
�

NEPALI AAWAZ |  �FEBRUARY 16 - 27, 2006

FREE       www.nepaliaawaz.com February 16- 27,  2006       Vol 1  Issue 10                

NEPALI AAWAZ  | AN INTERNATIONAL FORTNIGHTLY

P
ho

to
: K

A
S

H
IS

H
 D

A
S

 S
H

R
E

S
TH

A
P

hoto: B
H

U
S

H
A

N
 S

H
ILPA

K
A

R

ls/ft /fO{ ofof]Vvfn] aif]{gL cfof]hgf ub}{ cfPsf] 
onDa/ elnan /lgª lzN8 k|ltof]lutfsf] 5}6f}F ;+:
s/0fdf klg cGttM k'g Snj xªsª ljhoL x'b}F 
;jf{lws k'/:sf/ /flz !( xhf/ xªsª 8n/ ;lxt 
/lgª lzN8 ;bfsfnflu xTofpg ;kmn ePsf] 5 
. o; cl3 k'g Snjn] rf}yf] / kfFrf}+ ;+:s/0fdf 
nuftf/ ljhoL k|fKt u/]sf] lyof] . pQm k|ltof]lutfdf 
jfgrfO{ elnan Sna / df]gf elnan Snj qmdzM 

xªsªdf onDa/ /lgª lzN8 elnan 

The Nepali government, in a bid to legitamise itself, tried to hold municipal 
elections on 8 Feb. 06. Only 20% of the registered voters voted. The Maoists 
had vowed to disrupt polls and the agitating 7-party alliance had urged the 
people to boycott it. (page 13) 

Photo Essay: Municipal elections 2006

Photo Essay: � Feb. 06 

Hits FM Music Awards 2062
(page 15)

On 13 Feb., Minister of Information and 
Communication Shrish Shumsher Rana 
told journalists in Kathmandu that there are 
“no Maoist- controlled territory” in Nepal. In 
Banke and Bardiya, it feels like there is very 
little government controlled territory apart 
from the barracks of sercuty forces. (page 6)

bf]>f] tyf t]>f] :Yffgsf] xsbf/ ag]sf lyP . 

ut @* hgj/Lsf lbg r'gd'g a6/ ̂ nfO{ aLr elnan 
d}bfgdf ;DkGg ePsf] ;f] 5}6f}F onDa/ elnan /lgª 
lzN8 elnan k|ltof]lutfdf xªsªdf /x]sf ^ j6f 
elnan l6dx?n] ;xeflutf hgfPsfdf vf]6fª ;]jf 
;ldltn] clGtd ;dodf ;xeflutfsflglDt c;dy{tf 
hgfPsf] lyof] . (page 19)

(page 9)

Members of Nep-hop trio Nepsydaz pose with pop super 
star Nima (center) backstage at the awards show.
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Hi,
Kul Chandra Gautam ji is perhaps one of the 
most influential Nepalis alive today. And it was 
a relief to hear his stern warnings to all parties 
concerned in the on-going conflict in Nepal. I 
realised just how important those words were 
when the interview was converted into a full 
report on Nepalnews.com after a week or so. 
I only hope those who really needed to hear 
what he had to say hear them, be in behind 
tall palace walls or deep in the hills of western 
Nepal.  
Gitanjali.

Dear Nepali Government,
How dare the you continue to lie to the Nepali 
people and with what logic do you imagine 
to continue ruling us like this? It was just 
ridiculous when the phone lines were tampered 
with again. It was even more interesting to 
see how you have tried to explain yourself to 
the world, but the international community is 
no fool and nor are the Nepali people, who 
are ever fast becoming 21st century global 
citizens. Do you really think we will accept 
your [Municipal] elections?  You repeatedly 
talk about how the security situation in Nepal 
is increasing while Maoists block highways 
and host public functions [NepA #9]. Shame 
on the Information Minister and the Home 
Minister of Nepal, shame on Tulsi Giri and the 
Foreign Minister Ramesh Nath Pandey. And 
shame on the one who would hire these liars 
to run a country that desperately needs all the 
real help it can get and not just random press 
conferences and illogical statements. We see 
through you and soon enough people will rise 
to make bring about a change.
NP_Yuwa

Hello,
Your series of interviews was a much needed 
discussion. As a Nepali living abroad, it 
answered a lot of my questions regarding 
the situation in Nepal. I knew something was 
wrong, but just wasn't clear at the extent of 
the problems at home. I wish Dinesh Tripathi 
ji all the best in his path to make Nepal liable 
to the International Criminal Court. Let us hope 
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this will truly be one step closer to curbing 
human rights abuse in Nepal. 
S.Shrestha, California.

Hello,
It was sad to find out about the death of 
music pioneer Tara Devi. Her music has 
always been very personal to me, many 
of them colored with vivid memories of 
my much younger days when they were 
constantly in our family music system. She 
was indeed a great Nepali artist and its even 
sadder to think about how in her later years 
she suffered so many loses. Her music will 
surely live on forever, and hopefully be redis-
covered by generations of Nepali musicians 
and music lovers to follow
Keshav Pathak, EU

Hi,
It was good to read your last cover story 
(Little Buddha). I had heard a lot about it 
and read some news online but your in-
depth feature was very useful. It's hard to 
imagine just what the boy is up to or those 
around him for that matter. I cannot help but 
be somewhat skeptic about the whole thing 
though. 
Grishma Shrestha, Nepal

Hi Nepali Aawaz team,
Little Buddha definitely made for an inter-
esting read. It's amazing how an entire 
merchandise market has developed 
around this boy and not at all surprising but 
somewhat unfortunate to find out about the 
problems with funds management and what 
not amongst those who are supposed to be 
looking after the site. It was  also somewhat 
hilarious to read in a Nepali baed English 
daily about a week ago reports on a "Ram" 
re-incarnate. Even in this day and age, 
religion continues to defy logic and reason. 
And the economics surrounding it seem 
just too tough to fight off. 
Sujata Pokharel, Kathmandu.
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Kiran Nepal (left), who heads the new online service, and Himalkhabar Patrika's Editor Rajendra Dahal explain himalkhabar.com 
during its official launch on 1 Feb. 06.

Last year, when King Gyanendra 
seized absolute power of the 
country through a televised 
speech, all phone and internet 
services across the country was 
shut down and serious censors 
on Media imposed. This year, no 
sooner had King Gyanendra’s 
televised speech marking the 
first year anniversary of his self-
declared three-year take over 
ended at 9:20 AM, journalists and 
others from the media community 
gathered at the Baggikhana in 
Patan Dhoka for the official launch 
of the news portal Himalkhabar.
com, an online venture of the 
nation’s largest selling and 
perhaps most respected socio-
political Nepali fortnightly Himal 
Khabarpatrika (pub: Himalmedia 
P Ltd.). The first content update 
on the site to mark the launch? 
A summary of the King’s recent 
speech. 

The news portal, offering “news 
on Nepal in Nepali,” is headed by 

Kiran Nepal of the Himal 
KhabarPatrika team and designed 
using the Mambo software. The 
online news portal’s closest kin is 
the popular website Nepalnews 
which offers news updates 
and reports in English. But 
Himalklhabar.com has already 
taken things up a notch by not 
just offering news and articles on 
political issues, but also special 
sections for entertainment and 
sports amongst other things. The 
website also boasts a search 
engine and a Photo Feature 

and a link from where you can 
download Nepali fonts.

According to the website's 
database, also accessible to 
public, it has had the highest 
traffic on 2 Feb. 06 with 9912 
page views that day alone and 
a total of 131318 pages viewed 
between 20 Jan. (the unofficial 
launch)  and 15 Feb. During this 
time, the top three highest traffic 
have originated from the US with 
29.1% of the total visitors, 14.6% 
from Nepal and 6.6% from Hong 
Kong. 

