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No. 52 Fourth Quart er 1987 

It is my sad dut y to r epor t the death 
of a member -- Dennis McCullough . Co lin 
Hepper reports that Dennis had a heart 
attack and died on 28 September. Dennis 
is remembered as one who had worked i n 
Nepal for n~ny year s and had a good un
ders t anding of the l anguage & culture . 

Our President, Dr. Pierre Couvreur, 
suffered a stroke in early September. 
Col in reports that Pierre has recov e r ed 
suff iciently t o write a letter to our 
secretary, but with obvious effort . I 
am sure that Pierre would appreciat e 
hearing from his many friends in the 
Study Circle. 

I am sure that most of our members are 
aware of the unfo rtunate incidents which 
occurred in Lhasa on 6 Octoher and in 
the days fo llmving the 37th anniversary 
of the official Chi nese occupation of 
Tibet . Ted Mill er has sent your editor 
copies of various publications condemn
ing the Human Rights v io l ations by the 
Chinese government in Tibet. We are 
pl eased to report t ha t both the Senate 
and the Hous e of Representatives of t he 
USA have unanimously passed resolutions 
cond emning China's actions in Tibet . 
I f you wish to support the caus e of Ti
betans in exile, as well as those still 
living in Tibet, we call your attention 
to Ted Miller's offer on page 41. 

Please note Dr. Hellrigl's report on 
HAFNIA '87 (page 38) and refer to a table 
of f utur e FIP Wor ld Exhibitions whi ch 
appeared in PH No . 51, pag e 20. Please 
writ e to Dr . Hellrigl, or your editor , 
as soon as possib l e , if you plan t o at
tend and/or exhibit at one of the two 
exhibit ions which Dr. He ll r igl will be 
at tending in 1988 , so that meeting plans 
c an be arranged for and publicized . 

We thank a ll those who have r espond ed 
so promptly to the quest i onnaire sent 
\vith POSTAL HlMAL No. 51 . Your editor 
appr ec iates the information and cons 
tructive suggestions whi ch many o f yo u 
made, and \.,ishes to express thanks to 
Frank Westbrook for his work i n putting 
the questionnaire together f or us. 

Due to an ov e r sight, two sheets (four 
pages) of PH No. 51 had to be removed 
and are enclos ed with this issue. Thus 
this issue is shorter than normal , i n 
order to keep within the 2-ounce weight 
limit as specified by the Uni ted States 
Postal Service. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING INTRODUCED 

FOR MEMBERS USE ONLY 

One insertion , per line · $1.00 
Four insertions, per line 3.50 

To calculate t he number of lines your 
ad ~,il 1 r equire, count 39 charac t ers 
per line -- including all letters, nu
mera l s, punctuation marks and blank 
spaces be twee n words. Ads will be 
pl a ced unde.r appropriate headings as 
needed . See the Cl assif ied Ad section 
in the f jnal pages of any issue of The 
A!1ERICAN PHILATELIST f or typical ad 
headings, or simply send your own ad , 
ask ing the editor t o place it under an 
appropriate heading. 

DEADLINE: Ad and payment in USA dol
lars, mu s t reach t he edi t or by the 
first day of one of the fo llbwing mon ths 
-- Fe br uary, May , August, November --
in order f or ad to ap pear in issues 
mailed about one month late r . Any 
change of copy after the first inse r tion 
will count as a new ad. 

MAIL SALES 

I NDIA , Ind i an S ta tes: St amps , postal his 
tory , covers, fi scals, lit e ra tur e, etc. 
Catal ogu e FREE, send 90<; stamps or 3 I RC 
for Air postage to Sat ish Mi sra, 112 Pun
jabpurn, BaTcilly - 243 003 (I NDIA). 

Ma i l Auctions being run by a l ong time 
member of t he Ci rcl e . Please app l y f or 
a fr ee catall1g \v ithout delay. Your pos
tage on the ap plic a tion \vi ll be r e f unded 
if you bid successfully . Mat erial from 
Nepal, Ti bet & Bhutan a lways inc lud ed . 
Happy to offer your material as well as 
our own - but \vrite before sending it for 
details of the U.K. Customs pr ocedur es . 
STAMPS FROH OVERSEAS , 35 Church Hill, 
\.J i nchmore Hill, London N2 1 lLN, Eng l a nd . 

