in its current deci
sion," he said. 

But is ilcnough to change laws. 
institutions. customs. public opin
ion and the whole social context, 
for men and women to be u'uly 
equal? De Bcauvoir wrOl1! in her 
book: "Wc must nOI believe. cer

tainly, that a change in woman's eco
nomic conditions is enough lO transrorm 
her. thought this factor has been and rc
mains the basic fac lor in her evolution: 
but until it has brought about moral. so
cial. cultura~. and other consequences that 
it promises and requires. the new woman 
cannot appear. 

Bitter and divisive as the current de
bate has become in the midst of political 
grandstanding, all sides are claiming to 

advance the larger interest of Nepalese 
society and women - an objective the 
country has long hoped to achieve without 
being able to find n. way. • 
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INTERVIEW 

If you con
sider the total 
number of 
births that 
occur in one 
year in Nepal, 
1 percent of 
all them 
would be 
suffering from 
heart disease. 
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'Prevention Programs Are Vital 
To Controlling Cardiac Diseases' 

BHAGWAN KOJRALA is Olleo/the rellownedcardiac 
surgeons of the cOllntr),. Director of the ShahhJ .. Ganga 
Lal Na tional Heart Center, Koirala is also associated 
with the Tribllltvan University Teaching HospitaL 
(TUTH). Trained;n Ukraine, Ballgladesh, United States 
alld Canada, KoiraJa is know'l Jor establishing the 
regl/Jar open-heart surgery unit ;n the TUTH sillce 

1997. He spoke to KESHAB POUDEL and SANJAYA 
DHAKAL 011 various issues relating 10 cardiac ai/
lIlelllS ill the coulltry. Excelpls: 

How do you find the situation of heart disease 
among Nepalis? 

In Nepal, we really do not have a nationwide 
survey that would give us the exact number of heart 
patients. But we do have smaU-scale studies and sample 
surveys , which indicate that there are hundreds of 
thousands of cases of heart diseases - a majority of 
which would need some kind of surgery at some point 
of time. There are three broad categories of heart 
diseases - congenital. rheumatic and ischemic. Con
genita l are the ones that comes by birth and the preva
lence of this kind of disease is universally similar in 
terms of incidences. Lt is said that I percent of all live 
births carries congenital heart disease. That means if 
there are 400 children born in Prashmti Griha today
that is how it is-there would be about 4 children born 
with heart disease everyday in Prashruti Griha itself. If 
you consider the lOtal number oFbirths that occur in one 
year in Nepal. I percent of all them would be suFfering 
From heart disease. There would be an accumulation of 
so many children with only congenital heart diseases. 
The next category is valve disease or rheumatic heart 
disease. It is born from the complication of throat 
infection. According to some sample surveys in Nepal. 
this di sease is present in I in IO(}O school children. We 
cannot translate that inw a usual population of Nepal 
because the population sample is different. But we do 
have figures From India and Bangladesh where it was 
shown that rheumatic heart disease is found in 3 in 1000 
population. which is a tremendous number. The third 
category is called ischemic heart disease, which means 
there is a less blood supply to the cardiac muscles. The 
blood supply becomes blocked by deposition of fat 
particles in the blood vessels. The incidence of this kind 
of heart ai lment is ever increasing because of dietary 
factors, stress, pollution, smoking. presence of diabetes 
and hypertension all of which increases its risk. 

How are the present facilities for treatment of 
heart disease in the country, including the Ganga 
Lal National Heart eenter? 

There are now many centers that deal with the 

-Dr. BHAGWAN KOIRALA 

treatment of heart diseases. Some of them are in the 
private sector and others in the public sector. Shah id 
Ganga Lal National Heart Center is one of them. It was 
formally opened recently. We do have all sorts of 
invasive and non-invasive diagnostic tests available. 
There is TUTH. which does non-invasive diagnosis and 
does cardiac surgeries as well. Bir Hospital also has 
most of the non-invasive diagnostic set-up and car ~ 
surgery facility. These ones have surgical facilities 
the public sector. Among the private ones, we know of 
Norvic. which has invasive (they have cathlab) and 
non-invasive diagnostic set-up - but they do not have 
surgical facilities. There is B&B where they have non
invasive diagnostic set-up and some surgical services. 
Then there is Medicare Hospital. which has non-invasive 
diagnostic set-up and some surgical facilities as well. 
Apart from these. there are other private hospitals and 
nursing homes, which do non-invasive tests. 

What is ratio of cardiac manpower available in 
the country? 

Well. I cannOl give you the exact numbers. But I 
can give you some odd numbers that would indicate the 
overall status. We have about 22 doc tors for 60 beds, 
about 10 cardiologists for 60 beds and two cardiac 
surgeons for 60 beds. 

How many surgeries do you perform in a day? 
Is the cost of cardiac surgery affordable to the 
common people? 

Right now, I do about six heart operations a w 
The heart operation facilities arc. I would say, ace 
sible to a majority. not all. There are patients who 
cannot afford to pay even Rs 1,000. I cannot claim this 
is all free - this is not designed to be free . But we do 
have provisions for absolutely poor patients. We have. 
in the center, 10 percent orth\! beds made free for totally 
destitule patients. It means they can ("ome here for the 
surgery even if they have nothing. I approve such 
services depending on the recommendation from the 
head of the department. The whole hospital service is 
free to them . Every week we can do two patients free of 
cost. BUlthedesign is, we have about 5/6 private rooms 
where the charges are high. The hospital will make 
some money out of that. This additional money is 
theoretically used for the subsidies of the poor patients. 
However. the majority of the beds are of general cat
egory. Here the patients pay for themselves - the 
principlebcing the hospital does not makea penny from 
them. The center is the government's national invest
ment. It would be cheaper for the patients here because 
they will not have to pay for the investment cost, which 
is the case in private hospi tals. In the private hospitals, 
the patients have to bear the doctor's charge, the medi-
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cine fee as well as the investment in the machine. 
Therefore. the center is reasonably affordable to the 
majority of people. 

Many Nepalis still fly to India and elsewhere for 
treatment of cardiac ailments. How can they be 
discouraged from doing so? 