Himalkhabar.com: Nepal's news in Nepali
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g]kfnsf /fhf 1fg]Gb|n] zf;g ;Qf cfˆgf] 
xftdf lnPsf] Psjif{ k'u]sf] cj;/df oxfF 
/x]sf cGt/fli6««o dfgj clwsf/jfbL 6««]8 
o'lgogsdL{, ljleGg u}/;/sf/L ;+3;+:yf 
Pj+ g]kfnL ;+3;+:yfx?sf] ;+o'Qm cof]hgfdf 
;DkGg lj/f]w sfo{qmdsf] cGTodf /fhf 
1fg]Gb|sf gfddf Ps ;+o'Qm clkn oxfF l:
yt zfxL g]kfnL dxfjfl0fHob"tfjf; dfkm{t 
k7fOPsf] 5 . 
 lg/+s'z /fhtGq d'bf{jfb, 
nf]stflGqs k|hftGq lhGbfafb, ;Dk"0f{ /
fhaGbL l/xf u/, 8fpg b df]gfsL{, l/ 
:6f]/ 8]df]qm];L Og g]kfn, nª lne OG6/
g]zgn ;f]ln8fl/6L, 6f]6n 8]df]qm];L Og 
g]kfn, zfxL 3f]if0f d'bf{jfb h:tf g]kfnL 
tyf c+u|]hL cIf/df n]lvPsf Kn] sf8{, 
t'n af]s]/, ljleGg gf/fx? c+lst 6L 
;6{ nufPsf sl/a b'O{ ;osf] ;+Vofdf /
x]sf g]kfnL tyf u}/ g]kfnL ;+3;+:yfx?sf 
sfo{stf{x? ;lxtsf] ¥ofnL  spn'g 
kfs{sf] hf]8{g u]6af6 z'? eO{ zfxL 
g]kfnL dxfjfl0fHob"tfjf;sf] sfo{no /
x]sf] lrd ;f r'O{sf] sgsf]l8{of Knfhfsf] 
k|f+u0fdf k'u]/ ;efdf kl/0ft ePsf]
lyof] .  
 g]kfn k|hftflGqs hg cfGbf]ng 
;xof]u ;ldlt xªsª, Pl;og dfOu|f06; 
sf] cl8{g]l6ª a8L-PPd;LaL_, Pl;og 
:6'8]06; P;f]l;P;g-cf;f_, sf]lnP;g km/ 
dfOu|f06\;-;LPdcf/_, ;'b'/ k"jL k|jf;L 
g]kfnL ;+3-lkmof]gf_, k|jf;L g]kfnL ;+3 
xªsªsf] ;+o'Qm cfof]hgfdf ;DkGg 

pQm lj/fw sfo{qmddf xªsª o'lgel;{6L 
lk|m :6'8]06; o'lgog, xªsª sGkm8]/
]zg 6«]8 o'lgog, Pl;og dlg6/ l/;r{ 
;]G6/, Pl;og Xo'dg /fO6\; sld;g, 
O08f]g]l;og dfOu|f06\; o'lgog, P;f]l;P;g 
ckm O08f]g]lzog dfOu|f06\; js{; xªsª 
h:tf ;+3;++:yfx?n] P]Soj4tf hfx]/ ub}{ 
lj/f]w sfo{qmddf ;xeflu ePsf lyP . 
 g]kfnL gful/sx?sf ;Dk"0f{ 
df}lns clwsf/x? ;'lglZrt tTsfn x'g' 
kg]{, g]kfndf k|hftGq t'?Gt :yfkgf ug{ 
lg/+s'z /fhf 1fg]Gb|n] tTsfn clwsf/ 
hgtfnfO{ lkmtf{ ug{‘ kg]{, hgtfsf] zflGt 
;'/Iff Jojl:yt ug'{ kg]{ dfu ub}{ sfo{qmddf 
ljleGg jQmfx?n] /fhgLltsdL{ dfgj 
clwsf/jfbLx?, kqsf/ Pj+ ;j{;fw/0f 
gful/sx?nfO{ xb};Ddsf] w/ks8 ug]{ /
fhf @! ztfJwLdf cfjZos gePsf] ljrf/ 
AoQm u/]sf lyP . o;/L dGtJo AoQm 
ug]{ AolQmx?df Prs];L6Lo'sf dxf;lrj 
Pj+ xªsª ljwfoLsf kl/ifbsf ;b:o 
dfglgo ln r]s o'g, lkmof]gfsf cWoIf 
/d]z u'?ª, xªsª g]kfnL dxf;+3sf 
cWoIf u0f]z Ohd, PPrcf/;Lsf lgb]{zs 
/fdg, PPd;LaLsf PgL, ;LPdcf/sL lsa 
of, k|jf;L ;+3sf ;+tf]z 3n], xªsª 
o'lgel;{6L lk|m :6'8]06\; o'lgog ;b:o nfp 
kmf]ª / Pl;og :6'8]06\; P;f]l;P;gsf 
;lrj eQm u'?ª x'g'x'lGYof] . 

xªsªsf g]kfnLx?n] cfh ;DkGg lj/f]w sfo{qmddf Jofks ;xeflutf hgfpb} /fhf 
1fg]Gb|sf] ljkIfdf /x]sf] cleJolQm hfx]/ u/]sf 5g\ .             - DEVRAJ RAI

xªsªsf g]kfnL /fhf 1fg]Gb|sf] 
ljkIfdf

Nepalis in Hong Kong protest against King Gyanendra's "dictatorship" on 1 Feb. 06

Maryland public TV channel 
recently aired a half an hour 
interview of Nepali lawyer Dinesh 
Tripathi who has been strongly 
lobbying to bring international 
attention to Nepal’s human rights 
and political crisis. He will also 
soon be delivering a talk on the 
present situation of Nepal during 
an event organised by Lawyers 
Without Borders, New York 
School of Law and ISA. “These 
are all positive steps towards 
internationalization of the Nepali 
human rights issue, its something 

I can do on my part,” he told Nepali 
Aawaz. “I am trying to build some 
kind of an international coalition 
for Nepal. More importantly I am 
working towards bringing the 
case of human rights violators in 
Nepal in front of the International 
Criminal Court.”

Nepali Aawaz had interviewed the 
lawyer about the crisis in Nepal 
and his work in the US in our last 
issue, now available online in our 
web site's archive. 

Nepali lawyer making case in America

Sachin Pradhan, an active member 
of Nepal Seattle Society, has been 
awarded the “CSE Award for Excellence 
Scholarship” by the University of 
Washington’s Computer Science and 
Engineering Department. Sachin 
has also previously served the NSS’ 
Treasurer for two years from April 2003 
to April 2005.
(Source: NSS)

Nepali wins scholarship

P
hotos: M

atradeip R
ai



News/�RepoRt

6 | NEPALI AAWAZ FEBRUARY 16 - 27, 2006 FEBRUARY 16 - 27, 2006FEBRUARY 16 - 27, 2006

7:15PM on 3 Feb. 06. Not even three full days after King 
Gyanendra declared the security situation has increased 
drastically since he took over the country a year ago, two 
bombs explode near the Regional Police Headquarter and 
the Police Training Center, followed by an hour long gun 
fight. It doesn’t matter what the state media reports or 
what the ministers say, locals in Nepalgunj know very well 
what that the Maoist presence in and around Nepalgunj is 
at one of its highest now. Bombs in the main bazaar have 
been a regular affairs for years now, in any case. 

“They only had three or four motorcycles two years ago. 
Now just in this region they have almost 10 jeeps and 
eight or 10 motorcycles,” explains a local human rights 
worker whose work requires him to regularly contact 
the Maoists.  In the afternoon, the army had engaged 
the Maoists in a gun battle after they attacked a planned 
Maoist function from air while the People’s Liberation 
Army returned fire from the jungle below. Only a few weeks 
before, the Maoists had held another public function while 
the People’s Liberation Army blocked and guarded the 
highway in broad day light.

On 20 Jan., the Maoists had launched an attack at about 
6PM, leaving three policemen dead. Then on 24 Jan., they 
launched a bigger attack, targeting the security posts 
on the main streets and several government buildings 
including the District Police office, the regional office for 
Nepal Rastra Bank and the District Prison. 

Soon after the attacks, all the security sentries in chowks 
along the main bazaar were dismantled and relocated 
to the roofs of civilian houses and shops without the 
consent of its owners. In an apparent move to protect 
their barracks from the regular small Maoist attacks and 
an impending larger one, the security forces without much 
consideration have put civilians directly in the path of an 
impending crossfire. 

A short drive away, at a military and an armed police force 
check point in Bardiya, two houses have been caught 
inside the barbwire fence installed around the security 
forces’ barrack. Should the Maoists attack it at any point, 
there is no doubt that the civilian residents of these houses 
will be at dire risk of being killed or injured by mortars and 
bullets aimed at the barrack.

A curfew, declared between 7PM to 4AM since 20 Jan., 
is still in effect but that seldom seems to stop the Maoist 
from doing most what they want to during the night. On 
12 Feb., a bomb exploded in Nepalgunj and the following 
morning, day that marks the 10th anniversary of the Maoist 
movement, propaganda posters of the movement could 
be seen plastered all around Nepalgunj. Over night the 
security forces hadn’t stopped the Maoists from putting 
up their posters, but they did act quickly enough in the 
morning to tear as many of them as possible.

It is no surprise that Maoists comfortably move around 
in the dark despite the curfew. It seems to be common 
knowledge that all security personnel retreat to the 
barrack soon after sun down, except for those assigned 
to guard the barracks itself. The last round of patrolling 
in and around Nepalgunj can generally be seen in the 
evenings, while by night fall sentries and check points are 
no manned unless they are near a barrack.

