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THE UNITED NATIONS - 50 YEARS 

The Uuih.-d Natio ns cele bra ted its fi rst 50 y cas-s Ihis ye ..... O n O cto b er 2'1, wo;:m le.HlerS I'OSOO lor a sp ecial bh-thda y "IHllo in New York . 

rhe Churter of the Uni ted Nat ions was drawn up Lrl San Francisco on J une 25, 1945 . Membership was "open lo al l peace- loving nfltlOnJ Ihal accept ils obliga tions and are Willing IIml 

able to cllIT)' ou t these obligalions.·· Bhutnn JOllied the o rganization in September 197 1 as the J 281h member . 

"me Umversal Decl.u-atio n of H uman Righ ts was adopted by the General A sscmbly on December 10 , 1948. It is said Ihat Elclttlor Roo$t:.velt , who served 0 11 the U.N . Commission on 

Human Rights from 194610 19.53, was responsible for the use of the lenn "I-Iuman Rights" rather than "The Rights of Man." 

C OALITION 
GOVT. IN NEP A L 

Following a S upreme Court 

decis io n w hich rein s ta ted the 

dissolved Nepalese Parli am ent 

ruld th e subsequent o uster o f 

the minority government o f the 

Communis t Party of Nepal, 

(CPN-UML) in a VOle o f no­

con fiden ce , a coa liti o n 

govern m e n t under Pri me 

M ini s tc r S hc r B ah adur D euba 

o f th e Nepali Congress took 

over on September 12 . T he 

o ther partners in the coalition 

are the Rashtriya Prajatant.ra 

Party (RPP) and the Nepal 

Sadhbhavana Party (NSP). 

As Ho m e M inister in the 

Ko ira l a cab in e t , P rime 

Minister De u ba led the 

Nepalese delegation in the firs t 

fou r rou nd s of ta lk s w i th 

Bhutan to resolve the issue o f 

Bhutanese refugees in Nepal. 

BHUTANESE REFUGEE DELEGATES DEMONSTRATE IN BEIJING 
Whtle delegates to Ihe W o men·s Conference In Beijlng locked horns on various topical Issues and the wording 

III the l ' lalro rm ror A ctiu lI to be adopted 11.1 the end of thc Conference, for the Bhutanesc refugee delegatcs 

Ihe ISsue was much more fundalllcntlll - the righl to nallollality, thc n ghtto jive in one's o wn (."ountry, and the 

problem of living Ihe life of R refugee. To draw the a ttention o f the delegates presenl 11.1 the conference, the 

rcfugeeparllcipanls orgamzed aralJy. TI ,,: rally drew a IlU"gecrowd Of$ympalhizers and supporters who clUTied 

banners IUld placards c alling the a ttention of the Royal Governnu:nt and the international conununllY. 

Su mming up the purpose of the ra lly 11 bllnner read, "All Dhutanese Refugee Women·s AsSOCIRItOIl Seeks 

Support and Sohdanty from [he imcrnalio llal CommullIty f Of thc early Repatnal10n of Bhutanese Refugees". 

REFUGEE C RISIS FORUM : COLUMBIA UNlVERSITV 
As pan of the aCllvlties marking Ihe SOtp anniversary of Ihe United Natio ns, a conference Rdugl.'" <..: n s is F o rum : Reporting 011 Ih" a cfu g.,., 

Mign,tin ns of Ihe Post-Cold \-Va r E r a was organized lit the ColumbUl Umvenity III New York on Septcmber 28 by Ihe Gradu ate School of 

l oumalts m and the I!ahan Academy for Advanced Studies 11\ Amen c a. 111e objective of the Forum was ··d,rected at heightening public awareness 

of refu gee concerns worldwide and to d iscuss means of eurbmg forced nllgrattOnS tha t ate inc lled largely by eth mc and regIOnal COUn tcts:· 

The Alliance fo r Democracy and I-!uman Ri ghts ill Nepal raised the issue of Bhuta.nese refugees ill Nepal, and expressed COllcern over nu:dla 

apathy L11 the case of the Bhutanese crisis. A paper, "M edia A pathy: 87,000 Bhuta.nese refugees J\I Nep""·, Circulated amollg the mauy media 

repreSentatives anendlllg the conference provided a synopsis of the causes leading 10 the current cnSIS In Bhutan, and expressed concem o ver lack 

of eqU itable coverage of di fferent refugee ISSUes by the media as a res ult ofreportlllg only about select refugee groups about which IIInuent.al groups 

eVIllCe IIlterest. 

Speakers allhe conference mcluded Elie Weiscl, Hobel Peace Laureate; I'hylhs Oaklcy, ASSiStant Scx:retary for I'opulallolls, Refugccs IIlId 

Migralio lllllthe U .S . Stale DcPMtment; Bnall Urquhan, former Under Secretary-General in the Unlled Natio ns; and Soren Jenscn-Pelersen of the 

UNIICR. Refugees from Bumlll, DOSIllII and Liberia a lso recounted thclr personal expenences. 

EYE CARE IN 
REFUGEE CAMPS 

Fuji/J apan ami Lions Eye Care 

Cen tr e ( L ECC) o f t h e 

Kalhmandu Lions C lub jointly 

o rgan iz.ed a 5-day mobile Eye 

Canlp from 27 10 3 1 October 

in the e igh t B hutanese refugee 

ca.mps in Jhapa and Morong. 

D uring the five days. the 

Learn screened 1572 refugees 

and d is t.ri buted 11 75 pairs o f 

s pectacles. Eye surgery was 

perfonned on 9 I persons . 

P E ACE MAR C H 
Under the aegis of the recentl y 

established Appeal M ovement 

Coordinat in g Counc i l 

(AMCC), some Bhutancse 

re fu gees arc re p o rtedly 

p lan ning tu m arch illto Bhutan 

from Ne p a l. Th e A M CC, 

which has appealed to the 

Bhu tanesc m ona rch f o r 

Na ti o n a l R econciliatio n , 

expec ts the marc h 

p r essure o n th e 

GoVen l me lll. 

10 put 

R OYltl 

WE REGRET THAT OWING 

TO CIRCUMSTANCES 

BEYOND OUR CONTROL 

THE OCTOBER ISSUE OF 

THE REVIEW COULD NOT 

BE BROUGHT OUT. -EDS 
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FOOL'S PARADISE 
In Dhu tan, all law abiding c it izens are contenL Eac h and every 
Dhutwlese is happy wi th the present system o f governme nt. 

The o nly people u nhappy w ith the present s t a te o f affairs are 
cri minals. A t le as t that is w hat the R oyal Government would 
like the world to belie ve, 

It is based o n this self-assuring c laim - and worse, the 

delus io n that the world believes III is fairy tale - that the regime 
co l~ t imleli to handle tJl(~ CUlTe llt crisis. One exanlple; c alls fo r 
extrad it ion o f "crimina l" Rong tJ lOng Kunley. Chairman ofth e 

Druk Na t.io nal Con g ress ( DNC )' during the 73rd National 
Asse mbly session . 

R Ollgtho n g Kunle y was arrested in May 199 1 for his 
lu le ged links w ith south e rn Dhmanes e " anti -n a tio nals" . H e 
was sc.verely to rtured in d etentiOIl. H e was forced to ~ i gn a 
confession and rel eased 0 11 July 6, 1991 . F ewing for his lire 
h e lie d the Counlt-y ill Augus t tJlat year. 

When h e le ft the country fo ur years ago there was 110 

public o utcry o r re ports ill the Bhutanese m e dia. The R oyal 

Govern mcnt was aware tJlat R o ngthong Kunley h ad sou g ht 
s h e lte r in Nepal . Out until he cam e out publicly a g ains t the 
govenulIe nt , the autho rit ies remaine d silent. Neither were 
cri minal proceedings i..rli tiated a g ainst him n o r were the re any 
au e mpts to extradite h i m fo r his alleged financial wron gdoing. 

