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SENIOR POLICE 
OFFIC IALS UNDER 

HOUSE ARREST 
l be Chu::f of the Royal B huUin 
Police ( R OP) Col. Tlln din DorJI 
along wnh three other sen ior 
officials are ~senl J y under house 
.....,:;;\ In 1 hm1phu. foor unknown 
reasons, eVen the wiie o f the Police 
Chief who ., an o rdmary CIHzen 

and not a governmcn! scrvanl is 
also under house IUTCl.SI. For the 
Police Chief, hu relallon (0 
I~onglhong K unJey DO T)!, 
Clllunnan of the Druk Nallonai 
ConGress ( D NC) who i$ 

championmg the cause of hun18n 
nghts and democratic re fo rms HI 

Bhutan hue"sl hlmdcarly_ ( l ie IS 
marned 10 Rongthong Kunley 
DorJ!" sister). Earher In 1991 also. 
on VariOUS pn, lexts, Col. Dorj ' wa.~ 

temporanly suspended from hLs 
post and 811 a pU nishment he was 
madeto supervise the construction 
of the prison In C hem gang. 
This lime 100 the (x,ju;c officwls 
have been repnmanded for some 
weird reason. Zi ll ion, a son of 
pr incess D ec hh e n W angmn 
Wangchuck w hile aSlude n t allhe 
Punakha IlIgh School e.!Uh er thIS 
year had lUsau h ed monks and 
police OffiCIIIIs and la ler k .lIed Ih o; 
school dover. Be m g Ihc son o f Ihe 
prmcess, mSlead of lakmg h m l lo 

the courl tor t n al he was 
comfo"ab ly kept III p<'Jhcc custody 
mllu lIlphu . Dunng May ltus year, 
thc boy wanted to go 10 Punakha 
to allclld thc annual school fcte 
day and approachcd the police 
chief. Feanng that refusing .he 
boy's requC$t would dTnw the wralh 
of the royalty, he complied. 
Once in PUllukha, the boy w e n! 
Wild again .. nd assaulted T hubteo 
Norbu, the Pnnelp .. 1 of thc l-hgh 
School. 1)" splle lIlsu h mg a nd, 
8ssli u !t ln !l m a n y r espect ed 
indlvidual~ and ki lling the dr iver. 
Z,lIlOn remallls u nder "pohce 
custody", ra ther under police 
proteclion. Others w ith similar 
c rin...es .!Ue nOI so lucky and .!Ue 
langulshmg III unknown locations 
under sohloiJ)' confi nement and III 
inhumancondlllons. And Ih"Ch,ef 
of Police along with h iS w ife and 
three of hiS semor officers h ave 
been put under house IUTCSt for 
a1lowtng the boy 10 go to Punakhn 
H owe ver. u nder the p rese n l 
ClrCUlT\Stances, there was every 
posslbi II ty that the pol ICC offict als 
wou ld have heen repn m a nded 
even if they hnd stopped the boy 
fro m a tlendmg the school fele 
Meanwh i le. 10 a separale 
development. Wit h mereaslIlg 
wssenl all over the cou nt ry III Ihe 
aftermalh o f the recenl ONC posler 
camplllgn, I'nOre and more people 
are lUTested under va,.,ous pretext. 
Tashi Norbu, a busulessman III 
Phuntshollllg was lUTes ted on June 
9 With some anu-gover nment 
posters and lea n eu III h lB 
poBsesslon. I low ever, to aVOid 
arousing fun her publ iC dlssen l, he 
WIl$ released after aboul lIOn days 
In detenl lon. There are reports of 
arres ts III olhe r d,st(le ts as w e ll 
bu t the government IS keep ing a 
light control and not leltmg out 
wly , nfom llluon about the nlllTICS 
and number of people taken in to 
custody. 
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BHU TA NESE C O ALIT ION FOR 
DE MOCRATIC REFORMS (BCDR) 

Overlhe past few years, a number 
of orglllll~.allOnS h"ve been &et up 
by Bhutanese III eXile whIch are 
all workm~ for Ihec"useofhulIUIII 
nghl$ IInd dernocrallc rcfonns 11\ 

the cou n try . While Ih ese 
orgllnlZ " llons have IlIade 
subs t llnllal cotll n bul lon 
mdependently. a need was felt for 
consolldatmg the efforts of a ll . 
Ho w ever, rather ilum rushIng 11110 
formal i zing a Joinl forum. 
extensIve cOll5u it aiJOns were held 
a l'nOI18 van ous groups_ After over 
SIX ITIOllthso f fo rm .. l andmfonnal 
wscunlons, ;1 was fi nally agreed. 
dunng the mcelmg On J une 12, 
1995 III Kathmandu to create the 
IJ h"I "' " CSe C ..... liti ... n f ... r 
Dtm ner a tic Rcr .. rms (UC DR) . 
T he mam object ive of the n O)R 
IS to p lnn s tr ilteg leS and 10 

coordinate aC IL vLties ll.Lmcd at 
hnnglllg about CIVi l and politIcal 
ruld other necessary refomlS in 
Bhutan aud to enable the safe and 
honourable retumof all Bhutaoesc 
III elllle. To th.s end, the Coahrion 
Will take Ul); 

lIellvide! alined III moblli zlllg 
local, regIOnal and 1I1tcrnaltOnw 
suppo", 
peuceful UC l IOn prog r ammes 
w ithw Bhull"l and 
IIol:hvuiC$ whIch are II1tlte general 
Interest Qf B hutlll1ese 11\ ell.le, 
whenever necessary. 
COllSlder lng Ihe Importance of 
goodwill and ;;;uPPOrL from Ihe 
government and peoplc of India, 
1113 lcarnt thnt Ihe BCDR WI ll be 
shorlly sending a five m em ber 
delegnlion to Dclh l 10 lobby on 
bchnlf of Ihe refugees. There are 

81.42% P ASS S L C 

Bishnu Dhungycl 

Schools m the B hutWlese refugee 
camp$ 111 easlern Nepal prclVidc 
edueallon UplO Ihe lenth standllfd. 
Forlhe last two years, sludents arc 
SIllIllS for the School LeaVing 
Cerllficate (SLC) Examimll ions 
conducted by lI is M IIJesty's 
Gove rnment of Nepal. In Ihe 
results declared on J une 12. of the 
11 3 studenls who appeared for 
th is year's S LC ellam inallo ns, 92 
came OUI successful 25 students 
were placed in the first dIVl$IOn, 
S9 III the second d .v\$lon and 8 in 
the tlurd d iv iSIo n . BIshnu B hakta 

Dhun8yel With a score of 76.3% 
slood first among the refugec 
s ludents. A s agalnsl the na tionw 
pass perCentRge of 43% and also 
a marked Improvement from the 
last ye.!U. 81.42% pas!ICd fron1 the 
refugee camp school tn Be ldang l 
11. the only secondary school in 
the camp ;;; IJowever, d ue to the 

growmg nunlberof studenls, each 
c.mlp h as now up~ra,Jed Ih e 
""hools to Ihe $eeondary level. 
At present, there arc 31,286 
students tn the seven schools In 

the B hutanese refugee cam ps. T he 
Bhulancse Refugee Edu"at lOIl 
Pro)e"l in the camps IS managed 
by CAR ITASlNepal. I l lg h e r 
sludies is p rOVided for by UNI-IC R 
a.nd o the r scholarsh ip progranUllC 
iLke D AP I (A l be rl Einstei n 
German Academic R efugee 
Imitative). Si nce only a limited 
lI u m b e r o f sch o l ars h ips are 
avai lable, many students who have 
passed s tandard X in Ihe p revious 
years arc s ti llllwai tmg fo r supporl 
10 cont inue thc lr s tu the.';. 

M E DICA L ASS I STANCE TO B H UT ANESE 
R EFUGEES F R OM T H E US 

O n th e occ a s i o n o f th e 
tn dep e n de n ce day of th e 

Un lled S tates o f Ame ri ca. 
Am b a ssad o r Sand y 
Vogc lgesang, h and ed over 3 7 
to ns of m e d ical e quipme nt to 

H is Majes ty's Governme nt o f 
Nep a l o n J u ly 4 . "The U n ite d 
S t a tes i s d o n atin g th e 

equipmelll to su p p o rt effo r ts 
o f HIS M aj esty's Governme n t 
in t h e Bh u t a n ese refugee 

cam ps in south-caslcm Nep a l," 
the U.S. E m bassy is quo te d to 
h a ve s aid. 