We welcome a n ew member and hi s fine, 
enthusiastic articl e (pp. 42 & 4~-- Ba 
Ol s son. Yo ur editor hop es that mor e of 
you will offer your knowledge t o Study 
Circl e members via the pages of POSTAL 
HIMAL in 1988. 

With all best \., ishes for a "Merry 
Christmas" and a "Happy Ne\., Year." 

Lester A. Michel 37 



EXHIBITION NEWS 

THE HAFNIA '87 EXHIBITION 
--Wolfgang C. Hellrigl 

Held in Copenhagen, Denmark, f rom 16th 
to 25th October 1987, the HAFNIA '87 
World Exhibition came true to its motto, 
"hot the biggest in the world but very 
l ikely the friendliest". 

The tough judging introduced earlier 
in the year, at CAPEX '87, was maintained 
at HAFNIA. Out of some 900 exhibits in 
the competitive classes only 32 rece ived 
large gold medals, a decrease of 55% com
pared to last year's STOCKHOLHIA '86. 

The Asian sec tion was not very strong
ly represented and there were only two 
classic Nepal collections, both shown by 
members of our Circle: Wolf gang Hellrigl 
(Larg e GOLD) and Hardayai Singh Gupta 
(VERMEIL). In the literature class , a 
GOLD medal was award ed to the Hellrigl/ 
Vignola handbook: "The Classic Stamps 
of Nepal". This was the fifth Go ld meda l 
in a row bagged by the authors,a record 
achievement considering that, at each 
world exhibition, there are usually over 
200 literature entries competing for an 
average 6 to 7 Gold Hedal s . 

Only thre e members of the Study Circle 
a ttended the show, i .e ., Shyam Prasad 
Pradhan (Commissioner for Nepal), P. Gup
ta and Wolfgang Hellrigl. 

At the annual mee t i ng of the Interna
t ional Association of Philatelic Experts 
(A.I.E.P.), held in Copenhagen, Wolfgang 
Hellrigl was elected a member of the 
Council . This exclusive Association, 
founded in 1953, has a worldwide member
ship of 100 philatelic experts. (Our 
congratulations go to all exhibitors , 
and especially to our own Wolf gang Hell
rigl f or his recognition as on e of t he 
leading philatelic experts in the world. 
--Ed.) 

XXXXXXx.xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

At SESCAL '8 7, held in Los Angeles, 
Cal i fornia , on 16-18 October . Alan War 
ren was awarded a SILVER for his exhibit 
titled "Tibet: Stamps, Covers , Cancel
lat ions" . In the Literature s ect ion we 
note that POSTAL HIHAL received a SILVER
BRONZE award. 

We have just r ece i ved ~.,ord that POSTAL 
HlMAL earned a SILVER medal in the lit
erature division at CHICAGOPEX '87, held 
in Rosemont, IL on 6-8 November. 

Always the Unusual, Esoteric and InimItable ... 

Our Public Auctions contain an array of unusual 
rare stamps, proofs, essays and postal history, often 
including important collections of errors and 
varieties . 

We feature material not found elsewhere that 
wi ll truly enhance your collection whether you are 
Just starting or competing for an international 
gold metal. 

We offer valuable material for the discriminating 
collector. 

In addition, our Mail Sa les present extremely in
teresting items in the S25-5150 ra nge. These sa les 
contain wonderful material, virtua lly unava ilable 
elsewhere. 

We are always interested in buying speCialized 
items or collections. 

A Specialist Service is also available so that you 
receive only the catalogs you requ ire Plea se let us 
know your interests. 

We will be glad to send a complimentary copy 
of our Public Auction and/or Mail Sale cata logs to 
members of the Nepal and Tibet Philatelic Study 
Circle. Please let us know which cata log you desire. 

2800 28th Street, Suite 323, Santa Monica, CA 90405-2995 
Telephone: 213/450-2543 Cal . Auct. Lie. No. A1229 
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BUILDING A NEPAL COLLECTION 
- - F. A. Westb ro o k , J r. 

