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Publications of Michael Aris 
an ~xhallstil'e bibliography 

Books and monographs 

Bhutan: The Early History of a Himalayan Kingdom. WarminSler: Aris and 
Phillips. and New Delhi: Vikas. 1979. 378p maps. ills. ISBN 0-85668-082-6 

Views of l\'ledieval Bhutan: The d iary and drawings of Samuel Davis, 1783. 
London: Serindia, and Washington D.e.: The Smithsonian Institution. 1982. 
124p ills. ISBN 0-906026-10-5 

Sources for the History of Bhutan Wiener Studien zur Tibetologie unci Bud
dhismuskunde. Hefll4: Arbeitskreis fiirTibetische und Buddhistische SlUdien 
Universitiit Wien, Vienna, 1986.203p 

Hidden Treasures and Secret Lh'cs : A study of Pemalin gpa (1450·J521) and 
the Sixth Dalai Lama (1683.1706). Shimla: Indian Institute of Advanced Study 
and Delhi etc.: Motilal Banarsidass, 1988;; London and Nf:w York: Kegan Paul 
International, 1989. 289p ISBN: 0710 30328 9 

The Ral'en Crown: The origins of Buddhist monarc.hy in Bhutan. London: 
Serindia Publications. 1994. 160p map. bibliog. ISBN: 0-906026-32-6. 

'Jigs-nled.gllng-pa's ' Discourse on India' of 1789: A critltal edition and ~nno
tated translation of the lHo·phyogs rgya-gar-gyi glam brlag-pa brgyad.kYI 
me.follg Tokyo: International Institute for Buddhist Studies, Studia Philologica 
Buddhica, Occasional Paper Series 9, 1995. 88p ISBN 4·906267-37-8. 

Edited works and collections 

Tibetal! SII/dies in HOllour of HI/gh RichardSOIl: Proceedings of the International 
Seminar on Tibe tan Swdies, Oxford 1979 Co-edited, with Aung San Suu Kyi. 
Warminster: Aris and Phillips. and New Delhi: Vikas, 1980. 368p ills. ISBN 

0-85668-190·3 
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Freedom/ram Fear and Other Writings by Aung San Suu Kyi. Edited with an 
Introduction; Foreword by V3:day Have!. Harmondsworth and New York: Viking 
and Penguin. 1991; editions also planned or already published in Burmese. Japa
nese, Indonesian, Thai, Korean, Chinese, French, German. Spanish, Italian, Portu
guese, Dutch, Greek, and Norwegian: 2nd edn. with a Foreword by Desmond Tutu 
(Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1995) First edn. : 416p ISBN 0-14-017089-8 Second 
edn.: 4l9p ISBN 0-14·025317-3 

Bulletin of the Dep<Jrtmelll of Sanskrit and Indian Studies, Harvard University. 
Special issue on 'Aspects of the Tibetan Heritage', 11/3 (1992). Guest editor (with 
a Preface). 

lAmas, Princes, and Brigands: Joseph Rock 's photographs of the Tibelan border
lands 0/ China, Editor (with a contribution on 'The Tibetan Borderlands'), with 
the assistance of Patrick B002 and contributions by S. B. Sutton and Jeffrey 
Wagner, New York: China Institute in America, 1992. 141p ISBN 0 295-97209-2 

Cuemonies of the Lhasa Year by Hugh Richardson. Edited. London: Seri ndia, 
1993. 133p ills. ISBN 0906026-29-6 

Bhutall : Aspects o/culture and developmem. Co-edited, with Michael Hut!. 
Gartmore: Kiscadale Publications, 1994. 216p map. ISBN 1-870838·17·3 

High Peaks, Pure Earth: Collected writings 011 Tibetall his/ory alld culture by 
Hugh Richardson. Editor, wi th an Introduction. London: Serindia. 1998. 790p 64 
ps. of plates. ills. maps. ISBN 0-906026-46-6 

Articles etc. 

Tibetan Technology and the West'. Bul/elin ofTibetology VIJ1(1969), pp. 15-19. 
[appendix of BA dissertation on 'Scientific Exchange Between Europe and the Far 
East, 1600 - 1750' ) 

'Report on the University of California Expedition to KUlang and Nubri in North· 
ern Nepal in Autumn 1973', ComributiOlls to Nepalese Studies IlI2 (1975), pp. 
45-87. 

, "The Admonition of the Thunderbolt Cannon-ball" and its Place in the Bhulanese 
New Year Festival'. Bulletill of the School o/Oriell/al and A/rican Studies 
XXX1X13 (1976), pp. 601-35. 
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'Jamyang Khyentse's "Brief Discourse on the Essenc~ of All the Wa~s": A Work 
of the Ris.med Movement'. Kailash: A Journal of Hlmolayon StudIes VI) (1977), 

pp. 205-28. 