The h e alth prog ram m e in th e 
Bhutan ese refu gee c a m p s in 

easte rn Nepal w ill recei ve part 

o f the equip m e nt w h ic h is 
p r ov i d e d under th e 

H u manit ar i an Ass is t a n ce 
P r og r am me o f th e U n i te d 
S la les D e l' artme n t 0 f D e te n se. 

On LJte Signi ficance of this 
d irect A me ric an ass is tance 10 
Ih e B hu t an ese I·e f u gees . a 

sen io r Uni tc d Natio n s o ffi cial 
is q uote d to h ave said that lh e 

"assis tance d e m o n s trates Ul l: 
con cern o f Ul 1: U n ite d S tales 

and ilS readiness to he lp in 
lesol v ing the re fugee issu e. 11 
d oes n o t refl ect d irect s lIpport 

fu r N e pa l in i t s r o w with 
Bhutan . " 

'Ifie 'Bfiutan ~view famify 
e)(j:endS fiearty congratufations 

to a[[ tIie successfu[ 
SLC canaitfates 

.. 150 plans to clUTY out variOus 
W;IIVIIlCS Jo in ll y IIllhene.!U fu ture. 
T heCoalilion hnsscvcn founding 
nlCnlber orgamzatlonS 11.1 preSent 
bu t IS o pen to any ' non-
conlCover sial Bhutanese 
orga lll zntlo n fu nct ion in g 
m d ependent ly and working in 
confornuty wllh the Coahllon's 
obje<:u ves. Allhe m ltial s tage, the 
m e m her orga n izat ion s h a ve 
decided to con tinue w ith Ihe 
arrangemenl of coord inating Its 
meetm gs m turns thereby a" OIding 
the need o f elabor .. te 
orgllni~.allonal s tru(;t ure. H owever. 
to speak ,lCl behalf ofthc Coal. tlOIl 
and also 10 act as the focal POlllt 
for coordlllating its aCllv ittes, Om 
D hungel ha~ been selected as the 
Spokesperson . 

BHIM SUBBA 
SCHEDULED TO VISIT 

AUSTRIA AND 
SWITZERLAND 

AI th e in vi tatio n of Sab b ul'g 

Semina r and fund e d by uu:: 

l ' n i t e d S lates Info rm a ti o n 

Agen cy (US IA ). B him S ub ba, 

ElIecllt ive M e m her of the H u m an 

Rights Organ izat io n o f Bhuta n 

( H U R O B ) w ilt b e s h o rtl y 

l e a v i ng K a ll lln .. n d u f o r 

Sab .bcrg. A us tria. He has been 

awarded a Fellow to Sessioll 

l27. " lllVolun tary Mig ral ion " to 

be co n veil e d .. t Sc hl oss 

L.eo po lds kro ll fro m 8 - 15 J u ly 
1995. 
C onside ring th at the iss ue o f 

in vo l untary m i g r at io n is 

em e rg ing as o n c of Ihe grealest 
cba lle nges faced by h umankind. 

the s l;mi lllU' is to seck a b Cllc r 

undc rs l,lIlding o f the issu e b y 

exan\ ining u lc5.1 lie nt fac tors a nd 

processes involved . Discu ssio n s 

w ill a l so b e d ev o ted t o 

h u m a nita r i an i n te r ve n t io n . 

in te rnat io nal ins titutio n s a nd 

processes, a nd overall po licy 
requi re m e n ts. H igh ly p laced 

academics in the re levant areas, 

re pn:scnlat ives of vario u s UN 

a ge n c ics an d o th e r s p ec ia l 

in v iteesareexpecled to take part 
in Ule sem inar. 

It i s i n c r e a s in g ly fe lt th .. t 
B h utan 's m ajo r b ila te ral d o nors 

li k e J a p .. n , De n mark. tb e 

Ne lh e rl a nd s, A u s l r i a and 

S wit zer land b es i d es India 
s ho uld be in volved in resolv ing 

the p resent c ri s is. Swi~erland . 

w h ic h is h igh ly rega rd ed in 

B hutan is o nc o f the earlies t 

b ila te"ll d o no rs in UIC coun try. 
( It would be celebrating 20 ye<us 

o f cooper a tio n in B huta n la te r 

ulis m o nth). So, 0 11 th e way b;Ick 

to Nepal, M r. S ubba w ill be 

s p e ndlll g som e tim e in 

S w i tze r land 10 di s cu ss t he 

cUlTCnt c ri s is in Bhulan :Uld the 

proble m o f BhuUincse refugees 

in Ne pa l w ilh governm e n t 

o ffi c ials and n OIl-goven u llCl)til l 

o r g .. n i7.a tio ns. 

Rs.5/- ) 

IJN OFFICIALS MEET 
IlEFUGEE 

REPRESENTATIVES 
A two member delegalion fTOm 
Ihe-Geneva-based U nited Nations 

Ccnlre fo r I lum an R ighls w as on 11 

week-long VtSIt 10 Nepal during 
the thlTd week o f June. M~ 

Francesca M arona, l-IumwI Rlghls 

Officer rrom the Cenlfe w as 
accompanied by a consu ltant D r. 

O"rence J . Dias. Dr. Dlas IS the 

DITCClorofthe In tem allonal Centre 

for Law in Dellelo pmenl ( IC LD) 

bllSed in New Yo rk. U nder the 

Advisory services program me of 
the Cenlfe, the learn was III the 

<:ountry at the LIlvi tat lon of H IS 

Majesty's GovemnlCnt. 

W h tle in K alhmand u , bcs ldes 
meel1ngNepalC$egovem lllentand 

non-government officials, the UN 
team also met WI th representa tives 

of B hu tanese d issident g ro ups 

ElIp l lllll ing the purpO$e o f the 

nu ss lon to Nep al, the UN o ffi cials 

Informed tluLl they were concerned 

"bOUl lhe "ondm ons o fDh ulancse 

refugees In Nepal. The refugee 

reprcsen la l1 ves bnefl y h ighlighted 

on the backgrou nd o f the current 

criSIS In Bhu tan and the prohlem 

of Bhut ane;;;e refugees In Nepal . 

Ms. M arolta acco m pallled by 

another eontuh anl M I M Olla 

R lsh maw l, who IS a D.reclor a\ the 
Centre for the Independe nce of 

Judges and Lawyen of t he 

Inte r national CommiSSIo n of 
JUrists III G eucva left K alhman du 

fo r Bhutan on J une 26. Under the 

AdVISOry Services progranune, II 

is lear n t th a t the R oy al 

Governm ent of Bhutan has al so 

requC$ted for USlstanceespeciall y 

m preparing periodic reporls w llh 

rcgllTd to Ihe Convent io n on the 

Ri ghts o f Ihe Chi ld and th e. 

Convention 01\ the El inunatlOn of 

all fo rms ofDlscn nUll llllOll agalllSI 

W om en , the only 1II1e r nallonal 
hu m an righlBConvenllons Bhulan 

is party to. A nothe r area o f 

asslslance re.:luested by Ihe royal 

government IS III the !ralll tng of 

Judges. Ralher th an eneour.. glllg 

the eSlabluhmcm of democralie 
Inst.tulions, IlItlcpendell t Judic iary 

and non-gove r nme nt a l 

orgall1zalioll l, Ibe governmen t 
uuends 10 cover Up the hu m an 

fi ghts abuses In the eounlfy uSing 

Ih ese adVISo r y ser vices at 
superficial level. I-Jowe\·er. With 

abou l one-slllths of liS cit izens 

h VUl~ in ell lle and Ihe g ro wlllg 
dissen t wl thm Ihe country, 11 may 

not be easy for the government to 

fool all the people a ll the tlln e. 