(Eigh th in a s e ries of di s cus sions for 
b e ginn e rs and intermediat e coll e cto r s ) 

The Modern Era: 

From 1881 t h r ou gh the Sri P ashupat i 
i ssues , the stamps of Nepal essent ia l l y 
d ep icted d esign s - - and their p r oduc 
tion, as we hav e seen , often borde r ed 
on the chaotic. Startin g i n 19 4 9 , h ow
ever, t here was a h i s to ric change t ha t 
b ro u g h t Ne palese phi l a te l y i n t o t he mo 
d ern -- or more gr aph ical ly -- the pic
t orial e ra. 

I n tha t yea r the nation issu ed i ts 
f i rst pictor i al stamps, con sis t i n g of 
e i gh t values dep ict i ng var i ous Ne palese 
shr i n es a nd templ e s , plus a one r upee 
stamp s howi ng an enla r gement o f t h e Sri 
Pashupati de sign. The e n tire i ssue wa s 
h and some l y prin ted i n Ind ia . 

From t h is issue f orwa rd, the produc 
t i on o f Nepale s e s t amps , with one s hort 
per iod o f excep~ions, was order l y a nd a 
c r edi t t o t he coun try. Th e qu a l i t y o f 
t he s t amp s to this day has b een aood b , 

the adhesive s co l orf u l & at t ract i ve an d 
the sch ed u le o f i s s u ance ref r e s h i n g l y 
mo d es t . Stan l ey Gibbons has 63 listing s 
prio r to the 1949 pict o r i a l s. From t he n 
throu g h 1984, Stan ley Gibbons lists 38 1 
addi tional st amps. These covered a 
period o f 45 years, fr om 194 9 t o 1 984 - 
an average of jus t ov er six stamps e ach 
y e a r. While the annual numbe r has crept 
up in more r ecent ye ars , i t s e ldom h as 
exceed ed 12 t o 15 a year, and of ten 
fewer . 

Moreov e r, the s t amps of t h e mod e rn era 
a re all r e adily id entifiable . Seve r al 
o f the earliest i s s ues do not s how de
n omi n a tion s in Arabic numbers, bu t can 
be i dentified re ad i l y by comp a r ing wi th 
illustrat i on s & d esc rip tions in Sco t t 
or S t a n ley Gibbons. Th e wo r d " Nep a l " is 
insc r i bed i n Lat i n c h a r acters on a ll but 
t he 1 rupee o f t he 1949 i ssue . 

The f irs t pic t o rials we r e f o l lowed i n 
1954 by t wo s e t s o f 1 2 stamps each, wit h 
values r angin g from 2 pice to 2 r u pees. 
One f e a t u r ed a portrai t of King Tribh u
vana , the other a map of Nepal. 

After this, in 1956, cam e a se t of 
five stamps commemorating the Coronation 
o f King Mahend r a . The v a l ues rang e from 
4 pice to 1 r upee . Also i n 195 6, a 1 2 

p ice t riaLgular stamp wa s pr inte d to 
ma rk t he fi rst ann i v ersar y o f Ne p a l's 
a dmiss i on to the Un i ted Nations. 

I n 195 7 ano t her ext ensive issu e was 
re l e a sed d epic t ing t he f e at hered c r own 
o f the k i n g , said t o conta in $2 million 
wor th of jewels . Denominations r anged 
f rom 2 p ic e t o 2 ru pees - - a gain 1 2 
stamps in a ll . 

Two y ear s l a ter, an e v e n more ex t en
s i v e s et of 15 v a lue s was o ffe r e d f ea
turin g Nepa l e s e bi rds, a n imals a nd ar t i 
f a cts . This issue, i n 1 959, ma r ked Ne
pa l' s a dmiss i. on to the Universal Postal 
Un i on. 

All t he i ssues d i s cus sed above we r e 
p r i nt e d i n I nd i a - - all ar e o f goo d 
quality , a t t r ac t i ve and co l or ful . 

