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No. 61 First Quarter 1990 

Dear Friends, 
It is with great excitement and some 

fear that I take over the editorship of 
the Postal Himal. I hope to produce a 
quarterly as fine and comprehensive as 
Les has these many years. He told me 
that each issue involves some 40 hours 
of preparation. 

Your newsletter can only be as good 
as its contributors, so please continue 
sending articles. 

Leo Martyn 
Dear Friends, 

I shall miss the correspondence that, 
in addition to gaining new friends, has 
so often included material to be shared 
with the members of our study Circle. 
But the time has come to 'pass the baton' 
to a new editor. There is no doubt in 
my mind that Leo will bring fresh ideas 
and talents to this important position. 
Each of you can help by offering sugges
tions, constructive criticisms and, most 
of all, material to share with our mem
bers. -- I am pleased to point out the 
short article (page 12) by Lawrence 
Bowles, one of our new members listed 
on the page at left. Our thanks to you, 
Lawrence, for setting such a good 
example. 

The majority of our members specialize 
in Nepal philately and some of those may 
ask why this issue is devoted so heavily 
to Tibet material. To be quite frank, 
we have relatively little Nepal material 
on hand, but we hope to have more to 
offer in our June issue. 

Because Colin has decided to send out 
a relatively large auction list under 
separate cover, no auction list is in
cluded with this issue, and none will 
be sent with Postal Himal No. 62. Those 
who attend one (or both) meetings of the 
Study Circle during STAMP WORLD LONDON 90 
will have the opportunity to examine the 
auction material at first hand, but will 
make their bids by mail, as we have al
ways done. 

Mr. D. Dawson has waited patiently for 
his article on modern Tibet post offices 
to appear. That article fills nearly 
half of the pages in this issue and I, 
for one, found it most interesting, as 
I am sure you wi.ll, even if you are not 
a Tibet specialist. Thank you, Derrick, 
for the privilege of publishing this 
fine, informative artic le. 

Finally, I am pleased to report that 

Leo's fine Nepal ex~ibit is entered in 
the competition at STAMP WORLD LONDON 90 
and he will be there as well. 

Lester A. Michel 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
Fe. HDiBERS US! ONLY 

Oa. in.ertlon, per line $1.00 
rour iftl.rtioftl, per 1iDe 3.50 

To ea1eulatt the number of line. JOur 
adverti.ement will require, count 39 
eharlcter. per line, lncludina all let
ter., numeral., punctuation marka and 
blank .pac .. between vord.. Ma will 
be placed under appropriate headinl' 
without char,e for the headinlS. See 
the Cla .. Uitd Ad lection in tbe Unal 
pa, .. of any issue of 'nie AMElIW 
PHILATELIST for typical ad head ins, -
or .imply Nnd your ovn ad, &skin, the 
editor to place it under an appropriate 
headinl (It no extra co.t). 

DEADLINE: Ad and payment in USA dol
lar. (or in .int USA postaae .tamp.) 
mu.t reach the editor by the firlt day 
of one of the fol10wina month. -- Feb
ruary. Hay. AUlult, November -- in order 
for ad to appear in issue. mailed about 
one month laur. Any chana. of copy 
aft.r the tit.t insertion viII be coun
ted a •• new .dvertisement. 

FOR SALE 

TIBETAN FORGERIES. I have a large stock 
of the older 1912 and 1933 forgeries, 
as well as examples of the new 1912 for
geries. Want lists are welcome. If you 
have forgeries for sale, I am an active 
buyer. Write first before sending ma
terial. Trades are also welcome. If you 
have an interest in forgeries and would 
like to share that interest or are look
ing for information about Tibetan for
geries, write to me. George Bourke, 
P.O.Box 564, Be11evi11e, MI 48111, USA. 

WANTED 

-Bhutan. Anything: coven. mes, stamps, 
proof •• es •• y., etc. Also 1008e stamps 
, broken .et. to use for postage. Write 
first. Nildo Harper, 510 Main St. 1910 
Roosevelt Island, New York 10044 
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E X H I BIT ION 
STAMP WORLD LONDON 90 

Alexandra Palace 
3 - 13 May 1990 

NEW S 

The Study Circle will be holding two 
meetings during this International Stamp 
Exhibition in London. 

Both Meetings will be held in Room D 
in the North West Hall from 14:15 to -
17:45. The first is ·on Friday, !!.. May 
and the second on Thursday, lQ May. 

The rooms can accommodate up to 30 
members and there are five display 
boards available if required. 

One of the topics for discussion will 
be the proposed new statutes and the 
indications are that there will be more 
members attending the second meeting 
than the first. However, since some 
members cannot attend the second meeting, 
it seems appropriate to discuss the pro
posed new statutes at both meetings. Mem
bers will be welcome at both meetings. 

Most of the lots in Auction No. 51 
will be available for viewing during 
these meetings. 

The Exhibition will open its doors at 
12:00 noon on 3 May. On this day only 
it will be open until 20:00 hrs and on 
all other days will be open from 10:00 
to 18:00 hrs. 

Admission charges are £5 per day for 
the first two days and £3 per day for 
the remainder of the exhibition. ~enior 

citizens will be charged £3 and £2. 
Alexandra Palace has been newly re

furbished and re-designed since it was 
almost destroyed by fire in 1980. It 
is situated in North London, between 
Muswell Hill and Wood Green. It is well 
served by all forms of public transport. 

For many of our members who will be 
coming from overseas and will be using 
the London Underground to get to the ex
hibition: They will need to take the 
Piccadilly line to Wood Green from where 
there is a Courtesy bus service to 
Alexandra Palace. 

I look forward to seeing many of you 
who I correspond with, both with Study 
Circle matters and the auctions, and 
wish you a very enjoyable time. 

CoHn Hepper 

P.S.--Colin reports that Richard Han
chett, one of our most enthusiastic USA 
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members, has made a generous donation 
of $200 for the use of the Study Circle 
to pay for room hire and other expenses 
related thereto. He has offered to make 
similar donations (up to $200) to indi
viduals or groups who organise regional 
meetings. We wish to thank Richard for 
his generosity and his belief in the 
value of Study Circle meetings during 
important philatelic exhibitions. We 
have no doubt that such meetings will 
strengthen and enlarle o~r _~ircle. -~Ed. 