There are many factors that send pat ients out. 
Number one, I would say, is the lack of confidence of 
people in local doctors. Until we create that confidence, 
people will keep on going OUL It is not going to happen 
overnight. Even if we have a good set-up, they wi ll still 
wanllO watch us, they will want to see the results. If the 
result s are as good, the cost being cheaper, why wo uld 
anybody want to go to some other country where you 
are not even considered a decent citizen? But there will 
be people wbo will sti ll ignore local expel1i se. There is 
a psychological factor here. We may not be able to stop 
~. Bm we do not care. That's not the people we are 

_ jng at. 
There is a popular conception that heart dis· 

eases affect only upper class people who live a sed en· 
tary life. What do you say? 

As 1 said , (here are different kinds of cardiac 
diseases. and some of them. interestingly, affect poor 
patients. Moreover. paradoxically. the treatment of thi s 
disease is more expensive than the one that affects the 
ri ch. For example, in rheumatic heart disease, the va lve 
is damaged. Some of them can be repaired at low cost. 
but a majority of them would need expensive total 
replacement. Thai valve itself costs Rs 70,000 to Rs 
80,000. Rheumat ic heart disease is the di sease of the 
poor. Ischemic heart disease - or heart attack and 
similar disease - affect the more affl uent people. It 
does happen to the poor also. but probably more to 
richer ones . Congenital heart disease does not discrimi· 
nate between the rich and the poor. 

It was recently reported that Nepal has an 
unusually high prevalence of heart disease among its 
~, "g population - up to 16 percent of people 
b~ 45 years of age being affected by cardiac 
ailments. Do you agree with this figure? 

I am not aware of any sc ientific study that has 
proven that I would still doubt the number. Rather. I 
would like to see that figure being quoted . But. truly. we 
know for sure that incidences of some of the diseases 
like ischemic. is going up . 

There is a trend toward adopting alternative 
treatment instead of going for surgery even in the 
West. What do you say? 

Well. we do havealtemative medic ine being prac-
.... tised for ages. These are essentially the same alternative 

practices that the westerners are trying to use now. But, 
there should be clear indication for modem medical 
treatment and for those that the modem medici nes 

. cannot help. For those that require psychological treat-
men!. I think alternative medicines really help. But 
there are clearly defined situations where we have to 
Ireat with modem sc ience. 

What kind of facilities does the Shabid Ganga 
Lal National Heart eenter have? 

We have two calhlabs. One is the old one. which 
was broken and lay idle for one year and a half. It is now 
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fixed. It is now generally funct ional. We have been 
doing lot of X-ray works from it. We do thermal 
ang iograms and we are now trying to do coronary 
angiograms, too. The problem with this machine is the 
resolution is not perfect. We can only record it in VCR 
tape. We have not sent tapes out for somebody else to 
see because of poor quality of the picture. So, we are nOl 
doing it publicly and in open manner. We are rather 
hesitant to pUblicize il. However. we are using it for our 
own purpose. We do have a new cathlab that is al ready 
in the building. The process of instalJing the machine is 
almost complete, it will be complete within nex t two 
months or so. After that. we will have the state-of-the
art facility. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has 
pointed out that cardiac diseases are going to be one 
oflhe chief public health problems in Nepal by 2020. 
What should the government do to prevent this from 
happening? 

Interestingl y. the WHO would not approve any 
project that we would ask for cardiac purpose until time 
ago. Now things have changed. The WHO has now 
realized that even in Nepa l. cardiac disease is really 
coming up and is one of priority now. Indeed, in 
developi ng count ries, it is one of the leadi ng causes of 
death. It may well be thalo as the WHO has predicted. it 
may be leading cause of problem. It is possible. To 
prevent from that happening, we have to act now, wo rk 
on prevention programs. educating people for all rheu
matic heart disease projects. All relati ve education 
things have to be done now. Even the congen.ital heart 
di sease can be partly controlled by certai n precautions 
during pregnancy. Prevention programs arc the only 
solution. 

Smoking is quite prevalent in Nepal. How much 
does this affect the cardiac situation? 

Smoking is one of the factors that we can educate 
the people about. It is very hard to correl:lte what is the 
exact quantitative effect of smoking on development of 
incidence of heart disease. But it is proven. by many 
population-based studies, aut hentic studies that smok
ing is the real and one of the important ri sk factors for 
developing coronary heart diseases and thus. increases 
the risk of heart attacks and cardiac complications as 
wel l as other cancer and other diseases. It is a problem. 
We have to go on a nat ionwide campaign aga inst 
smoking. • 

• 

Until we c re
ate that confi
dence, people 

will keep on 
going out. It 
is not going 

to happen 
overnight, 
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PERSPECTIVE 

Population Growth In Nepal 
The Challenges Ahead 

• 
• 

By DR. SHY AM THAPA 

The Central Bureau of Statistics recently reported that Nepal's 
total population in 200 I has reached 23.2 million, having 
grown at an annual rate of2.27 percent in the last decade. These 
figures are slightly lower than those projected by a team of 
demographers a rew years ago. The discrepancy is not surpris
ing, given that census data are usually subject to undercounting 
for various reasons. 

Nepal has conducted a census every decade for nearly 100 
years. At the beginning of the twenty-first century, what can we 
forecast about Nepal 's population growth over the next few 
decades? Recently Dr. Griffith Feeney, a preeminent American 
demographer. Mr. Keshav Sharma, director of Nepal 's Central 
Bureau of Statistics, and I mapped several demographic trajec
tories for Nepal. (Details of the study are being published in a 
journal). The population problem facing Nepal is both quanti
tative and qualitative. Quantitatively, every year about half a 
million people are added to Nepal's population , about the same 
number as the current population of Kapilbastu District. Quali
tatively - in terms of human resources - only about half of 
Nepal's population is literate, and the literacy rate among 
females is especially low. In this note, I shall focus on the 
quantitative aspects of population change in Nepal. 

