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GOONGDA WOOLA 
DISCONTINUED 

WFP TO CONTINUE ASSISTANCE REI'IEW MARKS 
THREE YEARS 

The Royal Government has !tIl­
nounced the d iscontinuation o f 
compulsory labour conscriptio n 
under the system o f gOOffgda 
woola from 1996. Each house­
hold was required to contribute 
IS man days of labour under thiS 
system adopted in 1988. 

Labour conscnption, com ­
mon in W1y fe udal society, h as 
been in fo rce in different forms 
thoroughout Bhutanese history. 
At il5 mOB! o ppre9Slve, during the 
1960s, peo p le were requ ired to 
contribute one perso n fo r one 
month of labour on ro tatio n basiS 
forevery3 adul ts ( 17 toSS years); 
IhlS meant that onc. me mber III 11 

f.amily of three wo uld be CO II­

SCripted to work cOl1linuo us ly 
Ihroughoutthe year. Ttlls was Ihe 
pcnod when SltutaneSl': first Wit­
nessed forced migralion. as 

people, espeCial ly fro m the south 
and easl, unable 10 both fulfil 
labour obligatio ns and lend the 
land, were forced to mig ra te out 
o f the cou ntry. 

Although the compulsor y 

form of labour conseTlp tion has 
been phased out · qU Ite likely 111 
response 10 concerns expressed 

World Food Programme (WFP), 

the food aid arm of the United 

Nllllons recently IUllIounct:d ad­

ditional assistance to Bhutanese 

refugees In Nepal. WFP Country 

Director Qua:.u I-I. I la<lue and 

Nepalese Foreign Sec retary 

K. B.Shresthastg ncd an agreement 

in K athmandu on December 10, 

1995 , }"ns SChUlhcs, Ihe RegIonal 

DIH.clor o fWFP was also present 

o n the occasion. 

Under the agrecmelll, WFP 

will prOVide 2<}, 751 me tnc lonsof 

n ee, 3.942 tons o f pulse"" 1.696 

10115 o f vegetahle 011. 1,393 Ions 

o f sugar and 3 ,048 lon~ o f blended 

food. The food lud valued al USS 

16.3 nullion WIll meet the needs 

o f 9Q,(K)() rc fu gees III the eight 

IJNI IC R adnllnlslered camps III 

easte rn Nepal for 11 period of two 

yelU"! starling from Decemher I , 

by some governments, nOlably the 
Umted S lales - various Olher fo rms 
o f fTce "voluntary"labour contn­

OOllo n5, mcludmg VWblO le .. "" 
sull remruo. 

GEDU PLYWOOD FACTORY SHUT DOWN 
In a deal touted as It "swap for 

natu re", the Roynl Govemment 

of Bhulan managed to obtain a 

USS4.0 39 nullion grant from the 

Netherlands governlllClII to close 

down the Gedu Wood Manufac­

turing Corpora tio n (GWM C). The ' 

grant wilt be used by the Royal 

GovernmCll l lo pay o ff outs tand­

Ing loans to the K UWlIJt l Fund fo r 

Arab EconomIc Development 

( KFAED) and the B allk o f Bhutan, 

GWMC was establ ished as 

a fully government-owned enter­

pnse i.n 1982 thro ugh 11 loan from 

KFAED and a s ubs tan tial g rant 

contribution fro m Un; led Natio ns 

Development ProgranllTle 

(UNDP). DeSpite defimtc knowl­

edge aboul the proJecfs non- vI­

ability _ many Foreslry offiCial s 

openly questioned the validny of 

Ihe projected s tock o f aVllllable 

timber-the enterpnse was pushed 

Ihrough by offic\lt.!s wi!.h vc!sled 

interests . Not unexpectedly, the 

projec t was beset by problems 

from the very beginning. The fac­

wry moslly opera led at less than 

IS per cent o f liS capacity, aI_ 

tho ugh during m onltonng vis its 

by represcntatlvest')f KPAED!tIld 

UNDP. Ihe planl o pera ted at full 

CDPDCUy for aday or tWO through 

CII ..... material slocks collec ted over 

mt')nths for such occasions. 

Despite the enterpnse's fail­

ure to earn enough 10 cover even 

Ihe operating COSIS, addlllollal in­

VC>1lmellls were mexplleably made 

fo r a m assIve Jomery Unit . The 

e nure operatlOlls were dependent 

on expensIve capllve power gen­

e raled On the preuuse s. 

In a " wise" move the plan t 

waspnvauzed In 19<>OJust asgnd 

power In one-twentlelh the cosl of 

capll" e power became avai lable 

to the fac lOry and when the gov­

ernment CorporatIOn, ut lll"£lng 

government resources, had fI nally 

succeeded i ll establash!!l!!: a ne l­

w ork o f fo rest roDds for easier 

eXl,rllCIIOU of raw mate rial from 

thechfficulllcnalll . Pe rhnps It was 

only coinc Idental th .. " Ihe new 

"owners" happened to be the new 

royal family , M oney wa.~ nO! a 

majo r fac tor as the 

Bhutan Urged to Introduce Reforms 
In a lelter to H is M aj esty King J'gme SlIIgye W !tIlijehuck. J ust ice 
V .R .Knshna lye r o f £ndla has caJleJ fo r the e stnbhshmCllt o f a CO IIS\l ­
tutional monlU"chy in Bhutan With due respec t fur Demucraey and 
Human RJghtl . "Whatevcrthepast, the future mus t be m ou lded to g rnnt 
s tablhty to the Bhutanese Kingdom by a process o f ac tualIsatio n of 
human righls by all Bbutanese people. includlllg those It\' ing 111 eXIle in 
Nepal and other neig hbourhoods", wntes Jus \lce Iye r. 

Ne w York-based Alliance for Democracy and Human Rights III 
NepaJ (ADH RN) has also wrillen to the Bhutanese King to seek '" brave 
and anucable solutlo ll"" alld to Introduce lIecessary democratIC refo rm s 
that will serve to "strengthe n the lIIi lltullo n of monarchy and brlllg 
stability and pro~perity 10 Bhutan." See LETTERS puge.1 

1995 . Supplemcntary food WIll 

also be prOVIded to 7,200 ,x:ople 

ident, fi ed as vulnerable to mal· 

nu tnllon . 

TIle d lstnbu\lon o f baSIC 

food conunodltics IS done by the 

Nepa l Red Cross SocIe ty (dId the 

supple m entary food by Save the 

Children Fu nd (SCF/UK). 

Out o f the to tal assistance, 

1,500 Ions of rice IS earmarked 

for food -for-work progr:lIlunes 

IIIvOIVlOg local communllU,S and 

refugees, and IS aimed 10 bem,r,1 

Ihe 10e1l1 people III lhe vicllmyof 

the Bhutllncse refugce cllmps 

I ils MIIJes ty·s Govern ment u f 

Nepal has a lso agreed to contrib­

ute USS200,OOO. 

III .tnother development. 

c larifying reports appearing 111 

Ihe local Nepalese medlll , the 

Uniled N Ullons l-h gh COlll/llIS-

sioner fOI Refugees (UNH C R ) 

o ffice III K lllhmandu dCUlcd there 

would be a m aJnrcut III the assls-

131ICe 10 Bhutanese refugees m 

Nepal . COmlllCnltng on Ihe ISSUe, 

a UNI IC R spokesman is quoled 

as saytng "UNI ICR beheves thal 

eXlst lllg levels o f assislance in the 

camps arc appropriate and should 

be maintained ," "We are confi ­

dentthat the ass Istance operatJon 

will be adequ alely funded through 

the elld o f 1996," Ihe spokesper­

son funher added. 

Wlllle 50llle adjustmellt s 

nught need 10 be m ade in futurcas 

It result o f clIlCc!!:encies in o the r 

parts of the world putting addl­

tJ onal p ressure on Ihe UNHC R, 

the refugee agency does no t fore­

see a draSlicchange m the present 

levcl o f ass Is tance to Bhutanese 

refugecs in Nepal. 

ThiS issue of The Bh'ftaff R~"~,,, 

marks the complellOf'l of Ihree 

years of regular pub lica tion. 

Stran ge as il Illay seem, R~vuw is 

the only regu lar DhutanellC publi­

callo n apan from IheGovcrnment 

controlled weekly Ku~nsd pub­

Its hed in Thimphu . 

lbree years ago, wc pub­

lIshed the firs l is~ue o f the R~"i~", 

w ith lite express obJOCII ve of moul­

dlllg the paper 10 become 11 plat­

fo rm of COns tntc llve dissent. In 

our contmuing s truss le foedema­

crallC eefonTiS and fundamental 

frecdo ms in Bhutan, we hope that 

tI has progressed towards becom ­

IIIg the reprellCnla tive VOice of al l 

d iSSidents, with III and o utsIde 

Bhulan. In Ihe days ahead, w c 

look fOIWard to the continued in­

teres t and support o f a ll o ur read­

crs. 

DNC CALLS FOR A DEMOCRATICALLY ELECTED GOVERNMENT 
The Oru k Nallo na l ConK ress 

(ONC) o rganized a Press Confer­
e ll"e III New Delhi 0 11 l)ceemhcr 

14, 1995. C OlllcidelH lllly . 

El hu 1!l lIese h)te'sn M IIllste r J)a wa 

T serlllg also happened to be In the 

IndIan caplla l attending Ihe meel­

illS o f SA A RC ForeIgn M lllIs teu 

comlllelnorlltmg 10 years of the 

A $SOClatlOIl. ·Ibe O NC Press COII­

ferenee addressed by pa rty C lulI r­

man Ronglhong Kunley DocJi WItS 

well attended. 

