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Lichchhavi Art Of Nepé_.l
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(CONTINUED)
CHAPTER II1

SCULPTURAL S1UDY

-

The art in Nepal reached its zenith in the
Lichchhavi pericd. Lichchhavi sculptures are
mainly represented by many stone icons of
Vishnu, his diverse forms and incarnations;
the Uma-Maheshvara panels, images of the
Buddha and the Avalokitesvara Padmapani
and Vajrapani. Some of these are made of co-
pper bronze, but in a few cases only. For inst-
ance, Tara or Gauri (copper, 7th century) (1)
Devi (copper, 7th century) {2) Vajrapni (Guilt
copper, 7th century) (3) Buddha Maitreya (cop-

per, 7th-8th century) (4) Nimbate -figure and" -

Attendant (copper plate 8th century) (5)Garuda
Bronze (7th-9th century) (6) Uma-Mahesvara
(Bronze, 8th-9th century) (7).

The early art does not seem to have sprung
from an early established local school, but pr-
oduced under the influence of the Ikshavaku,
Gupta schools and the Pala school in different
periods. The sculptural art of the Licl havis is
comparable with similar works fiom India
carried out during golden age of Gupta
djnasty. L

As Stella Kramﬁsch writes, ‘It is Newar
who created the art of Nepal, in close touch
with that of India, preserving the traditions-
while evolving their own in relative seclusion
of the mountains and separateress of their
race’. :

Though the art of Nepal owes its origin to:
India, the local artisxs"gave it different effects.-
from those of the Gupta sculptures, but the
faces of the icons reflect a native style.

“We can study the sculptures of the Lichc-
hhavi period on the basis of style and chrono-
logy.

The Lichcbhavi sculptures contain a magn-~
ificient grandeur in their representation. R.N..
Pandey mentions that the ornat¢ly elaborate:
hair’ style, proportionate limbs, plastic and
mobile body, sler derness of waist, moderately
cxaggeratéd hips, restraincd ornaments, not
too plump breasts and decoritéd and diaphan
ous drz pery are scme cftte typical character-
istics of the Lichchhavi sculpture (&).




{a) STYLE
(i) Head -dr_ess

The head—'resses played an important role

in making the images beautiful, especially in .
Teflecting the chirms and personality of the

face.

Much attention was paid by the Lichchhavi
artists in the execution of the head—dresses
of their images. Most of the deities represented
during this period are the Hindu and Buddhist
ones. Among the Hin‘lu deities Vishnu, Laksh-
mi, Siva-Parvati, Garuda Mavacevi and Krsna
in the child form are found. In the Buddhist
dcons the figures of standing Buddha, Padma-
pati, Avalokitesvara ard Tara are available.
‘Taking into consideration the head—dress of
these images we find that either the crowns are
put on their heads or there is matted lock of

hair. In case of the female the hair is thrown.

on the back or on the sides and teautiful curls
touch on the shoulders. The Garuda figures
bave a mail of coat with a bun in the centre.
The Buddha figure shows a shaven head with
a protuberance in the middle. Then there are
individual variations also as we find the repres-

-entations of the smaller divinities or the ‘figures
-of different panel--

The earliest image of the Lichchhavi period
is of Trivikran Vaman Visnu dated 467 A. D.
(Pasupati, pl. No. I, fig. ¢), because the face
is defaced and the head gear is not very clearly
nioticeable. But it Jooks as if the crown was an
inverted basket type huving a flap in the front
and there are reminiscences to such flaps on the
{ateral sides. Then thric 1s fan like decoration
with incised designs. But as regards the designs
on it, it is not manifest in the relief.

The Vishnu of Changunarayana (pl. No.
11, fig, 3), which is about three hundred years
later has' pointed crown having the facade

Ancient Nepal

“expanded and is executed with floral desj-

gns, In the Visvarupa furm of Changy
Narayana (pl. No. 1V, fig. no. 4), there are
two panels, one inthe shape of the collosal
form. The Sesksayi form containing the same
type of crown as we find in-1he Visnu Vikranta
relief of the temple. But from this we can not-
ice big rayed star carved out on the lateral

wings of the crown. About the fore-head itis

executed with circles and irc'sicns that give
the semblances of huge diamond embedded
in the front. The hair of Balrama (9) is actually
Jied in a bun with a fillet like that of South
Indian Bionzes.

The head-dress of Sivais always chown in
the shape.of matted lock, ajata. The National
Museum Uma—sahita—mahesvara murti dated
8th—9ih century A. D. (pl. No. VII, fig. 1)
shows the hair in the centre on the top and.
piled high in characteristic style of an ascetic
apd -then wrapped in seven horizontal coils
and then tied with a band of cloth which shows
three vertical lines in the front There is indi- .
cation of annther knotted braide with the hair
incised on the sides we notice the flower susp-
ended. A crescent on the left and a skull on
the right also appears.

There are three important S ivité pane's at
Kathsimbhu executed in the lines of Kumarsa-
mbhav. In these one belongs to ‘Siva in the
disguise of a ycung Brahmachari before Par-
vati (10.) In this his hair has been shown falling
on the shoulders with short curls at their znds.
In case of the ‘Siva and Parvati with infant
kumar, celebrating his birth (11) their hair is
thrown on the back and there is evidence of
combing also. We find curls here also specially
above the right shoulders. In the armour relief

of Siva and Parvati (12), the hair is again tbr-
own on the back and there are four-wams rai-
sed in the centre. They fall on the right earin
the in'ersecting curls which enhances the gran-
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deur of his face to a great extent. The comb
marks are visible here also, ’

The Pasupa'i Buddha (half buried, pl. No.
IX? FIG.no G.), shows short curls hairs with

. a protuberarce (Usanisha). This protuberance.

shows four horizontal disc of beaded-lins. The
‘head is constrictéd and the ushanisha becpmes
slender as it goes to _the top..

The Dhuaka Baha. padmapani’ (pl. no X,
fig. no. 2), figure shows three-peaked crown
with a big diamond _in the central pit within
the floral frame-work. At the base of this
.crown there is three string bands of which the
.cential one shows the head mark.

Utmost care was taken in the representa.
tion of female hair dress during the Lichchhavi
‘period. In Visnu Vikranta murti of Pasupati
(Pl. No. IIl fg. no, 2) the consort of Bali
shows an ornate head decoration. The same
‘women in case of Ch'a'ngunarayana Vishnu Vik-
ranta image (pl. No. III, fig. 3) is shown with a
bulbus braid and there is a band of studded
_jewels tied at the base of this braid. Seme curis
of the head, sensitively folicate in the periphery
of the fore-head. In the Uma-mahesvara relief
as in Archaeological garden image (pi. no. VIII,
‘fig. no. 1) the goddess executed with a big bun
-of incised line and a crown on the forehead
‘with flops above the ear.

. Tn the case of Mara’s Temptation (pl. no.

X1, fig. no. 1) of museum daughter of Kama

. shows a mayurpriksa‘ (feather of pea-cock) tied

-on the forehead. The Camunda of this sculpt-

ure shows her hair carved like the burning
flame in the vertical fashion.

In case of Kathesimbhu relief Parvati and
.her friend (Parvati in pepance as Aparna (pl.
No. VIL fig. 2) are shown as in the Brahmach-

“ari panel of the same group (13) that is their
hairs fall from the mang (the line running

above” the forehead. where vermillian is taken

- after marf'rage) on the sides and reach upto the
" shoulders in the curly fashion.

La_xmi, (Padmahasta) of Museum (pl. No.
X1, fig. no. 3), shows an elaborate head-dress.
The hairs are tied on the right above the ear
like the wet cloth tied after squeezing the water
from it. Above the forehead we noticed the
execution of triangular peak carved with floral
designs. The design stand with mavurpriksha_
and diamond tvpe. The hair band "and a few
curls which bang on the fore~head like the
leaves are also seen.