Pno r to Ihe lrdeparture for B hu tan, 

the t wo-memb e r nu suon to 

Bhu ta n on"e agam lIIe t w ith 

B hulanese d iSSIdents and bn cfed 

them o n the purpose of Ihe VISit 

and a lsodlscusscd about poSSIble 

areas o f concenl and "oollCr"tJon 

T he dissiden ts Slfcsscd on Ihe need 

fo r an IIl tegrateJ approach 10 Ih., 

over al l human nghts l;;;sue III Ih., 

counlry ra lher th an cosmellC 

changes which the govefll lllcnts 
mtends to undertake. 
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Uook Rl'yil'w 
MISSION TO BHUTAN : A 
Nalion ;n Tran ... ilion _ 0.5.0.. .... 
Vikus Publishing Haulie, New 
Ddhi, 1995 ( l 28pp) 
As the firsl rcsiden t representative 
of India in Bhutan. Da~ was 
W.tlles, to many eyents which are 
!ng l1lficanl in terms of modern 
Bhutal'e.5C his tory. Oyer the course 
o f h l ~ fo ur- years stay in the 
KIngdom (January 1968 - MUTch 
191 2 ). the Rutl10r him self 
cQl1lT.hutcd much to the proce~s 

of Bhutll.l1ese efforts 10 deal with 
the c hang ing situation as the 
country s tro ye to project i tself as a 
n.o.lern 1111l1on. The main p!>J"t of 
the book deals with this transi tional 
fX'-r.od , and the aUlhor can .. hdly 
d ,scunes pen;onali lies. e yents and 
deye lopments of the time in a ve ry 
personali~ed, readable fashion. 
Butlt is the tcrsesccond half of the 
book. Part n - Post 1971 Bhulan 
(pages 109-128), which is the 
subjec t of review. The autho r 
hinl-~elf u unlikcly to critic l~c thIS 
deCis ion s inceit is here that he h:lS 
chosen to locate the moral of his 
SIOry. 
"Pnrt n oflhis book is a renec tlo n 
of m y views on the culTent scenario 
hI ghlighting Bhutan·s ptoble ms lll 
the coming years. I am no t Il 
futurologist and. the refore. may 
be wrong in my assesSlllCn\. I very 
much hope so for Bhutan·s sake.·' 
This o minous conclusion by Oll.'l 
in hi ~ preface sums up theconcems 
of an author whose love for Ihe 
country and deep respect for the 
Illte King is fl'tilTored throughoul 
the book . 
The SlIlgle biggest threllt to internal 
stablhty In Bhutan, Das believes. 
has e me rged as a con seque nce of 
the tran s fo rmation of the 
sociopolitical institul!o ns in the 
COUIllr"y o ve r the past two decades. 
In this short span o f time, new 
power equlllions havc developed 
whI le eSlabl ished insti tu tions have 
1081 their authority to provide 
dIrec tion and e xercise conlrol. A 
new c lass of people and a new 
bre ed of policy mllkeu haye 
e merged , The '· arrog arll, 
..... esternized. IUJd inexperienced·' 
bureauc ra<:y whieh wrC!!too power, 
altbo ugh trying to acconuno dale 
tra{htlona l sys tems. failed in ils 
attempts to evo lve "a new concept 
of Bhutanese natio nalis m," The 
N:1Iional As~embly and the Royal 
Adviso ry C o uncil were IIIlIde 
impolent and '·have no l eme q;cd 
!Ut p!\rt o f a modern poliltcal sys tem 
or institutio ns representing the wi 11 
o f the people excepl as a sounding 
board" whIle "the monasliC o rder 
e :o.lSIS o nly in nlune:' A ccordmg 
to Das, ·' today. Bhutan has 
unques t.o ned leadershIp III the 
pt.'rlIon o f the King but no llllng 
beyond e xcept plenty o f mo ne y 
Ihrough aid.'· 
The lar ge vo lume of aid that ha.~ 
bc.-en poured into the Kmgdom 
" ~~ 40,000 nullion [£cyenth F iye 
Yea r I' l lIn) fo r a po pulAti o n 
offic lal lyhsted as 600.000" - ("'N o 
wonder. Bhutan clam\S 10 hRve 
the lughes t per Caplla meom e 1/1 

South A SIa ." Das wntC!ll ) h8.ll 
brou f!;ht about conseque nt chang~ 
in the SOCial s truClure w.th Ihe 
..... ,de g ap between 'ha vcs' and ·ha ve 
no t ~' c re atmg JX1ints o f conn,c t. 
'·1" the nhsence o f Rn y po lItic al 
plHtl e $ o r no n~ governlllent"l 

u' ~ lIlutH)n s . " theenormous wealth 
of the recently created middle class 
IS lesull1ll8 III ··ce"ntrcs of JX1 ..... e r 
( Il re) emerging wilhm Ihe 
bureau c rac y that wie ld clou t 
d e tr,me ntal to the countr y·s 

interests ,·' Excepl for the personal 
direc tion of the King who alo ne 
o;;an intervene, "there are no e hee ks 
and balllno;;es"" or "in-bui lt safety 
valves in the institutionnlsystem." 
AB Bhutan slrUggles to adjus t and 
fit into the new world o rder o f the 
21 s 1 century, the advantage o f 
"c:ontrollability" afforded "by Il 
one-man institutional se t up" will 
become "nll.'lhpOlnlSlII the o;;onung 
years ,·· Oas writes. In fac t, DIIoIl 
believes that the curre nt CTi si ~ 111 

th e Kingdo m is onl y a 
manlfe~ta l i o n o f this larg e r 
JlCo blem afmcting the natio n. 
De voting a separale chaple r to this 
"e thnic dilemma". Das pomlll OUI 
in the very begin1llJ1g that '" Ihe 
cthmc IU ues arc flU"decperm Iheir 
ongm s'· Iban meresemantia abo ut 
dates o f migrant settlements Ot in 
terlm of indi genous people and 
migrants. "The proble m IS no t 
diffi cult to solve:· he wtites, 
pcovlded one sces ·' theentlre ethlllc 
pro blem of Bhutan in a COlTeel 
per~peelive." 

Bhutan. according to Das. faIled 
10 appreeiate or ul1dcntlllld iL~ 

multi -ethni<;, multi-lingulll and 
multi- religious personalily. While 
c:onse .o ll $ of the demograph. c 
threat , Bhutancse rulers igno red 
the c omplexities of Il mIxed 
popul a lion iD the south and 
belie~·ed thal ·'placing restriction~ 

o n CItiZenship right s 11.1.(1 

mo vement of Nepalese selllers·' 
limited the problem. Rumblings 
regarding d iscrimilHltion hlld 
s tnrted in the late KIng' s time as 
"representation in Ihe Nal io nal 
ASfl"Cmbly and s ervices was 
limiled·' for southern Bhutane!IC 
whose 1l1Oveme nt w as '·confined 
upto a line whi c h clearl y 
demarcated the ethnic zones." 
The m erger o f Sikkim with IndiA 
III 191 5 and the ag .tatlo n III the 
J)arjeelin g hill s arc see n as 
develo pments which he ightened 
the insec urity o f the reg ime, 
leading to the '"misjudg ment of 
th e Bhutan G o v e rnmenl ·' 
beginning with a census to identify 
migrants and theoyerenthu"a.<ltie 
IInplemcntation o f '" the ir idell5 o n 
the new concept o f Bhutancse 
nallonal.t sm . R The bureauer1K:y wld 
polke resorte d to '·stro ng-arm 
m e thods" and "exc e sse s were 
comfl'tilled" while imple me ntmg 
the new direo;;lives. The..~e led 10 a 
s itunlion where'" eyen the bo nnfide 
Ne palese-Bhulanesc settled fo r 
over a cenlury fell threatcned ,'· 
and in the cnd, "'a JX1 ltt ical and 
econo rnic problem lIushandled 
became a m ajo r cthl1l c lu ue 
leading to b iuer accus allo ns:· 
Tbe author believes thal ··bas lc 
issues .... 'Cre lost s ight or· bec:ause 
the ethnic pro blem really has lIS 
roo ts in perceivct;l inequiue s , H e 
blames the leadenhlll am o ng 
southeru Bhut8J.ese fo t frulin g 10 
remedy Ihe pro blems thro ug h 
direc t dialogue with thc K ing, Dnd 
apportions equal b lam e to Ihe 
mo narch. " a hberal in hiS o wn 
way, yel hIghly ~uscepllble to a 
nusplaeed con o;; ept o f Bhut ;me~e 

