Number 89

deat &g
WA—FHNTA Q0¥ August-September 1985
):)7 Ve ivin N V@ Fa /@

.Lﬂ/

/¥AER
qaFT@ At

BEatiE]

Y % FEEL
farsr g sty wene, gaaed fGwm
FTEATEY, A9

#Healf
73501687
Pracina Hepals /
Kathmandu /
Bla75=5

Published by
The Department of Archaeology
His Majesty’s Government
Kathmandu, Negal




QU AqTE I Ancient Nepal
gl 5% . _ o Number 89
TN R0¥R : August- September 1985
FEEH ) | Editor
RAFAIR T i Janak Lal Sharma




Contents

Preliminary Report on the First Campaign for the
Preservation and Study of the Mural Paintings in the
Royal Palace of Bhaktapur

Excavation in the Kathmandu Valley

Report on the Monuments of Northern Nepal
(Monuments of Nuwakot District)

NEPAL

AqIET GO

TEATEIAT T T Mg TSR FAT

TAAEA TFIGGT AATCFT GRAFT ATTA--AIZ
gga1 tfagrfas arm

tfagifas oaeaw

fagm-ge

Page
1

-Chiara Silvi Antonini
-Giovanni Verardi 17
~Corneille Jest 31
- Sylvain Levi 33
qes

—grgfor Fareg




_Nei)al'i—ltalian Archaeological Sites and Monuments Excavation
and Restoration Project

His Majesty’s Government of Nepal — Archaeologicil Department
Istituto Italiano per il Medio ed Estremo. Oriente

A Centre for preservation and architectural studies
Programme for the preservation, restoration and study
of murals in the Kathmandu Vailey

A) Royal Palace (“cf‘thé 55 windows”),
Durbar Square, Bhaktapur

PRELIMINARY REPORT

On the First campaign carried out between November ‘84 and Jamuary’ 85

Rome, February 20th 1985




Anc_iént Nepal

Preliminary reportoa the first campaige for the preservation and
“study of the mural paintings in the Royal Palace of Bhaktapur

1.1

Preservation and study action concerning
the Bhaktapur palace of the 55 Windows is
envisaged in the agreement signed at Kath-
mandu between the Archaeological Department
of Nepal and the Istituto Italiano per il Medio
ed Estremo Oriente ( ISIMEO ). An is known
this agreement regulates the work of two quite
separate missions from the above Institute
-one cperating in the sector of archaeological
research and the other in the sector of the
conservation and restoration of monuments.
The sccond sector has been entrusted to the
“Centro per la conservazions e gli studi di
architettura” of IsMEO.

1.2

The selection of the places and
proposed zction in favour of the murals,
considered as an integral part of the architec~
‘ture, were decided upon in full and cordial
co-cperaticn  with the Nepalese authorities
during two short exploratory missions carried
out by Mr. E. Galdieri, an architect, in Feb-
Tuary 1981 and May 1983. During the first
mission Mr. Galdieri was assisted by a restorer,
Mr., E. Paparatti.

1.3

The chief restorer, Mr. R. Roenni,
«carried out a first technical inspection of the
mural paintings of Bhaktapur on February
10-17th 1984. A short report of this survey,
during which Mr. Boenni was assisted by two
<hemists from the Archaeological Department,

the

Messrs. Bhimvar Singh Thapa and U. Sapkota,
is set outin scction 3.1 below. Mr. Boenni
subsequently spenta period of seventy days
in Nepal to begin the resteration operations.
Because of the numcrous holidays, frequent .
black-outs, the shortage of suitable illumina—
tion equipment, etc., the number of actual
wofking days was reduced to fifty. During
this second operational phase Mr. Boenni was
assisted by Mr. G.M. Singh and Miss S. Kumari
Manandhar, respectively ‘a  chemist at the
Archaeological Department and a caster
moulder at the National Museum of Kath-
mandu. The report on Mr. Boenni’s work is
set out in section 3.2,

1.4

At the same time as Mr. Boenni’s mission
and for the duration of 25 days, a preliminary
fact-finding survey was carried out by Mr. A.
Grossate, an iconologist and an expert on Hindi
literature. The aim of this mission was to make
a preliminary approach to the iconographic
problems connected with the paintings in
restoration. As good a knowledge as possible
of these problems is the best guide to their
study and represents a necessary instrument
of control over the preservation action. Dr.
Grossato’s report is sct out in section 4.1.

1.5

Also the architect, Mr. E. Galdieri, spent
25 days on the site. He had mectings with the
Departmental officials, and was responsible for
coordinating the restoration, survey and study
operations; he was also active in

gaining
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further knowledge of the historical and archite-
ctural environment in which the paintings are
situated. with a view to meakirg concrete
proposals  for the protection of the monument
as a whole and thus also of the mural paihlings
urder restoration. During this phase he was
assisted by Mr. T.R. Tamrakar, a restcrer from
the Archacological Department. His report is
set cut in scction 2.1, while the conclusicns and
preliminary technical proposals are containcd
in scctions S5.1. threcugh 5 4.

1.6

On several different occasions Messrs.
Boenni, Grossato and Galdieri inspected also
the cxternal mural paintings of Bagh Bayrava
Mandir at Kirtipur. A very short preliminary
report on this monument appears in section

6.1.
2.1 (the historico—architectural environment)

The building containing the murals under
restoration is the well-known Royal Palace
of Bhaktapur (Bhadgaon), also known as the
Palace of the 55 Windows. The term “well-
known'® obviously refers to the outward and
fourist-attractive appearance of the whole
building, since the palace, or rather, the oldest
part of the existing construction, has by mno
means been studicd as muchas it perhaps
descrves, also because not all of it isopen 10
viciters. The whole complex, which goes by the
gencric anglicized name of .“Durbar Square’?
today  consists of a certain number of
variously shaped buildings from different
pericds and with different functions, without
counting the various different uses to which
the various sections were put during jast

century. If we add to the already complicated
original architectural situation the direct and
indirect effects of the three main earthquakes

(11808, 1833 and 1934) and the subsequert
restructuring, it is easy to imagine the difficul-
ties involved in making a systematic and
detailed study of the building housing the
paintings. An approximate outline of thz
historical and physical events related to the
complex has recently been published by W.
Korn? on the basis of information taken
from the western bibliographic notes on Nepat
and in particular of the less recent one.

In order to have a clearer idea of the
physical environinent in which the murals we
are interestzd in were painted it is thus mnece-
ssary to concentrate on that part of the build- -
ing known as the Palace of the 55 Windows It
has now been demonstrated that this building,
now obviously incomplete, was built by King
Malla Bhupatindra (1696-1722 A.D.) towards
the end of the century.