O n June 2 1 . 1994, Rongthong Kunley formally 
annouJlced the fo rmation o f the Druk National Congress, a 
pol iticat o rgruuzatio n committed to fighting for the introduc tio n 

of re forms in Dhutan. O .... ernig ht the dissident eiUlled a 
disreputable past. TIle government n ow a lleges that h e fl e d 
the COUlltry to avoid repaying " huge debts" t h a t h ad "swell ed 

to Nu. I O, 115,345.35", A ccu s ing him of misus ing large loans 
taken rro m financial i..rl s titutions and even m isappropriatin g 

m o n ey con tributed by people for the m aintenance o f the 

temple in Sam drup J o n gkh ar, the Homc M inis te r reported to 
the National A ssembly Ill a t he was "a h abitua l gambler". TIle 
H o m e Mini s te r also s aid that " R o n g thong Kinle y fall s under 

CategOt-y 4, 'Dhutnn ese who h ave committe d erimi..rHll acts', o f 
t.he ro ur agree d catego ries o f peo ple in Nepal as accepted b y 

the Mini s terial Joint COlmluuee during the o n -going Bhut:Ul­

Nep a l talks." 
TIle attack o n ROllgthon g Kwlley's c haracter is not 

s llrl'ri s ing . Nearly five years ago, w h e n the firs t group of 
senio r Civil ser vwlts le ft the country, the aUegal io lls Wld 
chru'ges fabri cate d to maJign the ir c haracter and integrity 

were no less vicious. Out the R oyal Govemmelll . it appears. 
w ill not lew1,: i t takes m o re than governm ent ins is te n ce to 

m ake som e thing believable - it has, firs t . to have some 

clement o f truth. 
TIle prac ti ce of fabricatin g criminal c harges agains t 

p o litica l oppo n e nt s a nd indi v idual s ch a ll en~ lIl g the 
es tablishme nt is n o t n ew. But even tJle most authorit arian 

regimes w ith tJle ultimate power wld means to f a lsify e mire 

reconiS a nd fabricate whol esale evide nce se ld o m b ave 
attempted to create the impressio n tJlat all di ssen s io n is OI11y 

the resu lt of c riminal m inds with prev io u s c riminal records. 
B ecause tJle nc tof dissenting mny con s titute a cri m e. especiall y 

in eountlies w itJI re pressive goveollllents where d e m ocratic 
f reedom ia a rarity, m ost o r even all d isside nts Illay become 
... :riminals. b ut s u rely the re :lfCn ' t many n atio n s where every 

d iss ide n t is a c riminal to s tart w ith . 
TIle Bhuta n ese s ituation , and the bas k ing of a regime in 

i ts own self-c reated m y th o f a. perfectly h appy p eople unde r 
;. pe rfec t go vernmen t. has only one c lc ar p aralle l. but n o o n e 

is like ly to e n vy this comparison : Ir aq . The unanimo us 
nomin ation o f Sadd :lln H u.<:sein as the o nly Preside nti al 
ca.ndidate by the Ruling Revolutio nalY Council. the unanimous 

e ndo rsem ent or h i!! cWldidacy by the lraqi National A ssembly. 
:Illd his con sequent win. wi th 99.96% o f Ille votes in a 
rere rendulll describe d by Bag hdad as "an exerc ise in 
dcmocracy" b y people w h o "'eJtpress th eir opinion o n the 

functiOning o f tJlt! governm e nl and its in s titutions,"' s ure ly 
rcpresel\ts the o nly Olher place o n e W'!h w h ere c itizen s rue !!O 

b li !!sfull y happy with their lot. 
Fo r how lo n g will the Royal GoveOlnlent k eep up this 

pre te n se'! How m rulY o the r di sside nts will be brush e d away 

with allegations that they. like a ll those belongin g 10 DNC, 
"had s to le n goven unen t fWlds ruld absconded' ''! As the s ituatio n 
inevitably worsens and thc re ;lI"C rno re in!! t ,m ccs o rindiv iJua ls 

w ill ing to risk the ir rreed om to questio n UIC m e rits o r the 
syste m , it w ill llcoom e i nc reas ing ly m o re dif fi c ult fo r lhe 

governme nt to man u racture ra ise c harges wld evide n ce. 
Ins tead of ;.ttelllpti llg to con vey the unbelievable. the 

Royal Go vc nulIcnt wOllld do be tte r to cunced e that even Ihe 
be!! t " d minis tratio n mus t s urre r d i.<:senling voice~. T o acccpt 
Illc fa c t that there are s hortcomings in the c urre nt po li t ical 

ins titutions an d system o r govenll nent. that this goveOlOlc nl 
has been less than fair to <;o m eci tizens. and th;! t th e growing 

dissent is r e al. m ay be d iffi c ult rUld painful. but is n ecessary. 

Truth . i t is o ft e n said , is;1 b iller pill to swallow. B lit the soon e r 

reality is m e t h ead o n , tile bettcr it w ill be fo r Dhut:UI . 
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WITHOUT SHEL TER IN INDIA I 
Ar,." K",nar Singlo looks III floe c/lIlngj"8 s/alld of til e 1"dill" Go"emmem Ot. 'he issue of ,'ef"ge~-$ 

Smce m depend .. nee, India ha...; 

faced three illaJor 1I1flull. o f u-ans· 

border refugees. The first caravan 

of refugees arrived III India after 

alinll partially occupied Tibet III 

1951 and when C hLLla com pleted 

its control over T ibet in 1953, fresh 

Ulfl.qseS of refugees i(l()k sheher. 

Th ere are 100,000 Tibetan 

refugec! ILL Indta which constitu te 

morc than 95 per cent of the total 

refugee$ from that coumry. 

This avalanche was the rirsl 

a.cid test of Lt nascent democratic 

India, and Illdeed the country 

passed with nying colours. Every 

refugee fa mily fro m Tibet was 

given al teast one IlCre of land and 

they were allowed to p reach their 

religio n. cu lture, faith , practices 

and o ther social norms in line w ilh 

democratic principte of peaceful 

CO-cxlstellce. Today, the Tibetan 

rdugees are sett led III 127 centres 

spread throughout Inwa where 

they have been living since last 40 

years. 

The next round of refugees 

s tarted to trickle in India in 1969, 

when afte r the general e lec tio ns 

held in Pakistan, the Natio nal 

1\ wami Lengue of the then East 

PakLMlLl was denied of rice evcn 

after getting clear majority, leading 

to widesprend unrest. Ind ia became 

IIO$ t t090 lakh (9 million)refugees 

frum Easl Pakistan who remained 
here fo r .. Imolt three long yellTs. 

Only after Bangladesh ClUlle into 

existence, these refugees returned 

to their homeland. 