Nepal carried out five population censuses prior to the 
1961 census, in 1911 , 1920, 1930, 1941, and 1952-54. Our 
detailed analysis of the series indicates that the censuses of 
191 I, 1920, and 1930 undercounted the total population by 
about one-third. The basis for this conclusion is the impossibil
ity of arriving, by any reasonable combination of fertility and 
mortality levels, at the 1961 census population without adjust
ing the earlier enumerated numbers substantially upward. After 
reconstructing the population 's past 100 years of age structure 
and growth, we projected the rate and structure of populalion 
change for the next several decades, basing our projections on 
four sets of assumptions, or scenarios. 

Scenario I: Continued slow decline of growth 
Our first scenario assumes that fertil ity (the birth rate) will 

decline by 0.45 chi ldren per woman per decade and continue 10 

decline until reaching replacement level, taken to be 2.1 chil
dren per woman, after which replacement-level fertility will be 
maintained. In this scenario, fertility reaches replacement level 
in 2056, by which time the total population wi ll have grown to 
77 million. Nepal 's young age structure will produce sufficient 
population momentum, however, to delay population stabiliza
tion for another 50 years, during which the population wi ll 
grow to just under 100 million. 

The rate of fertility decline is slower in Nepal than in Asia 
generally. The average rate of decline for 21 Asian countries, 
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according to United Nations .------------, 
estimates, is one child per 
woman per decade, and rates 
of decline as high as two chil
dren per woman per decade 
have been observed. It is 
therefore appropriate to con
sider alternati ve scenarios for 
Nepal, in which fertility de
clines more rapidly. 

Scenario 1I: Zero popu
lation growth beginning in 
2001 

Simply as a mathemati
cal exercise, it is possible to construct a scenario in which 
population growth ceases immediately. In such a scenario, in 
which no immigration is assumed 10 occur. the number of 
persons five years old and older in 2006 must be less than the 
total population in 200 I (given that some oftho,e alive in 200 I 
will have died). Reducing fertility so that the projected number 
of persons aged 0-4 in 2006 equals this difference wi ll result in 
zero growth during 2001-2005, and similarly for subsequem 
periods. This hypothetical scenario is instructive. for it shows 
that zero population growth is imposs ible to achieve over the 
short term and that it wou ld probably be undesirable if it were 
possible. 

The most optimistic scenario for rapid fertility decli 
reduction from five children per woman to one child per woman 
in only five years, is clearly out orthe question. Even if so rapid 
a fertility decline to so Iowa level were possible -- and it should 
be noted that one-child families remain a goal of China's 
population policy - it wou ld be undesirable because it would 
cause dramatic changes in the population's age structure. The 
social stresses that wou ld result from so radical a distortion of 
the age structure can only be guessed at, but they would likely 
be as great as the stresses caused by rapid population growth. 
This consideration and the improbability of achieving such 
rapid fertility decline rule out an early allainment of zero 
population growth. 

Scenario In: A smooth approach to zero growth 
Because the previous two scenarios represent extremes, a 

more rapid fertility decline than exists now - but not too rapid 
- is likely to be in the best interest of the country. This general 
notion can be made more specific by considering a third 
scenario, in which the rate of decline in population growth, 
though rapid, has acceptable effects on the population age 
structure. 
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Standard population projections work forward from 
an observed initial age distribution and assumed future 
levels of fertility and mortality to an implied future age distri
bution and total population size. Scenario U' s projection 
of population stabilization inverts this procedure by stipulat
ing how great population growth is to be (zero) and then 
ascertaining what levels of fertility are required to yield zero 
growth. 

We apply asimilar procedure here; but instead of requiring 
total population size to be constant, we require that the number 
of persons 0-4 years of age be constant beyond 200 I. This 
results in a smooth approach 
to zero population growth 
sometime in the future, with 
no disruption of the age 
. cture. Population 
growth is minimized. sub
ject to the condition that 
future age distributions 
never have fewer persons in 
younger age groups than in 
older age groups. 

Scenario IV: More 
rapid fertility decline 

data for the first half of the twentieth century, that mortality 
began to decline from a very high level during the 
1930s. Recent data indicate that fertility decline has begun, 
probably during the I 970s. It has not yet proceeded very far, but 
the evidence provides some basis for projecting future de
clines. 

The four scenarios for future fertility decline and popula
tion growth that we have presented point to several conclu
sions. A continuation of the recent, slow pace of fertility 
decline (Scenario I) would result in a total population of nearly 
100 million persons by the end of the current century. More 

The rate of fertility de
cline projected in Scenario 
1II is substantially fasler 
than Nepal has experienced 
in the recent past, but it is At the current rate of fertility decline, Nepal's population 
also considerably slower will grow to nearly 100 million over the next hundred years. 
that the declines that have A doubling of the population to 40 million persons is the 
be hen observed lID . selveral least growth that call be expected. If a smaller population 
ot er countries. 1 IS t lerc- . 
" appropriate to consider size in thiS range is in the national interest, striving for a 

rapid decline, simi lar to the 
median experience of Asian 
countries (Scenario Ill), 
would reduce this growth to 
fewer than 60 million per
sons. Still more rapid decline, 
close to the limit observed in 
countries that have experi
enced the most rapid declines 
(Scenario IV), could reduce 
the growth to 40 million per
sons. It is possible, if not yet 
likely, that very rapid decline 
could be achieved through a 
combination of smaller fam
ily sizes and de layed 
childbearing. A rapid ap
proach to zero population 
growth - and anything less 
than a doubling of current 
population size - (Scenarios 
1I and IV) may be ruled out 
with a high degree of cer
tainty. nario in which fertility more rapid decline infertility is as important as striving to 

declines more rapidly than accommodate a much larger population. 
it does in Scenario Ill. 8e- ------------.:::.-.:.-.:.------------

Considered together, the 

cause of the way in which Scenario TII was constructed, some 
distortion of the age structure will necessarily result from a 
more rapid fertility decline. A moderately distorted age struc
ture, however, may be a reasonable price to pay for less 
population growth. 

Scenario IV implies a total fertility rate of 3.7 children per 
woman for 200 1-2005, 2.8 children per woman for 2006-20 I 0, 
and 2.2 children per woman for 20 11-20 IS, with near-replace
ment fertility achieved thereafter. This represents an average 
rate of decline of 1.8 children per woman per decade6which is 
extremely rapid, but within the range of observed experience in 
other countries. The gains in reduced population growth from 
this modest distortion of the population age structure are 
substantial: population rises to 40 million rather than to the 56 
million of Scenario Ill. 