There is considerable historical —and
literary evidence concerning this particular
event, as well as the extensive building activity
displayed by the king and by Visvalaksmi, one
of his brides and the Queen Mother, in the
city of Bhaktapur and in the other lands
belonging to his kingdo'm. As far as the Palace
is concerned, we learn from Regmi®: “To
him (King Bhupatindra Malla) goes the credit
of adding mere wings . to  the royal pal:ce
which had seen many additions during
the three generations of his predecessors
(i.e. of the kings Naresmalle, 1637-1644
A.D.; Jagatprakasamalla, 1644-1673 A. D
Jitamitramalla, 1673-1696 A.D. ). The
main courtyard  of the palace  containing
the shrine of Taleju - as also  other
courtyard inside  were refurnished and
many wings left unfinished were completed by
him. According to an inscription (526 Jyestha




krsna 4-5. satbhisa naksatra  ayusmana
yage budhavara), Bhupatindra repaired the
temple of Taleju with a gold roof 2nd a top
on which stood gold finials supervening. About:
the royal palace, the chronicler observes, “It
has fifty-five windows, in one of which there is
a small pane of glass, presented to him by a
man from the plains of India. This piece of
glass was considered so rare and valuable that
the Raja placed it in the window asan object
of wonder for the pecple’”. It gocs without
saying that there is no trace now of the
“wonderful” pane of glass, nor is its exact
original location known.

We have already mentioned the extensive
damage caused by the various earthquakes,
particularly that of 1934. The whole appearance
of the square in front of the royal palace is
quite different today, as. many temples previ-
ously located there were not rebuilt. However,
even prior to 1934 many of the internal court-
yards or chauk around which the reception
building were constructed had slowly disappea-
red. According to popular tradition they ranged

in number from 12 to 99 (sic !), although only

6 are now identifiable and used ( see fig. 1).
The last e: rthquake also caused the collapsc
of much of the top floor of the Palace of
the 55 Windows ( the present gallery of the
Museum of Wooden Sculptures with its charac—
teristics cortinuous windows ) together with
thc; roofing. The top floor was completely rebuilt
in past years, mostly using original materials.4
However, this did noct prevent dangerous
rainwater irfiltrations from badly damaging
the underlving murals. The whole of the outer
wall of the middle floor (the one housinrg the
paintings) has rotated some ten degrees to-
wards the exterior, dragging the roof rafters
with it  (see sectionin fig. 3 )5  This
unhappy static condition was only worsened

[
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by the building’s long occupation by the Army
( who left it only a few years ago ), and we can
count ourselves lucky that the paintings are
still even partially visible after the irreparable
damage they have undergone. In addition to
the large room A (12.00x2.65 m. ), there
is another smaller room B, currently covered
with protcctive plasterwerk. Under this layer
it seems likely that there are other - pictorial
decerations, although there is serious concern
over their statc of preservation. There does
not scem to be any hope of finding other
paintings in other parts of the building. On
the paointed wall facing south, a continuous
windowless wall, there are now two gaps; the

larger of these consists of a doorway that
unfortunately opens a brutal breach in 4
registers or - “bands”. Sondages in the
masonry have revealed without doubt that

this door did not exist when the painting was
executed. It is thercfore suggested that the
gap be closed and the continuity of the wall
restored. The sccond gap consistsofa 7 cm
thick vertical cleft in the extreme right end of
the wall around which all traces of colour are
missing. The decorative panels continue,
although the horizontal continuity between
the pancls and frames on both sides of the
cut has not been respected. This scems
suggest the use of one of those wooden divi-
ders ( excellent examples can be found in
the ancient royal palace of Kathmandu ) which
are finely worked and thus semi-transparent.

2.2

to

A special report will be drafted on the
characteristics and conditions of the wooden
fixtures of the rooms housing the paintings at
theend of the sccond campaign ( 1985-86 ).

2.3

Also of architectural-decorative interest
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are the niches made-in the south wall . (and in

~ the north wall in room B ). These are shaped
like vases and flacons according to a definitely
moghul taste, which somehow clashes with the
world described in the painted panels.

24

In order to facilitate-the identification of
the various pictorial panels, particularly when
the iconmcgraphic problem comes to be dealt
with systematically, the four walls of room A
haye been represented schematically in fig. 4.

A typical cross section through the axis .

of window 1. 3 is shown in fig. 3.
2.5

Attached to the present report are several
photographs illustrating the conditions of the
room and its paintings before and after the
restoration work.

3.1 (Boeuni report, February ’84)

On 10/2/84, with the assistance of Messrs.
Thapa and Sapkota, a start was made on
the examination of the mural paintings located
in room A of the: Palace of the 55 Windows,
i. e. the present Museum of Bhaktapur. The
aim of the examination was to ascertain the
state of the paintings and the materials ‘and
tools required in any restoration work. This
room, completely covered with paintings, not
only on the walls but also on the wooden
fixtures and the window jambs, had previously
been occupied by military units. The marks
of their presence are unfortunately still visible:
numerous nail holes can be seen on the  colo-
ured walls. On the upper part of the N wall,
opposite the windows, the colours have been
washed away entirely by water infiltrations. At
first sight the technique used seems to have
been tempera and the medium gum arabic
or the like, in any case something water soluble.

The painting backing consists of a “rough
casting” of earth mixed with vegetable fibres.
and a thin layer of clay mingled with other
substances yet to be identified. Wood was
extensively used in the building’s construction:
and subsequently incorporated in the masonry
work. After being plastered over, the timber
parts are subject to internal movement (vari- »
ations in humidity, dehydration, etc) and.
external movement (vibrations due to people
walking, carts passing, earthquakes). Conse—

. quently there are numerous cases cf the “rough

casting” having fallen owing to the above
movements. The painted surface bears marks.
of restoration work, e. g cleaning and fixing,
carried out in relatively recent times, probably
using unsuitable materials. The resulting visual®
disharmony is quite jarring; as a result of
the fixing operations most of the light colours.
have disappeared, thus giving the observer the

‘impression of looking at ‘‘shadowy” paintings..

In other parts, where the paintings have not.
undergone any restoration the impression is

* of brighter colours. I was also told that the

paintings examined had been fixed with poly--

. vinyl acetate; if this is true, the chemical

removal of the film will be long, difficult and.
certainly dangerous for the underlying painting,
layer. On 15-16 February, within the limits
imposed, a photographic survey was made of
the paintings; it was, in fact, impossible to

“illuminate the paintings in order to achieve

good colour shots. Pigment samples were also-

- taken to prepare slides and thin sections .

3.2 (Boenni report, November ’84-January 85).

The restoration work proper began on
November 2nd; the surfaces involved were:.
the right half of the W wall and about three
metres of the N wall, starting from the west..
These zones were chosen because they provided.




<xamples  of all the possible difficulties that
would have to be tackled in the rest of the
room, i. e. consc lidaticn of plaster, fixing of

thin_layer of plaster finish, fixing of the picto-

rial film, and the removal frem the entire
painted surfece of a fixative ( applied during
some recent restoraticn work perfcrmed by
workers from a neighbouring country ), the
cleaning of the surface itself, the remcval of
the mixture of earth, dung and pigment cover-
ing about 30 cm of the lower part of each

wall, the cleaning of the pictorial decoration °

on the wooden portions of doors and windows,
the replacement of fallen or shoddy plaster
work, the fixing of the colours after cleaning

and finally the reharmonization of colours in_

the damaged and in the intact parts.