~at iv e ~rinting Aga i n 

In 1958, howev e r, Ne pa l r ever t e d t o 
n a tive ly p r int i ng s ome o f i t s s t amps. 
Ten , in a l l , ll7er e produc e d by the Gurk
ha P a t ra Pres s , Kathman du, between 1958 
and 19 6 1 t hat mer it s pecial a tten tion 
as we ag a in e n counter a rash o f perf o r a
t i on error s an d o ther v a r iat i ons. 

The f irst of t h e s e n a tive l y-p r i nted 
st amp s \va s Nepal' s ini t ial a irmail i s s u e 
comme mo ra ting i naugura tion of t he coun
t ry's a i rma il s erv ice. Majo r de ta i l s 
of t his and the o the r n ative l y - produced 
adhes ives f o llow: 

Scott Cl (SG 115) - - (Octob e r 1958 ) 
d eep b l ue on ungummed thic k and thin 
whi te p a pe r -- rough p e rforations -
known f ully p erforated, impe r f & i mper f 
between , both ver t i cally & ho rizon tal ly. 

Scott 102 (SG 116) -- (D ec e mb e r 1958 ) 
6 pice y ellow , showing Lumbini Temp le, 
on Swe dish watermarke d p ap er, r oughly & 
cle anly p e r forated , without g um -
ava i l a ble perfo r a t ed, imp e rf an d imperf 
between , both v e rtica l ly & horizon tal ly 
- - noted i n two dis tinct s hades of 
ye llm.;r . 

Scot t 1 18 (SG 1 18 ) - - (Ap r il 1959) 
2 pic e brmffi, c ommemo r a t i ng Nepal's cot
t ag e industrie s - - line perforated on 
impor t e d gumme d p aper -- a ls o kn ml7n o n 
ungummed paper -- perfo r a t e d, imp erf & 
imp e r f b e tween, bo th v ert ica l l y and 
hori zontal ly . 

Scott 1 19 (SG 11 9) -- (April 1959) 
12 pice d e ep blue, showin g King Mahen
dr a and c ommemoratin g Nepal ' s admission 
to t he Univ e rsal Po st a l Union -- line 

(c onc l ud e d on page 40) 
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Westbrook, BUILDING ..... (continued) 

perforated (both cleanly & roughly) on 
three grades of gummed & ungummed thick 
& thin paper (sheets on thin paper are 
watermarked) -- also available imperf & 
imperf between, both vertically and 
horizontally . 

Scott 120 (SG 134) -- (June 1959) 
6 pice crimson, commemorating the first 
session of Nepal's parliament -- on un
watermarked gummed paper -- line per
forated, imperf and imperf between, both 
vertically & horizontally . 

Scott 121 -23 (SG 135-37) -- (November 
1959) three values: 4 pice green; 8 
pice carmine and 1 rupee light blue -
commemorat ing renovation of the Sri 
Pashupatinath temple, Kathmandu -- line 
perforated on imported gummed paper 
knmm imperf & imperf between, both 
vertically & horizontally. 

Scott 125 (SG 137a) -- (March 1960) 
6 pice deep blue, commemorating Nepal 's 
first Children's Day -- printed in small 
sheets of four stamps, line perforated, 
on gummed paper -- known imperf & imperf 
between vertically (and, most probably, 
horizontally) . 

Scott 134 (SG 143) -- (March 1961 ) 
12 pice orange, commemorating Nepal's 
second Children's Day -- produced in 
shee ts of 16 stamps, cleanly perforated 
oOn gummed paper -- recently a few sheets 
were discovered fully imperf. No other 
irregularities are known. 

This group of natively printed stamps, 
except for those roughly perforated and 
the proliferation of perforation errors, 
is of reasonably good quality both as 
regards imported paper and printing. It 
provi des an opportunity for broadening 
the modern era collection with the 
various perforation erros, gummed and 
ungummed thick & thin paper, and water
marks, where they exist. Many of these 
varieties are available at relatively 
reasonable cost. 