REPORT ON MEETING AT STaMpsHOW '89 
HELD IN ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA, AUGUST 24-27 

--Leo Martyn 

The Society had a meeting at the Ameri
can Philatelic Society's National "STaMp
sHO~' which took place in Anaheim, Cali
fornia, August 24-27. Members present 
were: Bill Janson, Vern Richards and Leo 
Martyn, plus visitors Barbara Kayfetz and 
Alfredo Giddens. Bill brought several 
Nepalese 1941 series Pashupati covers 
which were apparently used on the first 
available day ("First Day of Issue" was 
typed on each cover - possibly prepared 
by a postal employee). Alfredo brought 
a collection of Nepalese classic stamps 
for identification . 

After an hour of discussion we viewed 
my exhibit "Nepal: Postal History from 
the Pre-Philately period through the 
Transition Period" (which was awarded a 
GOLD) . - Frank Vignola was also present 
at the show but was not able to attend 
the meeting. 

POSTAL HIMAL IN LITERATURE COMPETITIONS 
--Lester A. Michel 

Your retiring editor has routinely 
entered Postal Himal in two or three 
literature competitions, feeling that 
the advertising might bring in a few 
new members, as well as useful criti
cisms from the judges. At SESCAL '89, 
which was the site of STaMpsHOW '89 
(the American Philatelic Society spon
sored exhibition in 1989), Postal Himal 
was awarded a SILVER medal. We noted 
that no Periodicals received a GOLD, 
and only four VERMEILS were glven out. 

At CHICAGOPEX '89 (the annual show 
sponsored by the Chicago Philatelic 
Society), noted for its outstanding 
literature section over a period of 
years, our publication received a 
SILVER-BRONZE medal. Only ten entries 
received a higher award. 



POST OFFICES OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA IN TIBET 

--D. Dawson 

S. L. Shrestha's contribution on Chi
nese postmarks in Issue No. 56 focussed 
attention on the widespread development 
of the postal system in Tibet when com
pared with the much more limited cover
age in independent Tibet. (There was, 
in passing, one incorrect designation -
the cancellation attributed to Yadong 
is, in fact, that of Phari.) This de
velopment is the more noticeable in the 
light of the considerable shrinkage of 
Tibetan territory since the Chinese 
take-over in 1950. Amdo, in the north, 
has been transferred to Qinghai and the 
entire region incorporated into China. 
Large areas of Kham have gone to Gansu, 
Sichuan and Yunnan, and what is now 
called the Tibet Autonomous Region is a 
much diminished territorial entity. 
Such indisputably Tibetan towns as Jye
kundo, Tatsienlu (Dartsendo) and Kumbum 
are now shown as lying well within 
China proper. 

The cancellations of Lhasa, Shigatse, 
Gyantse and Yatung are frequently en
countered, but many of those from smal
ler and less known places are rarely 
seen. Those in my collection are gene
rally philatelic, mostly of the 1984-
1986 period, addressed to Shanghai as a 
rule, franked at the 3 fen or 8 fen ' 
rate according to date, and bear cancel
lations of the type shown in Shrestha's 
article, designated type CIa by Water
fall. 

My holding is by no means complete. 
Several of the locations mentioned by 
Waterfal1 2 are not included, though 
some reservation needs to be expressed 
here since Chinese place names are lia
ble to changes which make continuity a 
problem at times, a process which the 
change to Pinyin has underlined (Canton, 
for example, being now Guangzhou and 
Hong Kong, Xianggang). 

It may be useful for fellow-collectors 
of Tibetan postal history if I list the 
cancellations in my collection, plus one 
or two from Shrestha's article which are 
not in my collection, so that they may, 
perhaps, be more easily able to identify 
items in their own holdings and be en
couraged to share with us information 
on any other cancellations they have 
which are not in the list. First, one 
or two explanatory notes might help: -

(i) In September 1965 the Chinese set 
up the Tibet Autonomous Region 
based on the Lhasa Shi (i.e. mu
nicipality) and the five admini
strative divisions of Shannan 
(chief town Tsethang), Nagqu, 
Shigatse, Ari (former Ngari) , 
and Chamdo. These were sub-di
vided into 70 Hsien or county 
areas . Thus was replaced the 
former Tibetan na tive adminis
tration based on the Dzongs. 

(ii) I have been able to locate prac
tically all the offices for which 
cancellations are listed using 
the English ve r sion of the Map 
of the People's Republic o f China . 3 

(iii) The Water fall t ype CIa cancella
tion is illustrated below; double 
circle, the outer being 31 mm 
diameter, the inner 16 mm and 
having superimposed a rectangle 
18 mm x 7~ mm in which the date 
appears. The inscription is bi
lingual, Chinese and Tibetan. 
The Chinese characters at 11 0' 

clock and 1 o'clock translate as 
Xi Zang, Western Storehouse or 
Treasury, the Chinese designation 
for Tibet. Those at 7 o'clock 
give the town name in Chinese; the 
Tibetan spelling appears between 
5 and 6 o'clock . 

(iv) The listing which follows is by 
administrat i ve di vision. The 
Tibetan characters are followed 
by their literal Romanisation 
and then by the usual Westernised 
form of the place name. Finally , 
some general comment on the loca
tion of the town and other r e le
vant detail follo ws . 

3 
Type CIa ca ncellation of Tsethang 



LHASA SHI CANCELLATIONS 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 
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Romanised Normal usage 

Lha-sa Lhasa 

Nub-phyogs Nu-chok 

Byang-phyogs Jang-chok 

Grong-nub Dong-nu 

Wa-gling Wa-ling 

Gshi-ba-'brol- Shi- wa-do-jang-las 
byang-Ias 

Stod-lung
bde-chen 

T!::Ilung-Dechen 

Yang-pa-jan Same 

'dam-gzhung Dam-shung 

Lha-ri Same 

Mal-gro-gung- Medogongkar _ 
dkar 

Gong-po-rgyam- Gongpo Gyamda 
da 

Kang-treng Gungtang 

'phan-po Pen-po 

Remarks 

Lhasa City West area 

Lhasa City North area 

Lhasa City West 

Lhasa City . Chinese: He 
Ba Ling, "the wood by 
the river bank". 