Conditions of the W wall ( right side )~
band of register A: Rainwater had previously
dripped onto the central part from thefloor
above. This had washed away and completely
destroyed part of the upper floral frieze and
damaged the whole of the scene below, inclu-
ding the dccorative band. Wall E, oppcsite the
W wall, has been less severcly damaged. On a
Jevel with register B ( starting from the top )
there is the wooden architrave of the door
with its polychrome decoration. The wood has
swollen with the water falling on it and . has
caused the adjacent painted portions to become
detached and be completely ruined. Immedi-
ately after being damaged by the water, the
paintings were dried, particularly the upper

portions, probably using a cloth. As a result

the preparation of the pictorial support ‘has
mixed with the pigment and hasled to irrever-
sible damage with the original pattern being
Tost.

Conditions of the N wall: the type of
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damage described above is common to the
whole room, although itis- particularly
noticeable - precisely . on  the N wall
Where the water has dripped from the
floor above, the colour has disappeared
completely. The surface of five or six register
is highly abraded and large areas have been
scratchéed. The woodwork of the doorstep
corresponding to the doorway on the west side
has caused the plaster to fall again as a result
of swelling. Upto a height varying between 30
and 40 cm a mixture of clay and dung has been
applied in some unspecified periodto the
lower part of the walls and the window jambs,
perhaps for the purpose of protection.

In the northwest corner the walls have
moved about 2 cm apart as a result of move-
ment in the masonry, perhaps caused by an
earthqﬁake. Also in the northwest corner there
is a non-original opening, perhaps made some
fifty or so years ago, linking room A with the
external balcony behind it. The fact that the
opening is not original can be seen also from
the fact that the bricks have been cut off,
from the reconstruction of the side walls
carried out at a later date and from the
presence of new timber supports for the
section above the door. Opening this passage
caused the destruction of abouttwo. square
metres of painted surface. Again on the N .
wall. about 2 metres from the west corner,
an a’rea can be seen in which the colours
and plaster have been eroded over a width
of about 15cm; this area runs Vertically
through all the painting registers. Also this
damage may be attributed to water infiltra--
tions. On the N wall, in the band of register
A, not more than 309 of th= original pigment -
can be identified. ‘
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Werk  carried out: On both the W wall

and the first three metres of the N wall the old
cemcnt stucco has been remeved. The material
used in the replacement was very fine
and slaked lime, i. e. materials much more
like the original ‘ones. The same material
was used also to patch up- the plaster where
it was missing. The work of patching the
p]aster was necessary mainly in register B on

the N wall. The work of fixing the plaster
and the plaster finish was begun starting
from the centre of the S wall and working

westwards. Also on the S wall work was begun
on the windcw jambs and frames (windows
nos. 3 and 4). The complete plan of operations
envisages the cleaning, fixing, consolidation
and reharmonization of the colour layer.

The S wall has an inclination towards the
exterior of about 10 degrees, which means an
approximately 5 cm gap at the top. Work was
begun cn fixing the falling layer of plaster and
on removing the cld cement patches. In this
area the plaster has crumbled badly, again
because cf the water infiltrations. Also the S
wall has suffcred the same type of damage,
and large sections of plaster are also missing.
The wcoden window frames are in a very bad
state of repair in many places. Where the
woodwork joins the plaster edge has come away
in most places and has either fallen or is
still hanging in sitw. In the south and south-
west zones, the remaining portions of picto-
rial leyer are extremely small. The plaster-
werk applied to the lower part of the room is
higher here (about 50 cm) and covers the
lower frieze, wherever the latter still exists,
up to and including the last inscription. The
seme istrue of the window jambs.

At the end of this stage work was

sand .

completed on  the northwest corner of the
room, except for a possible final protettive
coat of paint to be applied only if and when.
deemed necessary. After the whole painted
surface has been restored it might be consi-
dered - appropriate ‘to proceed. with a general
chromatic revision of all the work carried.
out, in order to harmonize the various parts..
Colour slides and black and white photos
were taken before and during the execution
of the work described above. ‘

4.1 (Grossato report, December ’84)

With regard to the large group of paint-
ings that -Mr. Boenni began to restore, and in
view of their present conditions, 1 can only
say for the moment that: _there is no doubt
that itis a Krsnalila, i. e. a representation of

various episodes in the earthly life of the eight
Avatara of Visnu, whose bluish complexion
often appears in the painted episodes. The
direct literary reference, which cannot for the
moment be identified with any accuracy, is
perhaps a work written in Newari (as seems to
be indicated by the almost illegible  legends
written in Newari that accompany nearly all
the episodes represented). This work is pro-
bably a sylloge of several different traditional
Sanskrit texts, particularly the Mohabharata
the Bhagavota Purana and the Gitagovirda.
In this connection it could be extremely useful
to solicit the collaboration of at least two well-
known local epigraphists, Messrs. Hem Raj
Sakya and Satya Mohan Joshi (the latter was
introduced to me by Mr. Janak Lal Sharma).
The large polycephalous figure at the centre
of the N wallis without doubt a representa-
tion of Visnu Visvarupa, and refers to the

well-known episode of the Bhagavad Gita in
which Krsna manifests to Arjuna his macro-




cosmic form. It isinany casea truly unusual

and interesting iconographic variant since the'

God is depicted embracing his Sakti. It thus
consists  of a particularly rich and complex
tantric representation, the exegesis of which
will call for a detailed study of the specific
vaisnava tendencies active in Nepal at the time
the paintings were commissioned. As far as
the date this period is concerned, the one
suggested by local tradition -seems perfectly
acceptable to me: the commissioning of these
wall paintings is attributed to the king of
Bhaktapur, Bhupatindra Malla. In any case,
the attribution of the paintings to the beginning

of the 18th century seems to be supported’

by the considerable similarity in the content
and style with the scrolls preserved respectively
at Cambridge and Benares, and partially
reproduced in Vaisnava Iconology in  Nepal
(Calcutta 1970) by Pratapaditya Pal. Indeed,
in all likelihood, it was one of these scrolls
that provided the exemplo for the craftsmen
executing these actual miniature murals. It
would therefore be very interesting to be able
‘to examine the Cambridge and Benares
specimens directly, later making a detailed
survey of everything likely to be contained in
the well-appointed “Durbar Library” in
Kathmandu. Quite clearly it would also be
very useful to be able to make a comparison
with the Krsnalila peinted inone ofthe
«forbidden rooms” of the Hanumandhoka
Palace, again in Kathmandu.