Villages across Banke and Bardiya have been Maoist 
strongholds for years and remain so till date. Regional 
Maoist commanders and commissars can be found within 
15 minutes off the Guleriya highway and the party workers 
in most parts of the districts. “We have taken over 80% of 
the country in the last 10 years, now we are working towards 

attacking and controlling the strategical areas,” 
declares comrade Athak, the new commander of 
these two districts. Nepalgunj would be one such 
target. “Nepalgunj is surrounded by militias and 
the people’s liberation army right now,” says a 
local in Guleriya. 
 
On 13 Feb., Minister of Information and Commu-
nication Shrish Shumsher Rana told journalists in 
Kathmandu that there are “no Maoist- controlled 
territory” in Nepal. In Banke and Bardiya, it feels 
like there is very little government controlled 
territory apart from the barracks of security forces. 
While Maoists walk about and work freely in 

villages, security forces haven’t been in these 
areas for months and when they do come, they 
come in truck loads. And sometimes the only 
government presence is the helicopter flying 
overhead. 

The minister also said, “The government’s 
success in controlling terrorist activities is 
increasing each passing day. Now the Maoists 
cannot overpower the army barracks and seize 
weapons.” With the new sentries for security 
forces and the visible centralization of security 
forces in barracks, he just might be right about 
the latter. For now. 

Banke and Bardiya remains an explosive Maoist territory
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On �� Feb., Minister of Information and Communication Shrish Shumsher Rana told journalists in Kathmandu 
that there are “no Maoist- controlled territory” in Nepal. In Banke and Bardiya, it feels like there is very little 
government controlled territory apart from the barracks of sercuty forces.

(Above) Maoist soldiers in Bardiya in September 2004. Maoists continue to freely operate in Banke and 
Bardiya districts. (Below) Security forces recently built sentries on civilian houses and shops in Nepalgunj, 
putting the civilians at direct risk of being caught in crossfire. 
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13 February 1996 Maoists attack 
a police post in Holeri, Rolpa 
signalling the launch of their 
‘people’s war’. Earlier, Baburam 
Bhattarai presented a 40-point 
demand to Prime Minister Sher 
Bahadur Deuba who ignored it 
and went to India on a state visit.

25 February 1996 Home Minister 
Khum Bahadur Khadka promotes 
a hardline approach and says the 
Maoists can be crushed ‘within 
days”.

March 1996 Deuba convenes an 
all-party meeting to look into the 
Maoist issue but there is lack of 
seriousness.

Rest of 1996 Maoists make 
sporadic raids on police stations 
in mid-western Nepal and Sindhuli 
capturing weapons, ransack 
distilleries and multinational 
targets.

February 1997 Government 
launches a harsh police 
crackdown in the midwestern hills 
but many innocents suffer and 
this feeds the Maoist insurgency 
with fresh recruits.

March 1997 There is continued 
disarray in coalition politics in 
Kathmandu and disillusionment 
with the return of Panchayat-era 
apparatchik Lokendra Bahadur 
Chand as prime minister in a 
UML-RPP coalition.

May 1997 Maoists boycott 
local elections, eight people 
are killed in campaign violence. 
Government forms a task force 
to find a political solution to the 
Maoist problem.

July 1997 Home Minister Bamdeb 
Gautam tries to pass TADA but 
backtracks after protests.

October 1997 The RPP splits and 
Surya Bahadur Thapa replaces 
Chand to form a government with 
the NC and NSP. By now more 
than 50 VDCs in Rolpa alone 
under Maoist control.

March 1998 Public 
disenchantment with political 
parties grows as the UML also 
splits and Girija Koirala takes 
over and immediately launches 
Operation Kilo Sierra Two to nip 
the Maoists before it’s too late. 
By the end of 1998 500 people 

had beenkilled, most of them not 
Maoists.

October 1998 The Maoists 
spread out of the midwestern hills 
for the first time into central Nepal 
and the eastern hills.

May 1999 Parliamentary elections 
are held and the Maoists call for a 
boycott. Krishna Prasad Bhattarai 
becomes prime minister and he 
appoints Sher Bahadur Deuba 
into a committee to find a solution 
to the Maoist problem.

March 2000 Congress infighting 
intensifies and Koirala ousts 
Bhattarai. Maoists use the chaos 
in Kathmandu to continue attacks 
on police posts and government 
offices. Police start pulling out of 
rural areas in the midwest.

25 September 2000 Dunai 
attacked 14 policemen killed, first 
of many subsequent human wave 
attacks by Maoists on district 
capitals. Home Minister Govinda 
Raj Joshi resigns.

October 2000 Deputy PM Ram 
Chandra Poudel meets Maoist 
leader Rabindra Shrestha in 
Kathmandu to find a solution.

February 2001 Maoists use 
anniversary of war to announce 
the Prachanda Path doctrine

April 2001 In a wave of attacks in 
Rukum and Dailekh Maoists kill 
70 policemen in a week and loot 
weapons. Police chief says he 
can’t fight Maoists by himself the 
paramilitary Armed Police Force 
is set up.

1 June 2001 The royal massacre, 
three kings in four days. King 
Gyanendra is enthroned. The 
Maoists infiltrate street protests 
in Kathmandu.

July 2001 Maoists begin attacks 
against public schools and 
declare war on alcohol.

6-13 July 2001 Maoists attack 
Holeri, army refusal to rescue 
captured police creates political 
crisis and Koirala resigns as 
prime minister to be replaced by 
Deuba. Maoists kill 40 policemen 
in an attack in Lamjung, Nuwakot, 
Ramechhap, Gulmi Dailekh and 
agree to a ceasefire.

August 2001 Madhab Kumar 
Nepal and Bamdeb Gautam meet 
Prachanda in Silguri in India.

November 2001 After three 
rounds of talks Maoists escalate 
the war by attacking the army 
for the first time by overrunning 
the Ghorahi base and attacking 
Salleri, killing soldiers and looting 
a large amount of automatic 
weapons and mortars. King 
Gyanendra declares Emergency 
and deploys RNA to fight 
Maoists.

February 2002 Maoists storm 
Mangalsen, out of a garrison of 
59 soldiers only two survive.

Spring 2002 Tourism collapses, 
investments plummet, industries 
are hit by Maoist extortion and 
threats.

May 2002 Deuba dissolves 
parliament, announces elections 
for November.

4 October 2002 Deuba proposes 
postponing elections because 
of security situation, King 
Gyanendra sacks him, assumes 
executive authority and sets up 
government of technocrats.

January 2003 IGP Krishna Mohan 
Shrestha and wife murdered in 
Kathmandu, ceasefire declared 
three days later.

May 2003 Chand replaced by 
Surya Bahadur Thapa

August 2003 Doramba massacre 
of 19 rebels and civilians by army 
leads to collapse of ceasefire, 
Maoists step up campaign 
of destroying infrastructure: 
mainly phones and bridges. 
Step up attacks and closure of 
schools, abducting children for 
indoctrination.

October 2003 Maoists kill 37 
police in raid on police training 
base in Bhalubang.

December 2003 International 
community increasingly 
concerned about human rights 
violations, India arrests Matrika 
Yadab and Suresh Ale Magar and 
hands them over to Nepal.

February 2004 King Gyanendra 
addresses rallies in Nepalganj 
and Biratnagar.

April 2004 Political parties 
launch street agitation against 
‘regression’, it is slow to gather 
momentum. Surya Bahadur 
Thapa replaced by Deuba again.

September 2004 After small 
explosive goes off at USIS, the 
Peace Corps is withdrawn from 
Nepal.

November 2004 Dailekh’s 
mothers can’t take it anymore 
and rise up against the Maoists.

December 2004 Raids in 
Argakhanchi, Dailkeh heavy 
casualties on both sides. Maoists 
blockade Kathmandu for one 
week.

1 February 2005 King Gyanendra 
sacks Deuba again, dissolves 
parliament, cuts phones internet 
and sends army into newsrooms. 
Hundreds of politicians and 
civil society activists are jailed. 
International condemnation.

April 2005 After debate at the UN 
in Geneva, an office of the UN 
High Commissioner on Human 
Rights is set up in Kathmandu. 
Deuba arrested on corruption 
charges.

June 2005 Maoists blow up bus 
in Madi, killing 37 passengers and 
injuring 70. Worst-ever terrorist 
attack in Nepal.

September 2005 Maoists declare 
three-month unilateral ceasefire, 
government fails to respond. 
King Gyanendra continues his 
walkabouts in various parts of the 
country.

October 2005 Tourism bounces 
back with ceasefire.

November 2005 Government 
cracksdown on media and 
prepares guidelines for NGOs.