nattQnal ism. ( ..... ho) was nu~gu Ided 
by h IS mvuedlllte ad vi!'C'rs w ho 
did nOI co mprehend Ihe " tua llo n 
etl rrectly:· Conseq ue ntl y. D as 
says. ·· Ihe leadershl 11 o f Ne pal l!$e+ 
llhulanese was take n o ve r by 
\, ut Slde rs who ve r y cl cv e rly 
1Il1u.ipu lllted the so lv llhle issues 1(> 
IllLractllble dcm8Jld~:· will le the 
King '· was left in all u nhappy 
$Itua llo n whcre he hnd no body 
who could reme"e Ihe 51ll1a t1<'" 
Laclfuily:' 
Bo th dis~ldents as we ll as the 
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governntent WIll ques t.on some o f 
Ihe Ilulho r 's obse rvati ons, bllllhey 
will find liule fauh w ith hi~ basic 
prc5Criptio l1 for u ~oIUlio ll . "The 
solutio n to the elhnic problel1llie~ 
not in conte~ting numbe rs ," he 
wriles. ·'but taking concrete s teps 
in identifying genuine suhJects. 
g iying an equitable s hare and 
o pJX1rtumty in nil sphe res o f the 
country·, go ' ·ernance , Mo~ t o f 1111. 
Bhutan should no t e ven remo tely 
fo rce an IIlte ~rated cullure In s uch 
a multi -ethnic $OCiety IIS ;I h ll. ... At 
the s tlme ti me It sho uld never 
permit any section to qucslion o r 
des tro y !he Drukpa enlily of the 
country." 
Prescriptions m ay be s imple. bUI 
fo r m edIcat ion to take effect it 
mu st firs t be consunted or applIed. 
When the patient is unwilhug. Ihill 
is difficult . T oeing the India n 
government line , the author doe. 
not proJX1sc mterventio n by the 
doc tor While maintalllillg Lhat 
"any instability l!l Bhutan affecls 
Indjad.rectly "" andcaut ioOlug thal 
"" lingering sore like thi ll e an 
become cancerous, " he weakly 
llI-gues that ·' Indta c llnno t be 11 

referee·' because '· India doe$ nOI 
wish to deslllbilize either Bhutan 
o r Nepal :' The impliCit threntthat 
inunediately fo llo ws makes al. 
eVCIl greater llIockery ofthis lndian 
res trlllnl : ·'1 111s does no t make 
India a dIstant o bs erver . It s 
inte resls ata g iven tlllle will dec ide 
the d eg ree and lime o f an 
interventI o n S ikkim IS an 
example.'· 
Oas. theO.iefExccutivein S ik,k lln 
during the c ruc ial period when the 
former I-hma la y an Kin gd o m 
merged wllh Imha, says " it was 
the discrimination alllJ econumic 
disparity ere-alcd by a feuda l 
s),stem forsclf-l.re.oer>'Mtto ll that 
It od to the "gil.'>t;oll," and drives 
home the s lgntfic ant po int Ihm " it 
WaS nolthe 75 per cen t NCIIl~lese 
populuti"" ofSikkil11lllllt I.,d to 
I.he m ergc.· or 11 c hangc ill the 
ruling l",tl ern." lie .. 
sympllthetic to Bhlllllnese fears o f 
demographIC ch anges bUI advises 
Bhutan to take lessons fro m 
Sikkim's his to ry where also Ihe 
Cho gyal attempted to enfo rce "a 
mi sco nce ive d co n e ept of 
S ikkimese natio nal.sm '· but could 
no t change the deep cultural mol~ 

o f hi s mulli-ethnic gtoUp~ InIO a 
blend of '·Ioosc knIt p seudo
nationalism." 
Thecentral themc Tmm111g Ihroug h 
the autho r's di seUSll lo n o f the 
cunenl $llulltio ll in Bhulan iS lllal 
th e r eg ime has irOIH ca ll y 
we akened its paslhOn in the efforts 
10 s treng then Itself to prOleel lIS 
ves te d inte r ests . Tra dit IO n a l 
in shtution~ have been s lde lmed 
by an effic lenl hureaucracy. but 
"the King alld u,e elite bUle l'lucrRCY 
e .I1>1.ot c o ns litute a sys tem " 
I l:iving dcvlllued Ihe m .<.I it io nlll 
sysle m_~ whie h int egral ed the 
ct1untry. Bhutan. no w "" ne Ithe r 11 
S hal1llrila nscommo nly kno wn to 
Ihe ou ts Ide wo rld. nOr ;' modern 
!;QCiety as undcu tood III terms o f 
values and sy~ tenl-~. ( .1) seem s to 
he struggling 10 dlsc(lVCI 111 lI ~ cl f 

the ne w concept o f na t'o nah!! ... 
w .lh v ne leader, o nc IImguore, 
one notion :· The Kingdo m fllees 
·' 11 .. .-nufuseu fUlure"", the autho r 
Slates, as the I'rC3clIt CIUUlo t cven 
be tcrmed 0 tron Slho nnl pha._c 
"hee llu~e the re arc 11 0 c karl y 
defIned 1' .. _ llll l!-,..hJlt'o;; t l " c.~ l<lw!ud. 
winc h Ihe sy ~ l em I~ n>ovm g ,. 
Unless Ihe ·' m an y j:ap." 111 I t ~ 

polt tlcal. eCOIl"nllC. nnd St,:.c.al 
conlent" arc fIll ed up, th t·y cn uld 

pose a scrious thrlt'llt to the n at.o n 's 
integrllY and s tabtlll )' in the 
coming dec ade, IIccording to Oas . 
TI\(" "ethnI C·· c ri s is and the 
consequent pro ble m o f refugees 
IS only onc \, . ~ ,hle malllfeSllltton 
or tro ubl e bre ..... lI1 g i n th e 
1·l imalayan K ingdo m , Is the 
leaders hipcapableofhandllll g the 
·' poss lbl e dlln g lt'r .~ wi l hin ?" 
According to O M. ·'he ( Ihe KlIlg) 
has to g ive a clear dIrectio n to b is 
peoplc."" I-le adds. "the C hogyal o f 
Sikkim relied tOQ much on the 
advice o f peo p le who d,d no t 
understllnd the buic5 o f 
geopolitics. 11i$ own supp:JtI party 
of Bhutias ulum;lte iy Cllused his 
downfall 11$ he ultimalely TCal 17..ed 
and shared this feehn g With me 
The forelg n e r ~ o n who m he 
depended ne"e r Came 10 his reS(;ue. 
None of his Nepalese &ubjeclS 
cQntribulcd to any o f IhlS. In fae t, 
I ean say il with confidence that 
Sik.ltim's Nepalese subjecL~ regretted 
thl." C hogyal's departure Ihe m ost." 
The book is Iln Invaluahle addition 
to the limited lite rature available on 
Bhutan . 
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"IN QUOTES" 

C o mpNlllg ..... . th lhe ne w salelllte 

culture of mo dem tlme~, a new 

class o ut o f the recently .. merged 

middle cllI H has a c qUIre d 

el1o rl1'\OUS wenlth, Unfortunately , 

fo reign atd hu hee n o nc souro;;e 

o f cOlTupting thiS class. In Ihe 

absence o f an y pollllcal parties 

o rno ll govemment.-\!lIlsl itu llo ns , 

centres of powe r arc e me rgmg 

w ilhm burellu o;;racy that wield 

clout dClnM1enlal to Ihecountry's 

interests. There arc no checks 

and balance s except forn penol1al 

direc tion of Ihe King ..... ho alone 

Can intervene. There are no in

bUIlt s afe ty v a lves in th e 

institutional $ys lelll, a e ause for 

senoull wo IT)' 

8 _S. 0"'$ in the Minion 1<;. 

OllUtun: A Nationin Tran."ition 

11 
MEDIA SCAN 11 

O n_ tJle makeshifi [I ile r and amon g th e statu e s alld paintin gs of 

Buddhais th e photog raph of t he KingJig m c Sillgye WangdlUck 

of Bhutan . 

These arc 81 .tX>O BhutfiJlcse refugees who all wllIltlo go back 

h ome. Chandra MaYII Glial ley is onc of I,helll . S h e told Ine that 

she was forced to leave Bhutan. She was UP!;ct about huving to 
leave her country leaving all her possessions behind. But givcn 

the chance she would go back imm cdi;ltely . S he is a re c ognized 

refugee and has a s mall hut in Goldb<lp camp. Others who have 
been evic ted are 1I0 t SO fortun atc . All re fug ees s eeking "a..<;ylum 

go through a rigolOus screening proces s. fi rs l by UNHC R 

o fficials the n b y thc offic ials of the Nepalese g o \"enllnenL A 

growing numbel of th e m do not make it thro ugh thc pro ces s . 

Illdira Dulal. a Bhulanesc refu gee works wiU) Womcn's Focal 

p oint. a body Ulat C<lre s fot the welfare of the c <lmp inhabitants . 

Muny oflh e m do n o t t!lake thro u gh becau se they make different 

state m c nts . During the intervicw, the IIlembci's o f the f[mllly arc 

askcd s im ilar quc stio n s separately. Even if one pers on answers 

differen t ly the n he/she is disqualified , It is ve ry unfair becau se 

the questio n as ked are like: \VI,al colour is the cow ? o r H ow big 

is their h ouse? T he UNH C R defends its scrce ntllg policy but 
admits in s ome cases it has calL<;ed dilemma. 