Conclusion 
Our study of Nepal's demographic transition has produced 

evidence, necessarily tenuous in view of the limited statistical 
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four scenarios point to a pre
diction that can be made with considerable confidence: Nepal's 
population will at least double over the current century. No 
conceivable fertility decline can prevent this, whether or not 
induced to some degree by r ising age at childbearing. Only 
catastrophically high mortality levels could prevent this future 
growth, which will result from themomentum of the population 's 
young age structure. 

It should beemphasized that adoublingof population to 40 
million persons is the least growth that can be expected. At the 
current rate of fertility dCGlirfe, the population will grow to 100 
million ovcrthe next hundred years. Ifasmallerpopulation size 
in this range is in the national interest. stri ving for a more rapid 
decline in fertility is as important as striving to accommodate 
a much larger population . • 

(Dr. Shyom Thapa, Senior Scientist. Family Health i",emo
tional, specializes in demographic Gnd pltblie health research 
alld evaluation. 
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REVIEW 

BOOK 

Splendid Story-Telling 
problems, and contemporary political is
sues.In this way. his stories are replete with 
varied interpretations of society and the com
plexities of human relationships. "Poudcl's 
stories are more related to the complexity of 
the individual rather than social problems," 
said Madan Mani Dixit. former vice-chan
cellor of Royal Nepal Academy. "He has a 
remarkable ability to grasp the situation and 
present it in simple manner." 

Madhuban Poudel builds on interesting, everyday plots 
to express various hues of inner feelings 

By A CORRESPONDENT 

A s ashon-story writer,MadhubanPou
del has built a finn reputation for 

choosing vivid, everyday characters who 
explain the social and cultural realities of 
Nepali life. In his quest to bring to the fore 
different aspects of the human experience 
that are inextricably woven into its sur
roundings. Poudel zeroes in on individual 
problems that mirror Lhe larger societal con
tex l. 

Poudel 's stones span a vibrant range of 
subjects and techniques, from the inner 
struggles of the individual and his social 
challenges to issues of religious faith and 
personal affections. These compelling story 
lines tackle problems of personal and social 
identities in parallel. Poudel's stories are 
important chronicles of OUT limes and facili
tate a purposeful understanding of personal 
relationships. 

As Nepali poetry and short stories have 
acquired increasing demand in recent years, 
books are arriving in the market faster and 
more diverse qualities. Poudel's latest book 
"Avataran RaAru Kathaharu" (Landing and 

Avatarall Ra Aru Kathaharu 

By Madhuball POL/del 

Published by Royal Nepal Academy 

Price: Nor disclosed 
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other Stories) is published by Royal Nepal 
Academy. Unlike his previous four books, 
the author focuses his attention on social 
maladies. In highly elementary expressions, 
Poudel attempts to describe love, affections 
and emotions of the individual. His stories 
deal with various social phenomena. Amid 
the growing frustrations of the day and the 
confused state of affairs, he has delved deep 
into human problems. 

Poudel discovers the identity of the 
individual , confronts human problems and 
establishes their relation to the universe. In 
doing so. he draws new plots from day-to
day happenings in society. Narrations of 

Poudel' s description of events and nar
ralion of characters are unique in the sense 
that they exercise lively conversation. His 
style and presentation seem to be inspired al 
times by Rabindra Nath Tagore. GlIY de 
Maupassant. EmileZola and Sarat Chan 

Although hi !) sto ries are full of roma 
and varied expressions of human emotions, 
he avoids the vulgarization of relatiolls be
tween different groups. The expressions of 
all his characters arc symbolic and natural. 
POlldel tackles di FFi cult themes carefully, 
avoiding the use of offensive words and 
bringing to life a viviu pic ture of society as 
it exists. • 

love, hate and 
vidual friendship pul
sate throughout his 
stories. In this collec
tion of33 stories, Pou
del portrays tlle chal 
lenges, hardshi ps and 
difliculties of the in
dividual. He analyses 
the consequences of 
social confrontations 
in purely human 
terms. As soc iety 
passes from a period 
of entrenched tradi
tional values to a fast
paced phase of mo
dernity, POlldc l's sto
ries provide a glow
ing glimpseofthedif
ficulties of the transi· 

Picturesque and PeacefuJ 

a Pilgrimage with Pleasure 

tion. 
The problems 

encountered in every
day life have much to 
do with cultural , reli
gious and personal 
preferences and pre
dilections. Poudel 

~.nCl· n·Lll\Lnr.:~. \bn .• kamana DlT, h<l;. b .... l·u 
WH,kh· tll'hl"nJ In (ulrll II\(: w l~hn 01 hl.:r 

Jl'\·nlr.:l·~ 'ep.L"~ fir~t c"bll' CM ~ernn·. Ctl LllbllH'J 

Wllh II',,~ \\ IJnpfc;IJ re~l'eCl <llId ~ lIpl'rb n.ll\o<l1 

~Urr()\I ' IJ'Il~'" h:L~ Ir:LlI~r'lflIH.:d 11lL' ,\ lall<lk.lm ,LII;' 

reglllll 10 a POpuL'f pdgrulIagl' <lnd hul,d"y 
dl.: Slln a 'lIln , In"I:lI'nl by thl.: wurld renuwlIl'Il 

Dnpp1cm;nr ur 'U~ ln:l , our ":<lb1c car~ :lre .11 par 

,,·lIh Ihe bl·~t :n the \,'udd :1 :0 arc our ~C:(\· ' Cl·~ 

4'1"'t4'1t ~ (1fT) fR. 
~~ VtWSmN (I).) LTU. 

peppers these realities P. o. Box 4416, Ncnal Nagp<AA¥i. K8ltvnandv. Nepal. 
lel: 434690. 434648. 434860. Fax:: 9n-1-434515. Cheres Station Tet ((64) 

with episodes of trag- L ____ ~E~""'~: ~~~':"""~~~~. ~~. ~~.~~~~_.J 
edy. love, individual 

SPOTLIGHT/OCTOBER 12.2001 



THE BOTTOM LINE 

TRANSITION 

LEFT: Khum Bahadur 
Khadka, for Melbourne, 
Australia, to take part in the 
Asia Pacific ministerial level 
meeting on HlV I AIDS. 