5.1 (Conclusions)

From the three specific reports (paintings,
architecture, iconology) itis clear that the
painted  surface and its  backing are in an
advanced state of deterioration. The natural
causes of ageing (e. g. those linked to the type
of materials originally used) havc been com-
pounded by two external causes identified as
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the mechanical consequerces of earthquakes
and irfiltrations of rainwater. In addition to
these unavoidable causes, however, there have
also been several attempts at “preservation”,
an improper use of the premises aud a total
lack of maintenance. A further source of
deterioration has arisen in recent years which, in
the long run, could be the cause of irreparable
damage, and not only to the paintings, L e.
vibrations transmitted by motor traffic in the
vicinity of the building. Although no certain
data are available concerning the mnature of
the surrounding soil or the depth and quality
of the building’s foundations, passing motor
vehicles, particularly lorries transporting goods,,
coaches and buses, can be assumed to transmit
vibrations to the mixed wood-brick structure,
which is already in anything but ideal static con-
dition. Now that the external walls, particularly
those of the middle floor, have been disconnec~
ted from the rest of the building, the damage
caused by vibrations transmitted through 'the
clayey ground become increasingly dangerous
and direct. This is especially true of the adhe-
sion between the painted surface, its backnig
and ‘the masonry. One further observation
can be made concersing the daily cleaning
system currently being used. Dust, mostly
from the exterior, but also due to the passage
of visitors, is not removed but merely circu-
lated through the rooms.. It resettles on the
paintings, the woodwork and the flocr within
ten minutes of each cleaning. There is no need
to stress the abrasive action of the dust, which:
contains tiny flakes of mica, on the very thin
and already weakened painting layers.

5.2 (Recommendation)

The current work of fixing, preserving:
and restoration will amount to little unless.
accompanied by a constant service of the
programmed maintenance. The later will have.




to be preccded by a series of investigations
to check the existence and intensity of the
vibratiors and then to ascertain the work requi-
red to prevent or at least to absorb these
“vibrations.

It is therefore recommended as a tempo-
rary measure that the walls should be. dusted
with very light dusters and the dust (and parti-
cularly the earth 1) on the floors should be
removed using a small electric vacuum cleaner.

It is also rccommended that for at least
ene year two printing fleximeters be applied
to the North and South walls respectively.
At the end of twelve months observations
special rules for further safeguarding can be
made.

5.3

One advantage is the microclimate and
environmenta) humidity of the room containing
the paintings. An wninterrupted 30 day test
showed that the . relative humidity gradient
inside room A is not only surprising constant
but actually favours the preservation of the
paintings. Although it will be subjected to
further tests of this type, the environment
will probably not reed any corrective.

5.4

During the ncxt campaign to study and
preserve the paintirgs a project for the rational
illumination of Roccm A will be submitted to
the approval of the authorities. This project will
take aesthetic requirements into account and
will allow the visual enjoyment of the paintings
on all four walls, Above allit will allow for
the possible demage 0 the painted surface
that can be causcd by “hot” light sources.

6.1 (Paintings at Kirtipur)
As already statcd in section 1.6, mumer-
ous visits have been paid to the Bagh Bayrava

Mandir at Kirtipur. Until such time as intetnal
inspections ¢an be cartied out, our attention
has been fociised on the murals situated on the
four external walls of the temple cell. All the
paintings are in very = poor conditions. Also
these paintings are of ‘the ‘“descriptive” type
and executed on three different registers, which
are in turn surmountcd by an upper decorative
band which is taller than the others and
characterized by large medallions depicting gods.
At first sight it would seem that we are dealing
with a case of bichromy. Unlike the Bhaktapur
paintings, where all the principal traditional
pigments are present (crpiment, vermillior,
indigo, chalk or conch-shell white and black)
those of Kirtipur, which some attribute to the:
}5th century, seem to be based on white and
red alone. Generally speaking, the themes
seem to reflect a greater attention to the rituat
aspects, almost as though exemplifying thz:
numerous Nepalese religious feasts (E. G ).

6.2 (Grossato report, February *85)

Dr. Amatya introduced us to the Pradhan
Pancha of Kirtipur, Mr. Rudra . Bahadur
Pradhan, as well as to the pujari of the Temple,.
Silal. He also authorized Mr. Boenni, whenever
he deems fit, to take a'small sample of the
external bands of the paintings. Messrs. Amatya.
and Tamrakar then went into the Temple
to see whether there were any traces of internal
murals. According to what they toldus on
coming out there is well-fcunded suspicion
that there is something at least on one of the
inside walls currently covered by a thick layer
of soot.? Mr. Boenni was then asked to pro-
vide a solvent so that one of the chemist-resto-
rers from the Department could attempt to
clean the wall. According to Messrs. Amatya.
and Tamrakar there is no obstatle to making
an immediate start on restoring the group of
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paintings running round all four cxternal walls
of the Tcmple (the importance of which has
been stressed also by Pal in The Arts of Nepal:
Fainting: “Among the carliest murals existing
in the Kathmandu Valley (...) they are totally
exposed to the elements”), The Nepalese
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authoritics would in any case prefer a restor-
ation of the entire temple complex, rightly
considering that - there would be no point in
restoring the paintings alone without having
previously consolidated the  architectural
structures.

—

Notes

1. Da-bar is a word of Persian origin meaning
“entrance to the palace’ and, by extension,
the whole palace itself. The phoneme
cbviously reached Nepal through moghul
mediation. Sce also MacDonald A. W.,
Vergati Stahl A., NewarAdrt, New Delbi
1979, p. 112, note 1.

2. Korn W., The Traditional Architecture of
the Kathmondu Valley, 19761 reprinted
1979, RBibliotheca Himalayea, Varanasi

1979, pp. 57-59 and fig. 27.

3. Regmi D. R., Medieval Nepal, Part 1II,
Calcutta 1966, pp. 23511

4. In the reconstruction subsequent to 1934,
perhaps for economic reasons, it was negle-
cted to reconstruct the projection of the
wooden gallery; this projection character-
ized and lightened the entire fop storey, as
is apparent from the old engravings and
water colours from last century. “It was
restored with minor alterations, so that
the former bay-windows on the third floor
no longer protruded to form a long bal-
cony as before” (Korn W., op.cit., p. 58).

5. The project originally drafted by UNESCO
(No. 18-Durbar de Bhektapur : BMZ-1)
entailed an estimated cost of 173,000 dollars
(1984) for the restoration of the Palace of
the 55 Windows alone. Sce Sanday J., La
vallee de Kathmandu, Monumen's histori-
ques nepalais a restaurer, UNESCO, 1984,
ISBN 92-3-201992-2, p. 92. No provision
is made in this project for any preservation
work on the murals. ’

6. Among other things it has been enhanced
by a particularly complex, and obviously
much larger, forana (sce photo).

7. See Regmi D. R., op. cit. p. $42. (8) See
Singh M., . ‘Art de ! ‘Himalaya, 1968,
p. 205; Ray A., Art of Nepal, New Delhi
1973, pp. 53-54; Pal P., The Arts of Nepal,
Leiden-Kelon 1978, vol. II, fig. 193 and p.
129.(9) Sce Oldfield H. A., Sketches from
Nepal, London 1880,' repr. New Delhi
1974, vol. 1, p. 129: *“Inside the temple is
a painted image, not of a ‘man, but of a
tiger [note: from which the templz is cailed
Bagh Bhairab-that animal being looked on
as a symbol of the god”] (E. G.)
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Excavatron in the Kathmandu Valley“j

~ The Nepalese-Italian Archaeological Mis-
sion began excavations in the city of Kathmandu
in 1984 at the sites of Dhumvarahi and Hadi-
gau The Jomt cxcawatlons were represented
by Mr B.K. Rijal from HMG Department of

_ Archaeology Nepal.