Mr. Arun. the UNH CR repres entative in Jhapa : Through the 

procedure of our interview you kllOw tho se people w ho h ave 

come here are reje cted primarily. tho se who did n o l meet our 

criteria and U)erefo re they are 1I0t re fu gees and they ..-:ould n o t 

make through our scree ni ng cenlre s et up a t Kaknl"vita. So we 

to ld them. wc infor med UIem Omt s o n-y you are n ot 

refugees. YOtl may be so m eone w h o is not f ro m Bhutan o r 

somebody who have-lived fo r the pas t few years in India aJld y o u 

come here. And the refo re you do n o t meet this c riteria and w e 

d o I10t have allY ass is t:Ulc e fo r you and the re fo re we c aJlnut hc lr 

yo u . 
Th:ll dilemllla is vcty rea! fo r Menuka R egmi who c ame 10 Ncpal 

to s e e k a sylum. Only her m o ther- in- law waS acceptcd as a 

refugce. H erse lf. he r h u s band and her three c hildt'c n are nil now 

squatting with h cr m o ther- in- law in the h u t g ive n to h er b y the 

UNHCR. Bill o;; o nditions a r c cramped [Utd MClluka does not 

know how lo n g s he Crul stay there. She is also w o rricd abuut chc 

c ondition of hel tnOUler-in- law and hcc· c hildren , 

Mcnuka: We d o nol kno w why w e were reje c tc d Wc all c ame 

togethe r fru m the s amc home in B hu llU1. S o it d oes no t make 

sells e . w c wcre 1101 a ccepte d . If I am n o t :dlu wed to s tll. y. there 

will be no o n c to luo k a1"ler m y mother-in -law and altJl o ugh m y 

c hildl'cn ru·c b c ing lo o ked loday. what will happen l<lIllOITDW"l 

But peo pl e like Menukaal"c 1l0 t CO lllplcte ly for-gnll l."n . Bhllt ;U1e .<;c 

hUlllan ri g ht s organi" :lIiol} :O; in Jhap;1 a n d e ls cwhc rc are trYl11 g to 

relievc iJlcir hards hi p s . Aid frOTH oth e r UN IIgen c ie s has bccn 

prom is ed to h e lp p e ople like l\1cllllka set lip in h lls ine:o;s. If thi s 

is .success ful. iJl(lSC whn h ;t\'c becl. r c fU l'\ed refuge c slalUl'\ will 

atle as t have SOIllC I1l1an cial sccu l·ity fo r lhe llls cl v c :o; .Old the il 

fallllly . 
j\ '/ (lIIi R alla rec."' fly it, flu refllKl'e camp.r i" t'fufcrll Nepal, 

II1JC. S""flt A .fja Reporl.f aired "" /\1ay 3 / . J 995. 
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The 
Bhutan REVIEW 
TIME STANDS STILL .... AGAIN 

EXlemal players, fo r their own interes l. have been kno wn 10 

e vince more than a pass ing inte rest in the politic al s tability of 
im mediate neighbours. and e ven in that o f di s trult lruld .o; 
occupied by frie nds and foes. GovemmenU ho ping for e ither 
peace or ins lab ility in tlleiT backyard. o ft en c an and do exert 
their innuence. But Bhutanese refugees. no t tlle leas t bit in a 
position to innue nce any s ituatio n, can o nly hop e. And se ldom . 
if ever. can the re have been as muc h hope pinned by people for' 
the po liti cal s lability in a foreign COlUltry. Unfo rtunate ly. 
re fu gees' prayers . it seems. are also seldo m an.o;wered: The 
Nep alese go to the polls o n Nove mber 23. 
For the Dhutrulesc refugee . timc s tands s till yet ag ain . TI,e 
cl ock s toppcd Lic king on June 9 w hen N epalese Prime 
Minister Man M ohan Adhikari of the Communist Party of 
N epal ( United Marxis ts-Leninis ts). facing the threat o f a no· 
confidence mo tion from the opposilio n Nepali Cong ress
Rashtriya Praj:uantra Party com bine. o pted for mid- te rm po lls 
by recommending the d isso luti o n o f the H o u .o; e o f 
Representatives. 
Forthe N epalese, the exercise o ftlleirri ghtto vote I wi ce in o ne 
year and three limes in fo ur years is an expens ive w ay to chose 
a govemme nl. W hi le the direct cost o f e lectio ns to the natio nal 
exchequer is in it self no t a s m all maller that c rul b e overloo ked . 
it is the continued political ins tability which is a larming. D ne 
C;UI on ly ho pe that thi s Nove nlber the Nepalese give them sel ves 
u govemme nt whic h will las t its full te rm. 
Las t July. the Ne palese d eleg atio n to the Minis te rial Jo int 
Committee re turned rrom tlle Bhutanese c apital afte r an 
unsuccess ful ro urth round o f bilateral talks . A ccording to 
Nepalese sources . there w ere 110 subs t allt~ve discussions and 
11 deadlock seemed imlTline nt. TIl imphu . o f course. maintained 
that "progress" had been m ade. in fact, subseque nt to the 
c1nulge in gove rnment in N ep:ll and consequent difficulties in 
the nego tiatio ns. contrary to view s expressed by Ne pal . Bhutan 
h as bee n contending that the two s ides h ad effectively 
"harmonized" their position s in July I:ls t year and that (1 

solution had . Illore or less, been hanunered o ut duri ng 
negotiations with the N epali Congress govel1une nt . 
Aro und this t im e last year, Dhutrul w as groping for the rig ht 
rulswers 10 explain away the sudden absence o f "progress" 
w he n Ille coll llpseofthe go vernment in Nepal made inUlIedia te 
ex plallatio ns unrlecessal·Y. The talks w e rc inde finit e ly 
postponed and Bhutan , inte rested only in thw ru·ting solution s 
but desperate to keep the ta lks going. bellefited from a Imlf 
yellr o f inac li vity. 
With the resumption of ta lks in February this year. Thimphu 's, 
difficult ies were bac k. A bette r prepared Nepal eses ide did no t 
make matte rs eas ie r and . fo r the fi rs t time. Bhutan esc 
complacency cam e in fo r a shock. Handling negoti a tio ns for 
the fi rs t time. the new go" e mment in Nep al w as unders tandably 
and expectedly c autio us during the fiftll ro und in Kathmandu. 
TIlUS. as in the pa~t fo ur m ee tings. no llling e me rged fro m tllC 
ta lks . The result suited Bhutan well. Through its o ffi c ial 
media. Thimphu o nce agaill congratulated ilself fortllesteady 
"progress" . 
Matters finall y seem 10 have co me to a h ead d uring the s ixth 
round in April . Fo r the firs t lime s ince the bilate ral ta lks b eg:m . 
the Roy al Govenllnent o f Bhutan rumo um.:ed the ((l lk.o; a 
failure. A ccusing the N epalese s ide o f "inll"oducing" ne w 
elements into Ille negotiatio ns ruld blaming Nepal for thc 
s ta le mate. the Bhutruleseclaimed that tlley had earlier a lready 
"come ve ry close to harmo niz ing" their posit ions w ith the 
previous Nepali gOVe mlllc nt. TIle Nepal ese s ide ins is ts it is 
only m aking it s stand clear :Uld re iterating its e arli e r 1'0.0;1 tio n . 
TIle two goVetTlIUents did 1I0 t set a date or venue for the !lex t 
round. and a subsequent m eeting o f tlle Dlm trulese m onarch 
ruld Ne palese Prime Ministe r did no t result ill any fur ther 
concrete d ecis ions. 
Seen in tllC li ght o f this bac kground. there is:1 sense o f cll'j(1 \"11 . 

