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REVIEW ARTICLES 

Ecological Crisis and Social Movements 
in the indian Himalayas 

Anlje Linkenbach 
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According to the conventional 
academic division of labour Himalayan 
ecology was traditionally studied by natunL1 
scientists. esp. gcogrBphcn. who focussed 
their research on the climatic. geophysical 

and hydrological conditions and the flora 
and fauna of the Himalaya as a mountainous 
ecosystem. Hwnan beings were seenjust as 
one part of the subject of human ecology. 
The research of anthropologists and histo
rians, on the other hand, focussed on the cui· 
ture, economy and history of the hill 
communities and showed little interest in 
ecological issues. 

lntbelasl few yean a critical discourse 
on environmental problems in the Hima· 
layas has emerged, bringing together natural 
and social scientists who are now playing a 
central role in ecological debates in lndia. In 
the following review I shall present some 
stimulating, and occasionally controvenial. 
publications concerning ecological and 
social clwlge in the western pan of the 
Indian Himalaya (UttaBkhand) as weU IS 

peoples' responses to these changes. The 
focus is on soc:io-historical approaches. but 
an imponant debate on linkages between 
parts of the natural ecosystem will also be 
briefly mentioned. 

The ecoloclcaJ debale in India 
In the last decade a steadily growing 

. ecologicalawmness in aU partsoflndiacan 
be observed, which has to be scen as me 
result of an intensifying discourse on 
environmental changes and their impact on 
the people. In this context special attention 
has been given to the basic natural resources 
• forests, soil, water and air . Oneofthemain 
issues of the envirorunenta1 debate is not 
only to identify their state of deteriorationor 
degradation. but also to discovet the 
preconditiorui and reasons for the degrada
tion, as weU as the resultant consequences 
fot man and nature. The discussion, there· 
fore. centers on problems. such as forest 
decline, soil erosion. decline of soil fertility, 