_ For numerous dlﬁ'erent reasons emergmg
from the thorough explor:_ttron of the city area
and the valley carricd out-in previous - years,
and which will be dealt with in greater detéil
in the following, the choice fell upon these iwo

: partlcular sites.

‘Dhumvarahi is situated to the - northwest
of the city, on the right bank of the Rudramati
(Dhobi Khola). The site must have becn a very
important centre during the Licchavi period.
A passage of the Gopularaja~vamsavali men-
tions one of the worthy deeds performed by
Bhumigupta as being the consecration of an
image of “Dharanivaraha Visnu”. This image
has been identifiecl as the one still preserved
in a small temple at Dhumvarahi, now envelo-
ped by the huge roots of a pipal and still
actively used for worship. The identification

was based on the fact that the Dhumvarahi
image is the most 1mportant image of Varaha
Avatara found so far in the Valley and on its
date, which the stylistic features indicate as the

—Ghrara SllVl Antommfi_: :
—Gl_ovannl Verardi’

6th or 7lh century A. D2 A chchavr [inscrip-
tion has also been found ir the vicinity, at | the-
site of Tunal-devi? Lastly, along the road.
skirting the mound where the excavations are
situated, about twenty years ago Dr. N. R.
Banerjee had duga trial trenchin a large
dump, the remains, of which can still be seen,
and from which a. large quanuty of precrousr
pottery has been removed.4 :

The'river, the dump and the - ancient

sacred area are the three factors on: which the:

qssumptlon ‘of the:cxistence of a settlement: has.
originally been based.

" After locating the highest point in’ the:
area, it was deemed advisable to begm the
work rmmedlately, as it was urgent to carry out
the. archaeorogrcal survey before thls was -
made 1mpossrble, by the raprdly expandlqg.
construction work goir.g'_o_n'in the '_area'.' BT

At Dhumvarahi a trench was dug and.

subdivided into 12 5x5 msqﬁares,_covering a.
total field area of 47x56 metres. S

The site occupies square W in the overalk
grid of the area, which has been divided into
50 m. sided squares. Squares marked WCd,




WCc¢, WHa, WGa, WGd, WFa, WFb, WMa,
WMb and WRa ( Drawing A) have been
excavated.

In squares WCd and WCc a small mound
was visible. Some debris and bricks could
be seen on its surface (P! T, fig. 1), which was
covered with trees and rceds. The trench runs
through the middle and was cut so as to show
the stratigraphic scquence on the south wall
of WCd and WCc ( Drawing B). It was thus
possible to study the cave-in of the overlying
structure, only a few rcmaining bricks of which
have been found still laid in a segular pattern
{PL I, fig. 2), and also to recovera large
quantity of potsherds.

" In the other squares, below the humus
layer, marked (S), layer (1) was formed by
whitish and compact clay. Large, roughly
rectangular ditches had been dug and
then filled with dark soil, i.e. soil containing
organic  matter mixed with large quantities
of fictile matsrial (sherds and figurines). Fur-
thermore, in squares WFa, WEFb, WMa and
WRa, several storage jars had been buried,
and circular and square pits have been found
(PL I, fig 3 and 4). The pattern of the jars and
pits was not constant. The latter had their walls
and bottom lined with bricks ( PL I, fig. 6)
and were empty, except for Pit 16 in WFa,
which contained dark and carefully purified
clay. Also jar 11, in the same square, had been
used to contain clay, while the others, which
had presumably been used to hold the water
required  for working the clay, contained
~ pottery and brick fragments ( some of which
bad been preserved intact) (PLII fig. 7).
These were the remains of the collapse of the
overlying structures. All that remains of these
structures appears to be part of a cave-in and
orumbling wall in square WFa. The only stru-
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cture of layer (1) preserved consists of a double
row of bricks in sequence in square WFb
(P1. 10, fig. 5)

It is thus possible to conclude that the
archaeological layer depoted as (1) affords
evidence of the presence of a group of potters
dating back to fairly recent times who had been
attracted to Dhumvarahi by the excellent quali-
ty of its clay. This settlement, together with the
farming carried on by the inhabitants of the
site, up to only a few years ago a rural district
of the city, was responsible for disturbing the
layer. Originally this layer must have preserved
evidence, however slight, of an ancient settle-
ment, i. e. the one to which, at least partly,
the high quality ceramic finds found in the
filling of the pits presumably refer. The soil
used for this parpose was  presumably taken
from the area itself and preserves the remains of
the material"culture of the settlement, the
masonry buildings of which have been lost.
As we have seen, the only evidence of the
préceding situation is what remains of a wall
in trench WFb.

This hypothesis seems to be confirmed
by stratigraphic situation. In squares WCc and
WMb, the trench was dug down to a depth
of 2.90 m. It thus became clear that to layer
(1) followed a geologically interesting but arch-
acologically sterile sequence, with alternating
sandy and clayey levels, the composition of
which is probably closely related to the behavi-
our of the river next to it (Drawing C).

Ancient bricks were probably reutilized
until recent times. What  was probably the
worship platform of a recent building, the
remains - of which are  visible in the small
mound in WDa and WDb, is made of ancient
bricks measuring 34x24x§ and 21%21x9 cm.,
which have been preserved (PL I fig. 2)
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The objects worthy of mcmlon found at :
- Dhumvarahi include: v

-2 head]ess legless male tcrracottq figurine

( Inv. No. DHV 2 )wearmg a tunic. with.a .
double—folded neck, a belt and a cloth passing.

between the legs. The figurine is made of highly
purified clay and is of fine workmanship. :

-a terracotta spout (Inv. No. DHV 14) bear-
ing traecs of red paint in the form of mokara.
_a second makara (Inv. No. DHV 6) with
gaping jaws and decorated with plant motifs
‘made of black terracotta with traccs of black
slip (PL. 11, fig. 3). The spouts have definite
fealures in common with objccts from the
Licchavi period.s

-a fragment of terracotta decorations represe-
nting a kinnara with swoilen belly and raised

arms (Inv. No. DHV 5).

—the image of a divinity wearing a cloak ending
jn a point in front and decorated with huge
carrings and with the hair piled high on the

" head (Inv. No. DHYV 1).

The animal figurines are particularly
numerous. Some of them have been fashioned
as a single piece. Mostly, however, they consist
of two halves joincd together when the clay was
stil] wet. In some specimens the legs were mod-
clled separately and then applied before baking,

Also some dabbers have been found.
These objects are still in use today, but are
also similar to those found in the excavations
carried out in the Ganges valley®."Also found
were a few Pasupati coins, which are tradi-
tionally attributed to Licchavi period.