Lhasa City, Jiefang Bei Road 

About 12 km West of Lhasa 
on the northern route to 
Shigatse on the T~lung 
Chu. Birthplace of the 3rd 
Dalai Lama S8nam Gyatso in 
1543. Chin. Doilung Dechen. 

Former Kang Hyan-pa-chen, 
upper T8 lung district. 
Seat of Shamarpa. Geother
mal springs & power station. 
Chin. Yang-bajain. 

Most northerly PO in Lhasa 
Shi area, 100 km North of 
Lhasa. Chin. Damxung. 

Former Lharigo, 160 km SE of 
Nagchu on the old Silk Road 

70 km NE of Lhasa in the 
Drigung valley. District 
centre with extensive lead 
and marble deposits. Chin. 
Maizho kunggar. 

Also known as Gyamdie . 200 
km East of Lhasa. Nuclear 
missile site. In 1906 the 
Chinese General Chao Erh
Feng planned its inclusion 
as the border town in his 
proposed province of Sikang. 
Chin. Gongbo-Gyamda . 

10 km East of Lhasa in the 
Kyi-chu valley. Abbots of 
Tse Gungtang played a major 
role in Tibetan affairs from 
the time of Kublai Khan 
(1214-94) until the end of 
the 16th century. 

In the Penyul valley NNE of 
Lhasa where the great monas
teries of Nalanda and Lang
tang lay. The Northern 

(continued on next page) 



15 

16 

17 

SHANNAN ("South of the 

18 'V" ,C' '>1~' 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Lhun-grub 

Chu-shur 

Nying- phri 

trade route to Lhasa went via 
this valley and over the Pem
bogo La. Srongtsen Gambo, 
Tibet's greatest king, died 
here of fever in 649 AD. 

Lhundu 50 km North of Lhasa. Chin. 
LhUnzhub. 

Chushu 80 km SW of Lhasa at the con
fluence of the Kyi Chu with 
the Tsangpo . There is now a 
bridge across the Tsangpo 
here to carry the road from 
Lhasa to Gongkar airport. 
Formerly important as a sta
ging post on the Lhasa - In
dia r oute. Chin. QUxU. 

Nyingchi Chin . Linzh1. A mainly Chi
nese town on the Nyang Chu 
about 100 km SE of Gongbo 
Gyamda. A major transport 
& industrial centre - textiles, 
paper, printing and match 
manufac ture. 

Mountains" ) DivisiQn 

Gong-dkar 

Gra-nang 

rTsed-thang 

Ne - gdong 

Zangs-ri 

rGya-tsa 

Gongkar 100 km from Lhasa on the S 
bank of the Tsangpo . Site of 
Lhasa airport. Ancient Dzong 
and monastery of the Zung tra
dition of t he Sakya order. 
Dzong dest r oyed in t he cul
tural revolution. Borax de
posits in the area. Chin. 
Gonggar. 

Danang Chin. Zhanang, about 40 km E 
of Gongkar on t he Tsangpo. 
11th century settlement. 

Tsethang Chief town of Shannan. 7,000 
population . 180 km from Lhasa 
on the S bank of t he Tsangpo 
at t he mou th of the Yarlung 
valley . Its sacred mountain, 
Gongbo - ri, is associated with 
the legendary birth of the 
Tibetan nation. Chin. Zedang 

Nedong Adjoins Tsethangon, the route 
into the Yarlung valley. Ca
pital of Tibet during the Se
cond Kingdom period (1 350-
1581). 

Sangri On the north bank of the 
Tsangpo opposite Tsethang to 
which it is linked by ferry • 

. Gyatsa On the S bank of the Tsangpo 
60 km E of Tsethang. 
Chin. Gyaca . 

5 
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27 

28 

29 

30 

SHIGATSE Division 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 
..... 
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sNang-shan 

Grob-mda 

sHin-gling 

Lho-brag 

Lhun-rtse 

mCho-sna 

mChos-smad 

gZhis-rtse 

Rin-spungs 

sNyemo 

brGyad-gchig 
gong-gsar 

Ba-snam 

rGyal-rtse 

Nangshan 

Doda 

Minling 

Lhowa 

Lhuntse 

Chona 

Chome 

Shigatse 

Rinpung 

Nyemo 

Gye-chi gongsar 

Penam 

Gyantse 

On the S bank of the Tsangpo 
100 km E of Tsethang. 
Chin. Nangxian. 

Chin. Zhongda. A post office 
in the Nangshan area. 

A village on the S bank of 
the Tsangpo 50 km SW of Tsela 
Dzong. Chin. Mainling. 

Chin. Lhozhag, former Towa 
Dzong. Close to the Indian & 
Bhutanese frontiers. The last 
Tibetan town on the 14th Da1ai 
Lama's escape route in 1959. 

A strategic area guarding the 
Indian frontier. Chin. LhUnze. 

200 km S of Tsethang, close 
to the Bhutanese frontier. 
Chin. Cana. 

Former Dongkar Dzong. NW of 
Chona and also close to the 
Bhutanese frontier. Chin. Comai. 

Tibet's second city. 40,000 
population. Seat of the Panch
en Lama. Trade centre on the 
Nepal route. Chin. Xigaze. 

Rinpung Dzong on the S bank of 
the Tsangpo at the Dazhuka 
ferry crossing. Important 
during the Second Kingdom's 
later stage (1440-1550). Gold 
deposits in the area. 
Chin. Rinbung. 

Former Nambopuk. E of Dazhuka. 

A mystery location. The Tibe 
tan translates as "81 Gongsar"; 
the Chinese as Bayi Le1in, i.e. 
'81 Le1in'. Said to be in the 
Nyemo area. 

E of Shigatse. Birthplace of 
4th Panchen Lama. Tempe Nyima. 
In World War 11 an American 
'plane flying over the Hump 
between Assam and China lost 
its way and crash landed at 
Penam. The crew were held for 
some days before being repa
triated. Chin. Bainang . 

Tibet's fourth city, 10,000 
population . Military base on 
the strategic Indian route. 
On the right bank of the Nyang 
Chu. Woollen crafts & rugs. 
Former British Trade Agency 
here. Chin. Gyangze. 
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38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

C\ , 

43 li]JC'!~1 
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45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

so 

sNa-dkar-rtse 

Kang-dmar 

Phag-ri 

Gro-mo 

bZhad-mthong
smoin 

Sa-sgya 

gTing-sgyes 

Ding-ri 

Gam-ba 

gNya-nang 

Lha-rtse 

'gram 

Ngam-ring 

'Brong-ba 

Nagartse A village on the Yamdrok Lake 
170 km from Lhasa and 90 from 
Gyantse. Ruined Dzong. Staging 
post on the Lhasa-Gyantse 
route. Chin. Nagarze. 