The Yamuna figure of Pasupéti (pl. No.
XI1I, fig no. 1) has u'nique type of head-dress
mostly marked with beaded designs. The shape
of the crown with round pendant is similar to
one worn by Visnu Visnarupa image (pl. No.
1V, fig. No. 4) and few curls hang on the
forehead. '

{(ii) Ear~-Ornaments

The ear orpaments on the images of ihe
deities and the mortal beings is a very- old trad-
ition. The terracotta figurines and the stone
images of the cultures belonging to the proto—
historic period also attest to this fact. -In the
realm of Hindu and Buddhist séulpt}ires and
fine arts we find their ornaments very vividly
and exuberantly portrayed. This being the
fact and the Lichchhavi sculptures being{Hindu
and Buddhist they executed their art on the
imitation of the Indo-Gangetic plastic styles,
have been beautified by the ear ornaments in
the tradition of the former relief.

The earliest sculpture belong to Lichchbhavi
period js of Visnu Vikranta dated in A. D. 467.
In this relief (pl. No. 111), fig. no.2) and the .
Vishnu Vikranta of Lajimpat (pl. No. III, fig.
no. 1) both the faces are worn out but we can




still see the pendants of ear-oranments hanging

from the perforated lobes.

The Brahma image of Pasupati (pl. no. 'V,
fig. no. 1), which has been dated to the fourth
century by Krsnamurti (14) shows perforated

lobes with ornaments in all the faces.

In case of Siva and Parvati relief Siva has
‘the snake éar—orrnament whichis eye-shaped
and executed with floral design and centre
looks embedded with gem. The Laxmi (Padma-
hasta) of Museum (pl. no. XI, figno. 3) hasa
rosette shaped ear-ornament as we find in cne
of the daughters of Kama in Mara’s Tempta-
tion (pl. No. XI, fig. no. 1) But the other dau-
ghter puts on the lotus shaped ear-ornaments.
"The Camunda of the same panel contains a
circuit kept one upon the another in the vertical
fashion.

In the relief of amourisity (pl. No. VII, fig,

no. 4) Siva puts on a eight petalled lotus flow-
.er hang by a stem from the lohes. The blossom

of the lotus is represented by a big circle in the

cenire. In the Nagal Kumar Sambhav relic)
(15), he wears lotus buds. This design became
common later on and is found in the seventh
century Tara also (16).

The Vaisnavite images of 8th and 9th cent-
uries have been decorated with varjous types
of ear—ornaments. The Visnu Vikranta of Cha-
pgu (pl. no. I1J, fig. no. 3), contains the ear-

ornaments executed with bead designs. In case

of Rahu inright ear this orpament exists but
in the left the ear-ornament is quite peculiar.
The Yamuna (pl. no.XI]I, fig. no. 1) and
the Mangla Gauri (Bachchhalesvari) panels of
Pasupati. (pl. no. XlI, fig. no. 2) also show
eight petalled lotus shaped ornaments like the
Parvati’s lotus shaped ornaments of Siva and
Parvati with infant Kumar cclebrating his bir-
th (pl. no. VII, fig. no. 3). Butthryare crude
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and marked by heaviness whereas in the for-.

mer fhey are beautifully shaped.

Of the three reliefs of Padmapani coming
from Dhuaka Baha (pl X, fig no. 2) Yampi

Baha (pl.no. X, fig no. 3) and Ghatavihar |

Kathesimbhu (pl. X, fig. no. 1) the Dhuaka
Baha Padmapani contains \the ear-ornaments
as we see it In the Changu Narayana relief of
late Lichchhavi period. But this image isan
earlier spcimen. The Siga Baba Avalokitesy.
ara’s (pl X, fig. no. 1) ear-ornament is like the
ear-ornament of the right ear of Laxmi (Pad-

mahasta) while the Avalokitesvara and the

devotees of Yampi Baha (pl. no. X, fig. no. 3).
relief contain the ear-ornament is shown with
a discoidal ring. The centre shows big gem.

(iii) Necklace

Like the ear—-ornaments necklaces were giv-
en to both the male and female figures of the:
Lichchhavi sculptures.

The Vishnu Vikranta of Pashupati (pl. No.
111, fig. no. 2) and Lajimpat (pl. no. 111, fig.
no I), both contain the necklaces. But tl ey are-
worn out and their details instinct from the
garments. But we can see the broad strip in the

_ crescentric form running fiom the base of the

neck. It seems that it was executed with floral
designs and a gem in the centre on the chest.
All the males and females of these reliefs wore-
necklaces. But nothing is seen clearly in the
panels. The wife of Bali shows a big gem held
in string between the breasts.

In the Kumar Sambhav.relicf in the carving
of the *Siva’ and Parvati with infant Kumar,
celebrating his birth ‘reliet’ (pi. no. VII, fig..
no. 3) all tke figures have been shown with ne-
cklaces. [n each case it consists of two rings of
gems. At the place of pendant we find four
petals of lotuses fil'ed with {he gems. The
Brahmachari (1), Siva in the disguise of a.

&




Lichchhavi ..

young Brahmachari before Parvati’, puts on a
thick band of SUTRA with a massive circular
pendant on the chest.

Of the three Padmapani reliefs the first one
Dhuaka Baha (pl. no. X, fig. no. 2), showsa
heavy necklace executed with bead designs.
The third one Srighata Vikara (pl. no. X, fig
mo. 1), is not very different from it. The only
difference that exists here is its thinness and
short locket hanging in the centre

The Brahma and Parvati reliefs (pl. no. v,

fig. no. 1. pl. No, XII, fig no.2) of Pashupati '

show a thin band of bead string on the back
neck. Itisshort and close to the neck. The
cenfral portion of jewelis embedded with nu-
merous gems in the shape of rosette.

The Uma-Mahesvara relief of Museum (pl.
No VII, fig. no. 1) shows a necklace which
has formed a triangular shape in the front
with sinuwous outlines on the sides. This fact
exists in the necklaces of both the portraiture
-vividly The Garuda relief whether from Chan-
gu Warayana (pl. no. VI, fig no.2) Hadigaon
(pl. no. VI, fig no. 3) or Boston (19) show a
snake tied around on the neck.

The Yamuna (pl. No. XII, fig.no. 1) and
Mangla Gauri (pl. no. XII, fig. no.2) both
have one type of necklaces. Both show a big
gem closely tied with gem studded strings whi-
ch encircles round the neck.

(iv) Armlets (Keyur)

The armlet is a common feature in the
Lichchhavi sculpture. Pasupati (pl. mo. 111,
fig. no. 2) possess heavy armlet which tightly
bind the arms of the deity. In the front at base
it shows a circle with which rays shoot. The
circle perhaps «tand for diamond and-rays for
its light. We find this design in all the armlets
executing in bis eight arms. The Lajimpat

Vishnu Vikranta image (pl. no. 111, fig. no, 1)
is exceptionally worn out and its Keyur are-
not visible in the arms. The Vishnu Vikranta.
of Changu (pl. no. Il fig no. 3) 1s decorated.
with Keyur in the arms which consist of three:
horizontal lines with two rows of small balls,
In the frontal there is a semi-circle zbove this.
and its centre has been decorated with diamo--
nd design. It has been border with floral motif,

In case of Budhanilkantha Vishnu image-
here the place of Keyur has been taken by
Bhojadanda. The Garuda of Chargu Narayana-
(pl. No VI, fig. no. 2) has n=gis for his-
armbandi.

As regards the Saivite images of the pericd-
the Keyur exists in them also. The armlets of
Siva and Parvati in case of Naghaltole Uma-
mahesvar murti (20) #re simp'e that is an-

~ illiptical portion s executed Lelow the armp--

itsin the facade and tied on the back with the
unitary strips.