Also Hadigau lies on the right bank of
the river, about 2 k.m. away from Dhumvarahi.
The reasons leading up to the choice of this
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site are a$ 1f¢;110w5';

" l) Scwnuﬁc hterature points to Hadxgau as
bemg one of the most 1mportant Licchavi
perlod 51tes

2) Inscr.iptions in Licchavi Script ( Gupta
Character Script )7 and stone sculptures dating
back to the Licchavi and pre-Licchavi periodss
have been found in this . area; :

3) A large quantity of pottery, much of which
is certainly ancient, has been found on the slope
running down from the last houses in the

“village to the river; in the natural section visi=
ble on the river banks potsherds are  visible
down to 2 depth of about two metres;

4) The unbuilt up area is quite large. It is
situated between two temples, that of Sara-
swati in the village and Satya Narayana closer
to the river. The present buildings are of recent
construction, but as the cult images show and
according to the evidence of tradition, they
were erected on the spot where, in ancient
times, miracles had suggested the advisability

of erecting a shrine.

In the field immediately adjacent to the
compound of the temple of Satya Narayana an
extensive trench has been dug over 7 55 m.
squares denoted as ATb, APc, AUd, AVc,
AQb, AVa, AQc, plus half of AVd (Drawing
D and FL. 111, fig. 9). The stratigraphic situ-
ation is extremely complex. Taking account of
the fact that the numbering of the  layers is
incomplete and provisional, it can be summed
up schematically as follows:

~—Surface (8). - Brick fragments and potsherds

are visible, but only in very small quantities.
It corresponds to the humus layer that has

been disturbed on many cccasions during

farmwork.

ey
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—-First layer. In ATb, APc and AUd remains

of rooms have been unearthed of which a few -
small wall portions have been- preservéd (2 or

3 rows of kiln-fired bricks ) and respective

floors. The small pinkish bricks are all broken

and no reliable measurements can yet be given.

It is possible that these bricks originally belon-

ged to the second layer structures and had been

reutilized. The second layer is documented thro-
ughout the excavated area, where it appears

as an extensive collapse (PL. III, fig. 10).In AVd

the bricks are mixed with large quantities of

tiles, only occasionally found elsewhere. This

is the result of the total or partial” collapse of

a number of rooms that had been built
several stages and only more extensive excava-
tion work will allow full light tc¢ be shed on
it. One of these rooms in ' APc (Pl IIT, fig. 11)
~ still has the floor. Its western and  northern
walls have collapsed completely.

in

The remains of two successive settlements
are thus documented. The first and most recent
of these is built on the ruins of an earlier and
larger settlement which has yieldeda large
amount of ceramic and fictile material.

In AUd, AVaand AVd, the excavation
was taken down to a level in which evidence of
three floors was found. The earljest of these
consists of rcctangular bricks (ca. 26x16 cm).
The sccond -consists of triangular tiles ( side
length of 22 cm ), laid with alternate edges
co as to form parallel horizontal strips (PL iV,
fig. 12). The third, and most recent, of broken
bricks that cannot casily be measured, s
particularly noticeable in AVd (P1. 1V, fig. 13)

- These could wcll be outside floors as is
suggested by the arrangement at right angle
of the triangular tile floorin AVd. Tt still
remains to be clarified what relationship exists
between these floors (and cach of them separa-

- Ancient Nepal

tely) and the second  layer structures.  With
reference to the ;rcctaﬁgular and triangular
brick floor there is definitely a wall running
E-W for a distance of about 10 m and made
of 24/26x16x4.50 cm bricks. A trial trench
dug in AVa has revealed the foundation of
the wall itself, showing the fill (clay, a few
brickbats, ashes, potsherds and two bull figu-
rines) in which the first of the three floors
was built at this point. (Drawing E)

Another wall was unearthed forming a
right angle (PL V, fig. 14). It is made of bricks
measuring 28x29x19/206x5 cm. It has ' been
exposed in AQc and AQb over a length of
about 10 m. and reaches a depth of 1.70m. A
depth sondage dug in AQb revealed what seems.
to be its-foundation pit and a three course row
of bricks at the bottom. The section obtained
through the sondage can be read as follows:

clay
clay mixed with debris from the rubble

floor of pressed sherds ascribable to layer
‘two (coccio pesto)

layer of clay and sand

comparatively coherent material from the
collapsed structurcs; it has ‘yicldcd also
ceramic and fictile material tegether with
brickbats '

clay layer

“sand and river pebbles.

The sections of AQc and AQb have been.
drawn in detail in Drawings F and G. A seco-
nd trial trench dug in AQc ( thus also situated
south of the wall ) displays basically similar
stratigraphic features, although the foundation
pit is less clearly visible (Drawing H).

The earliest structures of the site have
been barely reached in AUd, where the bad
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state of repair of the floors described. above
allowed an immediate test to be made. The
heads of two walls running EW and SW were
unearthed. It was on these walls and on ‘the
filled in spaces delimited by ‘them that the
* flcors described above were gradually built.
The objective of the next excavation campaign
will be to investigate this earlier layer.

At the present state of the work, no
conclusions can be drawn and it is tco early
to deal even with dating problems. The
stratigraphic data are still too incomplete and,
although ~ significant, the excavation finds are
still not “sufficient for a reliable date to be
suggested. '

The majority of the objects made of
terracotta, stone and other materials: come
from the secorid layer, and ihus coming from
among the collapsed structures, it cannot be
ascribed with certainly to any ‘particular build-
ing. Furthermore, a number of ancient objects
have been used improperly until much more
recent times. One typical example is that of
the pelished stone axe ( Inv. No. HSN 17)
found among the collapsed bricks in AVa,
near the floor. This finely crafted axe is of
protohistorical times, and other
in

the type used in
specimens have occasionally been found
the Kathmandu Valley. Even today these objects
are popularly considercd vajra—stone. Obviou-
sly the protohistorical axe cannot be used
to date the wall or the floor near which it was
found.

The material found in the rubble of
layer two includes several plaques and terra-
cotta figurines, an example of which is the
head of Bhairava shown here ( Inv. No.

HSN 8 ) and a plaque with Ganesa on it
( Inv. No. HSN 5 ) (PL V, figs. 15 and 16).
Stylistic comparison with known items “will
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provide us with useful ih;dic,ations concerning
this type of -.materialy. In this  sense . it
would be possible to-use also several frag-
ments of grey stones, i.c. a piece in
which, a Garuda in anjalimudra can be
recognized (Inv. no. HSN 1) (P1. VI, fig. 17), a
fragment 6f a tunic (Inv. No. HSN 2) and that
of the lower limb of a figure. Unfortunately
only a portion of the tunic formingan oval-
shaped curve along the basin and the geomc-
tric decoration-three parallel horizontal lines-
of the material has been preserved (PL VI,
fig. 18). Also worthy of mention is the presence
of ‘a bird-shaped_rattle {Inv. No. HSN 14)
recalling those found in the ‘Ganges Valley
excavations, e. g. at Rajghat? and Mathura®®.
Similar bird-shaped figurines were used also
as toys, élihqugh in this case the holes were

arranged 0 as to house a wheel axle!?.

Itis worth repeating that this material
was not. found in si'u, but among the rubble,
mostly consisting of large quantities of comm-
on pottery and bricks from the collapsed walls,

“and can be ascribed with certainty to the large

setilement mentioned above.

