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The 30 page monsgraph on the

Rhutaness erisis is whitten By Earsl
Rese, 4 fellow of the Instimte 8f
Eurrent Werld Affairs eWA):

Harigver; New Hampshire; USA- The

auther acknowledges that she had i
‘Bigce igether the g&s&sm:ﬂay p8:
litical sittation in Bhttan fom &
VaFIEty Bf S8uFees’ Sinee her request
BF 2 visa 18 Visit the egunRy was
denied fallgw_mglhs; garlier (Mareh
1881) pslitied wnﬂ_si absut
Bhutan: However, she did manage
exiensive iRIerviews with gover:
fent spokespersen Senam K at;ggs
in New Belhi; Besides visiting the
indle-Bhutan barder areas and Hier-
viewing present and former
Bhutanese government sficials; dis-
sidents; Nepalese government gHi-
glals; reliet agency representatives

and H‘zﬁi%&%& ;
THEINFORMATIBN GAB:Rose
recogRizes that “unravelling the
truth> about Bhutan i§ hindered By
BAEENSIVE rgsxsmmam eontrsle:; and
that even f8F these fgrttnate enstigh
18 FifRAgE Visas; the information gap
1§ diffieult 18 Bridge Because of
“Bhutan’s shsession with esnirs] of
FBFMALSA™ ARd Because “6Ven fe-
tired Bhutanese government sfieials
are afraid 1 speak I8 foreigners
SiReE EHtiism i publie of the King,
Kingdom and Egvempment is nt
permitied: The menesraph meRtsns
the regime’s refusal 18 let the Am-
aesty Internatisnal team ints
Ehirang; denial 8F permission I8 the
SAARE Jurists Mission 18 enter
Bhutan and the rejeeiion SF FeqHests
By Sadaks Bgaia; Ynited Natisns
ligh Eommissioner for Refigsss I8
visit the esuntry; 18 highlight the
restrictions 8 uman FBhIS BrBHpS
seeking 16 delerming the truth.
BNE NATION; BNE BEOBLE
ANB REFUGEES ‘The auther pre-
vides Both govemment and dissi:
dlent paint 8 view in “ihe polities 8f
BopHIASR" in a“Ratign 8 migFRLS™
where the feFmer inSists that seuth-
erh Bhulanese eonstitute _Bﬂlt 33%
8f the 18t4l populatisn while the dis-
sidents manRtain that it s €leser 18
30i%: But, “whatever the exact eth-
Ri¢ Break-down oF Bhutan's ppula:
tig; there is Ao doubt that the g8t-
SHMERE IS PUFUIRG 4 PFOgrAM 18
make Bhatan cultrally hemege:
negus thstigh a peliey it alls: ‘sne
natien; ene pesple’: This eultural
purifieation pelicy eonsists 8f 4 se-
Hes 8F aws passed in reeent years;
euliminating in a natisnal dress eade;
4 ratignal €te oF esndtick and tii-
{Brm langhage requirements.”
The censts exercise of 1988 whieh
“provided justification 18 expel
people whe nO Ionger Mgt gBYEH:
ienteriteria foreltizenship” and the
aBave laws tnder the ‘sae RatoA,
ghe people’ poliey has restlied in
the “arrival inneighbering India and
Nepal of mere tan 166,000 refu-
gees:” The refugees whe maintam
that they are Bhuianese cltiZens e6n-
Hinte 19 Faee an identily erisis sinee
the BOvEFRMERE Says Hhey 4re “ter-
erists oF illegal migrants:” The -
ther hewever, Iseonvinesd that mest
8Fthe refugees “were born in BRttin
anel that their Families ha fived there

f==J

foF senerations: Mest earried degy-
FRERES 18 Prove their BoiRt: &itizen:
shipeards; land tax receipts, medieal
8F Markiage certificates.” Eamp sta-
tisties and offieials 8F His Majesty’s
Eavernment and the UNHER eon:
firmed her findings but Bhutanese
goverment oFfcials are firm in their
nsistence that the refigees are im-