ELECTED: UmaAdhikary, 
as the President of Nepa) 
Women's Association. by the 
associationfs first national con
vention. Rukmini Koirala 
and Chet Kumari DahaI from 
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the eastern region, Kamala 
Thapa and Sushma Mudwari 
from central region, Sila Laxmi 
Neupane andJaswati Gurung 
from western region, Anita 
Devkolaand Uma Karki from 
mid-western region and Divya 
Kishori Shah and Ishwori 
Neupane from far-western re
gion, as central members ofthc 
association. 

PASSED: The Education Bill 
(Seventh Amendment) 200 I, 

By M.S.KHOKNA 

1 ... 3 ---@ 22.23.24.2 

(a'Yl.t Qvoid it to 

retai<n rm~ Chair ... 

by the House of Representa
tives. 

RETURNED: Pradip SJB 
Rana, Inspector General of 
Police, after participating in 
the 70th general assembly of 
International Police Organiza
tion. held in Budapest, Hun
gary. 

LEFT: Narayan Shurnshere 
Thapa, Foreign Secretary, for 
Seoul, Korea, at the invitation 

of his Korean counterpart. 

RE-ELECTED: Gajendra 
Bisla, as the president ofSoci
ety of Economic Journalists of 
Nepal. 

SUBMITTED: The 11th an
nual report of the Commission 
for Investigation of Abuse of 
Authority (ClAA),to His Maj
esty the King. by ClAA Chief 
Commissioner Surya Nath 
Upadhyaya. • 
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OPINION 

An E-mail From Chandra 8abu Naidu 
By NISHCHAL NATH PANDEY 

I had the belief that Chandra Babu Naidu, Chief Minister of the 
southern Indian state of Andhra Pradesh, exhibits his c-mail 
address merely for publjcity purposes. There were reports and 
anecdotes that even a layman of his slate could easily contact the 
chief minister and express his or her woes whatsoever it may be. 
Most of the complaints and requests came from students who 
wished to nit-pick about various hindrances while getting admis
sion, hostels. ragging in colleges, among other things, and from 
people that were facing inconveniences in government offices. 
But little had I fancied that contacting the chief minister was so 
simple and effortless. 

Scribbling down a few questions regarding hjs perceptions 
vis-a-vis Nepal and Indo-Nepal relations, I had inquired about 
the chief minister's and, basically, the viewpoint of the political 
panies of the south that are gaining supremacy in Indian 
politics regarding Nepal. After two hours of sending thee-mail, 
I received a reply from a Randeep Sudan, special secretary to 
the chief minister, saying that his boss was engaged in an 
important meeting with his laptop closed and would be seeing 
my e-mail as soon as he is free. Five hours after getting that 
mail, I received a surprising answer back from the chief 
minister himself that read with informal vocabulary and casual 
expressions at some point. 

"The infonnation age offers immense opportunities for 
developing CQllIllries to leapfrog into the future. Unless develop
ing countries like yours and mine take initiative in using Infor
mation Technology to improve our economic and social we ll 
being there is adistinct danger of being relegated permanently to 
the wrong side of the digital divide," he said. 

One hears a IQ( about his efforts to put his entire bureaucratic 
machinery into the easy link of the computer. Elaborating on this, 
Naidu stated that "you in Nepal can learn from our experiences 
in using IT forthe benefit of the people. Many of the applications 
developed for use in different departments of the government can 
be replicated elsewhere with slight modifications. This can save 
immense expenditure and effort on the part of governments 
embarIGng on the path of IT". Concerning Nepal, Naidu said, 
"Traditionally Indiahas very close ties with Nepal and the people 
of India in general and Andhra Pradesh in particular, have great 
admiration and respect for the Nepalese people." 

After reading his mail, a few thoughts came to my mind. 
One, southern India, especially Andhra Pradesh, has progressed 
tremendously as far as the living standard of its peoples is 
concerned. Two. while it is a star-crossed to be adjoined with ill
governed states like Bihar, there is a complete famine ofknowl
edge and understanrung on the part of pOlitical parties and 
politicians of the south let alone their people. Younger breed of 
politicians with a more incisive and sharper perceptive of the 
wishes and requirements of people that elect them to power have 
come up with added expertise of new technologies like the IT. 
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But for us in Nepal and especially for our octogenarian leaders, 
the real India does not seem to go beyond the plains of Ultar 
Pradesh and Bihar. The first instance of personal contact with 
Naidu was during the then prime minjster Girija Prasad Koiralais 
visit to Hyderabad. But, Naidu did not elaborate more than "Your 
prime minister keenly evinced interest in the development of IT 
sector in our Slate." 

Politicians usually have a limited agenda: power. But the 
yearning for power is not originating merely for the longevity of 
power per se. It is also stemming in order to make a decisive 
impact to alter the existing economjc, political and social s;a~' 
quo. The revolution that we see in states like Andhra Prad~ 
today is not coming from the barrel of a gun, rather from a click 
of a finger. Thousands of Indians are entering the US IT job 
market each month, making Indians the most sought after soft
ware specialist in the world. It is not that Andhra Pradcsh does 
not have problems and quandaries. But leaders like Naidu have 
tackJed ongoing insurgencies and succeeded in separating them 
from piercing the entire sphere of a state's activity througb 
various programs. In our region, the answers to dealing with 
problems ofmisgovernance are not difficult to find, but the sheer 
unwillingness to implement those answers. The double curse of 
being both poor and misgoverned usually finds its way to 
frustration and then on to violence. This is why the leadership 
that knows how to command the instruments of control with 
steadfast democratic values while managing contradictions is so 
important. No wonder that the recent exclusive opinion poll 
conducted by MARG and India Today revealed that most Indians 
praise lndira Gandhi for her strength of moral absolutes and 
patriotic ruthlessness more than even lawahar Lal Nehru 0.tJ 
Bahadur Shastri. 