S latmg that the medla shou l­

den "the responslbiltty n f pro­

tec t illS elieh and cvcry IIKII Vidua l's 

right to mfo rInatlon _ the righ t 10 

the truth··, the Party hIghli gh ted 

Iheactual stateofarfalts In Dhtllan , 

" Ins ldc thal cocoon o f " fallllUlY 

k,ngdom, IS the s tar-k re.lhly; .. 

nallon of o ppressed people l,VIng 

In tcrn)r. Cheated of whallS nght­

fully Ihc lrs, Ucreft of Ihal 1.1: 1 ~ le 

hUIIUUI d,glllty. and yet un.t"le t,~ 

express their pam for fear of dire 

consequences", said Ihe ONC 
C h airman . li e ab .. :;-aid that 

"voices r:1l ~ed 1\1 pro tes t, or Just 10 

beg for a h.:tlCr lIfe IS StlOed so 

ruthlcssly and vlolelllly that Its 

no t Jus t the protesters who arc 

imprisoned, tortured and mur­

dered, even theIr families, next o f 

Ion and f riend s arc Vic timised in 

s imilar fa shIon:· 

H ighlightIng one o f the age 

o ld problem s 111 the country, 

Kunley DorJI saId Ihatthe ··penple 

are s till compelled 10 conscTtpt 

for forced labour" and fu rther 

addcd Ihat "even children arc not 

spared and defauh.:u arc fined or 

IlIlprtsoncd , o r both." 

The DNC Chamn311 also 

spoke aboullhe little-known prob­

lem of Bhuta nese refugees in In­

d,a parltcularl Yllltheelllilern s tate 

of Arunachlll l'l"Ildes h and in Ncpal 

and aplly sUlIlnlllrizcd Ihe s ilun-

lion IIIs idc thecoui1It"Y thus: "Few 

tho ugh, have kno wledge of the 
,.e~t who ~'lenlly /t u(fe! "'illlin. " 

During Ihe course o f intcr­

IIc tlOIl With the media, !.he party 

II.lso highlighted efforts made by 

the Royal Govemmcntlo proJcct 

the currenl cris is as 1111 e thnic prob­

lem. lbe ONC ChaIrman said that 

th is was a strategy o f Ihe govern­

ment to divert people's attention . 

1·le at tributed lhe '·peacc and har­

lOony among the Bhulallese 

people·' belonging lodlfferen t e th­

nic groups as the "su-onge.st fea­

tu re of our nationhood .·' 

While prOlestm g Ihe tyran­

IlIc n! attitude of thc regi me, the 

DNC clI.lled upon the Royal G ov­

ernment to respecl the Ulliversal 

~cllIIation of H uma n R.ghl$ in 

II~ to la!tty and elllphasized Ihe 

need of democralic tnSlilutions 

and ademocra tically elected gov­

cmllleut to pro lect these nghts. 
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A !lilverstatueof S habdrung l igme Dorji, thesil!. th mind incarnation 

ofShabdrung Ngawang Namgyal , was instal led with much fanfMe 

fit Tlllo monastery on November 23. According to K"ense!, the 

ceremony in which the rd'yal fflmily took full part, "will go down lIS 

flaignificllnt event in Bhutanese history." 

Surely thue is something ami", 
From the time Sha~ng Ngawang NllITIgyal's legflcy of 

theocratic rule in Bhutan made way for hereditary absolute monar­

c hy in 1907 through an "electoral" proceu we Me now repefltedly 

told - there has been nO dearth of attempts o n the part o f rulcrs to 

fortify and further strengthen their position by drnwing upon sym ­

bolic clements of the former inst itution. Sillce the greater part of 

political power and authority ill theocracy was naturally intrinsi­

cflliy tIed to and emanated from re lig ion, in the efforts to enhance i t~ 
o wn legitim.acy, hereditary monarchy was forced to try and usurp 

functions of the Shabdrung whom they hfld ousted. Whilo:- physical 

power and authority enabled them to 5ucceed in some IIISUUICell -
allowing hereditary rulen ' to take on certain roles tnllditionally 

reserved in the past for the reincarnate spintual head - they werc not 
fllways successfu l. And although the au thoTlty of the monarchs was 

flbllOluteand their cootrol total, the ~trollg tnfluence of religion in the 

everyday life ofBhutanesc sti lllcft rull"TlI With a lurking feru- and fI 

!lenlle of insecurity. In the COllse4uellt "(lOwer stTugglell", two 

Shllbdrung reincllTl18tes, the Sixth III 1931 and the ~evcnth in 1953. 

were fl,uassinflled. The eighth Shflbdrung. llis I fo liness Jigme 
Ng8w8ng Namgyel was taken into protec!lve custody by the Indilln 

govenlment in 1962 and currently reside~ in Mal131i in the northe rn 

hill s tate of Himachal Pradesh in India. 

If in the past, successive ruler~ fclt aUa!!:SlnatlOn~ were neees­

ury to s trengthen their political hold, III more recent tlllle$ the 

Shabdrung Wll$ studiously ignored. The regime. sltH sufferlllg frorn 

self-doubts and insccurity_ seldom acknowledgcd the existellce o f 

the Shabdnlng and consigned the illstitution to the obscuTl ty and 

~afety of history books. In fac t, 11.'1 hte a.'l in 1985, the govcrnmcnt 

believed it was confronted with fl rnfljor crisis when many ordinary 

people 11.'1 well as goverlllllent orficiais in the east wcnt to pay 

homage to H .H. Shabdrung ligme Ngawllllg N:unsyel when he paid 

a brief visit to the border town o f Satno:lrup JOTlgkhar. Many people 

were subsequently imprisoned. For rcceiving "'lIng (bles~lIIgs) from 

I--lis I-Io lincss_th., D1,INIgdag (district :ldnulIIlI'trator) and 11,r;m/,otl 
(wstrtct magistTale) were thern.~e've.'l WTcsteu ami hauled up to the 

capital , The crisis subsided, and thnse arrested released, only after 

the regime convinced itself that people hlld bee" drawn to thc 

Shllbdrung solely fo r spiritual and not politIcal reasons. 
'Iberelationship between the two "riva ' " institutioll~, one re ill 

and func tioning aud one tha t on ly contlllues to cast a perpetual 

shadow, took adramatic turn when llis M ajesty King li gme Singye 

Wangchuck , defying a popu lar prophesy that a llegedly spellcd 

doom for Bhutancse rnonllTchy If the Wangchucks formed an 

alliance with the fflffiily of the Shahdrung, fomlaily married fou r 

dflughters o r Ugen Dorji on October 31,1988. The Queens arc 

dcllCenciflnts of the si~th Shabdrung , 

Sillce the royal wedding there hn been a distinct change III 

policy on the questio n of the .'li tMUS of the Shabdrung. That there 

should be this complete U-turn III the Iltt, tude o f the regime IS qUite 

undeutlllldable. In asociety where political and religious history Ilre 
completely in tertwined. even with the passage of " e Mly nine de­

c l\des since one institution o f governance replaced another, there is 

no doubt III anyone's rrulld Ihnt the Shabdrung's influence rem3 1l1 ~ 

Dut the Insecurity thllt existed over the years as a result of thiS 

perceived threat from the former luSlllut ' QtI has largely "een com­

pensated by the extemallmage ofstabihty. W,th polit ical fortune~ 
o nce agam being tested by the CUfTent crosis, thc time may hfl~'e 

become ripe. so the Royal Government flppru-ently holds. fo r the 

regunc to make capital out of Ihe Shflbdrung's spiritual mnuence 

o ver the people 
This is wltat the authorities have now set out te> accomplish, 

Withoul offending ei ther the senl'i tivlly o r sensibility of even the 
1U0st devout and loyal Bhutallesc, ho wever. o lle can surely question 

the bruch rnanner in which religious symbols and IIIstiwlJons llTe 

being unabashedly appropriated. 
The consecration of the statue glficd by I1is Majesty must 

.urely have ";"armed the hearts of many people. A s an set of 

atonement, it must have been a spintually 5ati s fyin g event for some 
Fo rothen, it must have been an emotiollai day to finally see justice 

done. But, irrevf:rcnt as it might seem, ftom a nalional perspective, 

especially as His Holiness still remains in exile, it is difCic ult to sce 

the recent ceremony all "a significant e vent in Bhutanese his to ry ," 

If the intent of the Royal QovenuHent is to indicate to B hutauesc 

that there is a will;ngllen on the pMI of the reg ime to allow the 
Shabdrung to take his rightful pll'l:e, at leMt as the spiritual if not 

rcligiopolitical bead, the intentions do 1101 come out clearly ellough. 

Whflt transpires, instead, from the .'Itcps tnken by the regime siuce 

1988 towards "rebabilitatioo" of the Shabdrung, is that the sent;­

mefl~ o f the people and the institutloll of the Shabdrung are only 

being blatantly explo ited to resUfTect the "family" rather thun the 

institution itself. 
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THE SHAPE OF THE WORLD I 
For mom people, the w orld is made 

up o f 185 nation-lItates_ Qn the 

current count of the United Nu­

tions: some huge,some tiny. sOllle 

of them deDlocrflcies, most of 

them not, but fill equal in the eye 

of the world's law, In fact, fI ma­

jOrity o f these 185 places are no t 

natlOn-statCll in thc s tnc t mcanmg 

of the term. but ~urviva15 o f older, 

cruder fOTmSof politicallif e. Ne v­

crthelC!!s, all 185 share two vllal 

charac teristic~ . They e ach cover 

sepllTate portions of the earth' s 

surface; and ench has a govern­

nl<':nt who$e claim to speak for It 

ill recognized by 1ll0~t govern­

IllCnts Qf the o thcr portions o f the 

earth 's surface. ThClle are the ba­

s ic uuit, b f gcopolitics, the p,eCell 

on the mtemauonal ches$board, 

the esscntifll components o f the 

fearsome gam e known as foreIgn 

policy. 

The lrQuble is tit llt, over the 

P3st half-century or ~O, thc~e ba­

~ic unit~ have all. llig or ~tl1all. 

bccome Icss domin'Ult.les~ inde­

pcndent and_ in a WilY, le" scpa­

rate than they were in their p"IHC 

This i-, becflusc .... f tbe ,,"lvlll I" 
the wo rld of lIew forces. c reated 

by the technological adVAnCes of 

the 20th century, whic h have the 

powcr to move thing$ visible and 

lUvislble from onc part of the 

world tu another whcther any I"" 

tloll -s tatc likes It or no t. 