The Later Issues 

Following the second Children's Day 
stamp, Nepal returned to foreign printers 
exclusively, eventually using suppliers 
in a number of Asian and European coun
t ries. The stamps became increasingly 
colorful as the years progressed. They 
all tell much about Nepal -- its cul
ture, interests, art, religion, environ-
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ment, wildlife and fauna. An annual 
stamp -- sometimes a set of several -
honoring the King's birthday has appeared 
since 1960. Se ts of two to four stamps 
frequently depict outstanding Nepalese 
personalities, temples, religious arti
facts, native animals & birds, scenic 
landmarks and the like. The Himalayas, 
and Mt. Everest in particular, are fa
vorite themes. Such s tamps often appear 
in "Visi t Nepal" sets that have become 
annual rel eases in recen t years. A 
colorful se t of six stamps -- and a sou
venir sheet -- was i ssued in 1975, mar
king the coronation of King Birendra, 
successor to his father, King Mahendra . 

The beginning collec tor can readily 
ident ify stamps by reference to the 
Scott or Stanley Gibbons catalogs, 
though t he latter, be i ng more complete, 
is generally favored over the broad 
range of Nepalese philately. Album 
spaces can be filled without problems 
and those who wish can expand their col
lections with the 1958- 61 per foration 
error s, blocks, sheets, postmarks and 
covers . 

The classic and Sr i Pashupati issues 
provide the 'pay dir t' f or those desi
rous of spec ialization, but no collec
tion of Nepal would be complete without 
the colorf~l and ins tructive stamps of 
the Pictorial Era. 

The next instalment will deal with the 
postal stationery of Nepal, which is in
teresting as well as having the po t ential 
for a considerable degr ee of specializa
tion for those so minded. 
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TIBETAN CALENDAR DIARY AVAILABLE 

For those collectors desir ing a Tibetan/ 
Gregorian calendar, member Ted Miller 
can supply them at a very nominal sum. 
Made in the Tibetan colony of Mundgod, 
India , the cost suppor t s the refugees. 
For the year 1987 the cost is $1.00 + 
postage -- 56C for 3 ounces wi t hin t he 
USA. Ted has only a f ew l eft , s o let 
him know soon if you would like on e . 
The Diary is on native paper with about 
4 days to the page , with the Grego r ian 
calend ar on the left side & the Tibetan 
dates on the right. Even i f not used 
for appointments, they are handy f or 
date conversions. I f you would like a 
calendar fo r 1988, let him know a t the 
same time. Ted ' s address: P 0 Box No. 
59031, Chicago, IL 60659 . 

AN OMISSION AND AN APOLOGY 

I n t he prev ious issue of POSTAL HIMAL 
(No. 51), lower left column on p. 24, 

\l7e published a brief item by member 
Kur t H. Dahnke titled "Ano ther Response 
t o N. G. Rhode s". An illustration of a 
cover d i scussed by Herr Dahnke was, in
adve r t ent l y omit ted. We apologize to 
the au thor and to our r eaders. - - Ed. 
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COMMENTS ON "NEW FORGERIES OF THE TIBE
TAN HIGH VALUES" IN POSTAL HIHAL No. 48 

--Bo C. 01sson 

It was interesting to see this item in 
POSTAL HIMAL t but is it really Lot 1026? 
I saw it in Holden & Pemberton and marked 
Lot 962 in their January 16 auction. 

AnywaYt someone has also tried to fool 
Swedish collectors by offering similar 
items. I recently bought 13 forged co
vers from a stamp dealer here, paying 
SEK 20 each (approximately $3.00 each) 
and I think that is the maximum that 
anyone should be prepared to pay for 
such junk. 

However, the Lhasa postmark of the 
1933 type is rather dangerous and I was 
lucky enough to be able to reconstruct 
a full strike of this forged postmark 
so that other collectors can study it. 
Furthermore, I have also written a war
ning in a leading Swedish stamp magazine. 
I think I may be the only IIser ious" col
lector of Tibet in Sweden, bur there may 
be a few collecting it casually. Stra
ngely enough the design of the f orged 
8t stamps (there are both red & blue 

, ') , SlC. seems to be carved out individual-
ly. Why not use the modern photo tech
nique? And why repeat the mistake made 
by the original forger of the 1914 type? 
Simply manufacture the 8 trangka and 
then print it in blue t calling it a 4tr 
stamp -- but with the wrong design~ At 
least the blue copy I have on cover 
seems to be shiny, or have that appear
ance. -- I have one of each of the 1914 
type. Now let us examine the 1933 type. 