Fo r Dhutan , N epalese politics is once again the-source o f re lie f 
ruld resp~te. Lronic all y. e lect ions. a process unknow n to Ihe 
llverage Bhutanese. h as cOllie to Bhutrur 's rescue. 
If one is to go b y past form . lhe two govemme nt .o; arc \Ull ike ly 
to U1eet ulltil earl y ne,llt yeal·. pro viding the BhutlUlese regi m c 
w ith a long breather. It mu st be rem e mbe red. ho wever. that the 
bilateral process w as alre ady o n the rod s before the political 
uphe aval in Nepal . TIIUS. w ith no da tes .Ul" venue decided . 
unli k.e las t year, the two s ides are n ot wait ing to resume tal ks. 
T o d e termine when and if the Ministeri al Jo int COlllmi ttee 
next m eets . and under what c ircumstrulces. both govcI11l1lent s 
are undoubtedly e xp lori rlg alternatives. 
Po litic al ins tability in Nepal h as certainly helped lift some 
pressure o fr Bhutan. but it can o nl y be a short respite. LHdeed. 
deve lopments w ithin Bhutan over lh e res t o f the year. :U\d 

c ru·e ful useofthi s time fOl' serio us gro wldwork by Kathmruldu 
coupled with he althy electi on results crulllHu<e Bhutan's ta.o; k 
o f rending o lf 0 las ting solutio n to the proble m in southe rn 
Dhutan much more difficult. 
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I 50th anniversary of the founding of the United Nations I 
WE TilE PEOI'LES OF 
THE U NITED NATIONS 
/Jai l! of Birtlt : 26 Jllll e 194 5. 
Place oJ8irth .- San Frcmcisco , 
Ulli/ cll S /(/fCS of America . 
A1orher." Planer Earth. 
Futller .- T he V iclQn'mu World 
~Vor 11 Po w e rs. 
Weigh/ (1/ B i rTh : 5/ M ember 
States. 

Fi rt y years o ld e r a nd 134 
me mber s tates plumpe r. tlle 
Uniled N al ion s is rc tuming to 
its birthplac e ro r so m e 
comme mo rati ve razz m at azz. 
lbre atening to 5poi lthe show 
are the ri s ing do ubts about the 
o rg ruli 1.al.ion . 
TIle accepted w isd o m is tllat 
bec au se Ule UN was frozen in 
the ideo logical ice o f the C old 
War for much o ri lS ead y li fe. 
it sho uld be mooc mi zed . 
Across the g lobe. po litici ruls. 
academics and pressure gro ups 
m·c huddled in conrerences and 
semi ml£s. trying to fas hi on a 
wo rl d b o d y w hi c h m o r e 
accurate ly milTors the changes 
geopo litical landscape . 
A h os t o f pro p osal s fo r 
re newing the UN h as e merged, 
but 0 11 Olle issu e a consensus is 
growing - Ill a t lhe all -powerrul 
Security Council sho uld be 
more representati ve o f the 
mo dern wo rld : Ihe c urre nt 
permane nt m e mbe r s hip 
should be redis tribute d m o re 
equit ably amo ng the w o rld's 
regio ns. and Ole power o f veto 
should go. 

Th e o r ga ni z aci o n '.o; pos t . 
rumi vers Ul)' c redi bi! it y rests 0 11 

how qui ckl y it Crul break free 
fro m the grip o fth e post-\Vo rld 
War 11 "Gre at Powers" which 
cOlltinu e t.o dominat e th e 
Security Counci l - B ritajn. 
C hina. France, Russia ruld the 
United S ta tes. 
A 1Il0 re contenti ous issue is 
the d e m ocrati zati o n o f the 
wo rld bod y. S pcc il1caJl y. doc.s 
U\ C U N need a new people
centred s truc ture in addition 
lO its main inte r-govellllnenlal 
o rg tlllS. tlleGeneral Assembly. 
whe re the governments o r all 
Illc mbe r s ta tes get togelller. 
ruld the Security Cou11cil'? 
D p! nion poll s show consi s tent 
SUppOI·t ror the UN in m ost 
co unt r ies. but indi v id ual 
ci tizens havc n o d irect ro ute 
fo r vo ic ing their dCIll:lIld s to 
Ule UN. They h a"e to go \'ia 
the ir na tio nal govel1l1nen lS. 
which rarely gets results. 
Hence Ule o ffi cial the m e fo r 
th e 511 th anni ve rs ary 
ce le bra t ions: '· \Ve the peoples 
o f the Uni te d N at io n s . .... 
ech oi ng the \' ision 1ll·y words 
o rthe 1945 UN C hru·te r . 
The pro ble m is to find ways o f 
brill!;iu!; in the peo pl e. The 
moveme nt recei ved a h(K)SI a l 
Ul e 1992 "Em-Ill Summ it " in 
Bra7J I. w hen nOli-gOVernme nt 
o r g an i7 ati o n s (NO~s) 
!' uccecded in pUllin g th e 
previous l yclosed w()( Id o f UN 
confe re n c in g in to Ih e 
inte rn :llIo nal m edia spo tlig ht. 
Bul a ltho ug h NODs h ave dug 
tllCtllselves into the plut s o f 
th e U N sys tem . th e 
intel1ll1tio nal d ipl o mats atld 

c ivil servants ru·e cOlls lanti y 
tryin g to win back lost g round . 
The o ff-hand trealment o f 
NGOs by C hina and the U N 
Secre tariat in the forthcoming 
\Vo rld \Vo m e u's Con ference 
in Beijing is a ca.o;e in pOinl. 
TIle NO D s are being I.reated 

71I1!ac~f!pted K'j.~·dom is that 
because IlIe UN was /ro zell 
ill lIlt! ideological ice of the 
Cold lVur for much of its 
early life , it .~ lIo/lld bl' 
modernized. 
A c ross th e glob e , 
p oliticians, acodemic.{ o"d 
pre ssure groups are 
hllddled j" cOllferencf!.{and 
,femillars, tryillG to fa.flliOIl 
a wfJrld body whicll more 
a cc urately 
c hallges 
lalld.{cupe. 

mirrors the 
g eopolitical 

A host of proposals f o r 
renewing Ihe UN h a .f 
emerged, bllt Oil one issue 
a consensus is growitJg -
that th e oll.po .", •. rful 
Sec llrity COllllc il should b e 
more repre.HJIIlati.,e oflhe 
modern world.- the currellt 
p ermane"t membership 
shoflld be r edistributed 
ml!re eqllitably amollg /l, e 
.. 'odd 's regiofl.{, and ti,e 
po .. 'er of vel ° duwld go. 

as an aggravating adjunc t 
rather than as alt essen 
LiaJ com pone n t. 
Je ffre y Segall . leader o f lhe 
Londo n-based C ampaign ror 

a M o re Democrati c U nite d 
NatIOn s (CAMD UN ) arg ues 
fo r a " UN People's Assem b ly" 
composed o f fi ve de legates 
from ellch COWltry. Each o f 
lhe fi ve w o uld re presen l a 
differe nt sector o f Society. 
Fo rmer Sovi e t le ader M ikhai l 
Gorbache" advocated asimi lar 
idea in a - 1988 Ge n e ral 
Asse mbl y speech. 
But Il,atdoes no t in ilSelfmake 
lheUN 1l10 re dc m ocratic. O nl y 
e lection s c an do tJ lUt. 
TIle idea goes bac k to the very 
fo unding o f the UN. In a 
pa.rli amentru·y d cb(l te o n the 
UN C harte r in 1945. Brit ish 
Fo re ig n Sec re ta r y Ernes t 
B ev in call ed for "a wor ld 
assembly e lected directl y fro m 
tlle people for the worl d as tI 

w h o le. t o w h o m th e 
governments w ho ro rm th e 
U nit e d Na ti o n s arc 
respo ns ible ." 
Governme nt s res is t su ch a 
s u gge s ti o n rOt fe M Ihat it 
would be the beginnin g of 
world govenll1lO.! l1t. which the 
UN certainl y is n o t. 
Govenlmenls wanl to ho ld 0 11 

to tJle ir natio n al soverc ign ty. 
But even UN S ecretar y 
Ge n e ral B o utros Bo ulros
O ha.!i h as s;Lid : "TIle time of 
a bso l ute and cxclus i ve 
sovereig nty h as passed ." He 
IHlS requested a tJlorough ruld 
indepe nde nt s tudyo fthc U N's 
futur e mi ss io n . 
Ers kine C hilde rs. u for m er 
.o;enior ad viser in tJle UN. sa ys 
th at ·· there was a time when 
the bllltle of idea .. <; in Ille U N 
was abo ut so verei gnty in the 
po liti ca l and fo rc ign po licy 

d imension . Now the battle is 
aboul Ule refusal o f a hand fu l 
o f e lit es in a hand ful o f 
counlri cs inlhe N orl.h to accept 
the d em ocratic managem ent 
o f the commrulding heights o f 
Ille world econo m y.'· 
In reality. the \ Vorld Brulk and 
Inte lllati o nal M onetary Fund 
- d o minated b y the m ajo r 
induslr ialized countries · are 
cl oser t o b e ing a world 
govern ment. a lbeit a d ictatori nJ 
o ne . thrul is the U N. 
C hilde rs o ppose s tb e drift 
to ward s " re ali s m " in th e 
c urrent di scuss io n s o n the 
UN's future: "There are those 
wh o say we h ave to 
accomm odate the n eg ati ve 
altitude and behavio ur o f the 
majo r po wers lUld be nd the 
UN around them. I to t a ll y 
reject Illis."' 
C hilde rs has been working ror 
years o n the idea of a UN 
Parliamentary A ssem b l y. 
which he ruld tlle fo rmer U N 
Under Secretary Sir Brian 
UrquaJJ art o utlined in a recent 
book. Reviewing the Uti/red 
Nolio 1ls. 
TIle A sse mbl y. the y argue. 
!'hould be b ~lsed o n uni versaJ 
adult frrulc hise. us ing a syste m 
o f proporlio llal re presentation 
to elect U N parliamentariruls 
fro m eac h member s tllte. It 
would complement raUler thWI 
re pl ace th e e x is tin g UN 
s truc ture. 
C hilder5 is conndent tha t his 
idea s are re aching a lIlore 