In case of the re fu gees from 

Easr PakistanI the Governmc:nt of 

In dia ad .... oeated th e,r cause 

throughout the wo rld. gained 

cruciol public ... upporl, political. 

rmanc iallllld otherwise, and finally 

en~ured the safe return of 90 lakh 

refugees. T hus it is evident that 

the treatment prov ided to the 

refugees by Indin from 1947 10 

1970, hall been broadly congruent 

wilh the Imemlllio n lL l Convention 

~ud Pro tocol on Refu gees .. nd 

over all a humanitarian approach 

wa~ followed 

Ilowever, the c urrcnt erop 

of r erugee~ fr..., m Bhutan has not 

been th llt fortunale 85 India has 

made 11 180 degree about-turn O il 

the 1}CI licy of dcalms wilh refugees 

T he problem in Bhulan 

Slarted when a large number o f 

dc.I1Klns lratlOnll were taken o ul in 

nUlJor lowns of southern Bhulan 

in September 1990. demandiug 

e.~labh slnnent of de nlOCracy in I he 

countr),. Since then. the Royal 

Govennnent of Bhutan has come 

down hellvl l)' Oil the c .li:r.en.<: of 

lIO lHhern Bhu tan. predominantly 

Inhabited by Nel'a li-speaking 

Bhutancse. Thousmtds ha\'e been 

L1 urrisolled. to rtu red and relea.sed, 

( 111 )' to I ,Lld Ihut clt'7.tm sh 'jJ or the 

wh.) IC fa mil ), LlaS been nu tli ri .. -..l. 

forclllg thcmlo n ee Ihe c<luntry. 

S, nce sou thern Ilh uta.n 

shnre~ the border With India. the 

refuge~' ~ naturally cntered tins 

counu-y and were shocked to find 

a hostile adnumsu-a\ion aw:uhng 

them. The police took lIIany of me 

refugees under their control alld 

sent them back to Bhutan after 

loading them On U"ucks. Some of 

the refugees st ayed w,th I ndta.1l 

friends, bUI no sooner the police 

leamt of th, s. the Indian citl7.enll 

t(l() were harassed by the Indian 

police. Unable to cope w ith such 

hostile envirollment a n ymore, 

these refugees were forced to 

proceed to Nepal. T oday there are 

about 100.000 Ilhutallese refugeell 

camping in Nepal and 30.000 on 

India. 

The Bhutanese refugees in 

India are living und .. r conlltan t 

terror as the Royal I\rmy and 

Police of Bhutan enter India at 

will, arrest any numberofpenons 

and take them back to Ohman. 

These refugees do no t get any 

assistance from UNI-IC R 8!1 Indlll 

has continuously refulled them the 

s tatus of refugees, whIc h IS 11 

pre requisi te for obtaining any 

financial assIStance from 

interna tional agencies. In such a 

scenario they are vi rtually livttlg 

in abjec t poverty. The stand of the 

Indian Government is that India 

has an open border with BhuLrul 

and hence there is no question of 

any Ohutanese refugeell livin$ in 

India. 
How fait have been Ihe 

di fferent slan-ds adopted by Imha 

in the ca.~e o f the T ibetan. East 

Pakistani and Bhutancsl!" refugees? 

LCI \l5 Loo k "t .omc nf the 

provisio nll enshrined III the 

Convemion Relallng to the Stntus 

of Refugees (1951) which canle 

into (orce on April 2 1. 1954; Its 

subsequenlmodificatlOlI. ProtQCol 

Re lating 10 the SlatUS of Refugees 

(1966). whic h became "ppltca'-'!e 

from October 4. 1967 and some 

later developments III this field 

It should be made .... ery clear 

that re fugee law is "n il1sepaTanle 

purtofhull"''' rights law II.!I fl,\luwS 

from the arlicle 14 (I) of the 

Unl verslll J)eelllTah ol1 of Il llmlU' 

Rights: '" Everyone h::l< the f'ghl tn 

seek and 10 e "joy I Il other cou ntrJe~ 

asylum from persecuhon. e~cept 

pc::rsecuttolls gcnuinel y an<mg 

from non-polittca1 ctllnes..,r from 

acts contrar y to the princ l ple~ or 

Lhe Umted Nations .' I\~ we all 

must be awarC that Ihe Il\ethod. or 

persecullon c hange wllh tlllle as 

do the (:oncepts of human Tlghls 

Thus, the uylum cotlSlJ\ute. the 

leading pn ncip te of internlllLnnal 

refugee law. 

Unfo Tlun8tely. t h e term 

refugee. as defined in I\rticle ) of 

the pwtocol. mainly deals with 

the refugee ... o f W orld \Vnr 11 nnd 

leaves (l thet ar cnll undelined Il ut 

tins grave o miSSIon 10". wa~ 

rectified after a decade T hl.' 1969 

OAU ConventlCOn Goverllln g the 

S pecific I\ spect~ of Refugee 

Prohle"'s Jl1 I\frlca eunfi r 1I,t'd the 

19: I refugre defilltlu-.n o( Ihe 

protocol. and then added m ar-Itele 

I 2: "The lenn refugee shall alsn 

apply 10 every perWIl who. owing 

10 external Ltgsresslo ll. QCcu patlon. 

fo re Ign donllnat,on or events 

seriously dlsturbmg public order 

lit either part or whole o f IllS 

country of Ort g1ll or nutHlnll.hty. is 

compelled 10 leave hIS place o f 

habulIal residence In order to s"ek 

refuge in another place outside IllS 

counu-y of origin or nationalily:' 

This I\frican derinition of the de 

faCIO refugee has lVon widespread 

acceptance. 

Ou close serul. ny of the two 

dlffen ng stands take n by India in 

ease of the T ibetan and Ea~t 

Pakislam refugeesolllheone hand 

and the Bhuta!lcse refugees on the 

other, one Can1}OI escape Ihe 

c<)Uclusion that there are g rn"'" 

problems WIth the Indian stand on 

the issue o f Bhutllnese rdugees. 

\Vhl le Tibetan and Eas t PakIstani 

refugees were almost instantly 

grant ed re fu gee status, the 

Bhutaneseref ugecs, e .... en after ri \'e 

years, have been denied the same. 

The very lirst count oll which 

India has failed III in protecting the 

rig ht s of refugees pro\'ided in 

article 14(1) o f the Uni venal 

DeclaTlltion o f I luman Rights, 10 

which India tll legally bound as a 

s ignatory. Thesccondcount which 

totally ell.poses the hollowness o f 
the Government's sLand U m 

dechn LIIg refugee statu~ to the 

Bhutanese on the pretext of an 

open Indo-Bhutanese border In 

the lI ght o f Inclu s .on and 

recognition of the I\frican 

defimllon of refugees by the UN 

and the l1NIIC R. IndIa can no 

Innger tllke any shf"lter under the 

pretext th '" India-Bhutan Treaty 

o( Peace and Fri .. ndshlp does not 

allow India to ,nterfere III the 

",temal nllltters of D hUlan. ClellTl y. 

a S]\U><tI01l where thousands o( 

Dhu tanese are forced to flee 

Bhutan. can no longer l-oe 

c<l I1 ~ldered all:1Il L11lernnl 1 ~~UC of 

Bhulan . 

ThJ~ IllIldline stand of IndIa 

." indeed IIlt"'!;lI1ng. Perhaps. the 

Govern ment does IlOt flt.cl Jt~elf 

competent cncough to race the long­

I~nll repereu.sion~ nfler g ranting 

the stalus of refu gees to the 

Bhutnne~e nOW Il\"ltlg m India. as 

11 WIll then be bound to prolecl 

theIr nght~ and il1l t.ale ma'l)" 

programnlC< for the,r well-hem!; 

Or Ihe Goven1lnent (>f Ind.a may 

he of thl' \'leW that onc person tthc 

Ktng) . ~ a1waYi easy to handle 

than the e lected reptesentaItVI'~. 