.. jButlonedreamy succes­

!<Or to the nallon·state I S certulnly 

" 0 1 ~olllg to happen. The dtsflp, 

pearance of comnlunism hns not 
opened the door to the emergence 

o f a onc-world system ... 

Free-marketdemocrsey won 

thllt fight. but frce-marke t de/llOC­

rflcy is in tum now challenged by 

two self-proclaHlle d rivab. Onc 

Palt o f the buck -to-ba~ic9 move­

IItcnt that IS sweeping the Mus tiln 

world seelll.~ to (leCept the free­

m;uket bi t. but be\teves that de· 

lI1ocrocy is a dellla l of the prtn­

clple that God decides what shou Id 

happen III thc world. And East 

A s uUl politIcians who talk about 

"A sian values", though they sa)' 

they accept dcmocracy, wall! 10 

tun i t like a fl!.lllily - With thcm­

selves. naturally. fI.'I Ihe firtH but 

kllldly father - so Ihat 11 does not 

succu mb IQ the anllTchy they thlllk 

i5 caused I,y tOQ much wClltent 

IndIVIdualism . 
It IS no t yet clear whether 

Clther of the~e challenge~ to the 

\Vest's picture of the future will 

cndure. The Muslim one is al ­

refldy undcr attack fro m more 
open-minded IslflllllC revivalists, 

who insist that there should be a 

dcmocratic way o f deciding whUI 

God wants for the world. Advo­

catesof Asian values mayconlC 10 

be Judged, by their fellow ASIans. 

ItS jusl a bunch of poli ticlam, try­

ing to hold on to the pleasulCll of 

power, But for now it is plain that 

argumellts of ideology ure s till 

helping 10 shape the w orld . T hcy 

pull people into rival c amp'_ IInd 
give them more precise reflsonll 

for disagreeing w ith each o ther 

than the lUcre fact ofbelOllging to 

different "civilisations" 

Unfortunately_ ideo logies 

suffer fromellsetly the same dirr.­

culty as cu lture-zones when they 

offer themselves as substitute for 

the nation-state. Nobody seems 

to want to jOlll Ihe proposed sub­

sti tute. 

lbe proponents of Asian 

,'aluC!! happily go o n wl,lrklllg 111-

s ide thelT existing countries. be­

cause that \s where they wield the 

llUthonty they wallt IQ prcserve. 

'Ibe islamIC anti · dcmocrats III 

various Muslim countrIes have 

made no progres.'l III breaking 

Uown the frontiers hetween those 

countries; indeed, they do notcvell 

seem to tfllk to each other very 

much. And, when Iheconununist 

ideology collflpsed, it becfltllc 

painfully clear th llt itscomJ'Onel1l 

parts had been kept togethcr by 

mere force, not by the v 'go ur of 

an idea. 

... It was lillle more than 200 
yellTS ago, fI blink oflllstory'~ eye, 

thlltlllcn invented the nation-s tate 

as a better wfly o f orgalli~ing the 

business of governmcnt lhan IIlly 
previously Iwai lable, Before tha\. 

the s tate - fI recogni"ablechunk of 

territory. rec<)gn isahly under 

somebody's control - bad gener­

ally been onc or the other <,f IWO 

things. Call them the brute-force 

state. and the Ju"iflclltlon-hy­

good-works stllte 

A brute-force s tate came 

into exisrence when some tough 

tQok power by s trength of arms 

aud s tayed in p<:lwer by killing o r 

otherwise Silenci ng those who 

objccted. Thflt wa~ how go~'ern­

locnt began in most "IOCCll, and 

the SpeciCll is by 00 means ex­

tinct . You cou ld hardly have a 

bellcr eXllmple of such a slate 

than Saddam l--IuS5ein's Imq. 
The lrQuhle with relying on 

brute force_ though, i ~ thut how­

ever ruthless the ruler llIay be 

thcre will in the end usually I,c 

somebody angry and desperate 

enough to put fI sword o r bu llet 

through h1D1. l bis mo~t prhmtive 

form of state-system therefore 

evolved, except in the unluckIest 

pl aces. into olleof thosc III whIch 

those who cont rolled power 

sought to Jusllfy their conlrQl of 

11. The rulers did no t ask the rule 

for their consent to being ruled 

BUI they did try to keep them 

happy - o r just happy enough by 

prOViding fo r somc.of lhe ir essen­

tia! needs. 
In thc and empires of the 

Old Te5tament world, froll1 

Babylo n to Pe rslfI, o ne eSM:ntial 

need was the prOVIsion o f a reli­

IIble flow of waler. L ater the Ro­

mlUls. havlllg budt their e mpire 

by fo rce, sought 10 JustIfy It by 

providing the ru le of Iflw and a 

sense of order ( the BTllish did 

much the same In Indi fl l.gOO 

years laler). By theMiddle Ages. 

the Implicit bllTgam between gov­

eruoTS and govcrned had become 

a comphcflled nel ..... o rk of mutual 

obligallons between killS, harom 

and the lower o rders. 

It WIU oot perfect, bUI H Wll5 

beller than plain thuggcry or 

Ch1l05. Even now, the world con­

twns many u.amplC5 o f this $CC­

ond syste m . The Chinese SO~'ern­

ment still seeks to justify it ~ one­

party grip on power by fI clalnlto 

have PTOduced order ~Id good 

economic s tati stics; so, le" con­

vincingl y, do the TU IcTS of l\.~sorted 

Arab countries 

What this system slilllacks. 

of course, is any orgll llic link be­

tween govcrnment and people. 

Even the mOlt conscientious 

prmce of the pre-nallon-s tate era 

assumed power by right of inher­

itance. not by Ihe will of those 

governed. " I am the s tate," said 

LoUIS XI V. the most de _IIa .. l.en_ 

has speclInen of thc o ld order. A 

century later. the Illvcnton of the 

nalion-state $et out to provide an 

alternative I" lhe lofty IU1'Qgance 

of his first person singular. As 
they saw 11, a go\'emment Rhould 

be able 10 say: "The ~tate!:lves us 
our authonty " 

A natlon'5tate IS a place 

where people feel n IIfltural con· 
nect ion wllh each other becau$c 

they share a lllnguase. a religion. 

o r something else strong enough 

to bind them togethcr a lld make 
them diffcrent from u,lhcrs: "we", 

not " the),". The lIation-~t"le IS the 

politlcS o f the first person plural. 

I ts govenllllent call ~peak for IU; 

people because It I ~ pMt of the 
"wc" . It emerges out of the nfltion_ 

Therc can be argumcnts 

about how the govenunent d<>cs 

its emerglllg, by clection or by 

som e more obscure process. AI 

IlllUlY lime$ in the 200-year hls­

tQry o f the nat iOn-ItMe ambitious 

or obsessed men - lIitler was the 
worst of aH _ have clllImed the 

right to power bceaulle they 5f1id 

they knew hetter than anybody 
e lse what thett natlOIl wanted But 

even they were different from 

Louis XIV. They dlllllted their 

authority, truthfull y Of not, from 

the will of thelT people. Oue way 

or anothcr, ill the pasl couple of 

centunes the connection betwcen 

people and govenllTlcnt has be­
COlIlC organic _ The concept of 

nation-state shakes hand, with Ihe 

concept of government by con­

sent. 

The sen'<eofbelllg "wc" can 

come from a shMed Illnguage. as 

it unitingly doe. III IIIO$t Euro­

pean countries, but diVIsively in 
places like Quebec; o r from a 

shMed religion. as in Ireland or 

Pakls tfln; or from the proud own­

ership of some specllll pohtical 

idea, such as direct democracy in 

four-language Swin:erland or the 
"American idea" in the multi-eth­

nic Uni ted Statel: o r from the 

memory o f fI shared horror, as in 

Israel . Sometime it com C/l fro m a 

mixture of these tlungl. The ha­
treds of Bosnia Me rooled both in 

differences of religIon llI,d in the 

memories of lon8-ago frontier 
wan between dlffercnt culture­

areas. 

However It comes about. " 
is the nccessary foundation for 

any durable political system. No 

govcrnment, unless it 15 prepared 

to rely entirely on brute force. C!UI 

do its Job properly in the modern 

world if thc peoplc It govcrns do 

not have a clear.cut sen~e "fiden­

tity thflt Ihey share With thc go\'· 
erlln lCnt _ un less, III Qthcr words, 

they are bnth 11 paTt of the "wc" 

The £n,nullli"t. I).,c 23 199!'­

Jan5 1'>t96. 
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Amollg numerous rI.' I'Tcscn\!illves of gcwNnmCnl$ and agcnc lcs as wel l as , ,,,1, v iduals who have wntlen (hrecl ly 10 11 ,s M ajes ty the K111 g o " c r 

th .. pa~t rew ye ars In eJ( l're~~ Ih.,1r concern (wer the political sltU(l.lioll III Dlmlfl ll and tl' \.I Tge the lll<'m'Tch 10 lake the ~l CpS m::cessary 10 rcsoh'c 

the pro ble m . Ih" R .. ", ..... has rccc"'cd cop,es of 1" (1 letters ",nuen this I)ecember. Ollt' fTQ m Indm Ilnd the o ther f rom the Umted Slates. which 

addre!lses the ISSU"~ un-olv.,d in ~/Ue dClal!. 