Kangmar SO km S of Gyantse on the In
dia route. Associated with 
the 1904 Younghusband Mission. 

Phari At the head of the Chumbi val
ley and close to the Bhutan 
frontier. Chin . Pagri . 

Yatung Gro- mo (Domo) "the wheat coun
try", in contrast to Denjong, 
"the rice country" (Le., Sik
kim). The border town in the 
Chumbi valley. Chin. Yadong 
or Chomo. 

Xaitongmoin The Chinese name for the Ti
betan village of Karu (cf Sven 
Hedin, "Trans-Himalaya", vol. 
1) W of Shigatse on the north 
bank of the Tsangpo. 

Sakya Sakya, "grey earth", in a side 
valley off the main Shigatse
Nepal road, famous for its 
Karmapa monastery. Chin. 
Sagya. 

Tinggye A village E of Dingri. 
Chin. Dinggye. 

Dingri Former Shekar Dzong, a famous 
halt for Mt. Everest expedi
tions, 280 km from Shigatse . 

Kamba Close to the Sikkim border. 
Kamba Dzong of the Younghus
band Mission. Chin. Gamba . 

Nyalam Formerly Kuti, one of the 
border towns where Nepalese 
courts functioned following 
the second Gurkha War (1885). 

Lhatse Lhatse, "Peak of the gods", 
120 km W of Shigatse at an 
altitude of 4,000 m. 
Chin. Lhaze. 

Dam The former Khassa, another of 
the Nepalese court towns. 
Chin. Zhangmu. 

Same Former Namling Dzong, 60 km 
W of Lhatse, lies midway be

tween the Yarlung Tsangpo and 
the Raka Tsangpo on the Tibet
Xinjiang highway. 

Zhongba Former Tradtln, 120 km W of 
Saga on the Xinjiang route. 
Backed by Dhaulagiri, Anna
purna and Manaslu. 
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51 

NGARI Division 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 
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NAGCHU Division 

59 
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62 ..... 
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B 

Sa-dga Saga 

Bu-theng Purang 

Za-mda Zamda 

sGar Gar 

Seng-ge-gzang-po 

Ru-thog Rudok 

dGe-rgyas Gegyai 

Ger-tse Same 

Nag-chu Nagchuka 

A-mdo Amdo 

sNyan-rong Nyainrong 

Nge-dmar Gemar 

Former Saka Dzong on the 
Tsangpo. 180 km W of Ngamring 
and 50 km N of Kyirong. The 
area of Heinrich Harrer's book 
"Seven Years in Tibet". 

Ancient capital of Ngari. on 
the Indian border near the Li
pu Lek Pass. Close to Mt. Kai-
1as and the lakes of Manasaro
war and Rakas Tal. Also known 
as Taklakot . Chin. Burang. 

Former To1ing in Guga province. 
Famous monastic centre asso
ciated with the Portuguese 
Jesuit Padre Antonio de Andrade 
who visited the Tsaparang area 
in 1623. Chin. Zanda. 

The post office serving the 
Gargunsa (where it is located) 
area and Gartok. 

Chin. Shiqanhe, a modern town 
and capital of Ngari, near 
Trashigang at the confluence of 
the Gar Tsangpo and the Sengge 
Tsangpo . The Tibetan Sengge 
Tsangpo, "out of the lion's 
mouth" is the name of the R. 
Indus in Tibet. (NB Though 
confusing, the Gar Tsangpo and 
the Sengge Tsangpo are quite 
separate from the R. Tsangpo 
which also has its source in 
the Kai1as area). 

The most northerly PO in Ngari. 
Near the Panggong lakes and 
the Lakakh border. 
Former Pekiya, 120 km E of 
Shiqanhe on the Sengge Tsangpo. 

Former Sakti, near the gold
fields of Thok Amar and Thok 
Marshera. Centre of a large 
nomadic population. 
Chin. Gerze. 
Capital of Nagchu Division. 
Rich in mineral deposits -
gold, iron, coal, borax. Nu
clear weapons site. 
Chin. Nagqu. 

90 km of Nagchu on the Qinghai 
highway. 

60 km SE of Ahldo off the main 
highway. 

In the Nyainrong area . 
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mTshou-gnyis 

dPal-mgon 

Shan-dza 

sBra-chen 

Sog-rdzong 

'bri-ru 

Teng-chen 

Ri - bo-che 

Chab-mdo 

'gu-do 

sGyi-thang 

'dzho- rnda 

Thog-med 

sPo-bo 

dPa-gong 

Tshoyu-nyi 

Pengon 

Same 

Bachen 

Sok Dzong 

Biru 

Dengchen 

Riwoche 

Chamdo 

Gudo 

Jidong 

Jomda 

Tokme 

Powo 

Pagong 

Precise location uncertain . 
Both the Chinese Shuanghu 
and Tibetan Tshoyu-nyi mean 
"two lakes". 

180 km W of Nagchu on the road 
to Ngari via Gerze. 
Chin . Baingoin. 

150 km W of Pengon. 
Chin. Xainza. 

200 km E of Nagchu on the 
Chamdo route. Chin. Baqen. 

On the Nak Chu (Upper Salween) 
SW of Bachen. Chin. Sogxian. 

S of Sok Dzong on the Nu Chu 
(Upper Salween). 

180 km E of Biru. 
Chin. Dengqen. 

60 km W of Chamdo . Described 
by Robert Ford as "the pretti
est little town in Kham, well 
wooded and wonderfully green". 
Pop. 5,000. Had three monas
teries. Rich in mineral de 
posits- gold, iron, coal, cop
per, borax, antimony, mineral 
salt. Chin. Riwoqe. 

Tibet's third city, on the R. 
Mekong. 12,000 population. 
Capital of Kham and China's 
gateway to Tibet . Coal and 
copper deposits. 
Chin. Qamdo. 

A town in the Chamdo area. 
Chin. E Luo Qiao (Russian 
Camel Bridge) . 