The foremost criterion in this writerfs personal convict ion of 
a strong and capable leadership in todayis world is the age factor. 
Bill Clinton became US president at the age of 46 and Tony Blair 
entered Number 10 at the age of 44. We are not producing future 
leaders by keeping the younger generation bottled up in a bygone 
mindset or by creating an environment that prompts them to 
leave the country forever. Sher Bahadur Dcuba, our newly 
installed prime minister, has that one very crucial essentiality 
that makes him understand the pulse of the people and the 
genuine desire of the new generation of scholars. journalists and 
entrepreneurs that is coming up in our country. This is why there 
is so much of optimism from the present government. We too can 
make headway in the international arena provided we get the 
necessary bacIGng from our political leadership which was 
conspicuously centralizing itself in ill practices in the last 12 
years of multiparty de.mocracy. • 

(The author is Research and Documemation Officer at the 
Illstitllte of Foreigll Affairs) 
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PASTIME 

Now In Town BOOK 
Brian Hodgson.at the Kathmandu Residency 1825-1843 
K.L. Pradhanl2001 Rs. 632.00 

Civil Society in Nepal: Opening the Ground for Questions 
OR OahaV200 1 Rs. 200.00 

Democracy in Nepal: Challenges and Prospects 
Rabindra Khana1l2001 Rs.200.00 

Decision Making in Village Nepal 
CJ. Miller/2000 

Firing Corruption 
RK Regmee/200 1 

Rs. 472.00 

Rs. 125.00 

. alization: The Essentialsa A Citizen's Handbook to the Imbal
ances of the Newest International Order 
VK V.P. Thackerl2001 Rs. 200.00 

Heir to a Silent Song Two Rebel Women or Nepal 
N.N. Azizl2001 Rs.300.00 

Video (English) 

Hardball 

The Musketeer 

Two Can Play That Game 

The Man Who Saw Tomorrow 

GIA 

Evolution 

b. Star 

Rat RAce 

"0" 

Soul Survivors 
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Siddhi Sai Baba 

Cbandni Ba r 

Nayak 

Ajnabee 

Kyoun Ki MeinJhooth Nahin Bolta 

Hum Hogaye Aap Ke 

TumBin 

Lajja 

Ittefaq 

Dil Chahta Hai 

(Source.' SI/per Star Video, New Road) 

Information Techonology and Ecommerce for Development 
Bishwa Keshar Maskayl200 1 Rs. 300.00 

Ritual, Power and Gender: Explorations in the 
Ethnography of Vanuatu, Nepal and Ireland 
Michael AlIenl2000 Rs.960.00 

Mountain Enviroment and GIS Models and Appliaitons 
K.P. PoudeU2001 Rs.235.00 

Small and Medium Enterprise Development in Nepal: 
Emerging Issues and Opportunities 
Bishwa Keshar Maskay/2001 Rs. 4oo.oo 

Who is the Daughter of Nepal? A collection of Eassys 
Sangi,a Rayamajhi/2001 Rs. 315.00 

Nepal's Tourism Uncenssored Facts 
Oiwaker Chandl2000 Rs.632.00 

WTO Regional Cooperation and Nepal 
Horst Mundll999 Rs. 160.00 

(Souree.- Himaiayan Book Center, Bagh Bazar, Kallimolldll, Ph .' 242085) 

"Do not get 
attached to worldly 
things and pursuits. 
Be, in the world but, 

do not let the 
world be in you. " 

- SATHYA SAl BABA 
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VIEW POINT 

Counterfeit Certificates In Civil Service 
By MOHAN PRASAD DHAKAL 

Nepal's civil service seems to have lost its track, particularly 
after the political change of 1990. It could not change its pattern 
of functioning in accordance with the ideology of mUltiparty 
democracy. Development 011 all fronts of the nation has not been 
as desired. The civil service, the major executive organ of the 
government. seems to be lost in the whirlpool of ineffectiveness, 
politicization and frivolity. Its performance does not reflect the 
norms and values of democracy. There are numerous setbacks in 
the organization itself, but two issues are in the media limelight. 
They have triggered intense debate within the con'idors of 
government offices. These two issues are the high incidence of 
counterfei t certificate holders and cheating on retirement age in 
the central service records. 

The issue of fake certi ficates has grabbed widespread atten
tion through different media. This issue was highlighted particu
larly after the statement made by then secretary of the Public 
Service Commission (PSC) some lime ago in an interview with 
a local daily. The statement tueled queries and prompted mental 
exercise among leading scholars of public administration. Sub
sequently, it drew the attention of lawmakers in a parliamentary 
commjttee, although the issue now seems to have settled down 
without proper follow-up. 

Until recently, the issue of counterfeit certificate holders in 
the civil service was undercover. Yet, no action is being initiated 
to do away with the practice. Do the ofticials who are responsible 
for investigating such problems have no courage to speed up the 
probe? Why is the urgency of investigating a maller of such 
national interest not being felt? What makes the officials so 
passive in probing a matter that is contaminating the whole civi l 
service? Why are organizations like the Commission for Lnves
tigation of Abuse of Authority and the Special Police Depart
ment reluctant to take immediate action to identify phony degree 
holders who may even be in important decision-making posi
tions? 

Organizations responsible for dealing with such problems 
should be empowered not only through sufficient statutory 
authority but also through strong physical and moral support 
from the government. They must be provided with sufficient 
budget and specially trained manpower. For their part, these 
organ izations must clarify, at least 10 the public. the main 
constraints hindering their work. 

The civil service, on the other hand, is becoming increas
ingly passive. Everybody can observe that the civil service as a 
whole is so contaminated that not a single government office or 
corporation -barring a few exceptions-seems to be free of 
cOITuption and scandal. The inflow of incompetent, short-sighted 
and under-qualified personnel are responsible for this. Our 
experience, particularly after the popular change in 1990, has 
shown 1hal every issue starts with good intentions but ends up 
with bad execution, resulting in entirely adverse effects. This 
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time, let us hope that the good job initiated by the House of 
Representatives State Affairs Committee is taken to its logical 
conclusion before it is too late. 