Sters:
E%VERNMENM[&E&M}BN
“The monegraph qustes extesively
oM sovemment sourees; Kuensel
and ‘Ant-Natignal Activities in
Bhutan: A FerioristMaverment Sep-
tember 1981° and the AH%H& 1893
Update; and the Becember 1893
Amnesty Intematisnal repsit 18
£0VEF the Ruman Fights situation and
vislenee in southern Bhutan: Refer-
FiRg 18 the Al reparh the Sdy sum-
Mtizes the VaHGHS [BFms 8F (BFtFe
in Bhutanese prisens ineluding mul-
tiple rape of wemen By Bhutanese
sldiers: Bn the Basis 8f govEmment
SBHFees; the auther netes the majsk
govermment allesations against dis-
sident srganizations including sabg-
tage; hijacking; lesting; wanion de-
SIFHEtioh; laan?agmg: 8rtHre and
mrder. The stdy nates that acesrd-
In8 18 Amnesty Inieratisnal seme
githeallegations sfvislenes by gov-
GHIMERt SPRORERLS MAYy Be [rue:
Hewever, Rese further qustes frem
the Amnesty Internatisnal repsr
which went 87 I8 egnelude with that
“while attacks on eivilians in $8uth-
e Bhutan are consistently attrib-
Hied (8 ‘anti-nationals’s it 1S net 4l-
;ﬁﬁyﬁ elear that evidence sXI8 18
indicate the political mativation be-
hid the gets:” B
BPPOSITION MOBVEMENT
‘The ‘srienatigh: se pesple palicy:
acearding (8 Rose; has “spawned 4
mltitide of ﬁ_hmaas:aga&a&amsﬂ
Brganizations in exile.” Rese oB-
Serves, however tat “despite the
Browing number of political BFEHHI:
satigns; the vast majerly sf the
73,000 refugees in the cAmp remain
s they were in Bhutan: unedueated
villagers Whe want 18 1ive In peage.”
Nevertheless, a sement f the samp
BB?_H}Q_HBH: the edueated, are Bein
politieized By the experiencs sf li
i exile; and; acceording I8 the au-
the: the IBRBEF they FEMain IR camps:
the mere politicised tey will be-
EOME: g
Bsgsmsmgthsngegmaamwsmsgi
politely a5 “pelitically immattre®
despite their reported dedieation 18
the same principles and sBjeetives;
the essay underseares the Fift be:
tween the e pelitieal parties; the
Bhutan Natignal Bemeeratie Party
EBNB% and the Bhutan Peoples

arty (BBB); Based SR InISHViews
with the tws leaders: Bhutansse ggv-
erRment leaders; Raturally, rejectany
ealls for politieal ehange:

GREATER NEBAL : The mens-
graph 8Bserves that it is net 4n easy
Hme 18 Be an absslute mondreh in
SeHth Asia'” and rec8gnizes the e8A-
eerns of the Bhutanese regime which
hits; during the cHFrent MORAFER's
eigh, witnessed pslitial ehanges
invelving sthnic Nepalese in Sikkim:
Birjeeling and Nepil: However, the
aHthor eonfipms that “there have
never Besn any ealls [F 4 ‘sredter

Nepal' By Ehotsampas and findsne
gvidenee that Bhtanese politieal
arties have links with any of the
Nepalese-dominated sthnie groups
in West Bengal or Sikkim: The bs-
8ey of ‘greater Nepal is alse brushed
aside By Nepalese povemment sfi:
elals and arecently retired Bhutanese
gverment stficial still layal 18 the
, mimgsmegsﬂ By Rgse:
THE EXTERNAL BEAYERS
“Fhe stidy admits that the fate of
Rhutaness refuigess “may not be de-
ided by Nepal Sr BRutan; but by the
deminant cOURIFY in SeHth Asia” It
qustes an sfficial of the United Na-
tons High Esmmissionr for Reft-
868 43 5aying, “1t all comes dewn I
dia- IF fndia wants; oF is foreed I8
i SMmEHhing; then perhaps the refu-
Eﬁﬁ will Be allewed 8 retin 18
hutan:” Sinee India remains silent
and Nepalis tnable i eompe! Bhutan
t8 ddress the refiges Isshe, the at-
ther Beligves that “it may rsquire
Bresstire from (he Intsmatisnal esm-
FUAILY 18 BriRg the parties (8gether
I8 alk:” However, despile doctmen:
tary evidense 8F human Hshts visla:
tighs provided By Amnesty Intema-
tignal and the SAARE Jurists Mis-
sigm: the stuely questions the palicies
8F the international c8mmunity
which esntinues 18 provide Bhutan