IU the latlt'T ar", an~we .. ahlc It> 

Pariio.ment 

Whatever may be Ihe reaSOn. 

hut n sharp increase in Ihe mental 

bankruplcyofpolitical leaders. like 

co rrupll pn. IN a universal 

phenomenon and Ihe developmg 

worl<1 I.~ nO excepllOn_ 

T h ,' I'i"",'o'r, Ne ... Delhi 
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The Tshogdu or the National 
Assembly of Bhutan purportedly 
1$ the the kingdom's "Icgislahve" 
organ. the establishment Qf which 
"transformed Ihe country into a 
cons ti tutional m OIlBrchy" 
IlCconhng 10 tc;.;tbooks 11\ use in 
DhutBnese ~chools (nre l/iSfory 
of nIl/wm. Ilasratl. Bul, from lite 
muure of Its composition to the 
mannet In wh ic h issues are 
rcsolved. there .s little evidence 
that th .... instItution ha s evet 
managed to hold its own against 
thegovemment. True. the lateking 
who ~e t up this I 50-member body 
"' 1953 Introduced so me 
revolutionary ideas in Ihe lale 
sl;.; tles by requinng the mo narch 
]llntSc If to seek a voteof confidence 
from the Assembly at regular 
IIl1ervnls. and empowered the 
Auembly to approve the 
Inollarch's nonunalion of nUll1sten 
l!very fivc years and also gave it 
the power 10 remove nunis ters by 
1l1ajonly vote at any lil1l'" But the 
A$~embly w!Uved its authority to 
question and vet the king in 1972. 
aud the members have 
oonveniently "forgollen" aboul its 
Olher authority with regard to 
Mlnl sle rial appointment and 
rell1Qval. Under the cir'cu mstam:es. 
It is l,ttle wonder that the body 
only meets when called upon 10 do 
"'0 hy Ihe Kin g and IllS 
Government. No one questions 
why ru les are contravened. regul ru­
~eSS lons skipped, o r announced 
sessions mysteriously postponed. 

The governmente" sures tltllt 
much is made of the deliberations 
of Ihe Nlll ional Assembly and 
portrays the dectslOns adopted by 
the body 35.belllg the v,ews o f the 

publl" Ilnd representatIve of thc 
choice of the pcople. But 
Bhutancse, aware of the qualities 
and caltbre of rnemben "elected" 
10 represent thcm, are quite c lear 
I1110utthe actual role and functions 
of the Tsllogdll. They rccoglllzc 
the theatrics. Outsiders, however. 
permitted only a superficial vIew. 
elln often be lI11sled into believing 
that "democracy" is truly lit work 

The 73rd session which look 
1'1 tlCe after over a gap of more thall 
tWO years concluded Otl Septemb~r 
2. SLltce the last s i;.; years. Bhutan'S 
only newspaper, the offi cial 
weekly K,u!nse/ , has been 
providmg the proceedings of the 
se .• s lolU in the fo rm of 11 

supplement. A cursory look at the 
26-page report shows the level of 
gt)vernment control of the 
proceedings 

The session was poslponed 
III.S! yeaT. Ihe Speaker explained. 
on the CommlUld of rhs Majes ty 
tn v iew of the Oil-going btlateTlll 
lalks wtth Nepal. Whil e 
reCOgll11.tng the priority which the 
Royal Government has attached 
10 the soulhem problem, it is s lill 
Inconceivable that the 1110S1 
mlportant institu tion ofthc country 
s h o uld not meet on such an 
OCCOUIII. Indeed. it is precisely 
dllnng such grave occasions that 
Ihe body s hould have been called 
for addilional euraordinary 
SeS!<lOll.'i. In any case. il is clearly 
evident who actually calls the 
shots, and why attempts to VIew 
the D hutanese National Asse mbl y 
WIth uny degree of scriousness 
WQuld be lIbsurd. 

The members may h ave 
dehberated at length on .each and 
every agenda item, but to what 
end. Regardle.~s of the level of 
debates and e;.;change of view!. 
nccord mg to Ihe record o f the 
proceedtngs, H,variably all 
deCISIons taken havc beel! liS 

commanded by His Majc.~t)' ti,e 

King. 
If all dectsions made by the 

National Assembly were taken as 
a result of being commanded by 
the King, need lhe Assembly have 
lIlet at all? The Royal Government 
cou ld just as easily have 
promulgated these deCIsions 3ll 

Royal Decrees. But the sham of 
"people's part icipation" and 
"democratic governance" needed 
to be e;.;hibited for the world to 
see. Indeed, lately this forum has 
taken on lhe added responsibili ty 
of confirming the people'sloyahy 
and pledging support fot the 
sys t em. Consequently, the 
recurring theme in the past few 
seniong is the members' d"si re 10 
reaffinn the people's support for 
the present system and pledges o f 
loyal ty for Ihe regime III the form 
of gt!!njas(signedagreemenl5) and 
elllOIlOnal speeches. 

Whether Ihose lisle1l1ng to 
Iheorators add a pinchof $I11tlo all 
the wordy and flowery sentiments 
expressed by the people'~ 

represent::tlives is uncleill', bUIIIOI 
everyone could huve 'niosaed out 
011 the irony in the Home M misler's 
labelling of Rongthong Kinley as 
"a two-faced person." Accepted 
alld required "tradi tIOnal " 
behaviour calb on individuals to 
act -literally- in a certain manner 
before royalty. Indeed. il is not 
enough to be afraid. one must show 
fear; and it is not enough 10 be 
loyal. one must display s igns o f 
loyallY. This calls for ullabWlhed 
sycoph ancy with the auendant 
problem: when is any thing real? 
When are people only behaving 
a.c:cording to required 110n115. and 
when are tbey driv"" by real 

emolLons? When the H o m e 
Mml$ter recalled that earlier 
"Rongthong Kinley had pra,sed 
I·hs Majesty ulld the previou s kings 
at great length" but had now 
d isplllyed his "fIllse Rnd 
treacherous character". mallY 
members may have squtrllJed: 
wou ld their own songs of praise 
and p ledges be believed? If 
ROllgthong embarrassed the King 
with his flattery III Samdrup 
Jo ng,khar. could HJsMajesty now 
trust the equally verbose and 
emollOllal display of support') 

As members trted to OUldo 
one another in ellpr"ssing their 
support for the government. as 
alW!\ys. the National Assembly 
resounded w ith ma;.:ims allcl .~aws. 
Since eloquence in Dzol1gkha is 
largel y dependent on judicious use 
o f appropriate m:ui ms, trOOitional 
saymss liuer the Assembly noor. 
" Big ob Jecti ves take ti lm: \0 ful m "; 
"a Iiger's $lTipes are on tbe ou tside 
while the \.rUe inlenllons of a person 
tlre 1I1side." e tc. Unfortunately. 
someli mes Ihe samc say ing IS 

sometimes used to lend support to 
complete ly opposite gilUlltion5. 
During the 73rd se1<sion , the 
Dzongdag of Sarbhang mai ntnined 
Ihat all relatives of ngolops lIIust 
be.rcmoved from thenudst of loyal 
Citizens and thrown out of the 
country because "mI lk should no t 
be diluted with water." Only a 
week Illter. on September 9. 
e;.; pressing his COI,cern over 
alleged attempts by 90m e to bring 
differences between people from 
the east and west on account of 
religion, H is Majc.~ly the King said 
that Kugyu and Nymgmn were. a.~ 
"harmonious as milk and wlltcr." 

While 011 the topic of 
rel1gton. the Fo rei&" MUlLster 
reported to tbe Assembly th;,t one 
of thc mllm rClISo n that ~ome 
ocgnnizations 3$ststed the rer ugecs 
was to cnable them to couvert 
refugees to Ch r iSlll'lluty 111 
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e;.;chan ge f o r handouts a n d 
facilit ies. While th,s is itself news 
to many, thc Foreign MI nister went 
on toconfir1l1 dlat mo rc thall 3,000 
in the camps hOO already been 
converted. TheabtlilyoftheRoyru 
Goveml1lent to produce stat,stics 
and data from. ill this cll!le. literal ly 
nowhere is' astoundmg I ThIS figure 
Illay now have beoome another 
" true fact" in the QQvenu nenfs 
reposttory. bUlthe restofthe world 
sti l l awaits the most ~ i gllificant 

"true fact" - the actulII population 
figu res for Ihe country. 