" Until Individual go vernme nts 

ratify elliSling hu man nghts trU­

tlc~ and fu Uy inlplement thetr 

l"'O''i$I~'UItl and ullulthe IIIter lll"­

tiQllfll cpmmunitycreales :1COI/1-

pulsor)' Jurisdicuoo within whi<:h 

those who \',n!ale hUm,1II 1ll:11I!t 

cil llve hdd act,:uunl"bk, w, )ItCIl 

hUlllan rights $uarantees, r~'r 

man)' Clti7ens o f the wo rld. w ill 

he a.~ re!tJ a,!: f:'II r y t,,!C'~ H 

V .R . KII ~1111It I ycr . f"TlIler J U~llce o f lhe S upre m e ("ourl o f India and currently !':!troll o f BhutAlI Sol,dnnly Group III Ind lll . wrote 10 I l ,s M"JC~I)' 

from Ius ho me in ('OChlll, Keralll. on December j l), Alo ng wi th a small l;roup "f o thcr nghn actiVist" m Indi a. Ju~tlce I)'t"r has fcoHowed ek_cly 

the developme nts III the Ilhutanest' c n s ls. and IS a Wl\Tc o f Ihe "RTIQUS Issues Ul vQlved !lavmg v'Slted tht' re fu gee camps. ami having ml."1 

ulsstdems a, well M repreccn lal;ve~ o f Ihe Roynl ('rQ"etlllllCn' of I3hu'an 'n Ne w DelhI. JU .o.I;ce Iyer has firSlhand IIlfonm'lllon. tu a 1Ilt' l1Iber 

o f a People's S i\ARC JUris ts' M,s(,on In 1991. however. he was demed a VIS8 10 vi~lt Bhutan . 

IJRNAKVLAM, COCIIIN 

1911t lJ"ce"'''"r, 1995 

,Hay 1I Plea5" }"mr IHaje .• I)·, 

17.e NeM' U'arl" Onler de.~i,lerale,~ a democratic 5)'slem ",",cll i.r 

'''e l'o lil,c(,1 expre.u;otl "f ut'r cullllll <>" 11 eriwge IIrOll ".1,,, e globe. I" 

I/u! " .. :ntlge "f Ih" UN S<,c"'!Wry G"tlcr,,1 8 0"1 ..... 1< U",uTtJs-Gho/i, 

I"ere i .• a preXllall/ 5Ialem .u.1 IIwl ,lemocraliJalio,. "", .• , be 0 g",II of 

I"e i"ler1lal;0,lal c"mm""il)', 1Jt!/I""craC)' i.. fnr e.'ery",,,,!. A"d like 

/I,,,,, .,,, Ril;l'H. lJetnuertlc')' hu. 0 """'ersal (Iim,," . io" . S<J democra.·y 

ami 1"""011 rigl'U <lr" K""I,. ,.,h ie ll (lrC ill.Ii .... "I .. ltly l'IIkt!.1 a lid M'h id. 

mlls , IU! ptlrSlled I"Xt!II,er II'e M'<lrld o"er. 

I ,·u",m",,,/lhi.' m " .•.• I,g" ofO,," Ttllio" Democrali.faliotllO YOllr 

,\loje . .,y, " .' ''''y "'/o er " )," '''1/1 ... i/1 h .. "'olali.·" of Immml righl,; <11111 ,1'8 

rttJ" "f Ill"" It h .. I"' ...... YOllr Go .. ",." m e ,,'. 11 .. 'r"/"r .. , I .. u,lopl Co"sti­

lulionu/ ,Ho,wn'/,)' will. IJrofmlml r"sp .. crf-,r JJ""lUcrllc),a"d //uma" 

Rig/II .•. 

I" l"i" /",ck8r""ml, I emp"a.<i~" Ih" facl Owl a IL.rg" "III,," .. r "/ 

IJ""I"" ciliz""ry I .. ", .. 1/'t! 8r;""(lIICe Ilw, II eil" er d .. ",ocrucy "ur 

Iw""", righls is a.·"ilobl .. ;" ),Ollr Stalf!. UTis,lu", and staU.n"a"ship, 

'M "'.<Iury leat·I", .• , L. ,oal 10 r"sist IJe"pll!' '.f l"giti",,,U aSpiralions bm lu 

lIccell .. 10 Ih"ir c!ttlris lt t! f/ "';,,"es . ,\loy I ttr8" lit e R")',,I Gm·",."m"II1 

o/lIll11lu" to relea .• " Mr. T f!k NUllt Ri:z.ul. 11." f o/md,,,!; falht!r o/IIIt! 

BI,"WII"s" 11"""". Ri8hls ,Ho v .. m '!t,I, "" d I" resol" e II'e I""""n riglols 

crisi .• i" )'''"r COlllllry? 0111)' a ,,"';,,/lal r"conci/ial'O/l alld a IlIIma"" 

' 01",;",. oft/, .. 81""ones" R "fllS l!e I,robl" .n coli ... i" sll,bilily for )'Ollr 

Gf,.,erll",,,III. 

I "eN nol go i"lo Ihl! df!lai/s a/1ft" II,rbll/enc .. a",l"arro,i,,/I ,if 

";"llIli",, "flltlmall riK/ds, .. sp"cially i" S'JlItI, IJllIllall . Forcibl .... xife 

alld oil,,,r '''jllslic lt.s loa"" b .. lt.,. r"porl"d by ma,,)' .. u"rc"s 10 me. Th .. 

A",IIe .• ly IlIIern<lIi.mal aba /"' .. bee" critical of "II~ "lIm.m rigl.11 

cOlldilio" ;11 y<lllr monorcl,y. The /lImllll,.N",,,,1 Com",ille .. , ... i/;' i'< 

.. w,,)' rm,,,d .. "f,,,lkJ, loa .• "f# pro,Jttc .. (1 ony a ccurd. Th .. I",,,,,,,.iJor_ 

iall di",,,,,s; u" to ,10 i .• is.to ff' is uf deep CO" Cl!r" .f.lr every""e will. ill 0",1 

M,ilh" .. , )'ollr e"""lry. Tit" reSI"ruri"" "f f""du",,,,,,ull,,u,,,,,, rig'"'' 

;" RIII,lan amI ''' ~ sp" .. dy rehobil""'ioll .!flhe nl"'la" .. ,~ .. rt!fug"t! .• by 

criml'"g prol,i/iQlI$ cond;I;'",.. for .ft.cI. rf!/"rllS fir" IIrg,,"1 i"'pera_ 

/i.,u. To dri"e peupl" 10 Ilespoir i •• 'a i".,ile extrf!mi.TI ae/io" ami 

If!rrori,.' df!~duplneltl ... hic" due .• " ob ,,(ly all)' good. 

I oppt!1I110 . 'unr ,\foj" ,")', 'u o"e c.",eerlle.1 ... i//o '",m"" righl l< 

amll,um'ltIilonan low, as afr'"'''' ofll,e lUll/Ill" .... " peaple IItIll M'f!II_ 

... i..lo er lif )'U flr /lillla/" j'"n K'/lgd"m, all,J a.' tI' e Pre.rif/e,,1 "f ""Hall 

C.mlr"for /I"mani,oriD" lAM'" "ml R e""llrc" (lCIII-4.R), to luk" up 

Ihe "mlf"r afDemoeracy in IlI.mm l .. eriuIIs lyund 11 .. " I/,e goOlI office .• 

of M, .. II /Il t!u"'.'g group.' Imd i",li"idm,I,' ... i".i" "",I .. ,ill,o", )'Ollr 

c"u"lry 10 help h .. al 1/", curr" nt bil,erne . .. 'UlII re .. lor .. tit" r;8/11 of 

co"",w/l people 10 li .. e i" I' euce a,' goool IJI"II"" e.fe nlltjt!cl1 ,",,,,/led 

"'ilh d"mocraric rigl.ts, 

J /IlayasSlIr" YOllrAllIjulyt/,allwrilell,is/"l/erfllll 0f" op" rlml, 

whalever lit e post, "'''fulI/re ITwd bt! mUllh/".1 10 gran' ,.Iabi/ily 10 IIoe 

Dlmlanes" Ki"gdom by a prOCU1 of aClflaliso,iO/l ofllllmon risloIs by 

fill Bhwallf"fl ln'l.uh, i"eltldin8 Ihos" /IOW li"'"8 i/l "xii" ill Nepal a",' 

oIhu ""iglobo"r/ooods . 

lVitlo "lImallituriall Io0p"s m,d pr"fm",d rl!gard .• , 

Y,,"rs mosl sincerBly. 

(V. R.KRISIINA It'ER) 

NF.lV YORK 

I Dec"mbt!r 1995 

Y.",r IUajuly, 
We ... ish 10 congral.,lale Ihe Ga" .. r",,,enl af IJlmlon "" Ih" 

"CC'J$'Oll "f nlofllan's eI .. clion r" chair Ihe Third C .. mmdtel! "f 1/,,, 

U"ited NOI;u".' Fiflielh Ge/leral A .... embly .... ss;m', TI,,, incr"a$i"8 

rul" uf small J .. ~e/"pi"g COII/llri"s in th" s lobal ;urles Il "d"rscflru rht! 

impurtullc" of combj""d "ffortj f'/ all slalu, larg .. and small, in Ih e 

r u olrlli<Jn 0/ conflicufocing 11." ... urlllloday. lVl,i/e 8111111111 IJru if/e .• 

O""r Ih" de/ih"ro/iuns of I/o" 17,iNI Com",iJl,e, ,.,"icl. d" als , ",,,,mx 

.. lloer ; ...... es, willt Ih" 8ft,ball"",,,, n riS/oI .• a"d re/lIge .. qllesli"' .... M'" 

,.,i .• /, 10 draw . 'our ,Hoj,.'y'l< oll..",io/l 10 'he .... <l/I! of /learly loo,ono 

nlmlm'''Sf!! 1',,01"" "''' 0 are cllrr",,"y /i.·i"S in UNIICR_udmi"",'er"d 

r"f"/!.,,e camp,. ill t!aste,.,. N"pal. 