December 2005 Maoists extend 
ceasefire by a month

3 January 2006 Back to war.

(This timeline was originally 
published in the weekly Nepali 
Times issue, #285. 
www.nepalitimes.com)

�0 years of the Maoist movement in Nepal
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Today is Falgun 1, and the 
Maoists are celebrating their 10th 
anniversary with a cultural show 
at an undisclosed location. We 
drive out of Nepalgunj. Within 
5 or 10 minutes of the last RNA 
soldier, small red Communist 
flags appear along both sides 
of the road. The number of flags 
increase as we get further deep 
into the outskirts of the city, flags 
in bunch adorning trees. Red 
banners congratulate you on the 
occasion of the anniversary and 
invite you to their celebration 
without mentioning specific 
details. Finally one big red gate 
constructed out of bamboos, 
newspaper and more red banners 
does the same.

The dynamics in the terai are 
quite different from that in the hills, 
especially in a region like Rolpa. 
The roads are scarce there, if not 
non-existent, and whatever exist 
of the trails are challenging. In 
the terai any such cultural show 
or Maoist gathering, especially so 
close to an urban center guarded 
by the army, is vulnerable to an 
open attack from the RNA. For 
one thing, the roads are smooth, 
wide, and open. The venue and 
the time, hence, are subject to 
change at any time.

We arrive, after a one-hour drive, at 
another, more concrete, welcome 
gate set up in a village. It’s one 
big celebration here. Young folks 
are running around and laughing 
with bright magenta abhir all over 
their faces. It looks like holi. Older 
Maoists at the gate are shouting 
at others, hustling and bustling, 
to find some abhir so that the 
guests can be welcomed in. Quite 
a bit of red abhir is smeared on 
your forehead as an indication 
of respect and camaraderie. I 
find this intrusive, as much as I 
do when religious folks put tika 
on your forehead unasked. The 
ritual is the same here, only the 
meaning attached different.

A decent-sized stage has been 
setup. The venue, with its bright-
colored pieces of fabric defining 
the open space, hanging above 
us as a ceiling, decorating the 
stage and so on, looks much like a 

Nepali wedding party. We’ve been 
told the Maoists’ 
national team 
of performers 
is here. Next to 
the stage are 
seated some 
h i g h - r a n k i n g 
party workers, 
i n c l u d i n g 
the bearded 
Comrade Athak, 
who is the chief 
of the Banke and 
Bardiya districts. 
There are quite a 
few people in the 
audience, though 
I can’t guess 
the number, but 
almost 50% of it 
are small children 
around the age 
of 5-10. They 
are here for the 
songs and the 
dance, I assume.

This venue 
is completely 
vulnerable to 
an attack. But 
our guide here 
tells us that an 
attack is unlikely 
because of the 
presence of so 
many civilians. 
In any case, 
several armed 
PLA soldiers 
dressed in civilian clothes guard 
the area here and further out 
onto the road. Around the stage 
are big open rice fields, and the 
soldiers on duty look out to them 
watchfully. The young man in 
charge of the soldiers here is 
soft-spoken and eager to show 
respect. The speeches, dances, 
and the songs begin.

At one point during the show, 
a wave of the audience rises in 
panic, mostly children and adults 
seated on the ground with them. 
They seem to have misheard 
that RNA soldiers had arrived. 
Panic spreads instantly. The 
volunteers settle them down, the 
MC announcing on the stage that 
there is no need to worry. The 
entire venue is secured by our 

dear, trusty brothers of the PLA. 
Two more separate instances of 

tension occur when, much later 
in the show, we hear an aircraft 
humming, hovering somewhere 
above us. RNA helicopters have 
come and checked out Maoist 
shows before, but our guide 
assures us that no air-strike has 
occurred in these instances here 
(though strikes have occured 
elsewhere during cultural 
shows).

The dancers are good and 
dressed colorfully in coordinated 
wardrobe. They dance to songs 
being performed live from next 
to the stage. The musicians and 
singers are not without talent 
either. Again, though, the culture 
here is the same, only the lyrics 
to the songs and meanings 
attached to these performances 

Barsaghat with the Maoists
have changed.

The curfew in 
Nepalgunj begins at 
7 PM, so some us 
must be on our way 
at around 5. I pass 
on the opportunity to 
meet with Comrade 
Athak privately after 
the show for an 
interview with our 
foreign journalist 
friends. They decide 
to stay. The most 
basic food and 
lodging, and the 
most daunting trails 
of Rolpa had so 
far been bearable. 
However, at this 
point, the thought of 
sitting through the 
remaining however 
many hours of this 
show (it turns out 
to be three) is not. 
The performers put 
up a good show 
and the speakers 
have said whatever 
needs to be said 
at such events, but 
my spoiled sense 
of entertainment 
can hardly bare 
the much improved 
Nepali music 
videos, let alone 
this cultural show. 
I can’t remember if 

Communists have necessarily 
been notoriously bad in the 
department of Entertainment.

On our way back, a Comrade 
confirms the arrival of RNA 
soldiers on foot up to a certain 
point on the road earlier in the 
day. All the red flags have been 
removed, but the gate is still 
standing. She also confirms the 
arrival of two helicopters in the 
area where the show was taking 
place. Out the window of our jeep, 
there is a scene not to be missed. 
The sun is setting, the sky is 
orange, the rice fields are open, 
and in a long trail little silhouettes 
of RNA soldiers are trotting back 
home.

(Originally published in 
Samudaya.org)

(Above) Maoist soldiers in Bardiya in September 2004. Maoists continue to 
freely operate in Banke and Bardiya districts. (Below) Security forces recently 
built sentries on civilian houses and shops in Nepalgunj, putting the civilians 
at direct risk of being caught in crossfire. 

- SARAHANA SHRESTHA
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Beloved Countrymen,
It is now a year since the decision 
was taken to restore law and order 
and activate the multiparty democratic 
polity in the country in keeping with the 
nation’s needs and the people’s aspira-
tions. Arresting a situation that was 
slipping into anarchy and reactivating 
a stalled democratic process has not 
been easy. Yet, given the commitment 
of our patriotic countrymen, all the 
Nepalese people have experienced 
the nation grow in confidence and the 
self-respect of the Nepalese people 
restored within a short span of one year, 
with the cloud of pessimism dissipating 
. We are confident that, remaining alert 
to the sensitivities of the self-respecting 
Nepalese people and our glorious ever 
independent history, we will be able to 
ensure for the nation peace, stability 
and prosperity within the next one year 
through mutual understanding and 
with patriotism as the focal point. We 
believe that a road-map to sustainable 
peace and reenergising a meaningful 
democracy are two sides of the same 
coin. We are confident that a road-map 
of consensus will forever end all possi-
bilities of resurgence of violence and 
terrorism in our motherland, which will 
otherwise put at risk the universally 
acclaimed multiparty democracy and 
hurt the self-respect of Nepal and the 
Nepalese people. Guided by a national 
perspective that upholds our political, 
administrative and civic traditions, we 
are confident that by April 2007, all 
popularly elected bodies will be active 
in ensuring a bright future for the 
Nepalese people through a dedicated 
exercise in democracy so as to create 
a welfare society.

The nefarious designs to portray 
Nepal as a failed state a year back 
has now begun to unravel with acts of 
terrorism being limited to petty crimes. 
The elected government not only 
dissolved the popularly elected village, 
municipal and district bodies but also 
at the national level. The process of 
activating multiparty democracy and 
Constitutional Monarchy has now 
begun with the people exercising their 
franchise to reinstate these bodies for 
which the elected government had 
failed to conduct elections in spite of 
being given repeated opportunities. 
The people are determined to ensure 
the success of the municipal elections 
currently underway. In fact, the freedom 
to exercise one’s vote through adult 
franchise forms the democratic basis 
for a honourable national consensus. 
Democracy flourishes only through 
the enfranchisement of the people 
and democrats are never losers when 
democracy is upheld. Therefore, the first 
and foremost preconditions for consoli-
dating democracy are to gain the support 
of the people through the ballot and 
respect their mandate. In keeping with 
these universally accepted democratic 
principles, the process to reinstate all 
the elected bodies through free and 

fair elections has been initiated. We 
are confident of the active participation 
of all democrats who have faith in the 
people’s democratic rights. Democratic 
norm dictates that, while upholding the 
people’s rights, their confidence can be 
won only through participation in the 
democratic process.

Beloved countrymen,
With efforts to initiate a meaningful 
exercise in democracy in keeping with 
the accepted norms, measures are also 
underway to improve public service 
utilities for the benefit of the people. 
As the bureaucracy has been freed 
of political pressures and discipline 
instilled among them, criminal activities 
under political patronage is now under 
control. The ongoing fiscal and admin-

istrative reforms will be implemented 
in a more effective manner. Rule of law 
alone will ensure good governance. 
As long as corruption, which has 
proved to be a parasite to our society, 
is allowed to spread its tentacles, a 
system of governance as aspired by 
the people cannot be ensured. More 
effective measures will be adopted to 
realise the commitment to maintain 
fiscal discipline. The concept of Land 
Bank will be effectively implemented 
to make available land to the landless, 
agricultural tenants and freed bonded 
labourers. Internal and external invest-
ments will be mobilised to accelerate 
the pace of economic development, 
increase employment opportunities, 
improve transport infrastructure and 
attain self-sufficiency in the energy 
sector through optimum utilisation of 
water resources. An effective integrated 
policy must be adopted to initiate 
development activities that have direct 
impact on the people. A conducive 
environment exists to utilise the opportu-
nities created by information technology 
in the economic development of the 
country. Likewise, the role of the service 
sector is also increasing in importance. 
In this context, special programmes will 
be introduced to create opportunities 
of self-employment within the country 
for talented youths. Measures will also 

be adopted to train those youths going 
abroad for employment so that their 
skills and abilities are duly recognised.