One cover has a genuine 2t orange 
stampt with a forged postmark (it may 
be Lhasa but is impossible to identify) 
and with the address written with a 
ball-point pen!! Six covers bear 2/3 t, 
two 2t and two 4t . I did not have time 
to examine them against genuine stamps 
but they seem to be rather good and 
thus dangerous. They all have a shiny 
appearance and one 4t appears to be 
fluorescent and very shiny! 

I \.,ou1d like to add t\070 more points 
to the list by Rhodes and Bates: 
4) It is not usual to write the Tibetan 

address on the back of covers t but most 
of these covers are like that. 

5) Of my set of 13 covers, all are 
roughly hand opened and are not cut. 
That seems good to me, butt in my ex
perience t a few should be so opened -
but not all . 
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I will as1{ my Tibetan friends to trans
late the addresses and then compare the 
results with what is written in Nepali. 
I will inform youtthrough POSTAL HIMAL, 
of the results. 

Unused complete sheets of six of the 
1914 forgeries have recently been offered 
at stamp auction8 here and they are gener
ally described as "proof" sheets (sic!). 
Both 'CL st;amps, as well as Nova and 
Klassisk Fi lately offered these, and now 
they have appeared in G10balia in Den
mark.! It begills to look like an epi
demic! The Chi n a Stamp Club, here in 
Sweden, publ i shed my \07arning in a recent 
number and t he ~ditor included a photo of 
the forged shee t which I had provided . 
Imagine my St!rpr l Se when I recej_ved the 
magazine and saw there a "genuine" sheet 
for comparison -- but that, too, was a 
forgery! I notified the editor and sent 
him a photo of a genuine sheet -- to be 
published with a correction . In his 
reply, th£ editor confessed that he had 
'stolen' the pho to of the !lgenuinefl 
sheet from an auct i on catalogue i.n Hong 
Kong! Could It be that the forgers are 
in Hong Kong'! But I am more or less 
certain tha t the forged covers are coming 
from Nepal. since the script , both in 
Nepa1i and i n Tibetan, seems to be cor
rect ~- at least to me who do es not under
stand it but have some "feeling" from all 
the genuine covers I have seen through 
the years since I started collecti ng 
Tibet in 1956. Nowt do you know what I 
most regret in my life? No, it is not a 
woman I missed, it is that I followed my 
parents "advi 'ell (in 1964-65) when they 

' d "D sal t 0 not put so much money in Tibe-
tan stamps." I still keep the catalogues 
from Mr. Waterfall's wonderful auctions ...... . 
And I feel sick every time I look in the 
catalogues and think of " the bus I missed 11 , 
-- but such is life. (Most of us 'old
timers' could tell similar stories t Bo.-
Ed.) I think we should not cry over the 
things we missed. That will only keep 

"d "11 l' ( you own a your lfe. Good advice.--Ed.) 
After so many years as the "lonely 

wolf" in Tibetan philatelYt I am glad 
t hat I joined this fine Study Circle -
and I hope to hear from others interested 
in Tibet. By the way, it may be of inte
rest to our readers that the Swedish Post 
Office has invited me to display my Tibet 
at POSTEXPO next year and a special sou
venir postmark will be issued (depic ting 
the Pota1a) ,.,lth both Swedish and Tibetan 



Olsson, COMMENTS ..... (conclud ed)-

inscriptions and, maybe, a PT-card, though 
this is not certain. Perhaps t his is a way 
to do a little PR for the Study Circle. 
Hopefully, others here can be encouraged 
to collect a little more seriously and 
not just "casually" . I know we must 
have at least 10 (and poss ibly more) 
serious collectors here . (This is a major 
portion of a letter written by Mr. Olsson 
to Colin He pper and pas s ed on to your 
editor. We feel that Bo's infectious en
thusiasm for Tibet philately, and for our 
Study Circle, shines t hr ough in his own 
words -- and in his command of t he English 
language, also. Keep up the good work, 
Bo. We look forward to hearing from 
you again .--Ed.) 