}'ollr J\laj .. tly, l"mOlIll rigltl .... i"hlli"", .",d lit" ab" .. "c" .if 

democr.,lic i,ulil ,,/O'ons Ilml X,wrll "Iee tI ..... " r;1:"'5 ar .. ," f! ru,,' ,·",ue" 

of iJlI"rnal elmj1icu Iltul lire re .. ,.", ... ible f"r er""ling m'er 20 ",i/li"n 

ref"x""s in IIle w"rld t".lay. To ..... rds " perm,tII .. ,,1 ,"J/"lio/l 1<> I/o " 

I,rohl..,,,. ",t! i"rern",iolt,,1 ("ulmmlll,l), IIIr"qui,'ocall)' "mpha.ri~ .·~. II1 

"ur'oll,' U nil ... 1 Nnli<>ns furl/m~, Ih" imp"rlllltcl! of r"",u .·iIlK "'Q"" 
CIIII"'" ,if (".u0j7id .• . The ",urhl "".",,W5 IIIIlI 81.,,1011 is " ",,,lli_el,,"ir 

loali,,1I M,i,/, lIIor" thall o"e It"'g,wg". culture "lid Ir",I"i(Jt, f. TI,e 

puNcy of ,",, C;"v"r",",,1I/ <If 81"",,,, 10 ""farce el/l",c ''''''lfJxelleil),b), 

.<"I'pr .... .. iIlX lallgllage, (" I//It'1"<! "lid Ir/"Iil;,, /I.< "f 0/1" c""",,,,,,i,)' ill 

ord .. r 10 pr"",ole 1IIIIse of onml'er, i" s oleI)' re"p"'''''bl .. for crealillX 

Ih .. c" rrelll cOllj1iel ill 81",,.,,, . 11, e i "',,rnal i",,,,1 CO"'''"' ,,;t), i .• '''VI,r .. 

,/till 8h"'''/I lack' <lIIJ' P"I'lfh,r,J" ,"ucro,ic ;'U';IIIli" " , 11 ... , Xl/ora .. , .... 

1""",," riXIII .• an,1 f",,, lwlle""" fr"e.lm",. of 0/1 I'er """pi". }'onr 

,Utlje.d)" 811"'0" 's ,.I.""il)' a.< a ''''',m, .<Ia'e ,.,i/l b .. fllrtl ... r .. "Iwne .. d 

i" ,10" '"I" rna'i,,,,al comITIt."i,y of "'"." .... IIlIdt!r )'O"r 1"'"e""lelll 

r ll '8" ifll,,, 1(",·erll",ell, ' .• ""lic' II .• tire " 'J,mltlll,lfair I.) all RI""""II ,'" 

cili~""s . 

.I,," U"uer, HUtR;'D W iJ!hLccun-

1'ull ;Inl uno;! UN .. ~'pn~St!nl!llivl' 

rOl'l\rlide 19. in/l"IIIa/l R;gltl .• 

7"rib,mt, OctlNov 199';. 

' I """d Ih"t il hllS been lily e'tf"C+ 

rJence, ;n R lifctmle eof ~tudymi! 

rep.ess,ve ~OC1Cl1es , Iha. dlclo.­

torsof.C,j) del"'''t, IhcllL"cJV(!& OU!O 

h" lievil1!! Ibe)' have JX'fl"U1:U' ~ur' 

pon. hUI that people eo ften ~nlllt' 

" r, t b-eC (HI~ the ), aJC h"pp), . I)lIt 

because the}' w,· "fnud, H 

Y,mr ,H"j"s'y. ,,, ,, 101l1( . Ier", imt!r llSI fur 81,,//uII li .. ~ /1,'/ i,1 

m '''idiIlB fJr pO"'l' a"i"g"rubl.,'II1: if lies ill fi /I d;II8 brl' "e mul """cablt, 

SUllllioll .. ' 0 Cllrr""l problem s, .... d ill .le.· .. I"pill8 tle"", rralic ,"sli/ll _ 

lio /l s 11".1 8"aN",I .. " IIIl/lIa/l rigl,1S (/1111 fll ,,,1,"/1 .. /1((11 fr"e.I ... " .• ItJ 0/1 

of }'ollr .\I(lj" "I)·'$ s"bj .. cl .•. TIo " " ..... 1 fl,'r " .. re .. s tJry d e"""cr"tir rr­

farm .• ill 111"11",, "oic ,," by ... ,ri""$ p alilic,,' par'o'lIS s lt"h as Drll k 

Nali",.ol C,,,,sr .. u. 8lmlu/l Na_ 

1\ 1nd ... li,~t!Alhri#!. ht, US A mb .. ~­

~,dor t<l Ihe UN, 1,1 a rU' " 'lII 

e<l"h·rlt"c~· in k so nl;!""n, 

,i."",1 Democral;c Party "",I a,I,_ 

"r.' . .• /w,,1tI 1101 b l! ig"ore,1 for ,I,e 

IOllg_lerm i/ller .... , of 8lmloll , " 

iJ "",y 11. "''''8'' i,Ulilulill8 d "",,,. 

er",ir reforms Ilml II.e I",rmoll )'. 

sl"bilil)' <",tI pro .peril), 'if s", .. 1/ 

(le "<!Iopi "1: IIali",u lire bt!sl 1<"ar­

UII'en/, Tlte de."i 11)' .,f a "al illll i.< 

m"lded by 1/1f!. 11 .... ire of all her 

pe0l"e. r"ur " lajesl)', il ,'~' ill}' flllr 

Ro)'al ... i,.I, IQ flllftfl 11" ,/lIS ir" 1'/ 

.. /I 11I",1"" .. s" IJellpl .. fa bri"B 

ab"", IIec"ssllry (lelllOCr(l1ic re_ 

form, ill 01111/0" . Suelo re/or ... ,r 

M,1I1 str"" N, I> e" fhe i/l ,."',,,,io/l ,if 

,,, ",utrch ), ",,,1 J.ritl8 .• ","i/i, J' a,,,1 

pro,·I,eril)"ollltlll"" . 

rOllr ,\1<1je"/J', (V,·,,,,lo/ld 

BI"""" .. re Irm/ilio,,,,1 fr ,emJ/)' 

,'utl,,1 r'e.~ ... hic" "'Illre ,. IlI11e gel/_ 

polilical "'1l1 ""'>/Iom;c cull_ 

" Ir"i"u . Til e '", .. , .. sl of "'''pol 

lit!$ 1/01;11 ",eddliltg ... /11, IlIe ill _ 

I" rllol affair .• of a fri""dly 

lIe;gltbotlr bill in l, e lpillR i, r,,_ 

sol" .. ;1"llroblelll . 11,e i"ler" . ., ,if 
N"pal alJo lif''' ill r"'"rll i"g ," o .. e 

re/lIge" .• to ",I.ere /I. ,,) , calli" 

from. /101;11 pr"/tmgi"B,heirsl,,y 

in N .. pal. 

U'e s,,,cerelY "I'I,eullfJ Y""r 

Majesly. 

(Dr. Kamal rande) 

CQQRIJINATOR, BIIUTA NF.S I;' 

RE"·UGF.li ISSUES 

Dr. Kamal Pro"Je fClt lller Presidl."111 

o f Ne ..... Yo rk-based Allta"ee for 

Demoeracyand Iluman RIg IH5 III 

N e p ,,1 ( ADHRN) is c urrentl y 

A DI IR N Coor dlll" to r fo t 

Dhutancse R efu gee Lssues. l lehas 

been cOllcl." rned about the plighl 

of Dhutanese re fu gees ever since 

Ihe fir .o. . re ru gees arrived 011 

Nepalese soil. fie has invol ved 

himself III all Ihe prog!'allUnes 

orga",~ed over the years 10 hi gh-

1<ght Ihe Bhulanese Cri5l5 III the 

U')lled S lates. The Alliance , ~ 

eoneemcd hy Ihe lack o fprogre •• 

,n lalks bet ..... een I3hul"" and Nt'l'ul 

Slll"e Ih ... couse'I" C"I delays does 

n~' I I,,,de well f" I' Nepal. and .s 

pIU trculndy perlLlrhed by Ihe ]elh· 

ru gy III K" th",a"du. It , .~ !lulliQu~ 

to s~'e Ihe Nep:.k~c go, er"",enl 

push «head wllh 11I"l e (,rQi,ct lve 

fX' '' ClC'~ hefnrt' N.'pal's ",IC'...,q~ 

me ~.· nn\l s ly undcrn1l1wd hy Ihe 

l'nllhnued pTCscm'e nf Ihe l:u'l!c 

rdll~cc 1""'pul:,I .. ,,, 

MEDIA SCAN 

SAltO-WIWA HEATH " POLITI CAL 1\IUHUEI<" 

On Novemhcr 10.31 11 )0 a nl.. 1/1 a rn!'Qn III the ea<ll,r n Llly .... r p~,rt 

l larcoutl. Ken Sarn·\V,wa, Olle of NI!!.er"l s lead",!!. hU ma:" n~hls 

defcnde rs, env i l1.'''nlemllh~ ' s. nnd ",nICH' ...... a$ hanged" IIh colghl other 

ac tiVis t.'. Thl~ hrmal aCI c a" "nl)' hI." ue~cnbcd ,, ~ POllllC"! murder 

The lime had been MresIeu anu act"u~ed In Ih ... k,llml-' cof !nur pro· 

,mll lar), tradlltonal leaders. They w el'e e(lmlcm,neu 1 .... dea lh "11 OClohcr 

3 1 afte r a k""garoo tnal "cfore a nuhlar), tnhunal AIll""' ~t)' Illtern'" 

lIonfll deSCribed the tnat. a' pohIlCaH)'-m .. '>t, "aled and unfa" Kcn Sar,,­

\V,wa· .• IlIwyer$. thcrn.clve. human nghc. defc "dcr~. ahanu(l".,u lhe 

ca'C earlier thIS year sa)' lng Ihe \,cTdn:t wO" [rcordamed and thallhNe 

..... as no Iush ee hefon' sueh a ho,l} ' j wa. fnundgulll)'l"ve n her"r" I """ 

tTled," SI\T,,· \Viwa saId III hl~ <"'n lenclne. 