The pottery fragments include one very
interesting specimen (Inv. No. HSN 3) (P1. VL.
fig. 19). This consists of a vase fragment found
at the base of the rubble near the floor in AVa,
which bears an impressed medallion divided in-
to two parts. On the upper part is a purnaka-
lasa while the lower portion bears 4 characters
paleographically determinable as late-Licchavi.

_Of special interest is Inv. No. HSN 10
(P1. V1, fig. 20) , found" among the brickbats
forming the lower collapse documented in the:
trial trench in AQb. Tt consists of a terracotta
fragment of architectural decoration depicting
a standing female figure, unfortunately headless
and with the lower part of the legs missing.
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“The wide hips and the trzbhanga pose suggest
possible compansons with = ancient Indlan
models, which continued to be followed for
many centuries.- The type of clay used (yello-
‘wish in colour and. containig large amounts -
of mica) support the hypothesis that it was

Ancient Nepal

 produced locally.

 Excavation —campaigns - carried out in
future years will providé fresh data with which

to reconstruct the cultural and religious life

carr_ned on in the site and allow it to be dated.

I

Notes

1 M. Shepeherd Slusser-G. Vajracharya:
Some Nepalese Stone Sculptures: A Reappra-
isal within thelr cultural and historical cont-

- ext, Artibus Asiae, vol. XXXV, 1/2, 1973,

pp 79-138 and pp. 131-132 in particular.

. The piece referred to by Slusser and Vajra-
charya belongs to the 6th cent. { op. cit.
p. 132), while P. Pal (Vazsnava Iconology in
Nepal: A Study in Art and Religion, Calcu-
tta 1970; and ID: The Arts of Nepal I,
Leiden 1974) and L. S. Bangdel: The
early Sculptures of Nepal, Kathmandu 1981,
Pl 36, propose the 7th century. '

3. See R. Gholi: Nepaleve Inscriptions in
Gupta Charactets Roma 1956, Inscription

- .n.5,p. 8.

.- No repcrt has been pubhshed on this exca-
vation.

"DHV 6 reealls the dant'zmanhmkaramukha-
maliapranala of the Sarnath Museum ( cf.

N

V.S. Agrawala: The Deeds of Harsha,
Varanasi, 1969, p. 20).

6. See the illustrated example from Rajghat
in A. K. Narain and P. Singh: Excavations

at Rajghat, Part II, Varanasi, 1977, pl.
XV B.

7. R. Gnoli: op. cit., iscr. no, XI,-p. 14; no.
XXXV, p. XXXVI, p. 50

8. L.S. Bangdel, op. cit. Pls. 1-3, 11-12,

© o 15-16, 47, 59, 76,97, 117, 119-121, 127,
145. _ .

9. Cf. A.R.Narain and P. Singh, op.cit.,

p. 68 and PL. XVII B.

10.
11

Cf. Indian Archaeology, 1973, Pl. XLV

Cf. A. S. Altekar V. Mishra:
Report on Kumrahar Excava?ions 1951-55,
Patna, 1955, pp. 122-23 and PL. LVIL '
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Diumyarahi. General plan of excavation.
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pate No. 1777~ C e

Fig. 1-Dhumvarahi, Mound in Trench WCd ﬁ'ﬁg WcCe
(Photo IsMEO Dep CS Neg R 15345/12)

Fig. 3- Dhumvardhi. Jars in Trench WRa
© (Photo IsMEO Dep CS Neg L 15362/13)

Fig. 2~ Dhumvarahi. Moun in Trench WCd and WCe, showing
a worship plalfcrm _
(Photo IsMEO Dep'CS Neg L 15362/31)

Flg: 4= D]néml{d&'aihi. :
., (Photo IsMEO Dep CS Neg L 15492/20)




Tlate No. 2

Fig. 6- Dhumvarahi. Pit in Trench WFa
(Photo IsMEO Dep CS Neg R 15345/4)

Fig. 5- Dhumvarahi. Wall and unearthed
Jar's in Trench WFb.
(Photo IsM,éO Dep CS Neg L 15361/7) - -

Fig. 8-Dhumvarahi. Inv. No. DHV 6 from
Trench WGa

Fig. 7- Dhumvarahi. Pit in Trench WMb (Photo ISMEQ Dep CS Neg L. 15488/14)
(Photo sMEO Dep CS Neg L 15362/24) '
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Fig. 9~ Hadigau. Generdl View of excavatfor§ in 1984
(Photo ISMEO Dep CS Neg L 15490/36)
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Fig. 10-. Hadigau. Structures of first 'la_,‘ygr and collapsed structures of
S(e_cond layer trench ATb ) T
_— " (Photo ISMEO Dep CS Neg L 15366/6) =




‘Plate No. 4
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Flg -11- Hadigau. View of excavattons showing a floor of second layer.
( Photo IsMEO Dep CS Neg L 15490/37 )

Fig. 12— Hadigau. Second floor in Trench AVa
( Photo ISMEO Drep CS Neg L 15366/19 )




Fig. 13- Hadzgau. Second and third floor in Trench AVd
(Photo IsSMEO Dep €S Neg R 15343/11),

l'"'igj 16- Hadigau. Inv. No. HSN 5 from Trench AQb
showing a terracotta plaque representing (ranesa
(Photo ISMEO Dep CS Neg L 15491/. l)

Fig, 15~ Hadtgau Inv. No. HSN 8 from Trench AVa o |
showing a keid of Bhairava, R L e L e
(Photo ISMEO Dep CS Neg L 15491/45) - -




Plate No. 6 Ancient Nepal

' ' : .. Fig. 18- Hadiguu. Stone fragment of a figurine from
Fig. 17~ Hadigau. Inv. No. HSN 1 from Trench AVc. ’ Trench AVa.

showiug Garuda (Photo IsMEO Dep CS Neg L 15488/1)
(Photo IsMEO Dep CS Ncg L 15489/10) ‘ '

Fig. 20- Hadigou. Inv. No. HSN 10 from trial pit

Fig. 19- Hadigau. Inv. No. HSN. 3 from Trench in Trench AQb showing a terracotta fragment with.
AVa showing a sherd with stamped medallion. SJemale image :
(Photo IsMEOQ Dep CS Neg L 15489/12 (Photo BsMEO Dep. CS Neg L 15491/0A
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Monuments of Nuwakot District

Temple of Bumthang
(8. 1. Bungtang)

The temple is built above the village
- inhabited by Tamangs at an altitude of 1700 m.
The walls are of stone, with a slate roof.

The plan is rectangular, two posts support
the inner structure. A porch on the southern
side gives access to the chapel.

On the altar clay images of Shabdrung
Ngawang Namgyal, Guru Dragpo, Sakyamuni,
Guru Rinpoche, Senge Dongma and Tsepame.

. The temple was built in 1944.
A lama of the Plenden clan is the

caretaker.
Temples of Salme ( S.I. Salme )
(Ta. Sang-Gam)

There are two temples in Salme.