Of the four five Kumar Sembhav relief of”
Kathesimbhu only in one that is Siva and.
Parvati with infant Kumar, celebrating Kum-
ar’s birth’ (pl. no. V'I, fig. no. 3) 1o Siva this-
ornament is given and it is of Bhojadanda-
type. :

The Buddha statues generally portray with-

.out ornaments. That is why we do wot find the

Sayambhu, or Pashupati Buddbas. Fut the-
Avalokitesvaras and female figures have these-
ornaments. The Yampi Baha Avalokitesvara:
(pl no. X, fig no. 3) has a thick band running.
around the arm with a fraingul'r pendancin
the bottom of facade ard above the band we:
can notice a huge diamond with the florap
designs.

The Mayadevi's armlet (pl.- no. 11, fig. no..
3)isin shape of thick and hcavy metallic orn-
ament carved with ‘triangles. The space of’

triangle is filled with balls. In the bottom we
see semi-circular making the cup designs.




The armlet of Laxmi Padmahasta (pl. no.
xi, fig. no. 3) shows a big diamond in the
- gentre and floral ex=cution in the périphefy.
The Yamuna's armlet (pl. no. XII, fig. no.1)
is in the shape of Bhojadanda. But the upper
part has been flourished ‘into floral execution
“‘between the Bhoiadanda and the shoulder.

(v) Yajnopavita

The Yajnopavita or the sacred thread was

worn by males and femalés both in ancient

times and after upto this ceremony that a
student started his education in those days.
"The Yajnopavita in case of a male runs from
the left shoulder upto the right thing and itis
‘known as Yajnopavita. In case of the female
it is just opposite of the male; i. e., it emerges
from right shoulder and hangs on the left thi-
ngh and is called the upaviti. .

There is no trace of Yajnopavita in the
Vishnu Vikranta image, Garuda of the time of
Manacdeva and Garuda of the time of Amsuv-
arma. In case of the
‘Dhumbarah
‘this in single broad iine seen runaning from the
1eft shoulder and reaches upto the upper thigh
-of the right leg. But it does not divide the
bust into two halms. Actually from the shoul-
-der it comes parallel to the outline of his chest
and belly on the left and then from the waist-
band it twists on the right thigh on the facade
through pelvic and vanishes after showing
semi cresentic form at the place whe'e his

" right arm placed on the hip. In case of sleep-
ing Vishnu in Vizvarupa (pl. no. IV, fig. no. 4)
and Garuda san Vishnua (pl. no. IV, fig. no.
2) it does not extend upto the lower thigh.

Varaha image from
(pl. no. V, fig. no. 3) we find

In case of Uma-Maheshvara images this
Yajnopavita exists on the bedy of Siva only.
In the Uma-Mahesvara murti of Museum (pl.
no. VIII, fig. no 1) the god shows his sacred
thread of thin outline running from the left
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shoulder and teminationg at the base of the
right thigh. The Y«joopavita of Uma-Mahes-
vara relief (21) emerges from between the ear
ornaments and the shouldér and is terminated
at the base of right thigh. In the Sivain the
disguise of young Brahmachari Lefore Parvati
image relief (22) Parvati has been shown
putting on this upaviti. It has four thick bands
and runsin a broad strip on the bust; it cover
the left breast.

There was no tradition of giving this Yajn-
opavira to the Buddha images. Butin case of
Avalokitesvaras this has frequently shown.
The Dhuaka Baha Bodhisattava (pl. no. X, flg.
no. 2) has his sacred thread in a single thin
line and it vanishes in the carvings of the dhoti
below the waist band. Ia case of the Yampi
Baha (pl. no. X, fig. no. 4) the figure shows
aloog Ydjnopavita which is almost straight
between the left shoulder and the cloth band
tying the hips. In the facade on this band it
loosely hangs and from the inside it possess
down to the knee of right leg. In the portion
of bust it aimost runs from the peripherial
outline of the bndy.

The oniy image which shows the ornament
inits fullest reality is of Brahma from Pashu-
pati (pl. no. V, fig. no. 1) dated to 4th century
by Y. G. Krsnamurti (23). Here it is in three
lines and runs as we find it worn by people
today. The other Brahma of the site also has

Yajnopavita but it is not clearly marked as in
the previous image.

(vi) Bangles and Anklets

Bangles and anklets regularly appear on
the images of the Lichchhavj period.

Tn the Vishnu Vikranta image, (pl. no. I11,
fig. no. 2) the bangles are given in all the ¢ight
hands. But there is no trace of anklets here. In
Vishau’s hands, - the bangles consist of a
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thick metallic sheet wrapped at the bases of
palms. The other figures of this relief also
have put onthe banglesand anklets both. In
‘the images of Changu Narayana belonging to
this period we do not see the bangles but there
is no trace of anklets in the main figure. The
-anklets are-seen in the legs of Bali’s wife, They
are very artistitcally cxecuted. As regards the
bangles of these images they are thinner than
the Vishuu Vikranta image of Pasupati and
“this shows knots also. Bali’s wife and a female
figure standing on lotus (Laxmi) put on Very
‘heavy bangles which covers about half of the
lower arms above the palms. In Vishnu Sridhar
(pl. no. VI fig. no. 1) and Yogasana Vishou
also the bangles are executed as in the Vishnu
“Vikranta image. But there is no trace of
anklets '

In the ¢Parvati in penance as Apérna’ relief
from Nagal tole (pl. no. VII, fig. no. 2) neith-
er she wears the bangler nos her friend. In the
“Siva inthe disguise of a young Brahmachari
before Parvati {24) the hands of Parvati are
mutilated and there is notrace of anklets in
“the legs. Brahmachari hasa very heavy: bang-
le and it is of a rounded shape. In the ‘Siva
and Parvati in armour, (pl. VII, fig. no. 4)
"Siva has neither bangles nor any anklets. Parvati
has justthe bangles and the central head is
~executed with floral design.

As regards the Buddhist images, there is
no trace of bangles or anklets in case of the
‘Buddha images But in the Bodhisattva images
the bangles exist. In the Dhuaka Baha (pl. no.
IX, fig. no. 2) this ornament is shown like
small beads. The Yampi Babha Bodhisattava is
-(pl. mo. X; fig mo. 3) has Horal execution on it

and: Siga Baha Bodhisattava (pl. no. X, fig. no.

1) 'has a solid band -only.

In the Mayadevi's wrist (pl. no. 11, fig. no.
2} there is a very broad bangles covering the

half of the lower ornaments and it has been -
executed with criss-cross linés creating small
squares with ball like elevation in between. At
the base of palm there is a line of bead design.
also. Her anklets is of the type worn by a
tharu lady in the Tarai region of Nepal i.e.
it is in the shape of a Kada.

Yamuna's hand (pl. no. XII, fig. vo. 1) is
broken from the wrist but the left hand shows
four lines representing perhaps four bangles. -
There isfloral ornamentation also in the front -
above this ornament. The best anklet belong-

ing to Lichchhavi period is found in this

image. The anklets consist of a single broad
band of metal executed with intricate floral
design, as in the waistband and this has exce-
ptionally illuminated the pedestal.

(b) COSTUME

DHOTI

One of the most distincive features of the
Lichchhavi sculptures is their ‘dhoti’, the long
ctoth, The dhoti appears on the sculptures
from the very beginning. It is shown worn by
the deities covering the thighs covering one
end hanging between the legs in an artistic
fashion. The dhoti is always tied with a waist-
band on the upper portion of the hips of these
figures. The body of this costume ts shown with
horizontal bands. Which appears in the obli-
que form on the thighs.