, 
O piniol! polls sll ,., .. , 
CQlls is ten t Impport for tIll! 
UN ill m ust countries. bllt 
individllal citiz.en /urve 
11 0 direct rOil le for void 11 g 
tlreir demalltls 10 tile UN. 
Tlrey "al'e to g o I'io their 
IIatiollal g n l'ernments, 
...hic h rarely gets re'iIllts. 
Hell ce tile officialllleme 
f o r tire 501" anlliver.fary 
c elebratiOIl .~·: "lVe till: 
peoples of tile Unite d 
Natio" .~" ". echoing 'he 
vis io nary ... ords of lire 
1945 UN Charter. 

nutim;tre;ulI audience. but is 
1I0 t s tarry-eyed . ·'There would 
be huge problem s. But is it 
wi ldl y impossible?" he as k.'l. 
reca ll i n g Ih e cr ies of 
"imposs ibl c" w hich gree lcd 
the s uggestion for a European 
Pru·lianle nt . 
He believes a g lobal assembl y 
would develop over a ti me. 
j u s t a s th e Europenn 
Parliamen t li fts evolved . LfL"t 
yeru· the Europe an Parliament 
endorsed a pro posal fo r 3 UN 
p arliamentru·yasse m bly. 
He recogni zes the o bs tacles 
posed b y countries with 110 

dcmocrati c e xperience. but 
res po nd s w ith a kn owi n g 
smile: '· Yo u wo uld htlve to 
i lllro d uce th at exp erie nce. 
wouldn' l you? 
" 11. simply takel'O po liticul w ill 
wu l. <Ibovc a ll. politi cal 
cournge. \Veshould rem em ber 
tl,at w h at we ca ll ' fo reign 
aff;lirs· are in fa..: t th e do mestic 
arfair!' o fplrul e t eartll ." 
C o urt esy : TOil)' Sl1Inphlcr. 
Gemini 
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FROM CANADA, WITHOUT LOVE _____ _ 
Ovcr lh c past two ycars . a 
number o f our readers h avc 
w ritten to us. But even as we 
app recia t e a nd we lcome 
feedback, as a matter of policy 
we do no t normall¥ provide 
s pace for lettcrs. \Ve are, 
however, m aking anexcept ion 
Illis once. Writing from British 
Columbia in Canada. Howard 
Solverson has taken strong 
exccpli on to o ur article o n 
Father Mackey l W illi am 
Mackey Fat h e r o f 
Contradictions? Vol.2. No.l l . 
November 1994J. AulllOrof a 
forlllcoming book fro m Robert 
Davies Publishing, Montreal , 
11u: Jesuit alld the Dragon: 
The life of Father William 
Mackey ill th e Him<llayan 
Ki,'gdomofBlmlfw. Solverson 
believes we have "m aliciously 
infer(ed) a situatio n clearly 
o ppos ite to the facts." C learly . 
if wc did not bend Ille rnles 
and allow Sulvcrson to have 
Ius say . clearly we would be 
COlllflliuing a further c ri m c. 
We will. of co urse. use our 
editorial prerogative to include 
our com ments in dcfense o f 
our views. 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
/l has lake" .foll/etime Jar your 
article 0" Father Willialll 
Mackey ID be brought to my 
altemiolJ and Jor /Ue to get 
around to writing i" response. 
And as I do, I have mixed 
feelillgs. 
I II the article published 
November /994, 1 find a 
1IJImberof i.r.mes thar could be 
takell up in both sub stcm ce C/lld 
implicCltion. 11 is tempting to 
toke up evel)' one oJ the 
numerous misrepresentations 
),0 11 have made , Better 
j udgment wall Id probably 
dictate that / leave the motler 
entirely, g iven the way you 
manage to di.flort the maten'al 
YOII clroose to IIse. I will sleer 
(/ middle course and make a 
,~ imple statementofJact which 
I tlll'nkslJOuld be made know' l, 
YOllrarticle staled, "Allhollgh 
he I FmherMC/ckey ! lIeverdid 
take kindly to sou th ern 
81111t anese oJ Nepa I ese orig ,-n, 
reponedly resultillg from hi.f 
ul/happy experience in 
Oarjeeling, India, from where 
he wa.f allegedly compelled to 
make an ullceremoniOlls 
exit" . " 
To my knowledge. it has never 
beell suggested elsewhere that 
Father Mackey "ncverdidlake 
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killdl), 10 .fOlltherll Blll/tc/llese 
of Nepalese origin" alld ill my 
Owll intensive experience with 
Father Mockey there Iw,r never 
been a hillt ofsllch an attitude 
a ll his pan. 
Blit 011 historical record, YO!I 
t otally mis represent th e 
c i rcllmstan ces regC/rding 
Fathe r Mackey's departllre 
(which I would 1I0t call an 
"lInceremonious exit") from 
Darjeeling. The government 
position thar led to his be ing 
compelled (lIot "allegedly" bllt 
actllally) to leave Darieeling 
g rew esse nt ially out oJ 
allegations th(lf he was pro
Nepa/i alld allli-Bellgali, 
nlee~plllsion W(lJ wllmhappy 
even t fo r FflIher MC/ c key 
because his experiellce ill 
Darjeelillg had been vel')' 
happy. Forsevellteellycars he 
lived alldworked i1/ this regioll, 
where he w(/s close to the 
p eople, th.' majority a/whom 
were Nepalese_ There was 
III IItll al respec t alld love 
be twee n these people alld 
Father Mcic key, 
While FlIther Mac key was nOI 
anti-Bel/goli. as C/Ileged at the 
time, it ir probably f(lir to say 
that hewaspro-Nepali. This is 
ql/ite understandable given Ihe 
siwation, a/Jdreaflypreserued 
110 threat to anyone, However 
Ms e,\plllsiolllllight bejudged. 
Father Ma c key holds 110 

grud ges against allyone. 
On the olher h(ll/d, it is 
IlIdicro/ls (bw sadly, /Jot lIery 

Jll lllly) tlwt you have chosell 10 

infer a s itulItio n clearly 
oppasitero tl,efact,f, T/te same 
call be said Of the infere1Jf. __ e 
Ih(lf FlIIherMackey is "blinded 
by hate, " In describing FlIIher' 
"'Jackey. )'0/1 show a complete 
lack oJ knowledge of Father 
Macke)" s character, and is one 
is moved to SlIggest t/Jat you 
look close r to ho me for 
.fOmeOlle "blinded by hate. " 
Yours .~ illcerely, 

Howard So/versol/, Delta. 
B. C. CaTlCula 

Sol venon finds our v i~ws 

conflicting with his own. an d 
is naturally upset. Wc can o nl y 
reco mme nd Ill athe re~read the 
article w hich has perturbed 
him so much, Perh aps he may 
Illen realize th at it is q u ite 
poss ible that just as h is readi ng 
o f the article in q uestio n may 
have been o nl y superficia l. h is 
research for his book m ig ht 

have suffe red fro m the samc 
lac k o f depth . 
In h is response. Sol verSOll 
conve niently sidesteps the 
main thnJst o f the article in 
questio n and. likc the Falller 
himself. manages to m iss the 
wood fo r tJle trees. Because 
Solvc !'son chose n u t to be 
tcmpted into taking up all IlII! 
" n ume r o us mi s re p resen 
tations" wc seclll to havc 
madc. we may never ri nd o ut 
tilC m yriad otJler issues whic h 
may h ave provoked him . 
Howevcr, on the few points he 
felt stron g ly enoug h to wish to 
.... "OtTect us. he clearly needs 
furtJler educatio n. 
Fore most, the basis o f 
Solverson 's arg ument - and 
indign ati on seem s to lie in Ille 
fac t that Fathe r Mackey was 
"pro -Nepali" and . ':pso facto. 
deserv ing o f o ur praise and 
not o ur cri t ic is m. Perh "ps 
So lverson wou ld use this sa m e 
Illeory to suggest tilat bei ng 
"p ro - Engli s h" would 
auto matic ally imply be in g 
"pro-Am eri can". "1'1'0-

