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FOREWARD

In the following pages is presented a critical edi-
tion of Acarya Dignaga's ( Dinnaga) famous work
Alambanapariksa along with its Sanskrit commentaries,
Tibetan texts and English translation by Prof. N.Aiyas-
wami Sastri, a distinguished scholar in the domain of
Buddhist philosophical studies.

Considering the very paucity of such a kind of text
we have thought it advisable to publish this book in
our Quarterly Journal for the benefit of those interested
in the Indian Logic.

The text was first rendered into Sanskrit f{rom its
Tibetan version and published in the Adyar Library
Series, Madras (Tamil Nadu), 1941.

Dignagacarya was very likely Kalidasa’s contemporary,
who flourished between 400 and 550 A.D. Dignaga who
flourished towards the end of the fifth century A.D.
was a noted dialectician. He is regarded as the father
of Indian logic.

Dignaga was first an exponent of Mahayana Vijna-
navada. There are at least nine treatics to his credit.
They are: Abhidharmakosamarmapradipa, Astasahasrika-
prajnaparamita, Alambanapariksa, Trikalapariksa, Hetu-
cakradamaru, Nyayamukha, Pramanasamuccaya, Prama-
nasamuccayavritti and Nyayapravesa, excepting the first
and the last, not a single one has come down to us
in original Sanskrit. His magnum opus is, however, the
Pramanasamuccaya, wherein he establishes the Vijnana-
vada philosophy, only fragments of this work have been
quoted by the Hindu logicians.



The inordinate delay in printing the book is due
to a woeful lack of scripts concerned in the press. It
is, therefore, regrettable in the extreme.

Lastly, T must thank the Gangtok Press, Gangtok,
for undertaking the publication of this text.

Anukul Chandra Banerjee

Gangtok,
1.9. 82
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PREFATORY NOTE

The ALAMBANAPARIKSA of DIGNAGA was
first rendered into Sanskrit from its Tibetan version and
published by me in the Adyar Library series in 1941.
I have now added to it the Tika of Vinitadeva also
rendering into Sanskrit from its Tibetan version. Dharma-
pala’s Tika has now been revised in the light of two
sub-commentaries in Chinese and included in this volu-
me. It is hoped that this publication may benefit scho-
lars of the subject as it has been provided with the
Tibetan Texts in their original forms of both the text
and the Tika for ready reference.

Lastly, I should like to offer my grateful thanks to
the authorities of the Sikkim Research Institute of
Tibetology, Gangtok for publishing my present volume
in the Bulletin of the Institute.

N. A. Sastri
Santiniketan

5.4.80
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