The Pasupati Vishnu Vikranta murti (pl.
no 111, fig. no.2) shows a thick dhoti and its
body -decorated with horizontal line cursing
his sturdy :thighs. It is held by a waistband
carved with oblique lines below the navel. The
end of dhoti after tightly incirclinvg the 1ight
thigh emerges from the back and again takes

acircle on the right side from the front and
goes tothe back to falls on the head of Bali,




who had grapted three steps on the lord
Vishnu. The border of the dhoti is clearly seen
¥alling above the head of Bali.

The Lajimpat Trivikram image (pl. no. I1I,
tig. no. 1) hasa very faint trace of dhoti and
only itsend is scen falling on the right thigh
in.a fan shaped manper. It is executed with
ihorizohtal lines in bold relief. In case of the
sculptures of Changu Narayana belonging to
“Trivikram Vishnu (pl. ne.. III, fig. mo. 3)
Vishou Sridhar (pl. no. 1V, fig, no 3), Vishnu
as Seshsayi and Visnurupa (pl. no. 1V, fig. no.
4)y Garudasana Vishnu (pl. no. 1V, fig. no. 2)
all of them show fine dhotis tightly wrapped
round theleg and fold (muja) in the front is
shown falling up to the kneesin the artistic
manner. Then there is a vertically incised flap
as we see in the case of the Léjimpat image.
Here below the right knee of the deity is a
fernale pouring down some fruits from a “Thali’
like utensil. Here we can see the anchal of her
saree banging from the back in a slanting
manner and covering the ‘left breast’. This has
“been shown falling upto the-ankie of left leg
in case of the Bali. The dhoti of Anantasayi in
the Visvarupa (pl. no. IV, fig. no. 4) shows the
same features. But here the borders are not so
ornate as in case of Vamana murti. The Srid=
har image of the site (pl. no. 1V, fig. no. 3)
stiows a little crudeness in the execution of
dhoti. But its end between the thighs falling
upto the feet are very artistic. Garuda shows
the same features. But Laxmi’s ‘muja’ and
sanchal’, both are simple in appearance.

The Saivite images exist during this period
either in the shape of the Siva—linga or the
‘Uma-Mahesvara relief like those of Kathesi-
mhu area. As regards their dhotis they are
similar to the dhoti carvings of the Vaisnavite

_male and female panels that we have seen
above.

. The only difference we {ind in the case of
the ‘Parvati in.penance ai Aparna’ (pl. no. VIL
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vfitg. no. 2) is that Parvati and her friends wear-
sarees very low below their hips (as some of

the modern lady do). The bodies of their-
sarees show the flower of four petals. We see.
this in their upper garments also. The Brahm--
achari Siva in the disguise of a young Brahm--
achari before Parvati (25) bave also been.
shown wearing a dhoti which is short. 1t cont--
ains a thin border of parallel lines and shows a-

beautiful end folds. In this case there is no
waistband. But a thick of dhoti itself is serving-
as waistband. The saree of Parvati in this scul-
pture is tied with Kush rope as waistband.
Here her saree shows beautiful flowers at places.
on the thighs within the broad bhorizontal
band executed with short balls. Here the ‘muja™

artistically runs paralle] to the flashy left thigh.

of the goddess, the ends over the knee are of a
foliated form. )

The Buddhist sculptures of the pefiod are-

far less im number as compared to the Vaisna.-
vite ones. In case of the Buddha images of the
period which comes from Sryambhu we sce
them wearing the long Sanghati (long saffron

coloured costume of the Buddhists harging:

frem the shoulder) and their hems have been
he!d bv the left raised arm. The Pashupati

"Buddha (pl. no. fig.no. ) hasa finer Sangh-

ati on his body. The Avalokitesvaras and their-
devoiees represented in the bottom of the
Dhuaka Baha, Yampi Baha and Siga Baba
show their dhotis represented uniformlv, i.e.
they are incised with horizontal lines and tied

with waistbard at the base of the hips. Further-

there are foliated tails falling up to the ank'es.

between the legs and we see another tail emerge
from the waistband on their left sides and
terminate in foliated forms. In front with the:
folded palms are the female devotees sitting.

on their left sides. Then thereisa cloth running.

in three bands. In case of Siga Baba (pl. no.
X, fig. no. 1) it is shown in four bands. They
tie the bulging hips to makec them slender and-

-
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this bas straightened the flexious. These have
been held by left arms and from here the
stems of lotus flower proceed on the top:

The Nativity scene of Buddha (pl. no. 11,
fig. no. 3) shows Mayadevi putting on a simple
saree with wavy lines on the tight and ordinary
folds between the legs. '

The dhoti of Laxmi Padmabasta of Museum
{p!l. No. XI, fig. no.3) shows shrinks on the
thigh and the ‘muja’ from the waistband, falls
down to the ankles. The circle of the saree's
sbread\v below the ankle has been marked with
vertical lines which ‘indicate the fold which
generally emerges in case of fine sarees. The
same featuresin little crude form we see in
Yamuna figure of Pashupati (pl no. X1I, no. 1)
Here the anchal extends on the back in stress

band of Sridhar, Garuda and Laxuii, all have
double lines of Chain design with eight peta-
lled flower in the centre below navel. The
‘muja’ of their dhotis fall fr. m. this p ace:
only. :

As regards the Saivite images we have wa--
istbands in them as in the Vaisnavite images.

The ‘Siva Parivar’ of Patan shows Siva and-
Parvati, both wearing this orpament and in-
both- case it has a line of beads in the centre:
running horizontallys The Parvati’s waistband,.
because it has gone loose, has shruvk on the
‘'side of the right hip and there can be seen a-
pendant. In Parvati’s penance as Apaina (pl-
no. VIII, fig. no. 2) Paivati bas w:isttand of
six lines with knots at places and perhaps tieds
Eelow the navel asin other specimens.

form and has created a ripple in the bottom

because of the intervention of the left form
placed on the left thighs:

(ii) K«tibandha (Waistband)

The waistbandis often found in the scul-
ptures.” Generally it holds the lower garment
tied from the portion of the hips.

Trivikram Vishnu image has a thick waist
band incised with thin oblique lines and tied
at the back of the navel. Its end is seen below
the right arm p't in the shape of fap.

Trivikram Vishou image of Chapgu Nara-
yana (pl. no. I1I, fig. no: 1) has its Katibandha
of three lines executed witha big lotus in the
region of pelvic. The same type of waistband
is seen in case of man we see holding his legs
planted on the earth The most remarkable
in tbis relief of the waistband of Laxmi and
the wife of Bali. These consist of three bands,
eich executed with a small bead inits string:
The front shows a beautiful flower., In the
Sridh'ar(_ image (pl: no. IV, figno. 4) the waist-

As regards the Buddha images, in case of
_the representation of Lord Buddha, ihe waist~
band does not exist, at the place of this orna-
_ment there is a deep incised line anly.

The Yampi Baha (pl. no. X, fig. no. 3)
specimen of the deity has a very thick bandi
with a lotus carved in front.

Mayadevi’s waistband (p! no. 11, fig. no.
3) takes its origin from the waistband of’
Laxmi and Bali’s wife in the Chapgu Vishnu
~ Vikranta jmage. But at the place of the hocks:
in the front where it joins the two ends it is-
not so artistic as in the previous specimen.

The Laxmi Padmahasta of Museum (pl.
no. XT, fig. no.3) las a four stringed bead—
laced v aistband with a lotus fiower above the
pelvic. Here the petals and the blossoms both:
are shcwn emerge, not sunken.

Yamuna’s waistband is quite unique, Beca-
use it contains lotus as within the bead lined
borders and ornate flower with square execu-




dion at the place of its blossom on the lcwer
belly.

(iii) Udarbandha and scarf

We do not find Udarbandba in the Liche- -

shhavi sculptures except in Visnu images.