The Home M 11lIs ter'g task 
was made easy by e"cellen t 
c horeogrtlphy. IIavtng ensured 
Ihat members spoke as coached, 
he was then able to add Ihat "there 
was much substance to the points 
raised by the people's 
representative." I-le abo made 
public an excellent observation 
while eMlorting the people 10 be 
vigilant against Ihe e11lry mto the 
country of ouuidcrs IInd 
"cmigran ts". reminding t h e 
members that any uutsidcr or 
villager who had lcft thc country 
CIDI be easily detected 111 their 
villoge by Ihe villagers. The s rune 
HomeMinisterhadearlierelrumed 
on the BBC Ihat 100,000 Illegal 
inunigrants surrepll tiousl y setlled 
down in the country and remained 
undetected in soud.crn Bhutan . 
Because of the small populution 
almost everyolle does know 
everyon e else, so Ihe lates t 
admiss ion IS true. but hi5 earlier 
claim is just olle of the many ::true 
facts" concocted by the resune. 

Still another agenda item of 
interest was related to the problem 
of Bodo rrulttant actlVtty along the 

Indo- Bhutan btHde r . The 
surprtsmg th1l1g about thIs debale 
was that the Bhutanese press 
earried no reports .. bout Bodo 
attacks. If there were no attacks. 
why Ihe big fu ss: and if there were 
frequent allacks why were they 
not reported. Instead, all criminal 
activities along Ihe southem belt 
have either been directly o r 
imlirectly attnhuted t(') "an\! ­
national terrorists" . Only Ihe du mb 
Bhulanese. therefore. would fail 
10 rllld it odd that wllhouta single 
report of cruninal act ,V1l1es by 
Bodos in Bhutanesc territorylhere 
should be a Nal10llal Assembly 
deb:'le and a National Assembly 
resolution calling on Ihe 
governmcnt to "Inke into 
con.~ideration Ihe dIfficult ies !Uld 
Kidll faced by the people due to 
the Bodo problem" and initiate 
dialogue with the Governmenl of 
India_ Willlhe crHIl111al activities 
of Bodo militants Sill! rematrl 
wi th in the Nallo",,1 A~~"mbly 
walls and the KlIf!llsel sUl'plemet tl. 
or wlll the truth ahout the "true 
facts" f"ganiing "tcITl'rt s t a\t:u:ks" 
be disclosed. and discredit 
apportioned where i t IS rel11lydue? 

BeS Ides featuring ill the 
separat.e agenda Hem. the Bodos 
were also in focus durIng the 
deliberations on the ])ungum 
Cemenl Projecl. "Iftt were 110t fOf 
the Bodo problem. the DUllgsam 
Cement Project ",ould have been 
'1I1plemel1ted long ngc.>," 11, 5 
Majesty ~aid. De.~ ides the secunly 
of project personnel. Bodo 
militwtts would hamper movemcl1t 
of goods and dIsrupt powcr IInd 
conunu nicat ion lines. the Minister 
for Trude ami Industry informcd 
members. Strangely, ho wevcr. if 
d o nor assistance co uld be 
mobIlized the project wlllch has 
been unable to takeoff for the last 
15 years for vartou~ re:L"on~ would 
begin inunedintely regardleu of 
thesecutlty problems Il lS M ,lJesty 

declared. 
While much of whnt takes 

place on the National Assembly 
noor could be CTl llclzed and 
ridiculed, Ihere IS one disturbing 
issue requiring follow -up by 
appropriate authOrities. The 
allcgations of the Royal 
Government tltat people reg istered 
in the camps are responsible for 
many or the cnnunal activities 111 

soulhern Bhulan I1pparently need 
10 be taken rnore serIOusly by 1·los 
Maje.'<ty·s Govcrnment of Nepal 
and the UNIICR. In Ihe past, 
Bhutanese Government elaims of 
such "terrorist" ac tivity have been 
disregarded 11$ propaganda maInly 
because some early i n vestigalions 
did not s ubstanliate $uc h 
allegatiolls. H owever, in vicw of 
the IlI rge number of alleged 
criminals supposedly eOIl1l ng from 
the camps, the authonlles musl 
initiate an investIgation. Crime 
directed against innocent ci v'hans. 
especially Ihose alreudy in dire 
circumstances, cannot and should 
nOI be condoned. 
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"IN QUOTES" 
"The suggeSlion 10 ell tend the 

permanent membershIp o f Ihe 

SecurilY Council may result in 

undermtnlilg the role and 

functions of the o the r members 

of the UN." 

His Majl!S ty I he King. NlI lio n.:>I 

A.~Sf'!mbly . A u gos t 31. 1995. 

" India's candtdature me r its 

serious cons ide rallon on the 

g r ounds of equ,tab l e geo­

grnphkaJ representatIon. Ihe large 

size and e110nt1QU~ potential of 

the Indian economy. and Ihe facl 

that one·si;':lh of munkind Itve ill 

India." 

FOTeign Minis ter, V.N. Gen erol 

ASSf'rnbly. Octob.,r 10, 1995. 

"Bhutan bel levesthat.on the basis 

of any objectIVe enlerta. J apan, 

one of the forelnost economic 

powers of the world today would 

qualify for membership." 

f'o .. "ign Minish 'r, U.N. G ... " e l',1 

Assembly. October 24. 1995. 

11 
MEDIA SCAN 11 

MOUNTAIN EXO DUS AS CU LTU R ES COLLIDE 

A policy of whal many Nepalt officials desCribe as "B05ma-style .. thnic 

cleansing" continues to take Its toll tn the H imalayau kingdo m of Bhutan 
away fcomthe world gaze. Evictiolls have been goingollsin.;e 1990. alld 
Ihereare now aboul <)0,000 Bhutaneserefugec$ in Nepnlesecflmps. and 
another 30.000 livmg in India. 

Hundreds have bee" Jailed and allegedly tortured or even .'<hot 
Houses. shops and place!! of worshIp have beo:n deslToyed. \Vomen and 
children lITe suffering Hldignity and hUllu!tauon. 

h IS a story of culture III colhslOn The reason for the Bhutan 
Government'$ p<"hcy of evtcuon~.s fear of dem0i:raph,c lIlundatioll Its 
populalton conn<IS of three main ethmc groups: the Ngalung Drukpas 
of \Vest Bhut:lIl. Ihe ruling etlullc group (161)t'rcent). SlITchops (31 PCI 
cent). al1d Nepah-spenking people (53 per ccn11 

The tU IUlg mmori ty f cll Ihut lis identity was about 10 heoverwhcllh,Hi 

by the lIlajonly. mal1Y of whom. the G overnment says. arc Illegal 
i,runigrants. The elhme Nepalls stayed on Illeglllly. say officials, after 
being brought In to bUIld roads and buildIngs or 10 work 'n pnvately­
owned o range g roves and cardamom planlalLon< The mnow eontmucs. 
officials say, because southern Bhutan has fr"e educ:lllon alld health 

services, good wages and land for famung 
KinJ,l Jtgme Smgye Wangchuck recently told Jouma!i.t< that "in 

the nellt ID, 15 or 20 years. Bhutrul wtllllolonger"'~ " r hutanes.e llalron 
It will be a Nepali State." I-Ie and semor ('Omctals', lVe u<ed the term 

"end!Ulgered specIes" to descnbe Drukpas 
Fm;;! move WIIS a new C1Il7enship ActIn 11185. which retroactlvcly 

m!roduced neW cillzen~lup cnleria. dcclaring prc,·t<'us government 
policies on tlte tssue null and void. In 1988. a roy"l decree demanded 
slIict nlltlOnwtde observ!UJce of Driglam Nam7ha. a codc uf social 

eliqueue specifiC to the Drukpas 
The aim of Ihese ruld Olher measures. chums Kunak Manl D,;';I!. 