The issue of cheating on retirem~nt age is another major 
problem in Nepal's civil service. Investigation on this matter has 
become a complex job for those who are examining it. Those 
involved are still holding top executive posts. The result and 
confirmation on such malpractice hopefully may appear later 
when the investigation is completed. Questions have been raised 
against personnel records maintained in the Depanment of Civil 
Service Records. Even the senior officials at mjnistrics A, 
found to be sticking to their chairs by lying their age. They ;;'Ill!' 
reportedly engaged in correcting the record of their own age in 
order to cling onto their positions longer. 

Lo such a situation, even a layman can assess and evaluate 
tile level of knowledge and the quality of senior position holders 
[csponsible for framing national policies. This clcarly indicates 
how serious the situation in Nepalese civil service is. Plenty of 
other cases may surface if the investigation is made more 
intensive. 

In recent decades, the civi l service in Nepal has largely 
failed to attract talented sections of the young generation. The 
blame goes to present education system as a whole and course 
of study and selecti on process on the part of the PSc. Tbe 
products of government schools in general are less competent 
than their private· school counterparts. Better educated man
power are less attracted toward government service and have 
the tendency to serve abroad, whereas low-standard people are 
dumped and have constantly tried to enter the govern~mtent 
service. The problem of brain drain has become a m 
challenge in Nepal. Doclors, engineers, specialists and I 
experts always have gone abroad in search of greener pastures 
whereas dull manpower such as those holding sub-standard 
certificates compete in the PSC exams. The selected ones are 
from among these people who go on to hold officer posts later. 
The PSC has not been able to select competent manpower 
through the best selection process. 

The syllabus ofPSC itselfis defective, which cannot supply 
best personnel to government organizations. English education 
has been always neglected in the PSC syllabus. Throughout the 
world, English has become a major source of knowledge, but in 
Nepal the case is opposite. The dumped section always creates 
trouble when the PSC tries to put at least one compulsory subject 
of English in the syllabus. 

If we want to attract better talent in the civil service, wc 
should make at least one English subject a compulsory paper in 
PSC course of study. But who would dare do that when oppo
nents of Engl ish are occupying top policy-making positions? 

(Dhakal isa Jellior officer at the Public Service Commission) 
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I 

I 

LEISURE 

CROSSWORD 

• 
ACROSS 

I. Hands over exchanged item (4) 
4. Maybe gossip about old students fi

nally became slander (10) 
9. Soldiers restricted by mist envelop

ing nearby territory (10) 
10. Incentive to knock time off sprint (4) 
11. Bird by a railway _ it's a sort of 

tinch (6) 
12. The man touching a bull gets skin 

complaint (4,4) 
14. Something planted in ground is said 

to bring this yield (4) 
15. Far end of the mine has gas in outer 
• layer (10) 
i""" It's good, being in Europe? That's 

uncertain (10) 
20. End journey by a take (4) 
21. We left _ theatre production not 

entirely appreciated (8) 
23. Right beast l (6) 
24. Drug detected in underground opera

tion (4) 
25. Has nothing to do with Uriah, ostra

cized family member (5,5) 
26. Zany ruse _ it is concocted to get 

power (10) 
27. Head chers preparation (4) 

DOWN 

2. Oddly found on meadow, one plant 
usually among trees? 

3. Stop drinking endless beer _ it's 
common (9) 

4. Scottish historian who's given a hear
ing in English city (7) 

5. All harangue kid_I, being different, 
chortle raucously (5,4, I ,5) 

6. Messy remedy offered by doctor go-
ing round upper-class spa (3-4) 

7. A Greek star outshining the others (5) 
8. Den's deficiency _ no roof (5) 
13. Food ingredient that could make 

gateau a mess (7,4) 
16. Craft displayed here may be brilliant 

(9) 
18. Excellent blank chap, set up to pro

tect one African country (7) 
19. One keeping any number in bird? (7) 
21. Water may have drained from them? 

Plug is required (5) 
22. Eliminate gangster upsetting S. 

American city (2,3) 

ZlldB'1 ·ll SlpBM ·Il AO~Wnl. ·61 mqlurnN ·81 dI4Slqg"1·91IBOW ogusnBS ·£1 Ip1Bg·8 
eqdlV . L 41uq-pnW·9 UlUJpB o~114gnB'1 S OIAI.IB;)·v uO[BAold·£ ouowouu pooM ·l: u,"oa 

olBd . Le AIUlBlazns ·9l 
dooqqoulH Sl adoa ·vl,a1l0~ ·£l POlllOOPM ·llIBO!) ·OlluogU!lUO;)· LT wmpljlldg·, I 
'poypr 4SB~ IUOH·n .(.mUB;) ·lllnds ·or puno,golOd ·60jBIUlllnIB;) ·vdBMS·1 : ssonv 
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BRIDGE 

WEST 
687 
• 1097 
• K 8 7 2 

NORTH 
• AID 3 
.854 

, .. 
• 654 .8742 

EAST 
.96542 
• KJ Z 

• K 10 9 3 

SOUTH 

• 103 
.. QJ6 

6 K Q J 
• A Q 6 3 
• A QJ 9 
.. A 5 

Vulnerable; North-South 
Dealer: South 

The bidding: 

South West North East 
2 HT Pass 3 HT All pass 

Opening lead: Club trey 

'If a man's wit be wandering, 
let him study the mathematics.' 

- FRANCIS BACON 

In today's interesting game, Somh has 
six top winners. He has prospects for devel
oping three more in the red suits. How 
should he plan to play the red suits? 

One popular approach would be to use 
dummy's solitary entry to finesse in South's 
stronger diamond suit. After winning the 
club ace, these players cross to dummy's 
spade ace to take a losing diamond finesse. 
The defenders then take their club winners 
for defensive book. and exit safely in 
spades. South is lucky enough to drop East's 
diamond 10 for three diamond winners, but 
it's not enough. He has to dummy entry to 
try a heart finesse, and he wins only eight 
tricks. 