Vishnu Vikranta of Pashupati (pl. no. fig.
0. ?) has used a Udarbandha tassel and knot
.at the waist left wide in Vishnu Vikraota of
“Lajimpat  (pl: no. IIL, fig no. 1), Tiiganga (pl.
no. 14, fig. no. 2) the sash tied round the
waist-knots and its loop suspending over the
‘thighs. The scarf and Udarbandha of Jalasay-
ana Visnu (pl no. VI, fig.no. 1) falls across

" «the thighs in a loop:

(C) Asana

The Vaispavite sculptures of Lichchhavi
period are mostly represented in. a standing
fashion. Trivikram Vishou from Pashupati

(ph. no. III, fig. no.2) Lajimpat (pl: no: I1I, .

fig. nos 1) Vishnu Sridhar (pl. No. IV, fig:
no 3) Trivikram of Changu (pl: no. Il fig:
no. 3) all are 'n a standing fashion:

Even the secondary figures of these -reliefs
are shown in ¢pe standing orinan inclining
fashion. Only Garudais found seated during
this period and his seats on his knees and toes:

There is one Varah image at Hadigaon (pl: .

no. VL fig. no. 3) shown seated on Pamasana.
The Vishnu of Changu is astride the back of
‘Garudamount—Garudasana (pl. no. IV, fig.
no. 2).

As rtegards the Saivite images in case of
Umamahesvara relief from Nepal (26), Hadiga-
on (p'.no. VI, fig no.4) and from National Mus-
cum (pl. No. VI], fig. no. 1) we see him sitting
in Sukhasana in which the left leg rests on the
seat and the right one dangles below on the
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carved mountain pedestal. In case of Hadigaon
relief we have four figures in Padmasapna ip
meditation and one in Sukhasana (Ardhapary-
arikasana).

‘The Kumarsambhava relief of Kathesimbhy

- have no tradittonal asanas. They are peculiarly

seated in different fashions. In Parvati in pen-
ance as Aparna (pl. no. VI, fig. no. 2) Parvati
has been shown seated which resembles Iral.
ambha padasana posture. Her attendart is
facing her below a tree sitting on hauhches
with the bent knees near the feet of the
goddcss: In ‘Siva in the disguise of a young
Brahmachari !efore Parvati’, Parvati is citting
on haunches with legs apartand Yer lent
knees indicate that she had turned her face
away from the abusive language sbout Siva
spoken by the Brahmachari.

Mangla Gauri of Pashupati (pl. no, XII, ~

fig. no. 2) is shown seated on Ardhapanyan-
kasana. In this her left leg is bent as in Padm-
asana on the lotus seat and the dangling right
rests on a small lotus flower carved on the
base of the pedestal on the right flank.

(D) Ayudhas and Mudras

Ayudhas and mudrasare seen in the Hindu
and Buddhist sculpturesifrom the time of the
Lichchhavi with define limbs and iconogra-
phic features—came into existence. There are
sculptures with more thanfone arm and they
are lashed with different types of objects which
indicate some feeings of the deity which he
wants to express on his followers when he is

pleased. Thus we find fsometimes the hands

held in Varada or Abhayan, which means
giving something to the devotees—booon of
protection.

The ayudhas are of different types. Some of
the ayudhas indicate the great power of deity
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and the -ather show the great proficieacy of-
'lo,rd -in the art of learning, music and dancing
and some indicate his vicotorious qualities.
Sometimes there are ayudhas and objects in
the hands which indicate the great serenity the
god-is pb‘ssesSed of and some are indicative of
great horrors.

The Vishnu Vikranta image of Pashupati
{pl.no. III, fig. no. 2) has eight arms =nd
holds different ayudbas and objects like shield
<club, discuss, etc, which show his great power
-of his eternal kingship.

After eight century A, D. when Vishnu is
tepresented as Yogasana (pl. no. 1V, fig. no. 2)
-or Sridhar (pl. no. IV, fig, no. 3} or as Kewal
(as Boston) Vishou (27) he is shown with

. .couch, shell, shield and discus and lotus flower

in his hands. The club and discus stand for
his migh't, the couch shell for the idealism and
the lotus flower for the purity and this is what,
€.g., power idealism and purity a devotee wants
to seek from his gods.

In Varah image (pl. no.V, fig. no. 3) we
find the boar faced deity with two arms only.
Here he does not hold any special objects in
‘his hand but his very act of subduing the king .
of snake was a source of inspiration to his
‘benefactors. In the Chapgu Trivikram murti
(pl. no. M1, fig. no. 3) we find a sword also in
-one of the right hands of the god. This weapon
is found in one of the main right arms of Vis-
marupa form (p! no. IV, fig no. 4) also. This
attribute is indicative of great power only.

As regards the Saivite images in case of
the Siva—lingas we find four faces. The expr-
ession of ‘the faces might vary but in their
short hands each cases are shown a . water
vessel Kamandalu and a rosary (Pashupati,
Deopatan) Inthe Uma-Mahesvara relief the
deity is shown holding the varadmudra, trid-
ent. the garland of rosary and either the left

breast or the'waist or'below the breast of the
goddess. As regards goddess, who seats on the
lefc tlhigh of the deity with her face turned
towards the god keeps her left arm on the left
bent knee while the right hand possesses the
base of the left thigh of the god.

Of -the five Kumarsambhav panels of Kat-

hesimbhu ‘Siva in the disguise of a young’

Brahmachari before Parvati (28) shows Siva
holding a flower in his right hand. In the sculs
pture of Siva and Parvati in amour (pl. no.
VIL, fig. no. 4) Siva holds Abhayamudra in the
right ‘tand while the left one is empty. His
coasort here holds a cloth which has been
thrown and wavers on her face and back and
in her right hand she is holding a snake.

As regards the hand gestures of Buddhist
divinities during the Lichchhavi period they
are quite simple. The figures from Soyambhu
(pl. no. IX, fig. no. 1), Pashupati (pl.no. IX,
fig. no. 4) and one in the possession of Mr. K.
P. Bbandari in Putalisadak, all display varada
mudra in their right hands and hold the hem
of Sanghati in their left hands near the left arm

pit.

The Dhuaka Baha (pl. no. X, fig. no.2)
Bodhisattva holds the varadmudra in his right
palm and his Katistha left hand car ies a lotus
flower by its stem. '

The Garud: from Hadigaon (pl no. VI, fig.
no. 3) and Changu Narayapa (pl. no. VI, fig.
no. 2) are seated either on the capital of a
pillar or on the ground with folded palms in
the hand. This mudra always stands for dedi-

catiop and devotion.

The Brahma of Pashupati (pl. no.V, fig.

no. 1) has three faces and only two of his arms

are carved in the sculpture. In these arms he
holds the Yaksamala apnd Kamandalu; both




are indicative of his qualities ‘of meditation
and asterties.

The Manglagauri scene of Pashupati (pl.
no. XI1, fig no.2)is slightly defaced but the
attributes of her right hands are not s0 diffi-
cult to recognise. These ar- varads the bell, the
sword, the discuss, the blue lotus flower, the
shield, the manuscript and the lotus flower in
the hand held by stem resung on the left
thigh. These attributes indicate that she mot
only possessed great power but had serenity
and learning also,

(E) Facial Expression

The Lichchbavi art starts in the fifth cent-
ury A. D, with Mandeva. The history before
this is hidden in the well of darkmess. By the
fifth century the School of Mathura and
Sarnath had started reaching here and influenc-
ing images which were highly conducive to
Dbyana yoga essential items for the spiritual
marnifestation. As the Licl}cbhavi sculptures
derived their inspiration frcm the Gupta art
of Northern India here also we find the reliefs
imbued with the spirit of dhyana yoga. The
heaviness of the faces had dwindled from the

third century A. D. itself and in the fourth
century they possess a natural serenity. Beca-
use of the high ? under the poetic development
of Sanskrit literature these weré brought in
the realm of art. The artists bave tried to give
a sober countenance to the faces as enjoincd
in the Classical Sanskrit works. Nose, mouth,
eyes, cheeks etc. were drawn from actual
objects and the rative was portrayed in the
icons. Therefore we see in this period the nose
Jikely parrot’s be ik, the eye lashes curved like a
highly drawn bow, the eyes like the restless
fishes, the lLips red like the bimbafal. Itisin
the light of these facts that we have to analyse

the facial expression available in the case of
the female figures. As regards the male one
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they are imbued with different expression.
Sometimes they are serene, sometimes robust
and sometimes the faces look quite pensive
and meditative. ' :

The Brahma sculpture of sixth century (pl.no.
V, fig. no. 2) although executed with open eye
and slightly flesby lips but its cheek of differ-
ent faces been so ar.istically slopes toward the
chin that it had led a meditative import in the
face. The same fact is attested 'bv eye-lashes
also. The face of the Sivain the relief of the
pilgrims in tke mountain as Stella called it
(28), (Banerjee identified with the worship by
the divine couple after the birth of Skanda)
(29) is exceptionally devotional. The Uma—
Mahesvara images of this pericd always show

Siva in meditation with drooping eye-lids. In

case of other deities of this relief we find them
either of merry-making and piay.