'Some Considerations on the Early History of Bhutan'. In Martin Srauen ~nd .. 
Per Kvrerne (eds.), Tibetan Studies (Zurich: Volkerkundemuseum der Umversltiit 

Zurich, 1978). pp. 5-38. 

' Imroduction' 10 Au.tobiographies a/Three Spiritual Mastus of Kwang: lives 
of Padma-don-grub, Padma-dbang- 'dIIS, and Pad"!a_fhun_grub.(O_rg}'an_~sran_ 
azill), rNllying-ma-pa religious figures from Nllbrr and KutOllg In Nepal,{f1ve .. 
Tibetan texts in facsimile}. pp. \-7. Thimphu: Kunsang Topgay and Man! DorJI, 
1979. 

A Brief Guide /0 the Buddhist Monasteries and Royal Castles of Ladakh by 
Thubstan Paldan. Translated, with a Foreword. Nanjangud, Karnataka. 1976; 
revised edn. New Delhi: Golden Printers. 1982. 

'Sacred Dances of Bhutan'. NaTUral History: Journal of the American Museum of 
NaTUral History LXXXIXl3 (1980) 

"Notes on the History of the Mon-yul Corridor'. In M;ichael Arts and Aun~ San 
Suu Kyi (eds.), Tibetan Swdies in Honour of HI/gh Rlcllardson: Pr~ceedmgs .of 
the Inter/IQtiollal Seminar on Tibetan Swdies, Oxford 1979. Wanmnster: Am 
and Phillips, and New Delhi: Vikas, 1980. Pp. 9-20. 

'Resources for Tibetan Studies at Oxford'. Bedleion Library Record Xl6 pp. 

368-75 (1982) 

'A Preliminary Survey of the Photographic Records of Bhutan, 1864-1949, Pre
served in the United Kingdom' (unpublished, 1985; 49 pp.). 

, '"'The Boneless Tongue": Alternative \'oices from Bhutan in the .conte~l of Lamaist 
societies'. Past and Present, no. liS (May 1987), p 131-64. Reprinted In P. Baner
jee and S. K. Gupta (eds.), Man, Society an~ Naw~e (Indian ~nstitute of Advanced 
Studies Occasional Papers no. I , New Delhi : Moulal Banarsldass, 1988) 

'New Light on an Old Clan of Bhutan: The sMyos-rabs of Bl~-ma gSan-s~ags·. 
In Helga Uebach and Jampa L. Panglung (eds.), Tibetan Swd,es: Proceedmgs 
oJ lire 4th Seminar of tire International AssOci.(lIion for Tibetan SlU~ies, Sell.loss 
Hohenkammer- /I'l!lI1ich, 1985 (Studia Tibetlca, Quellen und Studten zur Tlbet
ische Lexicographie, Band ll). Munich: Kommission fur Zentralasiatische Studien, 
Bayerische Akademie der Wissenschaften, 1988. Pp. 15-24. 
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'The Temple-Palace of gTam-zhi ng as Described by its Founder'. Am AsiaIiques 
XLlIl (1988), pp. 33-9. 

'Bhutan: Internal development and relations with outside powers to 1952'. In 
Fronds Robinson (ed.), Cambridge Encyclopedia oJ India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan and the Maldi ves. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 1989. Pp. 161A. 

'Comment' Ion radiocarbon dating of lCang sGang-kha wall paintings]. In R.E.M. 
Hedges et al. , "Radiocarbon Dates from the Oxford AMS System: Archaeometry 
Datelist 9", Archaeomelry XXX/2 (1989) 

'Man and Nature in the Buddhist Himalayas'. In Charles Ramble and N.K. Rus
tomji (eds.), Himalayan Environment alld Culture. Simla: Indian Institute of 
Advanced Study. and Delhi: Indus, 1990. Pp. 85-101. 

'On the Revival of Traditional Scholarship in Bhutan'. In Tadeusz Skorupski 
(ed.), [ndo-Tibetan Studies: Papers in honour of Professor David L. Snellgrol'e's 
eonlriblltionto Indo-Tibetan Studies. Buddhica Britannica, Series Continua ii: 
Insti tute of Buddhist Studies, Tring, 1990. Pp. 23-8. 

'The Buddhist Monasteries and Rituals of Tibet: A unique view from within' 
(abstract). Hima/ayan Research Bulletin, XIIII·2 (1992), p. 126. 