With funds: _

SOUND ABVIEE :Underasubtitle
“Self-Fulfilling Prophecies™ the
menegraph coneludes thus
“Fhe 1rsny F the Bhutanese rHIm:
el erisis 1S that the Enhsisﬁ adspted
By King W&HEsime e Efﬁﬁllﬁg the

13 S&H%Eﬁ & Wants 18 avsid: Prise

I8 the mid-1880s; for example; there
was almest ne palitical agitation i
Bhutan: Today there are (W8 8ppssi-
tion palitical parties and widespread
calls FoF mulli-party demeeraey:
Brigr 18 the “BRE RAtiSA; 8RE Besgls“
palicy: Bhutan enjeyed ethnic har-
MORY AMeRg i1s diverse pesple: T6-
day, there is Widespread distrust and
animesity Between Brukpa and
Lhetsampa::::

But there are lessons (6 Be learned
from Sikkim's experience: Bne is
that 8ppression dees Aot quel! popu-
[aF HemBErAtE MBYEMERLS::-::

King Wangehuek would do Better ts
fallaw the path sf his swh father;
king J}‘g’ﬁﬁﬁ Berji Wansehuek, whe
riled Bhutan from 1933 18 1873.
The late king intradueed majsr ps-
litieal reforms: sieh 4s creation of
the natisnal assembly; abslitisn sf
seffdom and h&%mnmg 8f develsp:
MEREBIOgEAMS: A FeliF; the [FmEF
Bhutanese king was revered By His
stbjects - Brukpa and Ehgtsampa
alike: Given sHeR loyalty, thers was
A6 threat 1o BRHER'S iRigHs Hentity
oF Its menarehy:

[s not 168 late for King Wangehtek
B Feverse his paliey 8Fover-Felianee
o India and human Fights aBuses At
heme: He ean embrace instead the
iclea that Bhutan's futtire will be Best
pratected By anmﬂqg diversity -
cegnomic and sthie: The King stll
his engrmens sesdwill Ameng his
sHRjeeLS; Ineluding the VAst sty
af thes in exile: He ison god terms
with India: He 1s widely admired In
the intemationil community: The
snly thing SIeppiRg him oM ¢

knowledging the aspirations of his
diverse suBjects and negotiating 2
soltition (o herefugsa srisis: it sesms;
I what historian Barbara Tichman
deseribes in her Bagk ‘

Egtly as “wosden-headedness™

TheBverall responsibility 8 power
I§ t8 BOYEFR 48 FeasOnABlY 4S pos:
sible In the interest of the state and
Its £itizens: A duty in that prosess
I§ t6 keep well-informed; t8 heed
nfermation; t9 keep mind and
iuﬂgsmsn! 8BER; ARd 18 Fesist the
nsidigus spell of wesden:
headedness: 1F the mind is open
engugh (e pereeive that a given
poliey isharming Father than sery-

- Ing sell-interest; and self-confident

ensHgh to acknowledge it; and wise
EnguEh 18 Feverse i that is the
SHRMIE IR the aFt 8F B8YEFAMERE:
Eged advie; it seems; if King
Wangehtick i not 18 Beeome
Bhtan's ast smpersr:

C'IN_gUeTES")

“Kuensel readers should be
AWATE that the GpiRioR ﬁanw,
HEVEF stopped: The fetiers
stopped EBFHI_HF i
Edilor Kuensel; May 33, 1993
ﬁgg&éﬁmg Leters 18 the Editer

“Fhe implementation of Rational
and interational policies ean
REVEF Justity the vielaton of
hHman Fights”