Australian". "pro-Can adian" 
etc , s imply on accollnt o r 
co mmon o l'i gins. IfS o lverson 
ca refull y we ighed the 
s ig niricance of o ur c ho ice o f 
word s h e mi ght find the 
expericncc educati vc - be ing 
"pro-Nep ali " is no t equiva lent 
to bei n g " p ro-southern 
Blnl tanese" and vice vcrsa. 
On the questio n o f Fathe t' 
Mac key's relatio n sh ip with 
sout h er n Uhutancsc, we 
respec t So l ve rso n 's 
"knowledge" but c hallenge hi s 
capaci ty to j udge the leve l o f 
fa irplay O il ille part of lhe 
Fatitcr. Solverson 's "intens ive 
experi ence" limited to tile 
perio d w hen he spe nt a few 
years ill Bhuta n unde r the 
\Vorld University Service o f 
C anada (WUSC) programme 
can hardly co mpare with the 
actual expcrience o r thous ands 
of sou lllcnl Bhutanese w ho 
knew hi m overa 30 yearpetiod 
,md c:m recallthis relati onship . 
" It has never been suggested 
el se where" (arc th ere 
vo lumino u s tOllle s 0 11 the 
sullljec t?) ruld "never a h int of 
su ch illl al ti tude on his pari " do 
not constitute evidence for the 
de fe nse. 
In lUlY c~e_ lhe p urpose o f Olll' 
article in Novcmber was no t 
to foc us o n Father Mackey's 
less than kind Ireaunent of 

IRELAND ON BHUTANESE REFUGEES 

The Bhutanese Refugee Support Group in lreland which was formed some lime ago has made ~remendous 
contribution in raising aWlITeness abou t the problelllof Bhutanese refugees 111 NepaL The Gtoupwlth a l1lo~es \ 
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ColombIa University in New York and thc report of Ihe \Vorking Owup on ArbItrary l) c tcnlLon of the UN 
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Anyone interested can contact the Secret3TY of the support group in ireland at Ihe foHoWLnI; addrcss: M ,. 
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southcrn B h l/ tanese. but to 
express consternat io n III at he 
co ul d p ut p o liti cs before 
human compassion. a point 
that Solverson con venient ly 
makes no mtempt lO address. 
TIle fact that he could overlook 
the hum'Ulitarian work o f his 
own order to respond 'WitJl a 
po liticnfly-charged rejOinder 
po ints to Father Mackey's 
dangerous habit of dabbling 
w i th matters o ut s ide hi s 
purview . 011 the question of 
thi s habitual abe rrant 
behavio ur a ll the part of o ur 
subjec t. Solvenon would be 
advised to re -re ad our article 
\.0 apprecial e Ille facl lhat we 
al'C n o t quit e la c kin g in 
kn owledge reg ardin g the 
business o f "his torical record ". 
\Vhi le So lvers on's desire to set 
us straight is appreci ated, he 
will note that now here in the 
m-lic le is the re even a hint tJlal 
Father M ackey n<;ve r got alo ng 
with tile NepaJi commu nity in 
Darjeeling. So lverson is quite 
corrcel in sLaling tlwt the re was 
mutua l respec t a nd love 
bctween Drujeclin g's Nepali 
comnllUlity andllle Fat/lc[whu 
wa s e n thu s ia st ic all y 
su ppol'ti vc 0 ftil e co III mu nit y' s 
aspirati on s . one c..:onseque nce 
being hi s h o und cd by th e 
government. However. h is 
departure fro m Darjeeling. 
fo ll o wing lUl e;oc:puls ion order 
with a time limit. m u s t be 
te rmed, sadly bUI con'ect l)' , 
"uncerem onious ", 
Solverson takes gre at p~ins to 
con vey thc " f,le !" t.hat Father 
Mac key was " pro -N c]l'IJi", 
While wc might agree with 
this observation. probablyover 
lhe Falller's o bjecti on s s ince 
being "pro" s omeho d y 
auto mati cally impli es b e ing 
"lUlli" someonc else_ tJli s is of 
little re levlUlce to liS . But if we 
agree tJlat d espite his better 
judgmen t the Father di d 
di sorim inate a m o n g God's 
chil dren and was manifes tl y 
"pro_Nepal i" in DaJj eeting. 
au d Ille reby accept this hUman 
lbw in the Falhe r',<; ch ;lracter. 
o nc fa il s to falllom why he 
coul d no t be "anti_southern 
BhtHrulcsc" in Bhut.Ul ; 0 1'_ ir 
alludin g to the f;J c t tJl a t the 
FaLhercould be "rulli" lUlything 
is objectionable to Solverson. 
why "it is probab ly fair to say" 
th at he wa s a n d i s " pro
regimc". S"mantic~ as ide. as 
far as southern Bhutanese arc 

co n c erned. over the las t 
dec ade . "pro- regi m e" al so 
e qual s "an ti -so uthe rn 
Bhutane,<;e". In tJlC case of 
Father Mac key. it is p"tentJy 
obvious. especiall y in the light 
of hLs rejoinder w hich fue led 
the las t art icle. that in the 
Father's eyes wc have bccome 
the "ene lny", 
As r~gards o ur use o f the 
phl'llsc "blinded by hate", sadl y 
only such rul e m otion can 
explain the ac tion o ftheFather 
and the acerbity in h is words, 
In the firs t inst ance. onc can 
questio n . a s we did. th e 
necessity on his part to I'C-spond 
to the harmless news ite m. but 
if th e Fathe r felt s uc h an 
un contro ll able urge t o 
respond. h e might a t leas t have 
hidden hi s animo s ity. 
Sol verson's arg umen ts are 
s imply no t enoug h to e rase tJle. 
b ille r words pe nned hy the 
Father. We have been askcd to 
look inward s to find someone 
"blinded by hatc", We look, 
but rind n Olle among us bl inded 
by hate. Yes. we do seethe 
with rage. Ami wc are 1I0 t 
lI s hamed 10 tldlllit su c h a 
hUnl<lI1 w eakness. 
Sol\'erson writes in dcfenscof 
o ne individual: wc write fo r a 
hundred tho us and . Solverson 
writes to pro tect tile image o f 
an individual; we write to 
pro tec t Ih e interes ts of a 
hundred thOUSnlld. Writing 
from the safety lUld security of 
hi s ho m e in a counLry h e can 
call his OWI1. Solvc-I'son may 
ha ve difficul ty understand ing 
th e hUtl and pain of people 
fO l ced to li ve in shacks as 
refugees. \Vh en insults arc 
need less l y add e d to thi s 
indignity. especially by 
SOm eO ne like the Father who 
must know belle l-. we have the 
rig ht to respond . And as we 
do. i flll e re arc individuals who 
are o ffended by out· words. o r 
indi\riduals whosc reputations 
arc tarni shed in tJle process. 
wc ca n n ot afford to be 
ap o loge ti c. It was 
He mingw ay. perh"p:;. w h o 
equated the li ves o f a millio n 
human be in gs with that o f a 
s ing le m Olllllain lio n - but -.s 
refugees desperate ly righting 
fo r the r ight 10 he I'ccognized 
as hum.uI beingl' entitled to a 
counlJ'y nlld a home. wc C:Ul 
neithe r be qui te so generous 
nor forg iving. We make no 
apologics in this regard . 

REFUGEE CAMP INFORIIM nON 

Locati on Di s tric t Refugees Students 

Timlli Jhapa 8.296 2.968 

Goldhap Jhara lUI02 3.02l 

Beldangi [ Jhara 15,036 5.! 14 

Beldilngt JI Jhal'U IS.R91 1.092 

Bcldangl II Elt!. Jhapa 9.431 3.:'121 

Sanischare( Pathri) Mnnmg 11,1 14 5.858 

Khudullltwi(N) lhapa 1.241 3,904 
Khudunab:u-i(S) Jh31'" 3,861 

Total 87.806 31.286 

Cumulative birlhs: 6.238 
Cu mul ative dcatJIs: 2.710 

Tlte abo\'e figurcs are as o f June 30, J995. 
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