OO1l0r of the Kathmandu-b311ed magazine. 1-11",<1 1. und author of a stUU} 

of refugees III KlIthmandu. IS 10 rid Bhulan of a large numher of Its 
legitllllate Nepalt·speakmg citizens unlll their prop"t1to ll 1$ reduced to 

a "mauageable level ". 
The CJtpull',on5 and departures have e;.:c tlcd hllle IIltemational 

intereSI beeauseofBhuta"'s remotcness. its rellcentmedla.the ~ympalhy 
of many rorelgners forOl.e of the world's lasl rClluul1lng S hnngn Las. anu 
the willingness n f Ihe eountry'~ gtallt oouthern nelghb~'ur. [ndill. to tUfll 

11 bhnd eye. 
The numher of refugees, uccordmg to the Umled NalLons I ltgh 

COl1unissloner for Refugees (UNI ICR) grew frNH :'i.OOO "I Seplember 

19911050,000 in July 1992. 
Says UN IICR officIal Arun Salangram "They ru-e ac tu ally 

Bhutllnese CIIL7.en~. :t~ all theIr documents clearly ~ugge"L. 
The rerugee.~. hke rerug .. eseverywh .. re. have hearl -tcndll1S $tories 

to tell .. 
Shortly berore he wu ('Ousted fmlll power by "parh:unentary 11<'­

confidence vot" ill September. Nepalese Prunc Mtnl~ler Ma11ll1nhan 
A<lluk.arl $ald Ihat "now Nepal w,lI no t allow the tnnUII ~,rrcllJgees \VO: 

cannot evcn b"1I1 Ihe hurtlen of Ihe ellislmg ones. \Ve had SI.' rnul1<l~ "f 
diSCUSSIons with Bhutan hut nothmg ha.q comc nut Wc want t<l conllnue 
our talks with Bhumn IUld IndIa. But fir~t. le t Bhu lIIl1 t:ok .. hack .. lithe 
Bhutancsc 111 the eumps, and Ihel1 decide who are the <·1l17en~." 

Bhutan's poSitiVI! IS th'" the quesllo" of acCl'ptlrlj! ct117enq t>a<.:k 

should be raised o nly ruter the two governments hllve calegort<ed the 

refugees and estabhshed Ihelr authent ICIty 
Gemi"i News _ Ne ... Slrail J'imcs. Sing<lport!!, Seplt'mh('1 2,. JQ9~ 



'1'1,1' Sl'twkl'r shallfit I"~ dale of 
sessltm,< oflhe N",irmul Assembly 
... I.ie" s"a ll h" , ... icea ),ellr, Du' i,. 
I'",,,rgen r- ies "nd ""d".· 
.. t:/r<lordinan· drc NmS'IIIIC"S, 'h" 
S,Jt'tlkl'r. ",i,Io ,11" n Ol'al COfll",(wd 
af Ilts MaJesfy, mll)' com 't'IIt! 11 

mt'clmg (1/ 'HIlI""" ~ 
nul" No. 10, C.",st'/"" Oll of 1/1" 
T~hogdu (N"' iomJi A.fumMyj of 
81111'('" . /953 

'nu:: NatIonal A ssembly m et 
for the 73rd ~esslon (rorn Augus t 
10 to September 2 tillS yeur. a full 
two years after the 72 nd meeting 
{July 8-30. 1993). Rule No.IO, 
like the august Ills tttu\]on itselr. 
uh" lously WIIS nevet meam be 
takcn senou.!'ly Considenng the 
C rL SI~ III the kingdom, thts 
"democrattc" l11St ltUllOn of 
"e]ect"d" represelltnllvCll of the 
people would have been expected 
to meetlllore frequently 10respond 
to the sItuation. 011 the contrRTY. 
the hody ostenSibly e lt'lIted to 
c""ble C'() nsultations and collecti ve 
dectslOns ["The AdnllnlStratlOn 
will be run acconhng to the 
decIsIons taken by the Nalional 
A~setllbly." tbe Preumble of the 
Constitution states] only \lltS 011 

the sideli lles awaitlllS a cal l to Jlut 
up a show. 

[)espile the two_year hiatus, 
however. the entire cas t 
comprtslllg representptoves of the 
Government ,wd the peo ple, 
performed to perfect lOll, and the 
73rd seSSIOn concluded without 
allY untoward incident orawkward 
mo ments. True. the Spe:Utcr shed 
light on the rcasons be:hllld the 
postponemenl of ttu, l'ame seUlon 
announced last yellr • 11 was 

pt.lstlX'lied 0 11 the C\.')lIull(lIId of 
HIS Majesty the Kmg so as not to 

teopardize delicatc lIegotlatlons 
WIth Ncpal. members were told -
but nClther the Speaker nor the 
Gover nment e:tplained, and 
member.!' did not thought tt fi t 10 

"Iuestion, IhecoIIVenicl1t disregard 
uf procedure s. The Speakcr's 
e:tplanatioll, II may be oloser-ved, 
on ly took care of the nllssed 
Septemloer 1994 session, bUl 110 

one dared ratse 'IUeStLonl ahout 
lapses III procedures or why. 
WIthout discussiolls in the house, 
the usuallwiee-a-year l'Qutine had 

been dispensed With. 
I n the reccnt past . in 

contravention of I~ule 10, sessions 
have bcen called ollly once a year 
\Vill this latest gap of two years 
now become the norm, or is the 
wldemng gap bctween seSSIOIlS an 
,ndlcahon that the IIlstitut;on tS 
beIng phased OUI alto~ether'! 

The agenda which facilitated 
lengthy 'deliberlllJon,' anddehales 
. a literal tllCasurebeing thellumber 
of pages 111 the K" ,,"sr/ 
Supplemenl w h Ic h I ~ gelli ng 
thIcker over the years. 14 pages 
forthe70lhsessionin 1991. 16 for 
the 71 SI in 1992,23 for the 72nd In 
1993, and 21) fo r the 73rd - was 
almost a repeat of the past two 
seulons. Out for the imroducuon 
of a lIew dissident targct III the 
penona of Rongthong Kunley. a 
rcrun o( our coverage of Ihe 1993 
meeting may have been IX'Sl!tble. 
I hghlighL~ of the 73rd l'cumn: 

cover 98.3% of Ihe current 
expemliture 111 1994-95. amI 
e:'lprt'$$ed confidcnce thRl dunng 
the ne:'l t fi scal year all recurring 
e:'lpclJsel! wou Id be covercd hy 
internal reVcnue. There were no 
ques(]ons raLl!ed by the lIIemhcrs. 
nor e:tplanatlOn! proffered by the 
G overnment. r egarding the 
fmallcia} report for the fiscal year 
1993 ·94 whIch. because th e 
Assembly did no t mee t during all 
of 1994, had not been placed before 
the Assembly. 
ISSUES R i-: I, AT E I) T O D E V. 
ELOPM ENT I' ROGRAI\ II\I£ 
ROADS, T he reques t ~ by the public 
for three feeder roMi5 came to the 
following condusloll: 
'The National Assemhly de(."ided 
that, .as co muulI, cl.,d b y His 
Ma j es t y 'h c Ki n g . the 
coustruclloll of the Sruntse· 
Dorokha road should be resumed 
within the Seventh Plan If donor 
assIstance Clm be mobilised." 
"Likewisl', I-l i." M a j es ty ,,"us "Iso 
1,1 .. " sed '0 CO'" I11:o"d that the re­
alignment o f the feeder rond fwm 
Tas lllY!'llLgphu \0 T hrlllls hing 
shou ld also be included ill the Plan 
if dOIl<>r asslstllnce can be 
mobilis(-d." 
"'l1e National Assembly dec.ded 
that, .a ll cu mma nd ed by Hi s 
1\1,.j.,.. , y the King, the P lanning 

Comml~sion must ~pve high 
priority to finding funds for the 
T ashithaug-GIIlIII l'Qild :;0 Lhllt it 
can be cunstrueted durmg thc 71h 
P lan." 