‘The village temple (Dimdung clan)
: 7, 10 x 8,00 m)

The building (ext. dim.

is a simple construction with a chapel (6,00 m
x 4,80 ) and a porch open to the South-East.
The temple was built in 1970.

Five generations ago the temple of the
Dimdung clan was built against a cliff at Us
or Kus Gombo at an altitude of 2300 m: The
site was abandoned and the temple is now
located in the Dimdung Khor. '

Religious festivals

Full moon of Bhadau.

Istday of Magh (Magh Sankranti)—
festival of Tsechu B

Full moon of Bhadau

10th day of Dasai._

The temple of Belche

. This temple is built oma terrace at.

2100 m.

On a rectangular plan, the entrance porch.
faces East. Two posts support the ceiling. The.
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walls are bare and the building contains no
decoration.

Temple of Kaule (S. . Kaule)

The temple of Kaule dominates the settle-
ment of Kaule (alt. 1900 m). 7

' The temple has a rectangular plan (exter.

dim. 5,00 m x 7,00 m). The roof is pitched
and of simple construction. The entrance porch
* faces South. ‘

On the altar a statue of Guru Rinpoche.
A group of eight chorten has been built at the
east of the temple.

Near a small oak forest a stream has been
diverted into tank around which shrines to
Mahadev have been built (the place is called

Ancient Nepal

Kipsang).
The main Hindu festival is held in
Kartik Ekadashi.

Temple of Balche (S. 1. Bhalche)

The temple of Balche is located above
the village at an altitude of 2000 m.

On the altar images of Shabdrung Nga-
wang Namgyal, Chenresi, Guru Rinpoche,

Sakya Tubpa.

Festivals
Full moon of Bhadau (Teschu)
Full moon of Phagun (Mane)

Lama Nub Dorje is the caretaker.

(To be continued)
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(Continued)

Monday evening 31$t'January—The' Co-~

mmander-in-chief has sent me this morning
precise informations on the inscriptions he
desires - me to study. It concerns really in fact
the inscription on the wall of the Darbar by
the food pedant Pratapa Malla, collector of
alphabets. I then proceeded to town, but the
inscription is so enormous (it covers 4 metres
of wall space) that I gave up the idea of taking
a stamping, the stamping paper being here
scarce and very costly. All that is not an
indigenous produce undergoes an enormous
rise in price, because the transport of bearers
back from Segowlie to here is paid at the rate
of 3 rupees for 25 kilograms. This time at

seing me photograph the mysterious inscription,

the crowd rushed, expccting the appearance
of the treasure. The most amusing part of it
was that the soldiers of the Darbar, equally
convinced by the hidden meaning of the inscri-
ption began "pushing back the crowd with
blows from their fists as if it was ‘bank of
thieves. The end of the day besides reserved
for me a more living commentary of the scene.
Ispent two hours at the Library of the

Darbar School and I was shown the provisi-

Sylvain Levi’

onal catalogue of the Tantra séction, Cettamly
such a rich collection will not be found any-
where else in Indla, more than 500 numbers
and half of them are unknown to me. When
the turn of Tantric studies comes round it will
be necessary to have recourse Nepal. 1 was
returnmg on my pony at a center when I
hear a cyclone blowing behind me. A wave
of dust is raised by about a hundred ruddians

running who trace the arc of a circle,

pushing
back violently

the unfortunate passers-by, I.
can see and hear blows from fists and shouts,
Nepal is getting civilized, she knows how to
use her police. A vehicle surrounded by a
mounted bodyguard passes and behind this
another human wave. It is the commander—
in—chief, provisionally, Maharajah who is out
on a'promenade. I draw myself up to greet
him. He sends me a ““good evening” and in-
vites me to caracole near his vehicle. The troop
of shirros opens. out not without mistrust.
Where on earth could such beautiful collection
of human beasts have been gathered ?1In this
charmmg country the Maharajah gives an. -
audience to his brothers only when he is surr-
ounded by guards holding naked swords ; in




their hands. This nice little Deb Sham Sher
in company with his ‘two- élders, killed ' with
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another painted

his little hand his old uncle who ‘was wroag -
in showmg an excessive good-will in favour of -

the sons of Sir Jang Bahadur. Then the small
hand without the least scrupule slays as much
as it can the too numerous posterity left by
the same Jang. And the eldest of the Sham
Sher has attributed himself the office of Maha-
rajah and the remainder of Sham Sher (they
are about fifteen brothers in all)have distributed
among themselves by rank of progeny all the
high employments. Khadga Sham Sher, the

second of the family seemed disposed to pro-
mote himself. The stroke was soon carried.
Khadga who was the Commander-in-chief
comes to the palace of the Maharajah to
submit his report; four men throw . themselves
on him, take him by ‘writs and the Maharajah
announces to his younger brother that by an
overflow of affection he creats him governor
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from one pavilion painted in blue to dwell in
in yellow-sacred marionette
always ready to make gestures without asking
who pulls the string.

Then we skirt the tank of Rani Pokharj,
vast stretch of rectangular water that Jang
Bahadur has had surrounded with an ugly
white wall; a rather narrow foot-bridge leads
to a small pavilion erected in the middle of
the water. The spot is safe, sentinels guard
the whole wall. “We shall be better able to talk
if we alight at your Excellency’s disposal”
I replied carefully to be polite without lowering
myself I take care to alight at the very moment
he alights and side by side we converse on the
narrow causeway”. Have you seen the fish of
this tank ? You have not ?-You will see them.

- Dry grass-hoppers are brought and it is the

of Tansen, the district’ West of Nepal. Here

we find a nice variation of the famous scene:
Hear you, be then marquis of Castellance, etc.
A palanquin is all ready; will you give your-
self the trouble ? And my wives ? And my
children ?-They will be looked after. And
under a strong escort, through mountain
necks and dililes, they lead
of Palpa in spite of himself. The caravan
of spouscs with the little Sham Sher
followed after a. few days. And the day
will come on the morrow, in a month, in a
year, when another little hand will slay unerr-
ingly the Maharajah but this” will only mean

" the Governor

tank of Fontainebleau. He enquires for ‘news
of the inscription and of my researches. A

tomb was discovered at Kapilvastu containing: - :

a few scraps of gold. -Ah congratulations--I-
am very much afraid that if nothing sericus

will be found. Do you belicve that this gold has - : -

a great value ? Wait, Kapilvastu was a city of-
temples. Pilgrims from all over Asia came
thither. Then do you belicve that a treasure
could be found. I replied to him that the real
treasure is the inscriptions; it is that which

- connects man to his past and ¢xpresses to him -

a change of ministry. The poor Dhiraj as they

callhim here, the Maharajadhiraja in whose
name everything takes place, lives closely clois-
tered in his palace with women and flowers,
without any ‘other distraction than to change

his present. A people without history is'a tree
without roots. Kings have their genealogy,
of humanity. These censiderations .developed
in an English which enthusiasm makes. elequ--
ent, impress the small Gurkha who requests
me to come and speak to him in the palace
tomorrow  afternoon. We shall attempt  to
awaken him. '

(To be contin.ue.d)'
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