A reconstructed Lhasa 
postmark (full size) 
is shown, together 
with portions of 
forged covers 
(reduced size) 
used in making the 
r econs truction: 
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A BRIEF POSTAL HISTORY OF BHUTAN 
--NUdo Harper 

(This is the third and concluding sec
tion of Mr. Harper's repor t on t he Bhu
tan exhibit, f irs t entered in the ASDA 
show in New York City in the Fall of 
1986 . The editor regrets that the lack 
of space pr evented the publ icat ion of 
the entire report. --Ed. ) 

New foreign let t er rates (90 ch) and 
postcard rates (55 ch) made it necessary 
to overprint some of t he higher values 
from previous issues. The only 3D stamp 
to be overprinted (10 ch to a faint 90 
ch) is shown below : 

A relief printing process which re
produced the "brush s trokes" of the ar
tists, was used for a se t of f amous 
paintings, whirh included those illus
trated here: ("The Gleaners" by Millet 
& "White Horse" by Paul Gauguin) 

His Majesty was delighted by the inno
vations in s t amp s produced by the Bhutan 
postal service. His concern was that, 
since most people of Bhutan would not be 
able to travel and s ee t hes e paintings 
and sculptures, the s tamp s could serve 
as mini-art galler ies and mini- history 
l essons. 
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The "Talking Stamps" i ssue of 4 April 
1973, fu rther served His Majesty's goals . 
In addition to the transpor tation of 
mail, Bhutan's stamps "should serve as 
ambassadors to the world and show or tell 
the world a bout Bhutan's age-old heri
tage, culture, people and government. " 

These mini-record stamps can actual l y 
be pl ayed on any 33 RPM record player and 
present t wo djfferent folk songs, the 
Royal Bhutan National Anthem and a short 
history of Bhutan in English and in Bhu
tanese. One of these stamps is sh01m 
below, while a cover (registered letter) 
bearing i1. single stamp of the set to pay 
the postage from Bhutan to the USA, is 
shown on t he facing page: 

With the d eath of His Majesty Jigme 
Dorji Wangchuck in 1972, there were many 
changes in the government. One of these 
was the abrupt cancellation of the Blm
tan postal agents in the Bahamas. 

In the f ourth month of the Wood-Tiger, 
at the auspicious Hour of the Serpent, 
at 9:10 AM on 2 June 1974, His Majesty 
Jingme Wangchuck arose from the golden 
throne and placed on his shoulders his 
great-great-grandfather 's five-colored 
scarf. The fourth hereditary King of 
Druk Yul and, at 18 years of age, the 
youngest of the world's 29 hereditary 
reigning monarchs, was thus crowned. 
The souvenir sheet il l ustrated on the 
front cover of this issue of POSTAL HI
MAL was released on that date. It is 
listed in the Sco tt Catalogue as No. 162. 
His Majesty is shown, wearing the Raven 
Crown of the Gold en Throne . Ravens are 
considered sacred because they continual
l y rep eat the holy syllable: Ah! Ah! Ah! 
It is considered a greater sin to ki ll 
one raven than t o kill 1,000 monks! 

(concluded on page 45) 



Harper, .. . . HISTORY OF BHUTAN (concluded) 

The coronation c o st more than $3,000,000 
(about l/S of the country' s annua l budget) 
but mo st of it went fo r p aved streets, 
e l ectrical equipment , c a bl e an d t e l e
phone s ervices, and three ho t e l - gues t 
hous e s. 

While the king is a n abso l u t e mona rch, 
he rule s t ogeth e r wi t h a n 8 - man advi s ory 
council . Laws o r i ginate i n the ISO- ma n 
d emocrat i cal l y - e l ec t ed Ts hogdu, or Na
tional As sembly, of \\Thich 10S are direct 
l y e l ect ed represen ta t ives of the peo ple, 
12 a r e e l ected by the Honk Bod y and 33 
ar e n omi n ated o f fici a ls. Th e As sembly 
mee ts about t wic e a year for I S-day ses
sions in the cap ital's huge Tashic hho 
dzong . 

With t h e n e\\T po stal agency, Bhutan be
gan issuing sets wi th themes mor e close
ly relat ed to their history & customs. 
A "World Popul a tion Year " stamp was is
sued in December 19 74 and depic t s a t y
pical Bhutane s e n uclear family. 