Ed Garcia of Amnesty Interma:
tonal; at the Regional Human
Righis Egnference in Bangksk,
April 1883

“The absolute monarchies in
Bhutan and Nepal have become
eonstittional menarchies in
1869 and 1996 respectvely.”
Far Eastern Econsmie Review,
Hong kong, April 39, 1993

\s 2%

~ MEDIA SBCAN

BHH[QH 1§ “sthpie cleansing” the esuntry sFthe Nepaless minsnty sujeet:
g them 6 freed |abot, detention; Beatings; rape and foreed relseation 6F
expHlsion in an attempt to drive them sut: acesrding I8 the US Eammities for
Refisees; reports PH: The eommitics; 4 non-govermentil srganization;
S4yS 10 it 1993 World Refugses Survey that in 1886; ethnic Nepaless
srganized 4 RUMBEF 6f Br8 demBeracy demonstrations in Bhutan:

“Fhe Bhutanese Government reporiedly responded harshly, Impssing mar:
tial law, €lesing sehosls; aiding ¥illasss; Burmins houses Belong g i ethnic
Nepiless; and detaining 4 number f them:™ the Feport says:

Aceording 18 refugees interviewed by USER, the Biutanese authsrities have
sinee earred out What ameunis 19 2 campaisn of “sthig cleansing™. The
FERBFE $aYS; “Only 4 mingrly of the reftigsss appear 18 have Been diresty
subjected 18 these abuses: The Bhutanese military appear 18 target key
ndividuals in a village of own, and threaten sthers; telling them that if they
g et leave Bhtan, the same thing will Rappen 18 them:

“§ome reftisees said that Before leaving they were foreed 19 sigh papers
saying that they were leaving veluntarly and that they relinguished their
itizenshiprights'. .. USER says conditions for the ethnie Nepalese refugsss
from Bhutan in Nepal is ng Betisr. “Bversrowding and posr sanitatisn
eontributed 18 health problems in the camps; and hundreds of deaths were

reperted:”

‘The Sunday Statesman; Ealeutta, May 33; 1983

Il was hoped that the Bhutanese menareh and the Nepalese Brime Minister
wald make eFfective Hse f the Sppartunity provided by the Bhaka SAARE
Stmmit 18 find some kind of 4 sgiution With regard 18 the sver 166:660
Bhutanese of Nepalese cthnicity whe had Been iving in Bhutan for three
Benerations But are now Relng svicted a3 foregnsss:

Seared By the steesssful vieory of the demesratie mevement in Nepal the
[ing of Bhutan's snly concerm; day and night; 1 I8 safeguard the institttion
of hereditary menarehy at any eost: This has confused him s compistely that
in every Bhutanese of Nepalese sthricity he s66s 4 SUPSHer 8f 4 demstratie
mevement: and somehew 8F the sther he is bent upsn evieting them from

Bhutan:

Bwing I8 the lack sf vision of 4 menarch esmpared 18 that 8f any President
oF Prime Minister the Bhutanese king eannot even reeognize the message
written elearly on the wall: IF the psliey of ethnic eleansing I8 esntinted
further then there is every possiBility that 4 Situation may é8me When the
sqtthern Bhutanese revslt: This will Be roubleseme 18 Bhtan, e deubl; but
even for India it will net Be any less painful: = s

§inee quile 4 larse segrment of pesple of Nepalese sthicily 4f living in the
hilly regign of West Bensal, and Sikkim o8 13 prmarly 2 Nepali-sminated
stitte: in the event Bhutanese of Nepali sthRi¢ity sver decidle (o take p ams
4gainst the present resime; they will get complets suppert from the Indian
Nepalis; restlting in tnrest tirgtghott the Whele region: However, what I8
sucllening is that Bhutan Being Bhutan. even India is daing nothing conerete
16 Fetrieve the situation: It appears that the attention 8f Bath India ane Bhutan
will Be drtwn iy when the entirs region i already Aosded with blosd and

tEHE:

Ehawaini Sengtpt: Institute of Strategie Studies; New Belhi:
Translated from MAYA; Hindi Fortnightly; May 13; 1883:
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