Applying basicarirhmetic, South needs 
three total tricks in one red suit and two in 
the other. Since South can take only one 
finesse, he cannot finesse in both suits. 
Without the need of a finesse. the odds of 
developing three winners are strongly in 
favor of the more solid diamond suit. In 
diamonds, South can win three tricks with
out a finesse when the suit breaks 3-3, or 
when he drops a singleton or doubleton 10. 
And since the lack of solidity in hearts 
reduces the odds of doing the same in that 
suit. South should sue dummy's sole entry 
for a heart finesse. 

After taking a successful hean finesse, 
South leads diamonds from his own hand. 
collecting three winners when East's ID 
drops doublet on. 
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FORUM 

'Terrorism Is Bad And Must Be Stopped' 
he ambGlssa,do"7j F,'llla/ld ". NeJ7al, BEN

IAM,IN BASS/N. is also the Finnish en· 
vo)' to four other South Asian countries, 
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Bhutan. 
Dllr;lIg his recent v;s;t to Kathmandu, lite 
New Dellli-based ellvoy spoke to 
BHAGIRATH YOGI 011 bilateral rela
riolls. terrorism alld ollter issues days be-

the US-led forces started air strikes 
011 Afghallistan. Excelpts: 

How do you see the problem of ter
I rorism in South Asia? 

Practically, all the countries of South 
have problems of terrorism. If the 

I il1llel·na.lic,na.lc,orrlmuniIY takes aconcerted 
to wipe out lCITorism, that will be a 

good beginning. If, as a consequence 
'n'·".,." •• in Afghanistan , Pakistan reduces 

ends its suppon to the Mujahideen in 
Kashmir, nothing will prevenlqetter rela
. between Indiaand Pakistan. But there 

no guarantee that this will happen. 
HowdoestheEuropean Union (EU) 

the US initiative against terror-

The EU has accepted that the US is the 
super power at this time. They are the 

injured party. They have full justification 
in initiating action (in Afghanistan) to
gether with the international community. 
We don'l have any objection to the US-led 
initiative. It will be a wise move to have 
blessings from the United Nations on the 
upcoming operation. Many in Europe feel 
this way. There are very good bilateral 
contacts between the US and EU coun
Iries. We thinkthalthe UN's blessings will 
give legitimacy to this initiative. 

How justified would it be for thje 
US to start bombing Afghanistan before 
producing enough evidence to the inter
national community? 

I don't know what evidence the US 
holds against Osama bin Laden. They may 

evidence. During the operations, ca
sualties to civilian population will have to 
be kept at a minimum. It -can't be entirely 

because lerrorists there will he 
along with the general population. 

damage may be caused to the corn· 
people also. 
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But it was the CIA that equipped 
bin Laden, wasn't it? 

They did not equip him to attack the 
World Trade Center. When they trained 
Mr. Laden, they did not train him for thal 
purpose. 

How justified is it for the US to go 
and bomb a sovereign country? 

The US are the injured party. It was on 
their soil that the allacks happened. They 
are in a very special position. The situation 
varies from country to country . Some coun
try may have chosen another way to re
spond la such attacks. But we must agree 
lhat terrorism is bad and must be stopped. 

How do you see the problem of 
narco·terrorism in the days ahead? 

Afghanistan is one of the major pro
duction and refining centers of opium. It is 
then smuggled toMyanmar and other parts 
of the world. Money from such operalions 
is probably used to finance terrorism. In 
their own interest , countries around the 
world have to stop manufacturing and ex
porting drugs. 

How do you see the Maoist insur
gency in Nepal? Should the government 
declare them as terrorists? 

I am not well informed on this issue. 
Branding them terrorisls may be helpful 

- BENJAMIN BASSIN 

corn m uni _ 1""-----------. 
ties in both 
countries to 
remain alert 
to the possi
bilities thal 
are there. 
Delegations 
of business 
communi
ties need la 
visit each 
other's 
countries. 
By involving the business people, we can 
explore more opportunities in trade and 
investment. So. there should be greater 
cooperation between the businesscommu
nities. 

There has been a tendency among a 
section of the Nepalese intelligentsia to 
blame the country's democratic polity 
for all the ills in the counlry, Would you 
like to comment? 

Democracy is always difficult even in 
a rich country. It must be difficult for a 
poor country like Nepal. The alternative to 
democracy is always totalitarian or au
thoritarian rule. We don', have a choice. 
You should nOllose palience . • 

but we don't know for 
sure. It may be help
ful in drawing the at-
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the world. So, I am 
not giving any advice 
to Ihe Nepalese gov
ernment in this re
gard. Peaceful solu
tions are always the 
best. 

Whatshould 
done to promote 
economic relations 
between Nepal and 
Finland? 

We have to acti
vate the business 
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• 

"THE PERFECT PLACE FOR THE EXOTIC EXPERIENCE YOU EVER HAD" 

• tHHH 

N ewari Cuisine is not only 
popular for deliciousness but 
also richness. In a typical 
Newari feast, more than 
twenty varieties of dishes are 
served. 

Newari Cuisine at its best 

---;;;;;-

Now you can savour all these 
authentic and relishing 
dishes in addition to various 
types of unique Newari 
snacks at the 'Lajana' - the 
exclusive Newari restaurant. 
Enjoying the ambience you 
will never forget ..... 

Enjoy the Legendary 
Newari de l icacies 

at 
Restaurant Lajana 

& 

Every evening colourful 
Nepali Cultural Show in 

Traditional Fashion . 

Near Radisson Hotel, Lazimpat 
Kathmandu, Nepal 

Ph: 413874 
E-mail : caan @infoclub.com.np 

Web Site: www.nepalifood.com/lajana 
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Casino Nepal 
Soaltee Compound 

T ahachal, Kalhmandu 
T,I 270244,271011 

Fax 977-1-271244 
E-mail rdt@moscom.np 

Casino Anna 
Holel de l' Annapurna 

Durbar Marg, Kalhmandu 
T,I 223479 

Fax 977-1-225228 

Casino Everest 
Holel Everest 

New Baneshwor 
T,I 488100 

Fax 977-1-490284 
E-mail everest@moscom.np 

Casino Royale 
Holel Yak & Yeli 

Durbar Marg 
T,I 228481 

Fax 977-1-223933 
E-mail'royal@moscomnp 
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