The Bhutanese are warm & hospi t abl e , 
clinging to human values and an easy, 
uninhibit e d \\Tay of l iving. They ea t 
well, d r e ss well and most famil ies own 
two home s; o n e for winter in the lowe r 
v alleys and one for summer, high e r up . 
The h ou ses h ave t hree s t ories : the 
ground floo r serves as a stabl e and 
storage area, the second f loor is the 
family quar t ers \o,1ith a c h a p e l , a nd the 
attic is used as a storeroom fo r meats 
and f odd e r . 

The last 3- D s et f rom Bhu t a n depicted 
colorful Ceremo n ial masks, 11 i n all . 

One of the first things Bhutan did, 
at the beginning o f the first " Five Year 
Plan", was to join the Colombo Plan, an 
economic d ev e lopment organization for 
Asi a n c ountries. On 1 July 1976, a set 
o f stamps \vas issued to commemorat e the 
25th Anniv ersary of the Colombo Plan. 
The 4c h a nd Sc h valu es are shown h ere: 

I n 19 7 9 Bhutan issued stamps, as did 
many other countries, to mark the Inter
na tional Year o f the Child . The Bhuta
nese f amil y is basically patriarchal, 
though Homen enj oy e qua l rights Hith 
men , inc l u ding t h e right to vote , a nd 
t ake a n active par t in the a ffairs of 
the country (often hold ing maj or gove rn
ment posts). Family es t a tes are div i
d ed equally b e twe en sons & daught e rs. 
Divorce i s e a sy-- se ttl ed in a civil court 
or by mu tual cons en t b efo r e the village 
e ld ers . 

Bhut an 'YIa S proud to participate in the 
Los An g eles Olympic s in 1984 . Arche r y , 
no t s urp r isingly, is the ir s tronghold. 
(Your editor , attempt ing to augment hi s 
knowl edg e of Bhutan , now receives notic e s 
of n ew i s sues directly from the Bhutan 
Po s tal Administration.) 

., IJIJI 
J.(C" -I 

,' , 
: t- ~ , 

I 

~:- , ..... 

! ", " r _ .:' . ~ .c-/ ·-/'; 
t 

, ~ (r /l . ~ 

. I .t '_' ' •• •. t . ' // ,_ 't" ... -.. .- ": (,. (. i _ . ):~) : ___ '" _... 'J ~ ... 

. --: . ' . I 

I i : .' •• . . L; ,~ 
} : . I ~'/ .. tit 

I ' ,-. / 1 

.~ 

' " 

4S 



46 

SHOWCASE 

SAWARI CAMP p.O. (KHASRA) 

DEC. 25, 191 1 

BLACK 

I . .... 

• ',: "l, 

.. ( ; 

BRITI SH-INDIAN CAMP P.O. 

OEc.26, 1 911 

BLACK 

THE REMOVED INDIA STAMPS WE RE 

GLUE D ON COVER TO I"ODE THE GEN-

UINE DEC, 16, : 91 1 POSTMAR K, 

- NEPAL STAM P ALSO ADDED TO COVER. 

ADHESIV ES GENUINE, BUT THE POST-

MARKS TYING THEM TO COVER 

CLEVER FORGERIES. 

M I XED FRANKI NG COVER WITH 1 A NN A DEE P BLU E STAMP OF' NEPAL, 

ISS UE OF 1901-1907, AN D FOUR GR EEN 1/4 AN N A ON 1/2 ANNA 

STAMPS OF' INDIA, ISSUE OF 1899 . 

ROYAL PO STM A RK IN USE ON LY 1 0 DAYS D U RING VISIT 

OF' KING GEORGE V TO NEPAL . 

A T THIS TIME, INDIAN STAMPS WERE REQUIRED TO CARRY 

MAIL BE YOND NEPAL. BACKSTAMPED A L LAHABAD, INDIA. 

NEPAI..ES E STAM P PR INTED ON M E DIUM NATIVE PAP E R, PIN-

PERFORATED. RECUT FRAM E VAR I ETY, 

(A remarkable cover -- and analysis -- from the col l ec tion of Frank Vignola.--Ed. ) 
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