
tional Nepali Pandit. This may be useful 
in a basic approach to the language or as 
a compleme ntary component for 
advanced learners. A know ledge of 
Nep aJi for theoret ical or practical 
purposes has been feil ever since the 
belinning of the interest in the Him a
layan region. Especially anthropolOgists 
working on Nepal are sooner or later 
faced with the necessity of knowing 
Nepali. The courses are condu cted by 
enthusiastic and academically qualified 
native teachers. 

The courses in Nepali are of a 
muimum two-year duration, the 
courses in Tibeta n and Sansk.rit of one
year. The introduction of second year 
courses for Tibetan and Sanskrit is 
currently under considera tion . Each 
year is divided into two semesters at the 
end of which elaminations are held . For 
successfu l part.icipation in each one
ye ar term a ce rtifica te equalling twenty 
credit hours is issued. A regular visi t of 
the classes. held five time s per week (or 
two hours, is nece ssary (or forma l and 
academic reasons. 

All adult bona fide learners are 
eligible (or adm ission. Permission 10 
reside in the co untry at persona l r is k (or 
the period o( the course is granted to the 
succe ssful applicants by the Nepa lese 
im migration authorities. The present 
v isa fee is 60 US Dollar per annum . 

The nel I ter m starts on A ugust I st. 
1992 and will end In june/July 1993. 
The course (ee for the term 1992193 
amounts to approximately 250 US Dollar 
or equivalent (oreign exchange. 
Requests should be malled to: The 
Campus Chie(, Campus of International 
Languages , Tribhuvan University. 
Pradarsani Marga , Kathmandu . Nepal. 

Manfred Treu 

so 

PUBLICATIONS 

Himalaya Environmen t and De 
ve lo pment: Twelve Years o( 
Research 

The study on Himalay an ecology has a 
long project trad ition In the Depart · 
mentofGeography at the UniverSity of 
Berne , Switzer land . Since 1979 
numerous projects have been under ' 
taken on variou s regions and theme s, 
but always turning around the same 
basic questions: What are the mos t 
important natural processes within 
the Himalayan ecological sys tem ? 
What is the human impact on these 
processes and what are the ecological 
consequences for the fUlure planninG 
towards susta inable development , 
especially with regard to the use of 
natural resources? Many of these 
studies took place in collaboration with 
United Nations Univer sity as well as 
local partners in the Hima laya n states. 

A forthcoming volume "Himalaya 
Environment and Deve lopm ent"· 
edited by B.Messerl i. T.Hofer and 
S.Wymann will summarise the results 
of the Bernese Himalayan research and 
at the same time anticipate future 
activ it ies. 

Chap ters included : Regionalizatlon 
of the Himalaya , WYSS. M: The Him 
alayan -Lowland interact ive syste m: 
Do land- use changes in the mountains 
trfect the plains? LAUTERBURG , A.: 
Deforestation-changing discharge a nd 
increasing fl oods: Myth or r ealllY? 
HOFER. T.: Forest change s in the Ind ian 
Himalaya . KUSTER . H-J : Mountain hal
ards mapping in Nepal's Middle Moun 
tains. Mapsof land use and geomorphic 
damage (Reprint). KIENH OLZ. H .. HAF
NER. H .. SCHNEIDER, G .. T AMRAKAR . R.: 

Mapping of mou ntain hazards and 
slope stab ility (Reprinl). KIENH OLZ. H .. 
SCHNEIDER, Go, BICHSEL. M .. GRUNDER , 
M .. MooL. P.: Mountain hazard s map 
ping in the Khumbu Himal. Nepal. with 
prototype map. scale 1:50' 000 
(Reprint). ZIMMERMANN. M .. BICHSEL, 
M .. KIENHOLZ.. H.: The Langmoche 
flas h-flood, Khumbu Himal , Nepal 
(Repr int). VUICHARD. D .. ZIMMER
MANN. M.: The 1985 cataslrophic 
drainage oC a moraine -d ammed lak e. 
Khumbu HimaJ. Nepal: Cause and con
sequences (R{~print). VUICHARD, D .. 
ZIMMERMANN', M.: Jalkini Area: An 
analysis of ch anges in land use and 

" 
geomorholog ical damage between 
1979/80 and 1988 and a general 
in trod Uction to the agricultural syste m 
of jalkini. BOSSH ART. U.: Lan d use 
changes and soil fertil ity status In 
s mall watershed in the Middle Hi lis of 
Nep al: Signs of pressure. WYMANN. So, 
The greening of the Siw alik Himalayas 
MUKERj I, A.B. (Chandigarh). 

The volume will be pub lished 
early 1992 and can be Obtained from 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft GEOGRAPH ICA 
BERNENS IA. HallerSlrasse 12,CH-30 12 
Bern . Price is apprO! . 30 Sfr. 

Th . Bofe r , B. Messerli &,. S. Wymann 