Keu Saft', \\"" ,,, <;4. " a< the- h""d " I Ihe I'- I""e",ellt C"r lhe 

Survival o f Ihe Ogolll People (MOSnp) 'I he ('g"IlI are "11 e lhlllc 

C""Ull"1II1), of <;00.000. wh~c Irad,lLonal hNnc1and " Ih" " ,l'nodl 

swtLlllplaLlds o f N'~ena . Deltll Slate Whde ,heir farlllland h,,-~ heell 

.. Ievaslatoo j,)' o.l·spill •• Ihe Ogn m ha\e had ne> .hare IIllhe "I."allh lh~11 

Ih.s od ha. hrought!CI IlIe. Nigerian d,le. Wht'" they Ir,ed Il' n Ullp.:II /,!1l 

peacefu lly for Ihclr right s . Ihe)' wer'" mel Wit], "t"le 1"IT", 

"The en me of Ihe Ogo", peo p l .... " WT('IIe Ke" Saro·\\',wa U1 I". 

o pe mllg .< tllt('menl. "i. thal they h"ve the tC"'t'tll), 10 ask Ihe,n ' ghls Irnm 

hoth Ihe Govcrnmt'nt of N.gerla "",I fro m Shdl .. 

Ilu nl~11 rights ae ' !\'I~IS "migo\'ernmentleader< alike" c rt' stunned 

Few bdlC."ved Ihat the ""hllll)' reguue or (klletal "ani "hacha ",.,uld 

have the gall'e> earr), QUI the e'tl·CUllon.~ afte r Ihou ~Rnd~ oC ,Ippeab IN 

clemency and i ll the , ,,,d~t uf lhe m eelln,(l of Ihe ('e> Il"nnll\v",al th Ile8d~ 

Qf S tale "nd (",vemmcnt In Ne,," 7eaiond 

The Ntgeflall SOH:~r","ent'.o. fl ag ' anI and callous (h~reJ!ard for 

human tigh ts has heen documenled 1/1 Ihi •. II"d earl,er ,"sues or Ihe 

Tt/b"'ff! , In the l'ebNary/Marc h 19<)5 edllmn. we carned a I'lea frNn 

Nlgerill'$ CampaIgn for I)emocrac)" fOl NGns ,,, "..e>hll,7C Ihc,r govern 

m enlS 10 act before it I~ 100 late. before Nige ro a dosmlcgT:' Ies mlCl ('1"1 1 

Wrn-. 
BUI ob\"lnus ly, Nlgena'~ lIulllar), le"d.,..~ have heco me 11'< mu ,'ed 

to .ntern~llOnal pubhe conuenmlU tOn as they ha"e ""come ",dlffcrent I., 

i lllernal10nal huma" tights nOTms 

The re1uel: .... ce o f governmenls 10 ael ..... 11. clellt ly dell",n~tr"'ed 

!3$I year Ill.he UN Conum sslOn oll ll u"'OIl R ll;hlS when an e((<'T1 tn g.'1 

a re'OO JUlion passed condclI"' '''g NI~cna'~ hu m an right. rccnrd wa.o. 

blocked by A fflcan go"crnm t·nl.S who clo~ed t ank .• i">ehond nl/e of Ihel< 

own. Thl~ lime, h tlw c ,·.'r. N.gena·$ mdllary regon'c hlld g""c wo far 

even for rel;lonal 50lll.lnl"/t)' 

Th(" dcalh ~1 1 $llJ"e>- \V, wa fim.lly .h"eked ~,wcI"mern$ 1/11" ac",,,, 

P reSident Ne!son Mal/de la of South Afnca. who had heen "d>'nc>!t",!! 

ff" qUIet drplomacy, culled fnr N'germ ~ e,pul~,"" fro", Ihe ("nmlll''''· 

wealth and a l1o"d ~, r n th" r <·omlcmml"nn~ wCrl.· ,Ul1lcoullCl'd IT"'" 

African S lales. mduct",!! Zuul'ah""<' Onl)' Th l." ("olIuhla. II I ~" under 

rmlll"!'y rule. fm led tn ~upp"rl tilt' "'''1''11\'<' 

Thedclllh of K en S","" \V,,, 11 dt"nl<""u .• Ic ~. )·,'1 ,,!!nll,. tht, ,.,.,' c 

petll that " "''')' hu",all n!! hl~ derenJ{'r~ race In .hclr<tru,,!,lc f"ra Ill .. "(" 

iu ~t SOClet)' 111 tu" mm,), c<~u,," , •. " huma" I ,!! hl < .Kh ','ca l<." .mu " r,l!alU 

,tl"""~ en" f " ,,,1 !!'" e , ""l<'nt ~ " h,,' h u~" all f"tl"~,, 1 "'ph, ~h" "red ( .111.1 

." "",I"" ... ("rude) It'c hlll <Jut,~ I .. Ilu,·;II<'I1, hltr, .. ~ .'r IInd.'r","1(' .hell 

" 'rk 
1.;,,,ri.· S. \\'i~ .· h.· .. Jl.. Hu"""" RiJl.hl$ '1'1' ,10"",·, n .-tIN .. , 1')"''; 
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JANUA R Y: BrLgldMRye~ofthe 
Bhutan Suppo:>rt Group in Ireland 
vi~i l s refu geee'lmps 10 obm", firs t­
hlUld mfonnatLon abouI the ~illla-
11 0 11 and also 10 help selecl Clllldl­
dales fmm UlliQllg lefugee, 111 -

vo lved", the eUIICIIIIQII ~t!(: tor 10 
v isil Ireland. 

Representallve o f Ur;.I l l("R 
1\' Nepa] Tahir Ah V I ~1I5 Jhllpa 
and speaks separately wllh repre­
senlatlve~ of refugee~ 11' e",::h 
camp. lie also meets repre .'lenta­
lIves of the dIssIdent COllln,unlly. 

Bhutane!ie refugee women 
organ l"le a peaceful rally al 
Blflamod on January 13 10 sen51-
tL"lC Ihe inlernational donor COl1\­
muni. )" prior 10 the January 17 
Round Table Meeting (RTM). 

55 donor govenunents and 
ugenclcs meet in Geneva, Swit-
7erland. and d,scuss as!n~I!'Illce 10 

Bhulan. The quesl.on of human 
n!!hts figure" pronunenlly III the 
delegales' slalements 

OffiCIals frOnl lhe U ,So S'lIte 
Department and U .S. emba~S les 

In Kalhmandu andNewOelln V'~II 
Ihe camps and meel w,lh repre­
senlalIVes o f the refugee COIIUIlU­
IIlly 
FEURUARY: S,x fronllllle dls­
Sldenl organ izat io ns, Bhulan 
Peoplc~ Parl y (BPp ), Ilhulwl Na, 
t:on!!1 Democrahc Party( BNDP). 
Druk NMionnJ Con!!rt'lIs (ONC), 
Ilun .. ", RIghts Orglllll"ll!.uon of 
Bhut.mlI IURDB). ASM)Cial'on o f 
Il uman R. ghl~ A c llvi s l s 
(A I IURA ) andSluucnl5 Umonof 
Ilhulan lSU D) meel mformlllly 
fnr Ihe firsl hllle III effOflN In ere-
ale iI ulll.ed platro rm. 

Seminar " Bhutan Rdu!!ces: 
An Umc~ol\'ed C"n'ls" ,~ held ill 
NewYmk'~ CollJm!-OiaUmve",ity 

t)rg,mi7ed!-oy th~ um,'c",ly·.Cen­
ire for Jluman RIghts Plld Ihe 
S<"ulhern ASIRn Inshlule, School 
of inlernnllOnul and P ubhc Af­
falr~, ,n cnoperallon w ith the AI­
InUlcc for Democracy and 111.1-
IIl:UI Righls in Nepal. Ihe conrel­
ellce bringslngether 140 mdlvidu­
I\I ~cnncen.ed nboulthe Bhulalle~e 
I'rohlem Bes ides 11IIn13n nghl~ 
o l gam7.ations. Ihe 1l.S. Slale De­
partlncm and many (J rganll of Ihe 
tiN alerepresenloo OhunSuhbll, 
Execulive M ember of II U ROO 
represents Dhulane!e dlss idenlll 

1 he CouniJ"Y Reports on 
I lul1lall R'gh ts Prncllees 1994,1111 
fI1mual pubhcation o f Ihe U .S . 
Stale Deparlmenl. is suhmilled 10 

Ihe Senate alld lIou~e o f R epre­
~enlalives The reporl eonlltlue~ 
w exprcss concern over the 1111-
lIlan TIgh ts si tuallon in Bhutan 
ami Ihe consequent problem o f 
Bhutanese refugees III Nepal. 

The d.plomalic coml1.ul11ly 
make5 a one-day VIS" 10 
Khudunaban camp. Thegroup in ­

cludes non-resldelll d,plomats 
nccredileu 10 Ncpal who C'llIIe 
fmm embassle-s 111 New 1)('lhl. 

The Bhutan-Nepal bi l llle ra l 
lallts, on hold fm e ighl lIIonlhs 
hecau~e 6 f a rx,lilical ens,~ Ilnd 
chrmge of"govenu "",,,t in Nepal , 
'$ finally sehedul",d The 
IlhUIL\I1c~e dclcgatltln led by 
1 I ,~",e M'nISLC"r DllgO T _herlll!! 
nrrlVe~ III Kalhmandu nil Fehru­
ar y l7 for the fiflh round of t!llk. 
Ne".d present!' ne w leam under 
Ilome M in.sler K !>Shanm' Oh 
MARC H : Till" 10lllt Mim • • erial 

C~""I"lllee meeting hetween 
Ilhlllan anJ Nepal ends COil Mal'eh 
2 withouI aglccll1", "1 The LWO 
I!overnrnt'nts agree 10 meel ngam 

III April. 
Ms Q"keefe. AustraluUll\m-

bas.a<.lor lolhe KJngdomofNepal 
nnd Carol! Long, UNDP Res.dent 

The Bhutan Review 

11 
1995 - The Year in Review 

11 
Represen lal 'vc In Nq1!.I , VI~'t 

Tlmal and Bcldallg ' camps along 
w,lh ('anad,an Inlern,lIin",,1 I)e ' 
veloplllelll Agenq' \(' II)A) ofl1-
c ial~ . 