T he House abo discussed 
issues relatillg tothees tablishment 
of indu.'ltries ill the norlh, the 

C5talolishment o f a new Rlgney 
school iu eastem Ohutan and Ihe 
problem related to unsafe bus 
ser.'Lces. DUI the 2.000 MT per 
day Dun gsnm Cement Projcct 
mus t surely s tand Out for all the 
perplc:'ling argumcnts it seems to 
have generated. 
DUr\GSAM CEM ENT PROJECT, 
Responding to requeslll fr o lll 
members from the east to either 
start the proJector to allowowners 
LO cultivate the land· people are 
s lill paying laxes fo r land 
appropriated for the project by the 
Government ten yertrs ago - the 
Trade and Indu s try MlIIis ter 
blamed Bodo militants for Ihe 
GovemIIlC]1t's inability to lake up 
[he project. "If it were not for the 
Dodo p roblem, the DUllgsam 
Cemcnt Project would have been 
Implemcnted long ago." H, s 
Majesty s t a t ed. reminding 
members of the securily ri sks to 
personnel, difficulty UllIlovement 
goods Ihrough B odo territory ete 
But, in a surprising Iwis t at the 
end, "the Nationl\t A ssembly 
decided that. " 5 s lll tc <l b )' I-l is 
Majesty the K in g , if the cost of 
the DungslUn Cement Project call 
be ohtained l'I$ grant, the project 
should be ,tarted wilhout allY 
further delay." Wh"t happened to 
security eonceTIIs and "constallt 
danger to Ihe people working o n 

Ihe project"'! 

ISSUES KELATEU TO N(;U l.O I' 

PROBLEM 
'TRUE' f li e rS: T hesesston hegan 

1llJl)(;t.'I' RE.'iEl''TAT ION with a repeat f'f the s tandard 
I.t lllowlngthepractlcee~t:lh l l ~ hed Government sloryl ltlc about frec 
III the recent past. the FlIlllnce food and fa/ltasll e (ac , htle~ Ullhc 
Mtnls ter prcsented a review of the camps, VIllagers havmg wllhngly 
pa.~t fiscal yeru and the Nallonal emigrated dlSregardlllg the pleas 
hudget fo r 1995·96 I ll.' dL!lClosed of the Klllg. offiCials neelllg WIth 
that dOllle~tlc revenue was able to gove/lllllcnt funds, and terronst~ 

and non-Dhutanese III the camps 
In view o f thcse lrue /tlctS, the 
Assembly denllltlded. "Outside 
agencies providll1g fI~sistmlce to 
the IIgolnps should be Ipvell dear 
information ami 11'11<' racts ab~,ut 

the IIgo10Jl8" Thc R oyal 
(joverulllent clenrl)' protests too 
much. prl1nanly because L1ellhel 
is the regllne', "eulon of r,-,,,I> a 
fact nor IS thc concocled "erslon 
o f theIr filct the trUlh 
R ELAT I VES O~" Nt.: O LO I'S, 
RepeatIng the arguments o f the 
past three sess.on s, members 
clllled for the removal of n:Jat"'es 
of "!!olop~ from govern m ent 
service Bnd their ellpuision frO ln 
the country. The Deputy Minister. 
Royal Ci vii St'r\'ice COl1mllsslOI1 
( RCSC l, ably defended his 
char!es. lIItllntallllllg Ihal RCSC. 
in keeping with the d,rectives of 
the King. would not I'ldopl any 
dlscnmi11lltor'ypulley. I lis Majesty 
intervened to renund members that 
civil .!'crvallts IIlUSt be goveTlled 
by Cl vd service rcgulauons and 
that it is 1\ pUlllshable offence to 
force allY Bhutanese CItIzen to 
leave the country. It would have 
helped if such rule.~ were adhered 
to before R hundred thousand 
became homeless. 
EXTRADITION at' RONGT HONG 
KI NL E Y, The tirade directed 
towards the Chairman of the Omk 
National Congress (ONC) was not 
unexI>ccted. In fnet, ac<..-o rding 10 

reports. not withstunding t he 
Spcrnlter's e:t.planalion, the time 
required la carefully o rchestrate 
this section of Ihe agenda was the 
main reason fur the IX'stponemelll 

of thc 5ession schedU led las t year. 
Wh!le protesllng the need 

for prolonged diseussion~ o n "such 
an insigmficant per501I", the l lolllC 
MinISter ILt the sa me tlllle 
choreogrnphed a le llgthy character 
assilssination plot. He distnhuted 
a booklet 011 the backgrou nd of 
R o ngthong KlIIley and hi s 
colleagues, alld spent <"-ollsldcrable 
time d evelopi ng the regime's 
version of the ne:'l US between 
Ronglhollg Kinley !lnd Ihe 
ngolops. UllderstandAbly. 
Rongthollg Kmley who ncd In 

Nepal III 1991 becamea"cr;m;nal" 
ollly whcn he publicly became a 
diSSIdent. 
BA N ON R ET UR N OF 
' EM IG RANTS', The 73rd session 
agal1l e nacted the drama of the 
past two seSStO lL S and InSIsted that 
those who had left Ihe country be 
ballned from relUrlllng "Not only 
must these people IlCver be allowed 
to return , but all those who have 
been hell'mg the m and are still in 
the COUIIIT)' must be scnt out." the 
members sllId. Olll Pradhan. the 
only Mintster of NepaJi-o~igi n. 

took Ihe oppoTlunllY to IIdd: "not 
even one person froll1 the camps 
must be a llowed to return " Of 
course both Om Pradhan and the 
l1>embers were aware [hat these 

camp~ IIl1d also twted [hat the lalks 
were f'i.'stponl'd several t.mes 
N-Gau~e <If Nepal. Somc mClllbl'fS 
"e:trreued olJlrage U I the Nepal 
govcmment's s taLement thal Ihe 
problem IS hetween the people 111 

the cam ps and th c Royal 
(jovenm'ICilt ofBhutan" and called 
for dlSCOllt II1U al1011 of [he bI lateral 
talks. The Assembly. however, 1Il 

View of the fllCI that lhe matte. "f 

re""lvin¥- the pn,blem had been 
entrusted to the Klllg. agreed wnh 
I·IIS M:\)esty thallhe bIlateral talks 
would be: continued. 
RUI' l'ATKO LLl NG, The Chief 
Operations f)ff,cer o f the Royal 
O\mtan Army l ROA) respouding 
torequests for addillOnal patrolhn~ 
III the south I:>y the Royal Bhutall 
Po lice, stBled thutthe Pohce force 
was double ilS 1991 strength. The 
area wus va~ t . but Ihe ROP "will 

cO lltlllu e to do their be51 10 

safegua~d the security of the 
people." [There hu been no 
ill$tllnCe of IU'rest of nllscrellntS or 
"terrorist~" by the police. All 
crlllllllal~ apprehended so far have 
beell eaugh t by villagers 
lhelllSelves.] 
PRESENCE OF NGOLOl'S L~TII E 