On the Sichuan highway 50 km 
N of Batang. Also known as 
Yidun, Daxoi. 

Formerly Gonjo , near Derge on 
the River of Golden Sand 
(Upper Yangtse). 

40 km NW of Bomi. Chin . 
Tongmai or Tungmeh. 

Formerly Showa. E of the great 
southwards bend of the Tsangpo, 
dominated by Namche Barwa, the 
eastern outrider of the Hima
layas. 

Formerly Shugden Gompa. 
Chin . Baxoi. 

9 
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mTso-Sgang Tsogang 

rZhayu1-smad Dayu1 Sme 

rMar-kams Markam 

Lho-rdzong Lho Dzong 

dBa1-'bar Ba1bar 

Brag-gyab Zhagyab 

On the Upper Sa1ween W of 
Markam. Chin. Zogang. 

Former Dayu1 Gompa on the Up
per Sa1ween. "Dayu1 smad" 
signifies "Lower Dayu1". 
Chin. Zhayu. 

Also known as Markam Gartok, 
on the Upper Mekong. 

100 km SW of Riwoche. Also 
known as Lo1ung, Ru1an. 
Chin. Lhorong. 

Former Pembar Gompa, 100 km 
NW of Lho Dzong. 
Chin. Banbar. 

80 km SW of Chamdo on a tri
butary of the Mekong. 

Notes:-
1. "The Postal History of Tibet", 1981 edition (Robson Lowe) , p. 59. 
2. Ibid., pp. 60-62. 
3. Compiled and published by the Cartographical Publishing House and distributed by 

Guoji Shudian, Beijing, China. 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

SRREE GORAKHA SARAKARA, GORAKHA, GORKHA SA.R.KAR, 
NEPAL SARAKARA & NEPAL INSCRIPTIONS ON 

NEPALESE STAMPS 

K. RAJ -BHANDARI 

Nepalese stamps issued in 1881 bear t~e legend "SHREE GORAKHA 
SARAKARA" (Jf{f'itrn~W(i1j7T" ) in Devnagari script. 

In 1899 "SHREE GORAKHA SJ.RAKARA" legend was substituted by "GORAKHA" 
(ifra;1t ) and "SARAKARA" was dropped. Once more the Shi va stamps 
of 1907 (1964 V.S.) bear the inscription "GORKHA SARKAR" (m-Ilf" 
~ ). Indeed, it was in 1929 (1986 V.S.) a sudden change was 
made in the legend. It was for the first time the "NEPAL SARAKARA" 
(~~ )or the Government of Nepal legend was introduced instead 
of "GORKHA SARKAR" or the Government of Gorkha. This change-over 
is very much remarkable in that one can easily identify the stamps, 
though of course, the legend was in Devnagari and not in DeTnagari 
and Latin as in the latter issuei In 1949 an 1 Re. Shiva (2005 V.S.) 
type, orange coloured, stamp in a big size and in 1959 a series of 
official (service) stamps were issued with "NEPAL SARA}{ARA" legend 
in Devnagari only. Perhaps it was for the last time that stamps 
with such legend were issued. 

The first ever issue with "NEPAL" legend in Devnagari and Latin 
is the 2p. Swayambhoo, a Buddhist Chaitya issued in 1949. 

Even up to the present day Nepalese stamps invariably bear the 
"NEPAL" legend in the Devnagari and also in the Lat in script. 
(We wish to thank Mr . Surendra La1 Shrestha, Nepal Representative 
for the Nepal & Tibet Philatelic Study Circle, for sending us this 

10 short but informative article.--Ed.) 



A NEW SET OF 1912 FORGERIES 
PART II 

--George Bourke 

Since writing the article that ap
peared in Postal Himal No. 60, some 
additional material belonging to this 
set has been seen. 

1/ 3 TRANGKA 
A single sheet has been found prin
ted on thin native Nepalese paper. 
In addition, a block of six showing 
the tete beche error has been found. 
It is on thin native Nepalese paper 
and is the largest known multiple 
containing the error. Several "er
rors" of color exist for this value. 
Dr. Hellrigl notes that he has co
pies in yellow green, on yellow pa
per and violet, on thin native paper. 
These "errors" of color are not 
known in full sheets. They are very 
rare as only a few examples are 
known. In addition to the above, 
double prints of this value exist. 
A full sheet of the 1/ 3 trangka has 
been found on rough-smooth paper, 
printed on the smooth side, although 
this is not usual. 

1 / 2 TRANGKA 
Violet, purple, light blue, dark 
blue. Rough-smooth paper, thin na
tive paper and a smooth dark brown 
paper with a greenish tinge. 
Only four cliches: 
(See illustration 

on page 12.) 

1 233 
2 1 7 7 
1 723 

This is the most interesting and 
rarest value of this set. Only one 
sheet has been seen so far. It is 
in purple on dark brown paper. The 
paper has a green tinge to it and 
has not been seen bef~re in this 
set. In addition to the sheet, a 
block of nine in violet, exists, 
printed on rough-smooth paper. A 
couple of pairs and a few singles 
have been found on thin native pa
per. The printing of this value is 
rather interesting. The color is a 
composite of two separate printings. 
The first is in red, on top of which 
a second printing in blue has been 
done. In most of the examples the 
second printing is slightly mis
aligned, causing both the red and 
blue colors to be seen. The diffi
culty in aligning both of these co-

lors to achieve the desired color, 
may account for the rarity of this 
particular value. No copies have 
been seen on yellow paper. Two "er
rors" of calor exist for the 1/2 
trangka. Examples are known in 
light blue, the same shade used for 
the 1/ 3 trangka of this set, and a 
very dark blue. As with the other 

"errors" of color belonging to this 
set, they are very rare, with only a 
few copies of each known. Collec
tors who have examples in their col
lections are very lucky indeed. 

Since publishing the first part of 
this article, several new forged can
cels have been noted. They are: Lhasa 
Type I in red, Lhasa Type IV in black 
and Phari Type VIII in black. I thank 
Dr. Hellrigl for bringing these to my 
attention. 