The Nepalese are well aware of the 
fact that character without any moral 
foundation, politics indifferent to national 
pride and a form of governance bereft 
of the people’s confidence will neither 
benefit the nation nor the people. They 
also know that politics will not have 
the strength to inspire the people and 
overcome challenges if it is tainted. It 
is our belief that multiparty democracy 
cannot be made meaningful in the 
absence of significant popular partici-
pation in governance, effective decen-
tralisation of authority in the village, 
municipal, district, zonal and regional 
levels and maximum autonomy to 

elected local bodies in the formulation 
and implementation of development 
projects.

Democracy can be adopted into our 
way of life only if we are prepared to 
have faith in the people’s abilities and 
the elected representatives. To achieve 
this, guidelines will be formulated in a 
transparent manner through collective 
wisdom and reflections based on 
experiences and aspirations. Appro-
priate measures will also be initiated 
to convincingly address, in the greater 
good of the nation, grievances regarding 
indigenous people as well as discrimi-
nation relating to regional and other 
issues. Contributing to efforts aimed at 
the general welfare of the people alone 
can ensure the collective well-being of 
the Nepalese. The nation can be freed 
from the clutches of poverty and made 
prosperous only through the collective 
participation of all. We are confident that 
all Nepalese, conscious of their national 
pride, will make significant contributions 
from their respective places towards 
the success of the pro-development 
strategies currently being implemented. 
While history will be the sole judge of 
an individual or a generation, it should 
be our endeavour to ensure that the 
present generation of Nepalese is given 
due credit.

Beloved Countrymen,
Nepal ‘s foreign policy is now clear and 
stable. Our foreign policy and relations 
are solely guided by how best to serve 
and protect our national interest in 
a rapidly changing world. This has 
restored Nepal ‘s prestige and credi-
bility in the international arena. Nepal 
desires friendship with all and is always 
ready to cooperate for mutual benefit. 
Nepal has malice towards none and is 
ever alert in ensuring that her territory 
is not used against any friendly country. 
Nepal is ever ready to have mutually 
beneficial fruitful relations with both 
her neighbours. This policy remains 
unchanged. To act as a catalyst in 
enhancing economic ties between her 
two neighbours, Nepal is preparing to 
be the transit point between them. Nepal 
‘s role as a transit point will contribute to 
the welfare of Nepal , India , China and 
the region as a whole.

Nepal has unflinching faith in and is 
totally committed to the principles of 
human rights. It is in this spirit that our 
country has adopted the policy of institu-
tionalising the promotion and protection 
of human rights and rectifying its short-
comings. It is not easy for a country 
combating terrorism to strike a balance 
between the compulsions of national 
security and upholding the rights of the 
citizens - this is a reality faced by all 
democratic countries afflicted with the 
scourge of terrorism. But it is our strong 
belief that the people must be allowed 
to exercise their democratic rights in a 
peaceful manner, with due consider-
ation to national security.

The Nepalese people desire for 
sustainable peace. This was clearly 
spelt out to us when we had direct 
contacts with our beloved people 
during our recent visits to various parts 
of the Kingdom. The vigilant Nepalese 
have well understood the conspiracy 
to foment further acts of terrorism in 
the name of momentary cessation of 
violence. If those who have gone astray 
wish to rejoin the mainstream of peace 
and creativity, democracy and coordi-
nation, and if they wish to dedicate 
themselves in the service of the people 
through the ballot, abjuring their 
murderous acts against the nation and 
people, we make it clear that they will 
be given the security and opportunity 
necessary to shoulder the responsi-
bilities of governance in their capacity 
as the people’s representatives, having 
won the people’s confidence through 
the universally accepted democratic 
exercise. The people can be won 
over only through peaceful political 
and constructive activities. Activities 
like disrupting peace, encouraging 
discord and creating hurdles on the 
road to rapprochement in the name of 
democracy will benefit none. Let us, 
therefore, unite, with patriotism as the 
focal point, in dedicating ourselves to 
the people’s welfare and initiating a 

Photo Essay: � Feb. 06 



FeAtURe

�0 | NEPALI AAWAZ FEBRUARY 16 - 27, 2006 FEBRUARY 16 - 27, 2006FEBRUARY 16 - 27, 2006

new chapter in the exercise in meaningful democracy. We wish to 
emphasise that all differences can be resolved within the framework 
of the Nepalese patriotic tradition in keeping with the Nepalese 
psyche, which has never had to put up with subjugation throughout 
history.

Beloved Countrymen,
We have always, single-mindedly and with determination, strived to 
fulfil our beloved people’s aspirations in the greater interest of the 
motherland. We have no desire other than the Nepalese people’s 
welfare and the responsibility towards Nepal ‘s glorious history. 
While utilising the indestructible synergy constantly spouting 
from the fountain head of patriotism, it will be in the interest of the 
nation to uphold, with utmost dedication, the glorious history of the 
Kingdom of Nepal . The success of this alone will keep the nation 
secure and ensure a meaningful democracy for the people.

A clear decision was made for the country last year. Today, let us, 
once again, pledge to achieve this national goal. The Nepalese are 
determined to see a peaceful, prosperous and democratic Nepal in 
tune with the 21st century. The essence of Nepal ‘s glorious history 
is the fact that the Nepalese people themselves determine Nepal ‘s 
national agenda in the interest of the country and their own.

Patriotism is the only means of creating a democratic society. We, 
therefore, call upon all Nepalese to consign mutual recrimination 
to the bitter past and build a secure and prosperous future for the 
nation and people, while upholding democratic norms.
May Lord Pashupatinath bless us all!
Jaya Nepal!
(Source: Royal Palace Secretariat)

Death toll after King Gyanendra’s take over on 1 February 
05 - 30 November ‘05

861: Number of people killed by the State. 482: Number of 
people killed by the CPN (Maoist).

Death toll related to the Maoist movement between 13 
February ‘96 - 30 November ‘05

8,283: Number of people killed by the State. 4,582: Number 
of people killed by the CPN (Maoist). 12,865: Total number 
of people killed.
(Death toll source: INSEC)

(Left bottom) Protestors hurls stones at police officers who were preventing them from entering 
Basantapur for a peaceful rally. (Above) A protestor gets singled out when the police charge at 
them.

(Above) Human Rights activists try to stop the police officers from continuing to attack a protes-
tor who was already injured and down on the ground. (Below) Protestors smash the windshield 
of a pick up truck in which the police had hoped to haul protestors while the outnumbered 
police officers in the back look on.
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(Above left) A peaceful rally breaks out in New Road. (Above right) Police officers try to block the rally despite the fact that the law permits people to peaceful assembly in 
the area.

(Above left) Police resort to using water cannon to disperse the crowd. A police officer dictates to the fire Marshall to aim not just at protestors but also directly at Journal-
ists and HR activists. (Above right) Journalists in green vests, and Human Rights monitors in blue, including UN monitors (below left) are drenched by the cannon. Police 
officers charge at protestors once again (below right).
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(Above) Undeterred by the water cannon, protestors continue their demonstration 
as police officers try to stop is yet again.

(Above) Police officers resort to indiscriminately using the water cannon again.
(Below) In the mean time, journalists continue their protest in Ratna Park, where 
several journalists were arrested earlier in the day. Shiva Gaunle, Vice President of 
the Federation of Nepali Journalists, was the last speaker at the event. 

Pro democracy rallies were organised by the Nepali diaspora in various cities 
across the world. While India saw the largest turn out, rallies were also organised in 
Hong Kong (below), Washington DC (Below center) and New York (Far below).
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United States:

“The United States believes Nepal’s municipal elections 
called by the King today represented a hollow attempt to 
legitimize his power.... The government detained large 
numbers of political activists before the elections, restricted 
media and refused to allow independent outside monitors.” 

Japan

“Japan regrets that many persons concerned with political 
parties were arrested... strongly condemns the acts of 
violence including the killing of civilians.... halt the acts of 
violence and achieve peace through dialogue.”

India

“The fact is that the elections have been held against the 
backdrop of a boycott by the major recognized political 
parties, sharp curtailment of their legitimate activities, and 
continued arrest and detention in various forms of many of 
their leaders.... We are of the view that the grave challenges 
facing Nepal demand the initiation of a genuine process of 
national reconciliation, dialogue and participation which can 
facilitate a peaceful political settlement.” 