We have a few Buddba or Bodbisattva
figures of this period and these are very sens-
ively portrayed. The 7th century Padmapani
of Dhuaka Baba (pl. no. X, fig no.ro 2) has

highly meditative eyes and the face on the whie
is so built that it reflects the trips of Dhyana
y. ga in all its totality, The Siga Baha Bodhbi-
sattva (pl. no. X, fig. no. 1) .executed about a
century later has the same cheerfulness and
spirituality but the degrees are less. The
Yampi Baha Bodhisattvas (pl. no. X. fig. no-
3) stands in between the sbove mentioned
Bodhisattvas. It has been fo trayed with great
skill and its face reflects a sober serenity
environment.

Utmost care was taken in the facial expre-
ssion of female sculptures not because in the
classical phase a bzautiful figure of a deity
should be must there but because a l2dy is it-
self an embodiment of beauty ard foster of
romance in the world. The classical works pre-
scrile that a woman's fece should be like the
moons or the waist should be slender like lions:

]
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‘and lips bedvy anid legs should very artistically
should be fight and rhythmetic If wé see the
faces of $culptures in case of females they are
feally like the face - of moon with simplitades
of patufe imbibed in them. The Parvati idol
of Pashupati carved out in the body of a Siva
linga (p). no X1,-fig no. 2) is a quite sensitive
and filled with a highten religions for bearefs.
Sensitively droped eye-lids apd drawn eye-br-
ows iand cheerful smile ifidicate that she is
absoibhed in st e great quéstion and the ans-
wer is in her hand. The plastic carving of
checks and mose a bunof hair on the head
further add to the grace of female sculptures.
Taking the plastic dictions into consideratior
1 can boldiy say that the theéme of the ‘Parv-
ati’s penancé as Aparna’ (pl. mo. VI, fig. no.

2) was executed immediately after the above.

mentioned Parvati’s head on Siva-linga. Alth-
ough here the face is completely mutiliated
but the right—hand held in Vitarka wudra
speaks of an arguing face with great determi-
nation in the mind. '

The daughters of Mara in the relief of
Mara's Temptation (pl. no. XI, fig. no. 1) are
highly equipped after the failure in the task
of alluring the exalted saints Hence they look

verv thowghtful.

The Yamuna (pl. no. XII, fig. no. 1) and
Mangla Geauri (pl. no. XII, fig. no. 2y images
of Pashupati show a décline in the plasticity.
These are marked with heaviness which over-
whelmed the realm of sculptures in the whole

" of Indo-Pak subcontinent.

Now fhe eyes have opened slightly, tbe
cheek have trrnel fleshy and the chin does
ook supple and artistic and there is a marked
ridge betwean the cheeks and base of noses
from the side, Still their facial exjression is
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not of a completely different tradition as we-

find in the stereotyped medieval relicfs.

(F) Modelling

The nature or the best aspects of different.
animates and inapnimates these wele Copied_
down in the bumanlimbs during this period.
by the priest artists. When we see the sculpture.

of Lichchbhavi pericd we are reminded of

thoughtfulness, grace and idealismo, including.

the amoursity of life which have ‘been copied
down with gieat elun in the artvof the Liche-

Vhavi period in Nepal. As I referred above the:

faces of the Lichchhavi period in the reliefs

are quite sensitively executed which gave the-

ghimpses of the living human face. The arms
from the shoulder fall so artistically that they

always rendered a charm in the relicf The-
flexions are so developed in case of the stand-

ing figures that they pioduce a linear thythm
on the sides. Their hand’s gestures, their
crowns, the nimbus, the ornaments, the trans-

parent garments, the seats, the ayudbas are all.

beautifully .executed by the artist The medium

sized and slender carvings cf the males and.

femalesi shown in perpetnal youth are indica-
tive of a developed plactic tradition.

~ Wheniwe see the Lichchhuvi sculpture we-
find that they have been mostly executed in

basalt. The images were chiselled, smoothened

and burnished perhaps with ‘a coat of iron:

dust and so on. The l}imbs of the deities are so

beautifully executed that not eveh in a single-
specimen  we find a chiselled mark. This has.

brought forth a Lichcbhavi sculpture to a

type of classical modelling. The limbs have-

been so artistically dfawn that the sculptures

- give the semblances of the hving humans.

In the Kathesimbhu reliefs we find very
supple carving of the limbs. They are.so beau-

tifully modelled that no real artisticity is

ramoant from anywherc. The medelling of the-




*hairs thrown on the back in the curly fashion
and the execution of the mountains both are
-quite charming

The Varah scnlpture (pl. no,V, fig. no. 3)
-is modelled divinitive but the artist has filled
unprecedent warmth and elan in his sturdy
limbs. The execution of boar face and the
'retrogate_Vasuki holding the left leg of the
-deity are lively modelled.

The Padmapani and Laxmi Padmahasta
figures of this period now standing in Ghata-
-vihar (pl. no.X, fig. no. 2) and in the National
Museum (pl. no. X, fig. no. 3) both possessed
.a sensitive modellion with their contszmplative
faces and flexions. The crown and braide of
Laxmi both are nicely modelled; the necklace
and the lotus tlower held inthe hand are not
Jess - chanting and sensitive. A sensuous flexion
.of her waist could even be visualised even in the
stone. The sunken navel and bulging hip-bone
and bana-shape thighs are (00 quite sensitively
modelled. In the whole this Laxmi carving of
Vishnu relief wrongly described as Tara by
-the scholars of the past is an exaited piece of
modelling tradition which the Lichchhavi pra-
-ctised in the past.

We have afew Garuda sculptures which
.are characterised with profound heaviness and
its rough body is indicatiee of his coat of arm-
our which presvbpose to wear. '

The modellings of the garments is always
in the transparent; hence the limbs above the
hips in case of male and female look bare. But
this is not a fact. For this visibility we should
.appreciate and thank Lichchhavi artists for the
tradition of Lichchhavi societies in which such
a developed feauure in the life and art had
-eqisted.”

(G) Stele
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The sculptares of the Lichchhavi period
have been executed either in the standing or
seated fashion without any stele orstele with
them. Because these sculptures “are carved
within the stele they show the perforations in
some cases. But most of them have no such
perforations. The steles are made in the ellip-
tical shapes containing arches on their tops,
terminated with pointed executions on the
apexss In the centre of 1he stele the cult deity
is executed as engaged in some action or medit-
ation and he may be surrounded with a host of
other male and female deities 1n different
fertures and posses. The pceriphery of the
stele are either carved with flames or the fjo-
ral desigrs and in case of a few pieces there
are inscriptions also on the pedestals, provide
some details about the idols and dapcers of
panel.

