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NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

Arik Moran recently completed a D.Phil in History at the University of 
Oxford. His research concerns the formation of communal identities in the 
West Himalayas in the 18-19th centuries, changes in social and political 
culture among Rajput elites against the backdrop of British expansion and 
oral epic traditions. He is currently working on a project on social memory 
in oral traditions in Himachal Pradesh

Gérard Toffin is Senior Research Fellow (Directeur de recherche) at CNRS, 
Paris. He has specialized in the anthropology of Nepal since 1970, after 
studying at the Sorbonne and at the École des Hautes Études en Sciences 
Sociales (EHESS) in Paris. His work on Nepal has particularly focused on 
two groups: the Newars of the Kathmandu Valley, and the Tamangs in the 
west of the country. He has authored a dozen books and many articles 
on material culture, kinship, politics, economy, religion, theatre, and the 
writing of social anthropology, among other topics. He was the director of 
the Centre d’Etudes Himalayennes from 1985 to 1994.

Mara Malagodi is a Postdoctoral Associate in the South Asia Department 
and a Teaching Fellow in the School of Law at SOAS, University of London. 
Her research concentrates on Nepali law and politics with a comparative 
South Asian perspective.

Sam Cowan is a retired British general who knows Nepal well through 
his Gurkha connection and extensive trekking across the country over 
many years.

Ian Martin served in Nepal as Representative of the UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights (May 2005-August 2006), Personal Representative 
of the Secretary-General for support to Nepal’s peace process (August 
2006-February 2007) and Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General 
in Nepal and head of the UN Mission in Nepal (February 2007-February 
2009).