United Kingdon

“The UK does not believe that the municipal elections in Nepal 
on February 8 was a meaningful exercise in canvassing the 
political wishes of the people of Nepal.... 
The elections were tarnished by the efforts of the government 
to quash dissident by restricting civil liberties and the media. 
Those factors in no way justify the Maoists’ enforcement 
of a national strike with the threat of violence which also 
held some voters away and their intimidation and killing of 
candidates, which we condemn absolutely.”

Photo Essay: Municipal elections 2006

(Above left) A poster, part of the election campaign for Krishna Prasad Shahi's bid for Kathmandu's Mayoral race, hangs on streets in New Road while police keep a sharp 
eye for anti-election demonstrations. (Above right) A pick up truck is used for last minute campaigning days before the elections.

While security forces were posted in high volume all around the Kathmandu valley, voter turn out remained extremely poor throughout the day, including Jawalakhel (above 
left) and Maha Bouddha (above right) where the police officer on duty managed to read a newspaper to kill time. 

The Nepali government, in a bid to legitamise itself, tried to hold municipal elections on 8 Feb. 06. Only 20% of the registered 
voters voted. The Maoists had vowed to disrupt polls and the agitating 7-party alliance had urged the people to boycott it.  
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get your t-shirt at      samudaya.org

An Armed Police Force soldier guards the poll station in Basantapur, New Road (above left) while police officers closely guard the ballot box (above right).
(Below) At the end of the day, many ballot boxes remained empty across the country such as this one in Basantapur. The Election it self was declared "hollow" by the inter-
national community and many within the country. 
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Hits FM Music Awards 2062

(Above left) "Rock Goddess" fronted Abhaya and the Steam Injuns rock the show. (Above right) New comers pop-rock stars The Uglyz were nominated for 6 awards and 
won 1 for the Best New Artist category.

(Above left) Veteran artist Kumar Basnet was honored with the Life Time Achievement award. (Above right) Recent UN Goodwill Ambassador and a student of Ethnomusi-
cology, Lochan Rizal, won up 4 awards for Album of The Year, Best Rock Composition, Best Pop Composition and Best Pop Vocal Performance (Male).
(Below) Folk instrumental group Kutumba and fusion guitarist Anil was a definite highlight of this year's awards.

On 3 Feb. 06, Hits FM 91.2 hosted their Annual Close-up Hits FM Music Awards 2062. Here is a quick glance at some of this 
year's highlights. A full list of winners and photo gallery can be found at Hits FM's official website www.hitsfm.com.np
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xªsªsf] gofjif{df g]kfnL snfsf/x?sf] eL8

n'gf/ -lrlgofF_ gofF jif{sf] pknIdf cfof]lht 
sfo{qmdx?df b'O{ ;ftf cl3 snfsf/x?sf] 
Ps 6f]nLn] xªsª dgf]/~hgfTds sfo{qmd 
k|:t't u/] . xªsª cfOk'u]sf rrL{t xfF:
o hf]8L dbs[i0f >]i7 / xl/j+z cfrfo{, 
xfF:o ufos tyf snfsf/ gf/b vltj8f 
;lxt Ps bh{g snfsf/n] bz{snfO{ e/
k'/ dgf]/~hg lbP .

pgLx?;+u} o'jf k':tfsf 9's9'sL ag]sf 
;ljg /fO{, clgn l;+x, clUnh Aof08sf 
z?g tfd|fsf/, PlS;; Aof08sf ;+bLk, 

gflosf /]vf yfkf, snfsf/x? ;flaqL 
zdf{, g/]Gb| s+;sf/ clxn] xªsªsf 
ljleGg k|s[ltsf sfo{qmdx?, :6]h ;f],8fG; 
kf6L{ h:tf sfo{qmdx?df Ao:t /x]sf 5g\ 
. !^ df3df Ps} lbg b'O{ 7fpFdf ;DkGg 
ePsf] lyof]  . 

lk|G; P8jf8{sf] sDo'lg6L xndf cflzif 
lnDa"sf] cfof]hgfdf ;DkGg ePsf] b]p/
fnL gfO6 t]>f]df ;lag /fO{ / gf/b 
vltj8fn] cfˆgf ljleGg k|:t'ltx? k|:
t't u/]sf lyP . ;ljg /fO{n] cfˆgf gofF 

k'/fgf uLtx?nfO{ lkmlnlkgf] nfOe Aof08 
snfsf/x?sf] ;xof]udf ;'gfPsf lyP . 
gf/b vltj8fn] Sofl/s]r/ Pj+ xf:oAof+Uo 
k|:t't u/]sf lyP . sfo{qmd ;fFemsf] ( 
ah]b]lv cj]/;Dd ;+rfng ePsf] lyof] . 

ptf ;f]xL lbg ljzfn u'?ªsf] cfof]hgfdf 
o'gnª lyP6/sf] eAo sfo{qmd xndf 
;DkGg ePsf] …nfnL u'/fF; gfO6–bf]>f]Ú df 
dx hf]8Ln] clegGbg gfds k|x;g k|:
t't ub}{ bz{s x;fPsf lyP . pgLx?nfO{ 
;fljqL zdf{ / g/]Gb| s+;sf/n] ;fy 

lbPsf lyP . o'jf k':tfsf clxn]sf rlr{t 
b clUnh Aof08sf z?g tfd|fsf/, PlS;; 
Aof08sf ;+bLk / clgn l;+n] klg cfˆgf 
rlr{t uLtx?nfO{ 6«ofs dfkm{t ;'gfPsf 
lyP . pNn]Vo bz{sx?sf] pkl:ytL /
x]sf] pQm sfo{qmddf gflosf /]vf yfkfn] 
b'Oj6f cfO6d 8fG;x? k|:t't u/]sL lyOg\ 
. gf/b vltj8f / ;lag /fO{n] ckm'x?sf] 
sfo{qmd ;kmn /x]sf] atfP .

Sarun (of The Uglyz fame) and Narad Khatiwada were just two of the many Nepali artists performing for Nepalis in Hong Kong.
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k"jL{g]kfnsf] jx'k|lti7Lt k'm6an k|ltof]lutf 
a'9f;'Jjf 6'jf]u{ uf]N8sksf] cf7f}+ ;+:s/0fsf] 
cfjZos tof/L clGtd r/df k'u]sf] 5 
. cfpbf] kmfu'g bf];|f] ;ftf b]lv w/fg 
/Ëzfndf ;~rfng ul/g] k|ltof]lutfsf 
nflu Vofltk|fKt SnjnfO{ cfdGq0f ug]{ 
sfd eO{;s]sf] 5 . /Ë;fnfsf] blIf0f 
k"jL{ If]qdf tLg xhf/ bz{s Ifdtfsf] 
rf}lj; j6f Kof/flkm6 lgdf{0f ul/Psf] 5 . 
cl3Nnf] jif{ b}lgs * xhf/ bz{s Ifdtf 
/x]sf] /Ëzfnfn] o; jif{ gjlgld{t Kof/
flkm6 kl5 !@ xhf/df lj:tl/t ul/Psf] 
cfof]hs w/fg k'm6jn Snjsf cWoIf 
ls;f]/ /fO{n] atfpg' eof] . 

k|ltof]lutfdf a+unfb]zsf] /fli6«o l6d, zfxL 
Ps]8]dL l;SsLd, 6f6f Ps]8]dL sf]nsf]Qf 
ef/t, ;xf/f Snj kf]v/f, l8k]m08Lª lnu 
/g/ck hfpnfv]n o'y Snj sf7df08f}, 
lqe'jg cfdL{ Snj, dx]Gb| k'ln; Snj, 

c08/–!& /fli6«o l6d, emfkf !!, df]/Ë 
!!, w/fg k'm6an Ps]8]dL, w/fg !! / 
xËsËsf] l6dnfO{ ;dfj]z ul/g] ePsf] 
5 . 