The Vishnu Vikranta of Pashupati iwage
(pl. no. Il fig. no. 2) iscarved withn the
stele and as siated above a short iuscriptions
in its base. Its periphery must have shown
s:me designs but nothingis now cxtant. lhe
Trivikram image of Changu Narayana (pl. no.
LI, fig. no. 3) shows perforation 1o the centre
around the limbs of the main deity and the
bottom is executed with a frieze of schematic
flower within rectangular horizons. The leaves
of the flowers are carved on four angles and
the blossom 1n the centre is surrounded with
small dots along the periphery. The laleral
flames of the stele are plain and filled up with
other images of the mytholopy. The arch on
the top is constricted. There are sun and moon
represented by round symbols and their rays
and beams are esxecuted by simple incision.
Then there are horn like carved lives carved

in topsyturvy which stands for cloud in the
sky. The top shows the garland holding Uidy-
adharas flying amidst the clouds in emanciated
elans. The Visvarupa image of the site (pl. no.
1V, fig. no. 4) again shows perforations. Its

«
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flength is more than its breadth unlike other
-steles of the place. Because of the large num-
ber of carved ﬁglneé in this relief we find no
other <rnamentation in this srecimen. The
~Garudasana Vishnu’s stele (pl. no, 1V, tig. no.
2) is peculiar. Here the whole background of
“the stone is executed with the stretched feather
-of Garuda.

The stones of the Uma—Mahesvar murtjs
-are alike, e. g., each of them shows the carvi-
ngs of mountains. But perforation do not exist
in them.

The steles of the Buddha figures of Soya-
mbhu (pl. no. !X, fig. no. 1, pl. no. 11, fige no. -
2) and Pashupati (pl. nor IX, fig. no. 4) show
plain backgrounds and floral desigas in the
periphery. In each case there are huge ellipti-
cal steles:

The steles of Bodhisattvas are simple: The
-stele of Yampi Baha (pl. no. X, fig. no. 3), is.
perforated 'and carved with beautiful floral
~designs. In the extreme periphery there is again
a band of the tlataes as we see in most of the

early medieval sculprures of the valley.

We have plenty of sculptures without the
~stele in the background as in Dhumbarah (pl.
no. vV, fig. no. 3), Laxmi (pl no.XI, fig. no:.
3), Brahma (pl. no: V, fig. nos. 1, 2), Garuda
(p1. no. VI, fig. no: 2, 3) imiages etc.

(H) Aureole or Nimbus

Aureole or nimbusis called the Prabha—
Mandala or Sirascakra. Au aureole is given
only to the cult deities or to some greaf relig=
ious teachers or reformsrs when portrayed in
the sculptures either in the metal or stone or
~wood are painted in the Kalash. Aureole is a
=sign of physical or intellectutal or philosophi-

calexcellence. This being.the case we find the
aureole in a Iarge number of sculptures of the

delty executed by the LlChchhaVl artists durmg

‘the fifth and tenth century A, D.

The aureole of the Trivikram image of
Chbangu Narayana (pl. No. III, fig. no. 3)is
round and in its periphery it has strips of small
dots and rising’ﬂames The Vishnu visuarupa
(pl. no. IV, fig. no 4) possesses no Prabhama-
ndala at all and the Seshsayi form in the
bottom shows a canopy of seven-snakehoods.
The Sridhar image (pl. no. IV, fig- no. 8) con-
tains the aureole not only in case of the deity
but bebind the head of flanking Laxmi and
Garuda. Here also we see the same designs as
in. the image. But they are not so artistic. The
most striking aureole is of Dhumbarah (pl. no.
V, fig. no. 3). It is massive. Itis like a heavy
rubber ring with a specious halo in the -cen-
tre and carved with straight lines at intervals.

Lo the realm of Saivite sculptures we find

"the aureoles in case of the Uma-Mahesvarali-

ngan murti of Lagan only (30). Here the
aureole iselliptical and shows perforation in
the centre. Its periphery is carved with the
balls and flames.

As Buidha was a great min, a great teac-
her and a great reformer having immense
knowiedge and a developed mind, he was given
the place of a very prominent deity in Budd-
hism. Woen he is represented in icons he is
always shown with aureole.

The Soyambhu Buddhas (pl. mo. XI, fig.
no. 1, pl. no. I, fig. no. 2) have elliptical aurs -
eole which shows the flames in oue case and
the fioral designs in other. The Pashupatj
Buddha (pl. no. IX, fig. no.4) contains the
latter type.




Among tbree Bedhisattvas cnly the Yampi
Baha Bodhisattva (pl. no. X, fig. no. 3) has an

dureole showing a strip of balls and flames

~

miniature balls,

The aureole of Laxmi Padmahata of Mus--

eum (pl. no. X[, fig. no.) is almost circular

. in the borderand an elevated liae instead of by the flames here are executed artistically.
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Prmcnpies of the Conservatmn of Anment

Monuments with Special Reference
To Nepai

INTRODUCTION

The present is but a lirk between.the past
and the future, and all human achievements

are a sum total of what has happened in the .

past. The past, therefore, exerts ifsell forcefu-
lly and etfectively upon what is to follow and
it does so overtly as wel as covertly and
sometimes imperceptibly. Fven when no cons-
cious effort is made to record the past meticu-
lous‘ly, it makes itself felt through some kind

of ideological tiansmission, for it is said that-

ideas have wings. At the same time it is one
of our irresistible instincts to preserve oursel-
ves -and transmit our achievements and our
heritage and legacy to posterity. Sometimes it
is done consciously, lhoughv most  often it
happens in spite of ourselves. But the Tavages
of time and nature and the susceptibi'ity of
the human mind to oblivion and innate letha-
rgy oftenstand inthe way. Itis these that

have to be consciously combatted. One of the
earliest cumbattors of 1he'order_fo_r the conse-
rvations of human heritage was king Nabopi-
dus, the ‘Chaldean king o1°Babylon, who r1uled
bestween-550 ard 539 ‘B. C.:He opened up the

%1{; N. R, %anerjee

Temp!e of Shamash at Sippar in Iraq, and, to-

his pleasant surprise, was able to discover by

excavatjon the original inscription ot Naramsia:

(circa 2291—2215B C.); son of Sargon I of
ancient Sumer, who had first built the temple.

He carried outsome extensive repairs to the:

temple and recorded the fact in an inscription

that he got engraved on its wail. History is.
replete with instances of such public underta--

kings of constructions and repairs.

Nearer home, in India, it was Firoz Shah:

Tughulg (1350-1387 A D.), who. is known as.

the first great conservator of monuments. He

has left ample des:riptions of the works of

repairs carried out by lim on various ancient

monuments in Delhi and around in the Tuzuki

Firez Shahi and including the gift. of a new
lease of life and a face-lift at once. As an
effective ‘and common mears of preservation

of most structures he introduced the use of’

brick-in-line concrete to serve as an apron

around ‘the structures or for the paving of their
floors. His rare feat of brisging in two inscribed:

pillars of Asoka from Meerut and Topra (near

Ambala), re<pectively, forms another act of
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-conservation, though, judged by our present
standards, such an activity would look quaint
.and unorthodox, although deserving of quali-

fied praise.

‘In Nepal the tradition of archaeological
<conservation goes back to the days of Asoka.
"The inscribed pillar at Lumbini records and
preserves one of the most important -events in
‘the history of Nepal, helpingin the identific-
ation of the hallowed spot of Buddha’s birth,
Likewise, the inscribed pillar at Nigalihawa
(District - Tau'ihawa) records the fact of his
having enlarged the stupa of the previous
Buddha Kanakamuni to twice its size in the
fifteenth year of his coronation and of his
himself having inspected the works and wors-
hipped at the stupa so conserved in the twenty
first year of Lis coronation.