A· CORRECTION 
--George Bourke 

In my article, A New Set of Tibetan 
Forgeries, Postal Himal No. 60, the in
formation provided under the heading, 
1/ 2 TRANGKA is incorrect and should 
read as follows: No sheets or singles 
of this value have as yet been found. 
The only example so far noted is a 
block of four printed double in two co
lors . The first impression is in vio
let, on top of which a second impression 
in blue has been printed. This is shif
ted 10 mm vertically. This example is 
a color trial or printers waste. What 
it does show, is that the plates for 
this value were prepared. Examples of 
this value should eventually turn up. 

In addition to the above correction, 
the mention of values of this forgery 
set on rice paper is incorrect. No 
values of this set have been found on 
rice paper. 

TO USA MEMBERS OF THE NEPAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

As the USA Rep for NPS, I (Lester A. Michel, 
309 Yucca Circle, Colorado Springs, CO 80906) 
collect dues and solicit new members. However 
I did not receive a copy of the "Half-Yearly 
Journal" dated "July 1987" (PHILATELY) , with 
an attractive picture of Mt . Pumo Ri on the 
front, until last summer -- nearly two years 
after this issue was published! A 1988-89 
issue of PHILATELY reached me early in 1989! 
Let me know how I can help you . 11 



This illustration 
of the only full 
sheet of the 1/ 2 
trangka discovered 
to date -- a forger. 
belonging to the 
set of forgeries 
discussed by George 
Bourke on page 11. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

FORGERIES OF 1914 TIBET ISSUE 
--Lawrence Bowles 

The 1914 Tibet issue consisted of two 
stamps with values of 4 and 8 trankas, 
the former in shades of blue and the 
latter in red shades. The blue 4t is by 
far the rarer. A. C. Waterfall in his 
Postal History of Tibet noted forgeries 
of this issue, apparently from one 

8 d . h "4 " plate, a copy of the t re , w~t t 
forgeries being forgeries of the 8t in 
the colors of the 4t. 

The forgeries described by Waterfall 
are not uncommon. Each of the 6 stamps 
per sheet measures the correct 30 mm 
square and, unlike the genuine items, 
the forged sheets lack a halo - like rec 
tangular line of calor framing the 
block of 6 impressions. 

A post-Waterfall forgery has appeared , 
complete with the halo around the sel -

12 

vage. However, there is a remarkable 
di f ference. The upper 3 impressions of 
the 6- stamp sheet are the correct 30 mm 
square. But while the lower 3 are the 
correct width, they are vertically 29.5 
mm on the left border and 29 mm on the 
right. They slope ever so slightly. 

To confuse matters, the plate that 
produced the forgeries described by 
Waterfall may have become worn along its 
lower border, resulting in some of the 
impressions appearing to measure 29-29.5 
mm vertically. 

I have seen the newer forgeries only 
masquerading in blue as 4t stamps, but 
they probably ex ist in red also. 

The differences in the plates should 
e xtablish that these are forgeries and 
not "reprints" as they have sometimes 
been described . 

X;(xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



DR. PIERRE COUVREUR 
-- Colin Hepper 

After more than a decade as President, 
Pierre Couvreur has decided that it is 
time to retire from this office. 

It was at the 1976 HAFNIA Internation
al Exhibition in Copenhagen that Wolf 
gang Hellrigl and I first met Pierre . 
He already had a good collection of Ne
pal, TiDet and India States and was in
terested in joining our Study Circle. 

He soon began ~o show a keen interest 
and, in the November 1976 newsletter, it 
was reported that he had suggested that 
the society should change its name to 
that of the Nepal & Tibet Philatelic 
Study Circle. The suggestion was bal
loted by the members with the result 
that the name was adopted. 

Wolf gang and I again met him in Brus
sels in December 1976 and offered him 
the position of President, which he ac
cepted. At that time the Circle was 
two years old and had a membership of 
50. 

Pierre immediately put his energies 
into two projects: (1) to have the Cir 
cle publish books on Nepalese philately 
- a field much neglected in the past, 
and (2) to increase our membership as 
quickly as possible. Wolfgang and I 
were already close to the final stages 
of the Native Postmarks book and, with 
some financial assistance from Pierre, 
it was published during 1977. 

July 1977 saw Wolfgang and I ftaying 
as guests of Pierre for a week to dis
cuss future plans and development of 
the Circle. The result of this meeting 
was the forming of our first library 
and a general meeting of members was 
arranged for May of the following year 
in the South of France . 

At the 1980 London International, 
Pierre met many of our overseas members 
during the two organised meetings, when 
the subject of fakes and forgeries were 
his main theme. By that time the mem
bership had doubled in four years and 
now stood at over 100 . 

Since then the society has continued 
with its steady growth, with a Presi
dent who has managed to keep the socie
tyofficers 'on their toes' with his 
astute questi6ns. 

Before being sold, his very large 
collection was made readily available 
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for research into both the stamps and 
postal history of Nepal. 

I am sure that now he has retired to 
a position of 'Past President 'he will 
continue to show a keen interest in our 
work. 

Pierre, we thank you for all your 
work and enthusiasm during the last 
twelve years that have helped to make 
our Study Circle a sound and healthy 
society. 

Now that he has retired to a position 
of 'Past President' I am sure that he 
will continue to show a keen interest 
in our work. 

TIBETAN BI-LINGUAL POSTMARKS - A REVIEW 
--Lester A. Michel 

On page 37 of POSTAL HIHAL (No . 59, 
3rd Quarter 1989) your retiring editor 
reproduced a full-size 'flier' descri
bing a set of "130 cards with the bi
lingual date stamps of February 28,' 87". 
This writer has now had the opportunity 
to examine a set of these cards, after 
learning that the address given you is 
no longer 'active' for unknown reasons. 
The 'active' address is the same as g i ven 
for the set of "mountaineering" cards: 

Mr. Yeh Yu-Shuen 
Tibet Philatelic Society 
Lhasa , Tibet 
People's Republic of China 

The dimensions of the cards are des 
cribed as being "4 3/16" by 2 5/8"", but 
we found the vertical length to vary a 
bit from that average. The width (2 5/8") 
was constant. Each card a single Chinese 
postage stamp (as shown on page 14), tied 
by a reasonably clear strike of the post-

:, mark in both Chinese and Tibetan, though 
the latter are sometimes hard to read. 
Not being familiar with either language, 
we were most grateful for the tri-l ingual 
booklet enclosed withe set of cards. The 
first two pages of this 10-page booklet 
is shown on page 15 of this issue, but a 
more useful reference is Mr. D. Dawson's 
scholarly report on pp. 3-10. We do note 
that his list includes only 83 post of
fices and we leave that 'discrepancy' to 
the students of Tibet philately among our 
members . (Indeed, our new editor, Leo 
Martyn, has already suggested that we re
vive the Question & Answer column.) 