'Opening Remarks' to Aung San Suu Kyi, Towards a Trll e Refuge: The Joyce 
Pearce memorialleclllre. University of Oxford, Refugee Studies Programme: 
Perpetua Press. 1993. Pp. 10-11. 

'A Trnnshimalayan Medley'. The Lawrie JOllmal (Winter 1993) 

'India and the British According to a Tibetan Text of the Later Eighteenth Cen
tury'. In Per Kvaerne (ed.), Tibetan Sl!ldies: Proceedings of the Sixth Seminar of 
the IflIernaIional AssOCiationfor Tibetan Stlldies, Fagemes 1992. Institute for 
Comparative Research in Human Culture, Oslo, 1994. Pp. 7-15. 

'Textiles, TeXIS and Context: The Cloth and Clothing of Bhutan in Historical 
Perspective'. In Diana K. Myets and Susan S. Bean (eds.), From the Land of the 
Thunder Dragon: Textile arts oJ Bhutan. London and Salem, Mass.: Serindia and 
Peabody Essex Museum, 1994. Pp. 23-46. 

'Conflict and Conciliation in Traditional Bhutan'. In Michael Huu (ed.), Bhuta,,: 
Perspectives Of! cOIIJlicI and djssem. Gartmore: Kiscadale Asia Research Series 
no 4, 1994. Pp. 21-42. 
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'Himalayan Encounters', In Samlen Karmay and Philippe Sagant (eds.), L~s hobi
(QnlS du roil du mOlZd~: Ti/ur ~t Himalaya. En hommage d Aluandu W. Macdon· 
aid. Nanterre: Societe d'eth nologic., 1997. Pp. 179-188. 

'Foreword' to Oan Martin. Tibetan Histories: A bibliography a/Tibetan.language 
historicalll'orks /is/ed chronologically according to their dales of composition. 
London: Serindia, 1997. Pp. 9-12. 

'Foreword' to Ale" McKay, Tibet and the British Raj: Thefrollliercodre. J904·4Z 
London: Curzon. 1997. Pp. vii-x. 

'Buddhist Emblems of Sacred and Secular Power', No~'a (Autumn 1997) 

Articles on George Bogie. Samuel Davis. and Samuel Turner forthcoming in the 
New Dictionary of National Biography. Oxford University Press. 

Projects in progress a t his death on 27tb !\'1arch 1999 

(I) A study of the life of the Bengali Buddhist pandit Vanaratna (1384-1468). 

(2) Edition and revised translation of the Royal Chronicle of Sikkim composed by 
Thulob Namgyal and Yeshe Drolma. 1908. 

(3) A study of the \'emacu larepics of Bhutan. 

(4) Edition and translation of the Bhutanese chronicle of relations between Bhutan 
and Nepal. c. 1870. 

(5) Edition and translation of the chronicle of the Brogpa people of Mera-Sakteng 
in Eastern Bhutan. c. 1730. 

(6) A facsi mile edition and commentary on the 'Wise CoJ1eclion' of Tibetan 
picture-maps and drawings of Tibetan ceremonies and festivals. c. 1860, preserved 
in the British Library. London. 

Announcements 

A report on the 5t.11 Hirnalayan Languages Symposium 

Katbmandu, Nepal, September 13t.11_15 t.11, 1999. 

About the Symposium 
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For the first time, the Himalayan Languages Symposium was held in Nepal, 
in the very heart of the Himalayas, the home of lesser-known indigenous 
languages which are in urgent need of documentation and linguistic analy
sis. This has been a unique opportunity for scholars from East and West 
to exchange their views and establish closer scholarly contacts for futu re 
research. 

This year's symposium was held at the Kathmandu Guest House in the heart 
of Kathmandu's tourist area. The symposium was joi ntly sponsored by the 
Central Department of Linguistics, Tribhuvan University, the Royal Nepal 
Academy, and the Linguistic Society of Nepal. 

The Permanent Secretariat for this annual Symposium is maintained at 
Leiden University in the Netherlands. Previously. the Himalayan Languages 
Symposium has been convened at Leiden, Noordwijkerhom; Santa Barbara, 
California; and Pune, India. 

The symposium programme 

A call ror papers was sent out to over 160 scholars in various countries of the 
Americas, Europe and Asia who arc engaged in research on Subjects related 
to Himalayan languages and language communities. The 3-day symposium 
Covered topics including the description of previousl), undescribed languages, 
historical and comparative studies, Himalayan languages in theoretical and 
typological perspective, sociolinguistics and ethnolinguist ics, lang uage plan
ning, and the prehistory of Himalayan language commun ities. The symposium 
programme was published, and included information on the organization or 
academ ic sessions, the ti tles and subject areas of presentations, and the 