A leanl fn..,n Bhul"n Snll ­
danty Group ( Imha) arrives 10 
qludy the refugee S,lu"I'OIl Illullo 
"",esllgnle allegal'on~ o f repres-
5 10n of southern Bhutanese by Ihe 
Royal GovernmcUl o f Bhutnn. 
·n,ey visit camp~. mlervlew hun­
dreds of refugee~ and mspectlheir 
documenl5. They also I.neel diss i­
denl group'. 11.e ~Iudy lea,niTaY­
e1s 10 the Indo- m,ul;u. border ar' 

eas and j nSpeclS eviden<:"eofhomes 
deSlroyed by Bhulanese "uthori­
lies. 

On her mwden tour"fSnUlh 
1\5.IllI counlries. l LS. AntI Lady 
1I!llary Rodhnrn CllIlIon arrIves III 
Kalhman<\u. All Bhutane, e Rdu­
gee \Von,en '! A~SOClal.on 

<ABRWA) SUb'lUt~ an appeal 
T he UN Workillg Group o n 

Arbilrary DelenlWOII pre.enls H. 

report 011 t lte group's OClober 1994 
\'isilto Bhulau bdore IheS I SI Ses­
slOnofthe C ... mnussio n oll l lumall 
R.ghls. Human n~hLq group~ pr"'­
le1ft Ihe arbllrary I,alll r" of Ihef.lld­
mgs of the leam 
APR IL: Tim \Vlrlh , Ihe leadl'"r l. r 
the US. deleg'llion to the 19Q3 
\Vorld Conference (1n I luman 
RighlS m V,enna ami currenlly 
Under Secrelary of Sl:tIe fo r G lo­
bal Arrairs, bec(lmes Ihc hlghC$1 
nmkmg US. Gnvernmenl offi<:"ml 
10 visil Bhutnn l ie is aeco mpan.ed 
by Ihe American Amhll5~Ddor 10 

Indl3 Frank \Vi sner and o lher o rf, ­
cials, The. i~Ruc nf humfm nghl~ IS 
ra,sed by the viSitors durinlllhelf 
audience w,th I h~ Majes ty and 

o lher Royal Go'·ernment off.cral s_ 
The sixth ro und o f b.lateral 

lalks ill T hunphu (Apnl 17·20j 
ends m a deadloc k For Ihe r"SI 
tlll1e. Ihe Royal Governmenl an­
nounces that lalk~ hllVe f;\iled 
Thlmphu laysthehlaml'on Nepal 
and alleges Ihat Ihe. Nepalese uel' 
egallon inlroduced "new e le­
menL.q·' and proposed fresh Una.-­
ceptablc condilions IJI llllanese 
I I0me Mimsler Dago Tshenng 
alleges Ihlll Nepal rnsi~ls Ihal 
Bhulan lake hack alllhe people III 
lite camps regardless nf whethe, 
they are Bhutanese o r not Bul 
Nepal ese I lo m e MLllI s ter 
K .P .Sharma DU 11'l1< Bhutan 
B roadcasting Serv;ce. Ihe 
Kingdo m ·.t)nl )"rlldlO.!'lallol ' .lhal 
Bhulan "shou ld lake back ,efu­
gees wh~' aTe Ohlll ane~ .. CII, 
zen5_ 
MAY : New Oelh.-bl\.<cc\l)cpuly 
RegIOnal Delel'ate of thc ]nlemll­
Ilonal COmll1l Llee oflhe Red l ' ro~~ 

(ICRC) Marc Flcgenhclf1ler v.~ _ 

,IS the refuge .. ,,;\1111'9 ""d lIl .. el~ 
dissidenl groups in 1)l\lllll\o:. 

Ilr adma11 Weerak nol1, 
former Pre~iden"al AdVise, for 
Inle rnalional ArfallsnfSn Lnnka. 
nnd Nia7. Nalk, fo rmer Pak,stan. 
Foreign Secrelary, v i ~ .t the lefU' 
gee camps. I he IWO Me parI nf 
Soulh I\sia hlluallve, a gH'U!, of 
fotlner semnr hureaUe rllt s ("Of Ihe 
SA ARC eou niJ"U' , wht") ho pe 10 

cnrliJ"lbule loward~ ("onn iet ,e~o 

luholl efforts in Ihe rcgl"n. 
P .V.M:lI1nhar Ran. blOlhel 

of Ind lall Plimc MIIII .~ ler 

Narammha Rao ami Yugal S lmr ll'" 
o f Rao's COllgrell~ Parly V I ~'t 

Uoldhap and B e ld!Ul !!' refugec 
camps. They lIddre!;s a gathering 
al Bcldangi and meel di~slu"III 

Mu"Sler ~lf Nepal. Madhav 
KUlllaT Nepal. III 1hapll lie v .si ts 
Khudunaban .-alllp 

Il i~ Majesty Km! ltgme 
Singye \V"ngchu c k and 
Nl'pale~e I'nme M""sle r Mall 
Mohan Adhikan meel al the 
SAA RC Sunuml III Ne ..... De1l1l. 

I " " Majesty reportedly hTlers 
Adh,karl on Ihe Roya.l Govern­
men! po~lliolllegardmg the reso­
lution of the pro b leml'frefu gees 
111 camps III e""lern Ncpal . 

I lI s Maj('sl)""sGoverlllllenl 
o f Nepal ( I IMG) and Ihe Umled 
Nalions II lgh COlnmisllioner fol' 
Refugees (UN I IC R) s Ign "11 

agreement. HMG w , lI rece ive 
NRs 7.235 O\il1ion fo r refugee 
reglslral.on. refugee .denllly 
cards. and OIlier relllled ncllvl­
ties. 

1I Dhutru,c~ehulll"'lnghlS 
acllvisls parlLc'pale in a 16-day 
Dlplomac)' Tram I ug Pro.!!ranune 
in Kalhmalldu. The ITaUlIllg or­
gal1l7.ed hy S"mlt ASian Forum 
for iluman RiJ,:hls (SAFIIR), I.~ 

conduc led by the Uni"euily o f 
New SoUl" \Vales. Au<lril"lI . 

The 1)ruk National Co,,­
gress (DNC) ~ucce5S fully car­
nesout a nallQ"wlde po'lercanl-
1)'"Ugn Poslersprnteshngthelack 
o f fundamen tal nghl~ appear all 
over Ihe cou11lry on Ihe mortling 
pr M ay 28 
J UNE: Frol1lltnc di'ssidelll 
groups ",eehng regularly 10 fOf!!e 
acommnn plalfroTlI1 fillally agree 
In announce Ihe formation o f Ihe 
UhutaLlesl' Coaht.on for D emo­
cratic Ref"rms lDCi)R). Om 
Dhungel. General Secrelary of 
IIUROB, IS declared Ihe spokes­
person. 

A Ilercule~transporl wrcraft 
arl1Vcs m KRlhnmndu brmglllg 
medlcnl a.~~I~tlUtCl' fl" Nepal fr ..... m 
Ihe I lll l led St:1le~. The 11 S Em­
ba$sy III Kallll1lnndu n""nunees 
Ihal parI o f.h e ~7 Inns.,f IIled,eal 
cquipml'nl , ~ ueslln .. d rm Ihe 

Bhul ane.'e ref"ge .. Call1p~. 
A 2 memher IC:UIl fro m Ihe 

U"ncd Nalwnq C .. IIIH' fm I lu­
mall Rights ,·.~,I~ Bhutan as 1'111"1 
o f the Cenlre's Adv.~nTy Ser "Iees 
programme On Ihell way 10 

Thllllphu. Ihey meel Dhutllllese 
dISSIdent grn"ps III K1llhmandu 

The S .... h ... nl i.eavlllg Cer­
tlfic"le (S I.C) ex,ulll11"lml1q c<'''­
ducled by Il l.' Mnlesl)"~ I..to\"erll ­
mem <:If Nepal ill <llltllluncrd !)Z 
.,rlhe I 11 refugeiCef1l1dldalcs rrn", 
Ihe sch0(11 III Beldnn~' ea1111' 1\TC 
declared ~ucce.srul I he 81.4l'l"r 
P"-~~ per<:"cnlagc e<1I1IparC~ well 
wllh IhiC Nepalc~e "llhomli aver 
a~e of 43 <l1'".-_ 
.I U I . Y : BCDRdclel!""'''' ;,IIClldll 
PiCOplt" 's SAARC cOll~l11tat"·c 

meelmg III New \)t"1I11 The leam 
IIlso lI1eet_~ prrornHlcnt pe""le III 

Ihe Indi"" cilpit:,llmd nrr,:U1ize$ a 
day- lo ng p lCkct"l1 July 24 I" rro­
lesl the p ltTlIC'pllllllll of OhUlan's 
IK,n-elec led Spe,lker :lI1d pIU ha­
menlal'i:UlS 111 11ll" SAARe 1..\1I1-

fe,el1cc of Spenkc .... "ml Pallia· 
Illcnlana,,~ 

Chnrk~ Nnrctu. I .e"ul,,·e 
D"ector of Ne" Y"lk I,a.<ed In­
"'rnal,o unl I .caj!ue fnr Ilurnall 
R ,ghl~ mcel~ wllh 1<"1>1C~cnUIII\'e' 
" r Ihc OhU lanesc dl~ •• d'·111 cn l11 

mun.l), III a PI"~''"''I''''TI'.all,"ed Il\' 
II,e Un,l("d SI(I\e~ Inf"I"",I.nl1 

Ihal nver a Ihnusand people were 
forced tl' n,'e the cC'unlry and 
sce k ~anel" ary 111 Neplll dunng 
the year. IInd Ihnl nl lh("ough gen­
eral improvemenl m prison con­
dittons were repo rled m ore than 
50~OUlhcrll Bhutaneseeonlinued 
to he hcld 111 CUSlndy_ many for 
ITlOre Ihan Ihree yellrs. WIthout 
charge or Irlal 

Gener,,1 Secretaries of 
I IUROB . Or IJhampa Rai and 
K.J shore Ral IIddres~ AI Nepal 
Secllon'5 Nal lOnal YoulhConfcro­
e nee on R efugees and I luman 
Rlghl5 
AUGUST: The 73rt! Session of 
Ihe N"llor,,", Anembly of Bhulan 
finll.lly eOI"'ene~ on Augu~1 10. a 
full IWO years ~1IlC"e the las\ SICS­

~1011 (July 8 -'10. 1993) Accord­
ing to its own rulu, the A ssembly 
ill requ.red 10 meel al least twicr 
each year Excepl for a spec illl 
ses~ion 10 11l5Ult w.d abuse ONC 
Chllinnan I~onglhong Kunley 
Dorji. Iltcre i.litt]e 10 .hst1l1guish 
Ih", orehe~lralions rof the 73rd 
meeLing from p"sl st"ssinns as Ihe 
same ilem!; ahOUI n8oiops (iJ"ai­
tors) and lern:-r1 !<ls arc repeated 
on the agenda. The calls for 1101 
a1low'ng a single pcrsoll 10 return 
to Bhutan ill relleraled. conua­
dicting Ihe Ilouse resolullon 10 

conllllueb.JII.ICTllltalk5 with Nepal 
10 resolve Ihe problem or refu­
gees 111 the ellmps . 