The booklet (see page 15 ) contains 137 names, although the set examined contained 
129 cards. This would imply that 8 more cards would be needed to complete the set. 
Each card in the set has a strip of a 'triple design ' across the lower portion of 
the card, as in the example immediately below. Eight different 'triple designs are 
shown, together with the "number of cards bearing that particul ar design & the calor. 
Can anyone explain the significance of the designs and the colors? 

i.1fl·~'\·I~'~lq·~~·~ ' 

I I tC $ .~ 1ft -F 

• 
Number of cards: 6 
Colo r of 'triple design' : black 

1~' 
.... 

I I 
I 

Numbe r of cards: 8 
Calo r of 'triple design' : purple 

Number of cards: 52 Number of cards: 19 
Calor of 'triple design : grey-green Calor of 'triple design': yellow 

Number of cards: 13 Number of cards : 11 
Calor of 'triple design': blue Calor of 'triple design': green 

Number of cards: 12 Number of cards : 8 
Colo r of ' triple design': pink Color of ' triple design': rusty red 

14 



X1ZANG 01 MIN YOU COKA - TIBETAN POSTAL DATmARK CARDS - TIBET STAMPS COMPANY 

A. ft ., ltf 
1. ft .,. 
-1 1\ ~ ~(1Jf) 
- 2 ~ 1K (PJf) 

- 3 ~~ jJS (PJf ) 
-4 W jJS et) 
- 5 M-it~~.ct) 
-6 ~:lyl* (m) 

-7 ~ W Off) 
- 8 *- • (,]f) 

- 9 * )Jj (P]f ) 
-10 ~ it Off) 
2. ~ * 
3. ~ it 
4 . ~ it 
-1-

~''I' 

LHASASHI 
LHASA 

q~~... BAGKO 
~ 1I~'FJar JUNQU 
s,,·.~~ BEIIIAO 
~q'I~~ XIIIAO 
Cl' ,,~q~ar5"'1II11 JIEFANG BElL U 
tl"l"·!I,,·~q· WOBALING 
!I".~q. CHENXI ' 
-'1(q'i-;'DALOU 

" 1-;·'lq'~~'~·~· LHUNZHUB .. ,', 
a. 11-;' If . .: ' ,~p A IN B 0 

" .. ! 

•.•. ',NYEMO .. \ 
''1,~. DAZE 
a.~ 1I''1e'" DAMXUNG 

4-, 1 -¥-,L\1tJ3P, lII"tq' c
r ,'i' ' r',' " ," YANGBAJAJN :,t 

5 . *' . · '" ' , , ' )I)" !~. 'l q' ',.. ' L HUN Z H U .B : ~ ; 
6 • 1i ·'.i~ t@~bt" '~'G"'Cl~'i,\', DOILUNGDEGEN, 
7 . I ttk -t II~'!!!~'~"',\"I~' MAIZHOKU,NGGAX 
8 . db " *- e' e~' Q U X U , 

B. 8 't J!tl, :It (K' '1 ~ (q' "I' -- '~'19 AI' XIGAZEDIQU 
9 . 8 ~' . jltl '1~(q'" , XIGAZE 
-1 * pl: (P]f) '1~"'~"I'" DONGGAR 
-2 *#t ,(-~) '1I1''l'jII' DAGZHUKA, 
-3 u: ~ ~~~f.\:) t ~. a. '\ 11' '1'\ If' 'l' ~' JANGDAMJICHAN 
-4 • ~ C~) ."·e· TANGHE . 
10. • • tl q~~'II-"'I-;' XAITONGM<DIN 
11. a ~, q'~ 11" BAINANG 
12. XI: *' ,ar~' G¥ANGZE 

-...~.-
VTT7 .. ..-. - . ..... 
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"VOICES FROM THE PASTil -- A COpy OF THE FIRST ISSUE OF WHAT IS NOW POSTAL HIMAl 

Issue No. 1 -,-:-. 
.( J 

Dear Friends, 

" Orwe11 Gro'?e, 
Peterbo~ough PR 4. 6 XU 
~and " . 

. . , 
November J 1976 

Your response to my initial letter to have n newsletter has been excellent 
wi th 25 Plembere vho have replied BO far. We h.3,va also gnined two new ocobers: 

1fr. Banns Wittnnnn, 
~teinnetzstrasse 5 
D.6200 ~iesbaden 
Wes~ Germany. 

Dr. l'. Allen G~enwood, 
707 J e\,Tett AvenUe, 
stD-ten Isl~.nd 
lIT 10,14, 
U.f).A. 

I would like to t:e1co~e these .~entlei10l1 to the Study Cir<>le and hope 
that they will find it a useful source of infol'.1:la.tion and perhaps .be· able 'to': ,. 
provide SO!l".e artiolo!3orinformation for 'Us. 

UnfortunEl.tely one me:::1ber tIro '·"1:\tterson of Doncaster, ~l~nd does not 
wish to continue as a. r.lemberao would you p1oaso delete hi~ name from too . 
orig~ list. 

I vould, also 'fika to :3.pologise to !>r. Am.'Uld ~inger for ooittinJt the 
letter Ratter his n8J:le. ~e all know fron the nunarous articlas he has written 
what a trenendous 8l!lOunt of york _ha has done in ~c; research field. (My typist 
now has sore knuclcles n " : ... ..: . . 

r . Xr.Dhruba:st~drs~frot!l ICathoandu has Wrlttento SllY that tli& ~tepBl 
PhUatOlle ·Society has rc-fomed again, nod h(! ia-tho h<3wSGcretary~· Thoy holS&
to start publishing the qu..."rterly naeazine 'Philately' Ilgain, so if any nenber . 
vishes to re-join or Mve details of the newly-fornad Soeiety I would suggost 
you write to him." . 