NORTII , At the behest of members 
from Paro and Thimphu districts 
this agenda was again repeated 
frolll previoLl~ ~ess ions , but may 
have laken o n added s ignifican ce 
since another breed of 'ngolops 
from the eaSI had emerged. T he 
deci.!'ion of the tWO p revio\ls 
seniollll, call ing fo r incrcased 
vigilanee on the pari of Ihe gup.f 
and c:himis was reiterated. 
MILITIA TRAIN ING, Responding 

to requests fo r miioliR traming fo~ 
more people, the RBA Chief 
reported that the miliha scheme: 
had been dlScontlllued s in ce 
J anulU}' of this year. 9,895 militIa 
vo lunteeu we re trai ned s trlce 1991 
and 4.864 deployed in the south 
0 11 rotOllion. It IS slglllficant that 
m051 ofthc "volunteers" were fl'Qm 
the east Wilh the IIIcreased level 
of dluidence III thllt region, iI is 
unhkely Iha! the mIlitia schenlC 
WIll resume 111 Ihe near future 
FIREA RMS FOR VILLAGE 
VOLUNT EERS, In vIew of thc 
increased crmunal aetivtlies. the 
people from tht' southI'm tllStrictlf 
huve repeat ed ly requested fOI 
fircarms toprotecl thelTlSelves lA 11 
registered firearms belonging to 
vJ1lager8 in southern OhutllJ1 were 
collecled by the government III 

1990, and thereglmeoftcndisplays 
these as arms captured from 
'l1ullta llls'1 \\'hlle the H ouse, Q~ 
per cen t eO Il1p. 19I1I£ non­
southe rn ers, cuulioned the 
Govcnmlcnt· "when black is st .1I 
nu t fully dl~l1nguiShable flom 
whIle and parents cannot trustthetr 
clnldren. It wou ld be bellcr m'tto 
ISSUe firearllls for some time" 
I-hs Majesty sugge~ted that "the 
1·lome MlIllSlry and the Royal 
Bhutan Army draw up Il 

demands dId no t fit m with th e: comprehenSive report on the 
KIIl~ 's magnalumous deciSIon to 1Il0daliues and lules govermng, lhc 
take back any person found to use of r'rearl1l.~" followltlg whIch 
hllve becn for Cibly evicted, and LhotshaJl1pll 8"IIS and chimis 111 

lll ~ generoul decree 110111 fo rcibly hig h ri5k areas mllY he issued 

evic ting" I1hutal1esc citizcn is a firearms 
pUIllshablc o ffellce. Out what RO LE OI1Nf;l'ALGOVERNME:",T : 
betlcr wRyt"showasclllhlanccof T he ro le o f the Nepale~[' 
adchateandthecn[lsldcHllell1ould gtlvernll1enl was discussed IIlthc 
(If the K"'~! cOllte:<.t o f al leged terron~t 

RIl UTA N.NJ; I'A I. TALKS The aCI1Vlt l e~ hemg (iJrecled fn·m 
mel1lher~que~l l\lIled l hellllen"()IlS refugee camps In Nepal \Vhl lc 
of thc Gnverumc.!I1 of Nepal w the RO)'1I1 GO"ernment's 
resolve the pTtlhlcm of pt·,'plc '" pr0l'a~alldll of " t erron<ts~ III Ill<" 

camps or ehewnere tlllght n<.)1 
int erest Nepal or the UNI ICR. tf 
the rc.lSe"idence of cnnunal gilllgS 
opernlHlS from 1111' camps. I-IMG 
ami UN I le R must act. The Royal 
c;,;.vemment claims to hold 112 
reglstcred refugces caught by 
Village .volunteeu If they are 
mde:ed reglslered III the eamps and 
were apprehended in the act or 
(."onllnltllng 1l crime agaInst 
helple~$ villageu. no punIShment 
would be severe enough 
11) El\'TI Flt.:ATION O F l'EOI'LE, All 
!elllllve~ of ngolo!,.'! should he 
c.'1iled and a thorough screenm!,' of 
people ha""l! lItI work or 
respollubillly 'n Thlmphu I~ 

IIcees~a ' y. the member frum 
Chapcha $Illd because "there ,~ 

danger 11('''' of full-scale armed 
il1SUrreCllQn "The 1--1 011'" l\1'Ill~ter 
saId Lhe Cen~a s and Inumgra1iol1 
O"'lStOn and the R"yal Ohut:ul 
Police were worlung hard checkl IIg 
the cntry of ou tsiders to Ohultlll 
l' t AN IlUUGET Ul VEItS ION: The 
Finance tvlinister confumcd thlt! 
110 there waSIlO need todlverll'lan 
Budget funds for secullty need~. 
The entire COSt of training and 
upkeep of the IlIlit"a force was 
met from assIstance proVIded by 
theGo,.'emment o f India and from 
the Anlly W elfare Project fund. 
PUN IS H MENT O F NGOLO I'S, 
Some members demanded that 
further amneluies be stopped since 
from among the more than 1600 
re l eIL~ed, "not 11 sillglc per:;Oll has 
c,,;prC5sed gTatJludc." However. t1 

was agreed that I-lis Maje~ty wou ld 
decide ahOUt the punlshmel1t for 
ngolops along with the 

re~ponl,billly entrusted to hlln tn 
resol,c Ihe problem. 
DI SCUSS ION WITH 1i\' J)I A, In 

response to ~uggesti on.~ that the 
Govenmlent of India berequested 
to prevent "te rrorists " from 
entering Bhut:m , thc 1I 0ll1e 
Minis tcr reported to the A ssembl y 
thal Dhutanese offi ctals tIlet 
offiCIals of Assam and We:st 
Beo gal from tlllle to tIme. 
However. on the questIOn of 
eonlTollmg "terrorosts" on the 
IndIan .~Ide he explained the 
dtfficulltes In Identificalion IUld 
problems 1l$soetllted with the long 
and opell border. Since only 
southcrn OhUlanese villagers are 
the targets, the OOVe111111el1t. it • .'1 

clear, wou ld hardly like to losc the 
propaganda value of cllmlllal 
nc livuies. 
NEW CITIZE:"'SHl I' CARDS: The 
A nembly was informed Ihat n~w 
C ili1.ellshlp Cards would not be 
ISSUed unlil the p roblem of people 
III the camps in Nepal had been 
resoh'ed. M eanwhile. to prevcnt 
people who have lefl the country 
from retunung and nlO"ing freely 
past checkpost.s USIllS Ihe curTe"L 
Idcl1tlty Cards, tnc Home M,IlISter 
clllled for greater "I¥-dance on the 
part of the people smce "all th" 
Villager! should be able 10 

reGoglll7..e hun If he had left from 
theIr VIllage." 
I'LE[}(a: on.OY AL TY: lfLhe p"SI 
fC'w $eSSlOnS had ~een l\Iemh,'r~ 

rrom southI'm Ohman pleu!,:lnll 
lovc .• Iev"t lo n Ilnd loyalty. '" Ihe 
wake "I ullcert3.1[lty followlIIl! thc 
actt\'u,o::s of the Druk NalLnllal 
Congres~ th e 73 .d ~e~s,,'" 

wLtne~sed memhers fn"1I 
Taslll~"ng. M OlLgar and T<lnpa 
pled~ltlg thC'ir loyalty and SUppMt 

Published by t he Human Rigbts Organization or Bhutan(IIUR08), 1'.0, Box 
172, Lalitpur , Nepal. Tel.526775 / 525046 IHQ Lamldara.C hi r ang, Bhut a n ] 


	TBR_03_11-1
	TBR_03_11-2
	TBR_03_11-3
	TBR_03_11-4