The Bhulllll Natlonru Demo­
crat Ic Parly ~ Il NDP) o rganizes a 
mn.~S rally III Sihguri. Thous!lJ.ds 
of Dhul"nese '" e}\ llc Ilnd local 
sympl\llll"ler~ allend A number 
of Indian 1:IOlil.ell l figures from 
the. reglQnl\lldreu the meeling. 

Colonel Tlludln Dorj,. 
Bhulan~ Cluef of I>o hce. ill sen­
lenced by a Imlllary tnbunal 103 
years ill pn~on . l ie is found guilty 
of ~even chl\tg"~ lelating 10 Ihe 
ese:lpc of IWO "lerrOTlsu" frQlll 
Chemgang I'rl.~nn Col Dorj i i~ 

Ihe hrolher-m -Iaw of d'Uldent 
lel\der Roni!lholli! Kunley IJorji 
or DN(.-

A meel.ng of d,<s.dent 
groups allre~~ to rename the coa­
I",on 10 BhUll\ne~e Cnahlion for 
Democrallc MO"t'nlCnl (UCDr-I). 

fhe Nepalc~e SUI'It"me 
Courl alln"Ullce~ u. verd,CI- Ihe 
dl~.qoLulmn ,of Ihe I'atl,amenl by 
the C PM (llML) j!,Werrtmelll ,s 
declared unc' Insl,lullonal P,.rlia­

"" ... ,,1 .s l'e"'~1!1led 
SEI'TEMHER: 1\ co,ll,tll'l1 go"­
,' ,,"m'nl of the NeplIh C<'''!!res~ 
(NC), Ra'hlny ~1 Pray,lalltra P,...,}" 
(RPP)ami Nepal ~adhIH,,"II1\ Party 
INS !» .~ fn rrne.:! Sher Ilahlldur 
IJeuha \\"1 ..... a. I I"me r- 'lIm~te r III 

Ih~' Kon:,la !!( ..... tI1llll·nt. ]cd tj,c­
Nepllle~e delell-:lllfln 11, Ihe hllal­
er:o.llalk ~ wllh Dhulll" lak .. sover 
;1 PruIIl' r-hm sle , 

BhU!alle<e H."fug("'- women 
lake P;U"I '" Ihe Foullh \V"rld 
l'ollf~renc~ 0" \V"mell m B eiJlI1g. 
Ch",a rhe'), s lage a fall), ~'Ild Itold 
a w ... rk~hl'p 

I he f"rIlUlI, .. n "f A"pelll 
Move,,,,,,,1 1 'flonhnal,nj! l \.u"",1 
(I\Mt 'C) hy ,.,tn., Dhulal,e<e rl."fu­
j!ee. ie an,,,,unced I)edare~ 

program"''' I" apP,,"lt(l IIr~ MaJ ­
e~I~' Ihe Kmj! .lI1d. fllllll1!! 10 re ­
ceIVe :"l'~!,nll.", 10 1'lUn,-h l\ mru e h 
111101 Ohullln ffllln Nepal 

SIC"'" Il. M:mll. II S Slale 

Ccnlre ( l IS IS) '" Knlhm"n<iu Derartl1lelll P,r"c l'" fN IndIa, 
Nlllole I .l\u,eak· AUII.!! '5nll Bh"'''II. Mnld,,·es. Ncop:11 and S n 

Suu KYI I~ rdcaq'd after ~ IX )'ear~ 1.'Ulka, YI~'I~ Ihe ca",p~al\ll1!! w,lh 
Qfhouse :trrcsl t l S 1~ lI1ha~~y n rriclllls a"d 

AnU1e~ly Illll'mal,o'lnl (A I) I ' N 11 CR R"prc'" "tall " e In ]eaders_ 
r .'. 1 • 1 .[,,1"'-\ K.-.\", •. ·",'··. I nlm Ah Talks to Repre5Cnlollve~O ul~~IUCIU rco ca~e~ 1 8anll1U\ fl'P''' • ., u¥ 

PHgC Four 

OCrOIJI-: R : The l !,uted Nauon~ 
celebrales liS 50 ycar~ Ilead~ of 
Stale.q nnd Gon'rmnenls galher ill 
Ihe o rgllllL;r.111101l • headqulllle, 111 

New Ynrk 10 par tnbule 111:' Spe­

clnl !iOlh a'lI1l'ers:O"y .<eS~H'" of 
lite Genellll A.Oselllbl)'. II is M aJ­
ellty KIll g Jlgmc SlIIgye 
\Vangchuek ahse11ls luml'Clf and 
commandll Foreign Mmi sler 
D1\wlI. T s ertng tn represelll 
Bhulan 

I Il JROB General Secrelary 
Om Dhungel nllends a regional 
nJeClmg o f Ihe PcopLe's Pl an for 
Ihe 2151 Cen lur y (\' 1' 21) in 
Kalhmandu 

Druk Nallonal Congress 
(DNC) orgalll7.e~ a Press Confer­
ence Irl Siliguri in India 10 h.gh­
lighlllte dismal human Tlghls silu­
al":'>1I in Bhulan and Ihe current 
"ruggle for democralic reforms 
III Ihe country 
NOVEM IJE R: The Intemalional 
Cumnllllee of Ihe Red Crou 
( I("RC) eO\lelude~ liS sevcnlh VISII 
10 Bhulan A~ On pasl ocea~ lon s. 

Ihc leam i ~ granted an nudienee 
by II i3 MaJe,~ly and meelS ~eni<>r 
"rficial~ as wcll 05 pn..oners III 

Chemgllng. mOIlY of whom have 
nol been charged II.nd brought 10 
trial desplle their penoJ in dClell ­
lion croumg five years 

Rehef orgam"lallOnS work­
ing 8rnQng Bhu tanc..e refugees III 
Ihe camps clrculale an appeal 
amOllg Ihe mll"rnallo llal COnullU­
nily 10 bnng preuure 10 bear on 
the govenmlents of Nepal and 
Bhutan 10 enSUre an early j u" 
po]itieal ~o l u\lon The P lea for 
Ju ~l lee pomts out that people have 
Ihe righl to natio nality and pro­
leslS Ihe arbiiJ"ary deprivation of 
Ih,~ TIght 

The Bhulan Suppon Group 
in Ireland III a press relell.5C ex' 
pre~sc. ~erlous concern o,'er the 
lone of Ihe proceed.mgs of the 
73rd Naliol1al I\~sembly of 
Ilhulan (Aug 10- Sep 2) and dIe 
"<:"0Iltempluou5 d,smissal of any 
form of dillsent." 

UN H CR .r eleases T ilt: 
S Ic3te o f the \VorJd 's R e.rugees, 
1 99~ Th e r e p ort reveals 
UN I ICR's rl'-llolve 10000pl a more 
I'ropcth'e approach 10 "r csolve 
Ihe refugee pl"oblem" replacing 
Ihe Imdillolllll reaellve sUl1tegy 
wlu"h only iJ"led to "sol"e Ihe 
pmhlcrn of refugees:' 
I)£CEM L"~ R : The Uniled Na­
lII1ns, liS S{'cretary Gener:o.l a nd 
,I' Illgh Comlm~sioner for H u­
nllUl RIghl< come under scplhing 
CflIICI~'" frrom prcolTlinenl Act iv­
iSI group I lumnn Righls Walch, 
I IN SecrctllTY Geueral Boutros 
Bn" trn~·(;hali. Ihe nrcaniz.al1on·lI 
annunl repot! chargc. •. "griev­
(lusly failed 1<' uphold" long­
s lruulmg IIN "CO"' ~ 10 promote 
human fights and fundamenlBI 
freedonl" The UN lerms the re ­
PUrl " 'rre~pIl" .. "[e·'. 

II hUlan.~ once again nl1yed 
'1~ ""I'. .,1 Ihe n10~1 reprl"ss,ve 
SIule5 h)' Fleeuom I louse III ils 
an"ual reroTI fo, 1995 

rhe World Food 
Pro~ram",e ( \VFP) amLOllnclCS il 
Will ~"(>nLmue If' proVide food AlI­

~ , qtance ,alued al USS 11'>.3 utiJ-
lion for u furlher two )"('ars from 
!)e<..-emloer L 1995 10 Rn CSll-
1II"led 9U.UOO Bhulanese r~fu­

~l'('S III cnlllp~ 111 easlern Nepal. 
An lIj.:reem elll IS slgrted by Ihe 
Nerpk~e Fo rei gn Seerel1l1)' 
K Il Shr"~lhD ami \VFl' Counlry 
DlICI' IUt Qu azll lllaque. 

The Nelherlands baJI~ 01.11 
Bhullln Providcs funds 10 c1o.oe 
dl"'wn Gedu pLywood faclory . 

group~ crul on Ihe Dq,uly I'mne In ,ts enlry ."' Ohul.m. A I <Illte~ I "fugce~ amI t1lu ,delll gr<lUpS. 
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