w/fg k'm6an Snjn] ljut b'O{ jif{ b]lv 
ljleGg If]qsf @) hgf jfn v]nf8LnfO{ 
;dfj]z u/L k|lzIf0f lbOb} cfPsf] w/
fg Ps]8]dLnfO{ klxnf] k6s k|ltof]lutfdf 
;dfj]z ug{ nfluPsf] xf] . 
cf7f}+ a'9f;'Jjf uf]N8sk k|ltof]lutfdf 
ljh]tf tyf pkljh]tf SnjnfO{ qmdzM &% 
/ #% xhf/ gub tyf pTs[i6 v]nf8L / 
bz{snfO{ Ps Ps j6f df]6/;fOsn k|bfg 
ul/g] ePsf] 5 . cfufdL kmfu'g !^ b]lv 
@& ut] ;Dd x'g] uf]N8sk ;~rfngsfnflu 
ljleGg % j6f ;ldlt tyf pk;ldlt u7g 
ul/Psf] 5 . k|ltof]lutf ;~rfng kl5 
cfof]hs w/fg k'm6an Snjn] nfu"cf}ifw 
b'j{o;lgdf nfu]sf k"j{ v]nf8Lx?nfO{ k'g:

yfkgf u[x ;~rfngsf nflu sf]if v8f 
ug{] ePsf]5 . lj=;+= @)%$ b]lv w/fg 
/+u;fnfdf lgoldt ;~rfng x'b} cfPsf] 
a'9f;'Jjf 6'jf]u{ uf]N8 sk  dx]Gb| k'ln; 
Snjn] ;jf{lws # k6s, dgfË d:
of{ËbL, ef/tsf] j]Nul/of :kf]6L{Ë Snj 
tyf a+unfb]zsf] wgd'Gb|L Snjn] Ps Ps 
k6s pkfwL dfyL sAhf hdfPsf 5g 
eg] ut jif{ y|L:6f/ Snj RoflDkogl;k 
ag]sf] lyof] . 

d"Vo k|fof]hs 6'jf]u{ uf]N8 ljo/ tyf ;x 
k|fof]hs sf]sf]sf]nf / dfof]h rfprfpn] 
ug]{ ePsf] ;f] k|ltof]lutf ;~rfngsf] 
nflu @) nfv vr{ x'g] atfOPsf] 5 
. h;dWo] l6s6 ljqmaf6 p7]sf] /sdn] 
bz{snfO{ Pp6f df]6/;fOsn k|bfg ul/g] 
ePsf] xf] .

k"jL{ g]kfnsf] rlr{t o; uf]N8sk 
cfof]hgfk"j{ w/fgnfO{ * j6f u]6 
;lxt ;'Gb/ ?kdf ;hfOg] ePsf] 5 . 
k|ltof]lutfsf] cGt/f{li6«o k|rf/k|;f/sf] 
nflu g]kfnL cfjfh kflIfsnfO{ clkml;on 
ldl8of agfPsf] 5 . 

xËsËdf a;f]jf; ug]{ g]kfnLx? ljr o;}jif{ 
w/fg k'm6an Snjn] xËsË ;+:s/0fsf 
?kdf a'9f;'Jjf 6'jf]u{ uf]N8sk ;DkGg 
u/]sf] 5 . cWoIf /fO{sf cg';f/ xËsËdf 
g]lKnh o'y cu{gfOh]zgn] k|+ltof]lutfsf] 
lg/Gt/tf lbg] ;Demf}tf u/]sf] 5 . To;}u/L 
w/fg k'm6an Snjn] o; jif{ l8=cfO{=hL= 
sk, cGt/sn]h :tl/o k'm6an k|ltof]lutf, 
u+u] o'ysk / k"jf{~rn ldl8ofsk ;~rfng 
ug]{ ePsf] 5 . To:t} a'9f;'Jjf uf]N8sksf] 
cj;/ kf/]/ k"jf{~rnsf /]k|mLx?nfO{ lhNn 
v]ns'b ;+3sf] tk{maf6 & lbg] k|lzIf0f 
tflnd klg ;~rfng ul/g] cWoIf /fO{n] 
atfpg'eof] .

- ANAND KOIRALA
a'9f;'Jjf uf]N8sk k|ltof]lut

ut jif{ :ylut ePsf] dx]Gb| uf]N8sk 
k'm6an k|ltof]lutf o; jif{ klg cfof]hgf 
x'g] clglirt ePsf] 5 . ut ebf} dlxgfdf 
k"jf{~rn If]qsf] /fhf/fgLsf] cgf}krfl/
s e|d0f qmddf lj/f6gu/ l:yt zlxb 
/+uzfnfnfO{ 9'Ëf, lu§L / jn'jf ;lxtsf] 
x]lnKof8 lgdf{0f ePkl5 To;nfO{ ;dodf 

gx6fObf /+uzfnf s'?k ag]kl5 cfof]hgf 
clglirt ePsf] xf] . dx]Gb| uf]N8sk 
cfof]hs ;ldltsf cg';f/ x]lnKof8 lgdf{0f 
kZrft klg d+l;/ k'ifdf ;~rflnt lj/f6 
dxf]T;j af6 klg /+uzfnfsf] d}bfg ljlIfKt 
ePsf] sf/0f hgfO{Psf] 5 . uf]N8sk 
;~rfng gx'g] ePkl5 o;} xKtf b]lv 

/+uzfndf lj/]Gb|lzN8 k'm6an k|ltof]lutf 
/ kmfNu'0f !* b]lv @$ ;Dd ;f] :
yfgdf d]nf nfUg] ePsf] 5 . To;}u/L 
k"jf{~rnsf cGo k|ltli7t k|ltof]lutfx? 
dWo] emfkfsf] lqe'jg d]df]l/on uf]N8sk, 
O6x/Lsf] Åbo]Gb| uf]N8sk / ljtf{df]8df 

;~rfng ul/g] elgPsf] lbk]Gb| d]df]l/on 
uf]N8sk ;~rfng clglirt ePsf] 5 . 

k"jf{~rnsf cGo uf]N8sk gx'g] 

Teams (above) and organisers gear up for the nation's biggest football tournament outside of Kathmandu. (Below) The organis-
ers start building the arena.
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n'gf/ -lrlgofF_ gofF jif{sf] pknIodf 
xªsªsf g]kfnL ;d'bfodf rlr{t Pe/]i6 
km'6an Snjsf] cfof]hgfdf ut hgj/L 
@* / @( tfl/vsf b'O{ lbg ;DkGg 
ePsf] ;]e]g P ;fO8 km'6an k|ltof]lutfdf 
rlr{t 8fod08 km'6an Snjn] lxdfnog 
km'6an SnjnfO{ ! uf]nsf lj?4 $ 
uf]nn] k/flht ub}{ t]>f] g]kfn /lgª sk 
xft kfg{ ;kmn ePsf] 5 . 

lnu sd gscfp6 k|0fflnsf cfwf/df 
v]nfOPsf] g]kfn skdf g]kfnL ;d'bfosf 
( j6f l6dx?n] Ps csf{df k|lt:kwf{ 
u/]sf lyP . b'O{ efudf ljefhg u/
L v]nfOPsf] ;f] v]ndf cfof]hs Pe/]i6 
km'6an Snj P, hd36 km'6an Snj, 
w/fg km'6an Snj, x]O{ x]O{ km'6an Snj 
/ rf}la;f] km'6an Snjn] kf]n …PÚ af6 
k|lt:kwf{ u/]sf lyP . ptf ;d'x …aLÚ 
af6 lxdfnog km'6an Snj, Pe/]i6 
km'6an Snj …aLÚ, r'dn'ª km'6an Snj 
/ 8fod08 km'6an Snjn] k|lt:kwf{ u/]sf 
lyP . 

o'gnª cg lxª l:6«6sf] ;]e]g lkk'n 
km'6an lkrdf ;DkGg ePsf] pQm g]kfn 
/lgª sksf] kmfOgndf k|lt:kwf{ u/]sf 

l6dx?df 8fod08sf] tkm{af6 g/]Gb| lnDa", 
s]d lnDa"n] Ps–Ps uf]n u/]sf lyP . 
lagf]; lnDa"n] eg] cfˆgf] l6dsfnflu @ 
uf]n ub}{ ljho ;'lglZrt u/]sf lyP . 
k/flht ag]sf] lxdfno km'6an Snjsf] 
tkm{af6 Psdfq uf]n ldng 3n]n] u/]sf 
lyP . 