. . ' ; A lll.Inl;>er·of ,you spnt ~ y<;mr yants list of Nepnleeo 'sta'1JlS, ' but this 
'T' does not seams v~ry pro.ct~caJ proposit~on t9 ~t into eo' nOYSlett~ras' nIlriy of you 

are searching tor tho sana stM~. It would seam to I:lO th'lt tlbetter idea would 
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be for mer.lben ~o l~t tl8teriN, th9y hnv~ tor sal0 ,or exeban(e, . ... . " . - _. . ;-' . . '- .:.' ~,. . . 

I have tl suggestion sent in f~h Dr""pi~rra Cou~ur thnt we' should b<r'~ 
eal.l~d .~~ ~gpU ,and: Tibot study Circle. ':Iol;\. ~ P.J". a. N9pal only coll€ctor, but I 
o.m sure oony of yC/U tUSO collect Tibot, but b()foroJ wo do nnything with the n~ I 
would appreci~te your COrt"lOnts on it - both tor and Bg'!\1ilst. . . 

You vUl also find thf.\t the pngo size is now J...4 and not foolscap 1:\8 I 
had tirst suggosted as ono or two -:'Embors faIt that this would bo a nore convoniont 
size tor fUing. 

. ,. 

Hr. Raj 'BMndllry fron I.'1thMndu MS a spoeinlisod eolloction of the 
halt tmn'l Md is rlll~ to help vi th :-.ny infoI'T:l_9.tion ha Crul on this subjoot. 
So you students of tho Mlf anM T'l\1.ght liko to contact hin. 



(" . -~. . ,.. ~ '.. . ... '.. . . 
-- -- .-- -_ !.-.:J • • -...;._"':" __ ------=-__ .: .. 

" f I" i ;. '", ' :" . ... , .. _ .. 
. . It .. ·., ' " 

Mr. Leo ~Di~lloi1~ ,j~m -Wow York Balm what has bnpponod to tho studios th!i~-h;ve boen 
Cllrried out by I'\Oobera. 'lell, Dr. ""olf~ Rollnel I\nd myself Mve just 
oomplotod.A . 1ar~IWl'-18oript on the Bat1vo postMrka which includes iteM such 
as rogistored naU Md tologrnph canoellations, and other ~neral collooting 
interost lUli probloT'lS. At the rlOcent we ue trying to find M interostod 
publisher rmd wo rill keop oenbers infomed on pl'OgrOss I'.V\de. lfolfgfUlg is 
also workinr, on the forgories of Nepal and Tibet nnd would wolcooe any : .. r, ; . , 

·intormtion on·this subject •. , 
... . ' . . . . . 

Dr. Josoph "3rnun fron ~"oat Gor.VlllV h~s been wo·r'king on an extensive 
study of the Brlt.1shrlldhn poDtnarka .for a m.l:,bor of ye!U'S ~nd this I boliove 
is f\lnost rondy for publication. . 

If ~ny other nenbo~ h~.v~ ~ pot subjects they !ll'e worki~ on, - let us 
lalow, you will be surprised wht'.t ~f?~"\t1on other mO!'lbers will send you. 

,Th.e .. followinp, ·is·ll list ~r subjects on ~icll .7'1O}'Ibors h!!:vo written Mkin~ 
for Womation:~ . ,;' .' ... .. . . 

. " ." 

(a) Tho correl"ltion bctwoon th~ NG~loae nnd lrlosto'rn c~lendn~. 

(b) .'. Inf'ortlfl:tion·.on ~l..l tr~~ ~!.oo.tidell~ti~ps. . " _ 

(c) When were stAI!lPS discontinued IlS pro-p'yncnts . for tel:eg~ ' 

.. (d:) .Info~t'io~ "~n ' the . V,~i';U8 reY~1lU'6' isQue'~ 'nnd their ~e~ .• 
• i- '," '" 
Tha posttU ·l':I.tes 1881 to the preeent dl\y. 

Yell the. MSwersto ,quest1on (11} ('~d (b) n~ .guitecomprehansively 

~=~ jn OlP".!a'\~c~~~ ~:the ':N~t.iVe ~stn~k8 ~Q~.:~~r."t~e notie~ . ~ i!Ul "l~~~ 
.... ... . . : : • • ' ."... • • • ~ ' ... • • • # • ••• • • • • :: \ . "- • • "l 

, I would like to pubiish 'rulswers to quostion'(c) (d) :"lld re)-tit ou~next 
Il MIhletter m I neod .!Q!l to supply ca with the rulSvers. C:;o if any ot yOu' h."\ve any 

of th~ ~ infort;ation - ~o matter haw ,~coll ~ ~e,Ild i~ ~ . ::Ie, so . th'l~ .1 can collnte it 
together, !9r the ~8"ers. AS1\,holp to,'lrds tho ,I\tjs"w:~r _ ori the " tele~rrl'rh ,!o.r:s ) 
know thAt the~~rvioe8t~~ 19~9-6, ; ~esue were tll,8~ :Used f!s ,prc-p"yoent tor telegmns. 

," . ~ v . ' 

NoY, who ~ go'mg ·ti>,"brGr.UC the ice ~ndeeb(fne 1Ul nrticle ont-on lhrJa 
troo their colle.c,tiOl;l (~b~~ 5Q9:-600.)fO~s.)? : ~ . ,... . . 

~. ..: . '~~: ,lr\ ~ ~:.nt~·l:v'~uid. iike<t.oYish ·. toU:·~l:- ~Od' tidirie~tor' C~r1st1ol~· 
~d good collecting in . the l1mi' t9;:-'~,. .. ' , . . ! . .. - . , .' .. -'.' i. · '~'.': 

• .•• . • I... . ..• . .: : . . . '0" ~ " . ' . • • .• • : ~' . 

• ' ''f' 

" \. '~' : ' .. .~ .. , 
'1' .. ' 

" .- .. - r . , 
'-.' ' .. 

Colm Reppar 

. 
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SHOWCASE----------
An unusual page from the Nepal collection of Dick van der Wateren includes a fine 
classic 2-anna block o~ 4, with the upper right stamp inverted, bears a complete 
postal cancel . To this writer, however, the use of a relatively rare Birganj pos
t a l cancel some 20 years after it was 'retired' from postal service is unique, as 
we have never before seen such usage on a telegraphic receipt . Most remarkable! 

2 annas 

Chisapani 192 8 

/ 
I 

Telegraphic receipt, Birganj 1930 

On rare occasion postmarks were used for telegraphic purpose 