8fod08 km'6an Snjsf g/]Gb| lnDa" pTs[i6 
v]nf8L 3f]lift ePsf] ;f] k|ltof]lutfdf 
u0f]z k'g / s]d lnDa" xfO :sf]//sf] k'/:
sf/ xsbf/ ag]sf lyP . hd36 km'6an 
Snjsf ;ld/ u'?ªn] u/]sf] uf]nn] pgnfO{ 
pTs[i6 uf]n stf{sf] k'/:sf/ lbnfPsf] 
lyof] . k|ltof]lutfdf r'dn'ª km'6an 
SnjnfO{ a]i6 l6d 3f]if0f ul/Psf] lyof] . 
t]>f] :yfgdf eg] cfof]hs Pe/]i6 km'6an 
Snjsf] P 6Ldn] cfˆgf] bfj]bf/L k|:t't 
u/]sf] lyof] . 

ljhoL v]nf8L tyf l6dnfO{ k|d'v cltly :
ofªhf hg ;]jf ;ldltsf cWoIf eQmjxfb'/ 
u'?ªn] k'/:sf/ tyf k|df0f kq ljt/0f ug'{ 
ePsf] lyof] . 

g]kfn /lgª sk 
8fod08sf] kf]N6fdf

ls/ft /fO{ ofof]Vvfn] aif]{gL cfof]hgf 
ub}{ cfPsf] onDa/ elnan /lgª lzN8 
k|ltof]lutfsf] 5}6f}F ;+:s/0fdf klg cGttM 
k'g Snj xªsª ljhoL x'b}F ;jf{lws 
k'/:sf/ /flz !( xhf/ xªsª 8n/ 
;lxt /lgª lzN8 ;bfsfnflu xTofpg 
;kmn ePsf] 5 . o; cl3 k'g Snjn] 
rf}yf] / kfFrf}+ ;+:s/0fdf nuftf/ ljhoL 
k|fKt u/]sf] lyof] . pQm k|ltof]lutfdf 
jfgrfO{ elnan Sna / df]gf elnan 
Snj qmdzM bf]>f] tyf t]>f] :Yffgsf] 
xsbf/ ag]sf lyP . 
 ut @* hgj/Lsf lbg r'gd'g 
a6/ ˆnfO{ aLr elnan d}bfgdf ;DkGg 
ePsf] ;f] 5}6f}F onDa/ elnan /lgª 
lzN8 elnan k|ltof]lutfdf xªsªdf /
x]sf ^ j6f elnan l6dx?n] ;xeflutf 
hgfPsfdf vf]6fª ;]jf ;ldltn] clGtd 
;dodf ;xeflutfsflglDt c;dy{tf 
hgfPsf] lyof] . jfgrfO{ elnan l6dsf 
ljqmd yfkf a]i6 Kn]o/ 3f]lift ePsf] 
pQm k|ltof]lutfdf % j6f l6dn] s8f 
k|lt:kwf{ u/]sf lyP .  k|ltof]lutfdf 
kmfOgndf k|j]z u/]sf] jfgfrfO{ elnan 
l6dn] klxnf] r/0fdf P–kf]naf6 afUn'ª 
kl/jf/ elnan l6dnfO{ k/flht ub}{ 
;]ldkmfOgnsfnflu cfˆgf] :yfg ;'/lIft 
u/]sf] lyof] . ;]ldkmfOgndf afO{ kfP/ 
;f]em} cfPsf] cfof]hs ;+:yfsf] ls/ft /fO{ 
ofof]Vvf elnan l6dnfO{ nuftf/df # ;]6 
k/flht u/L kmfOgnsf ;Ddsf] ofqf to 
u/]sf] lyof] . 
 ptf aL–kf]ndf vf]6fª ;]jf 
;ldltn] xft p7fP kl5 ;]dL kmfOgndf 
;f]em} k|j]z u/]sf] DofUbL cf]e/l;h 

P;f]l;P;gsf] df]gf elnan l6dn] afO{ 
kfP/ ;f]emF} ;]dLkmfOgndf k|j]z u/]sf] 
k'g Snjsf] ;fdgf u/]sf] lyof] . nuftf/ 
# ;]6 v]n cfˆgf] kIfdf kfg{ ;kmn eO{ 
kmfOgndf k'u]sf] k'g Snjn] jfgrfO{n] 
alnof] ljkIfL kfPsf] lyof] . s8f / k|lt:
kwf{Tds v]ndf clGtd ;dodf cfP/ k'g 
Snjn] #–! sf] ljhoL xft kf/]sf] lyof] 
. t]>f] :yfg afx]ssf v]nnfO{ a]:6 ckm 
kmfOesf] k|0fflnsf cfwf/df v]n ;DkGg 
ul/Psf] lyof] . df]gf elnan l6d / ls/
ft /fO{ ofof]Vvf elnan l6dn] t]>f] :
yfgsfnflu k|lt:kwf{ u/]sf lyP . ;kmNtf 
eg] df]gsf] kIfdf uPsf] lyof] . 
 k|yd :Yffg xfl;n u/]sf] k'g 
Snjn] lzN8 Pj+ !% xhf/ 8n/sf ;fy} 
lgoldt ljhoL xfl;n u/]sf] k|yd :
yfgsf] $ xhf/ 8n/ ;lxt !( xhf/ 
lht]sf] lyof] . ptf bf]>f] :yfg xfl;n ug]{ 
jfgrfO{n] # xhf/ 8n/ / t]>f] :yfg 
k|fKt u/]sf] df]gfn] @ xhf/ 8n/ xft 
kf/]sf] lyof] .  
 sfo{jfxs dxfjfl0fHob"t x]dnfn 
e§/fO{ k|d'v cltly /xg' ePsf] pQm 
k|ltof]lutfdf g]kfnL dxf;+3sf cWoIf 
u0f]z Ohd, t]haxfb'/ /fO{ cltlysf] ?kdf 
pkl:yt x'g'x'lGyof] . k|ltof]lutfsf] cGtdf 
x]h]g /fO{, g/xfª /fO{, cDkfo/ hogf/fo0f 
rf}w/L, ls/fof v]ns'bf ;+of]hs lzj/fh 
/fO{, ;Nnfxfsf/ g/hLt /fO{ nufotsf 
AolQmx?n] k'/:sf/ tyf k|df0fkq, d]8n, 
lzN8 Pj+ r]s k'/:sf/ k|bfg ug'{ ePsf] 
lyof] . cWoIf x]hg /fO{n] wGojfb dGtJo 
AoQm ug'{ ePsf] lyof] .

xªsªdf onDa/ /lgª 
lzN8 elnan 

- ANAND KOIRALA
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On Jan. 28, 2006, Nepal 
Seattle Society hosted the first 
ever “NSS Open Table Tennis 
Championship Tournament 
2006” at the University Heights 
Center. A total of 18 players for 
Men’s Single and 3 players for 
Women’s Single participated in 
the tournament, a first of its kind. 
Mr. Sunil Joshi and Ms. Hiroko 
Narimatsu were crowned the 
champions of this tournament for 
the Men’s and Women’s Single. 
And, Mr. Asim Rijal and Ms. Mon-
Fang Mei took the second place. 
Although the organisers received 
an overwhelming response, many 
of the enthusiasts could not take 
part because the deadline for 
participating had already passed. 
However, NSS is planning to 
make this an annual event with 
the second such championship 
ischeduled for Jan. 07. (Source: 
NSS)

Nepal Seattle Society hosts Table Tennis Championship 2006

Winners of the first NSS Table Tennis Championship Tournament held on 28 Jan. 06. 

P
hoto: N

epal S
eattle S

ociey



FEBRUARY 16 - 27, 2006

�

NEPALI AAWAZ |  2�FEBRUARY 16 - 27, 2006

www.bn.com.np

The world is just a click away!

We are living in a fast, modern 
world and yet the irony is, the 
age old adage, ‘a picture is 
worth a thousand words’, still 
holds true. The first impression 
is still the last impression and
IMAGE IS EVERYTHING.

You have to make a mark, 
leave an impression. Your 
logo, stationary, website 
- every little thing is a reflection 
of who you are and what you 
do.

The world has shrunk. 
Geographical barriers no 
longer hold true. There is a 
new world in the making – one 
driven by information.

Do you need a presence? Do 
you want to make a statement, 
an expression?

List it on Nepali 

Aawaz for free or 

contact us for 

advertising details:

718.271.3066  

events@nepaliaawaz.com

Got an event?

 
International distributor wanted for 

Nepalis music and movies. 

Contact: 718 271 3066

www.moonlightrecords.org

Any kind of COMPUTER 
PROBLEMS
Please call DASGUPTA
MSc, MCP, A+ certified 
Professional
Tel: 718 - 899 - 2506
Cell phone: 646- 344- 9954
Email: Shagota@aol.com 
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   Download every 

issue of 

Nepali Aawaz

for free!

www.nepaliaawaz.com

Email: tibetmobile@gmail.com
Address:  37-50, 74St., Jackson Heights, NY 11371
Tel: 718- 205- 2339  and 917- 605- 0973

Tibet Mobile. It’s never been easier to stay in touch, even if you live in or live out!

For the best deals in mobile phones for your family, come down to 

.

We also do money transfer!

Got News?

If you'd like to contribute news about the Nepali diaspora to 

Nepali Aawaz, email us at info@nepaliaawaz.com
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Kumari 
Restaurant & Bar
Call us for your 

catering needs!

911 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

Contact:
Mohan Thapa

Tel: 410- 547- 1600
Cell: 410- 493- 3848
Fax: 410- 547- 8388

Email: 
mlsnepal@yahoo.com

www.kumaribaltimore.com



�

2� | NEPALI AAWAZ FEBRUARY 16 - 27, 2006 FEBRUARY 16 - 27, 2006

13-05 43rd Avenue, L.I.C. NY 11101
(Off 21st Street)

Tel: 718-784-8484/ 1144 (booking) / 784-7444 (restaurant)
Fax: 718-784-3660