Later history is picked with such instances.
‘The work of renovation and repairs of temples
or objects of worship naturally claimed most
attention as these were held traditionally as
acts of piety that had power to advance the
donor or executor on the pith of religious
merit. Thought it would be tortuous as well as
upnvessary to multiply instances, it may -per-
haps De proper to briefly indicate the principal
stages of the periodical repairs and renovations
-carried ‘out to the Pasupati temple at Kathma-
ndu, being the most bimportant monument in
Nepal. Though in existence from times imme-
morial as tradition would have us believe, the
-earliest inscriptional reflerence to the predom-
inant position of Lord Pauspati goes back to
the time of Amsuvarman, latein the sixth
century A. D. It is known to have been defiled
and damaged by Sahmsuddin Illyas in A. D,
1349, but it was found intact again at the time
of Jyotirmalla about the beginning of the
fifteenth century, indicating that the temple
was thoroughly renovated between A. D. 1412,
a fact which is directly confirmed by the evid-
eice of Gopalaraja Vamsavali which described

Ancient Nepal
the reinstallation of the newly made image
and reconstruction of the temple in 1371 B. C.
An inscription of Java Prakasha Malla of the
year 549 N.S. (A. D. 1428) mentions some
repairs that were carried out by him in the

intervening period i. e. between A. D. 1412
and 1428. ’

A manuscript entitled Gubyasiddhi, dated
Nepal Samvat 775, indicates that the temple
had been completely renovated in A D. 1634,
The woodwork of the temple is known- to have
been completely eaten away by termites over
the intervening years, requiring a third rccon-

struction in A D. 1696 during the reign of
Bhupalendra Malla. :

The subsequent history of the repairs to
the temple is somewhat obscure, though inscre
iptions again come to our rescue to proclaim
that ornamental silver foil or gold plated brass
over the woodworks of the temnple date fiom
the times of king Rana Bahadur Shah and his
son King Girvan Yuddha Bikram Srahy early
in the nineteenth century, and some as the
gift of the then Prime M:nister Gen. Bhimsen
Thapa. Large-scale renovation of the t>mple
was carried out within living memory by the
late Prime Minister, Chandra Samsher Rana,
in the beginning of the twentieth century. If
in spite of such a’ volume of information on
the most important religious-cum-historical
monument of Nepal, it is not easy to trace
the pristine form of the temple or the precise
nature of the additions, alterations, or renov-
ations that were carried out to it from time to
time. The position is rather academically
unsatisfying as it fills us with a sense of void
historically, and presents to us many a lacuna
that we are hard put to fill.

The story in respect of the other important
monuments in Nepal is not very much dissim-
ilar One of the important relics and landma-
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tks of Kathmandu is the old bridge across the
-Bagmati, first bu:lt by General Bhimasen
Thapa, and later repaired by Prime Minister
‘Chandra Samsher Rana, as recorded in inscipt-
ions installed on either side of the approach
from the Kathinandu end. The most recent
solution of the problem presented'to (it by the
growing numbers of its users by the construc-
tion ¢f a substitute which has been recently
thrown open to the public. But the fate of the
other, which has seryed generations of men
failhfully for over a century, may pot be sea-
leq, by its retention. as a relic as well asa
atilitarian foot-bridge for passers by.

One of the greatest disasters that overtook
‘the ancient momnuments, as wellas modern
structures for that matter, in Nepal was the
great e:rthquake of A. D. 1934 (1990 V. S.)
The extensive repairs that were carried out
. thereafter to several monuments in Nepal,
particu]érly in and around the Kathmandu
valley, have laudably served to preserve the
ancient heritage of Nepal, but often without
‘the escential traces of their ancestral form,
leaving to posterity some relics of which the
original forms were apparently rather different
from what they presently serve to convey.

The Dharara which is a prominent land-
. 'mark of Kathmandu of the olden days 1sa
monument of and to Gen. Bhimasena ¥hapa,
with romantic associations with Jung DBabadur
Rana, has had te be repaired after the earth-
-quake with suitable modifications that resulted
perhaps in the reduction of its height. And the
fact isstill remembered by most middle-aged
.men of Kathmandu.

One may feel nostalgically for the more
.than a hundred year old platform or landmark -
in the Tundikhel called the Khariko-bot-Ko
-Chautaro, which has witnessed many an imp-
-ortant event of history of the olden days, and
. -which now Jives only in memory.

Repetition of instances of repairs-and ren-
ovation to monuments need mot detain us any
longer, and we are led directly to consider the
princip'es and purpose of conservation which
the world, by trial and error and through
many vicissitudes of fortune, has come gener-
ally to adopt and cherish,

The basic principlis of conservation are
the same evcryw»here though the actual meth-
ods employed for conservation or the machi-
nery entrusted with the work may vary from

country to country. The types of monpuments-

or the materials uscd in their construction or
the general state of their preservation, depen-

ding upon the factors of actual length of life’

and climate, besides the innate durability of
the relics themselves, also vary, and each situ-
ation requires a suitably specific treatment.

The purpose of the conservation of ancient
and historical monuments is to preserve intact
the natiopal heritage of architecture and art
and bequeath itin turn to posterity as far as
possible and practicable, in its pristine form.
In fairness to the forbears, it is also necessary
to keep a detailed record of any changes that
may be introduced in an ancient structure
from time to time in the interestof its
preservation. '

2. The Procedure and Machinery
of Conservation in Nepal

The procedure of conservation is to. retain
unmodified ancient architectural relics, with
the help of technical knowledge of the archi-
tectural {orms of the ancient days. An  instit-
ution called Chhen-Bhadel, dating apparently
from the times of the Mallas, had been carrying
out repairs to ancient and public edifices in
Nepal as its specific duty. It was part and
parcel of the Durbar from times immemorial.
But extent trans{érred to an organization called
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" the Valley -Constructivn Committee (Upatvaka
Nirman Sa-miti) which came into existence in
V. S8.2019 (A. D, 1956-57) From this time on
the works of the Samiti were alternately done
‘by it or the Public Works Department, which

continued virtually to be in charge of all 1ep- .

airs to ancent structures till- almost 19€6,
when the Department of Archaeology, that
had come into -existence in 2009 V. S. (A. D,
1952-53), took upthe first major repairs to
any ancient monument, namely, Kathmard-
apa jointly with and under the entire financial
support of the Guthi Samsthan until- the pass-
ing of the Ancient Monuments "Preser\'atipn

Act (Prachin Smarak Samiakshan Ain of

2013) of A.D. 1956-57, and even after the

coming into being of the Department of Arc-
haeology, repairs to ancient monuments Were
carried out sporadically by other agencies
under the ordeis of the Government but not
necessanly on the established principles of
archaeological conservation. The moditication
of the temple by valicy construction commit-
tee (Upatyaka Nirman Samiti) at the centre of
the Rani Pokhari at Kathmandu, origipally
attribut-d to Pratapa Malla towards the begin-
ning of the seventeenth century, is a case in
point. Though this task of preservirg the
ancient heritage of the Department of Archa-
eology ever since its inception, it was conside=
rably handicapped for wantof an adequate
executive stafl as well as finances in the init-
ial stages. These difficulties have nrow been
overcome to an extent and the situation has
improved considerably ever since the consitu-
tion of the Guthi-Jirnoddhar Tatha-Nirman
Samiti in 1967, and its joining hands with the

Department of Archaeology for the execution
of the works entrusted to it. This organization
~functions under the chairmanship of the Dire-
ctor, Department of Archaeolcgy ard is admi-
mistered by a Secretary. The Commirttee
consists of five members, of .whom two are
non-offigials .It .decides upon the:work that

Ancient Nepal

has;to be taken.up, .and accordingly works are
staken up from time to time. The preparation

of estimates-carded oyt by an Engineer in the:

employ of the Department of Archaeology,

-and.the actual execution of the works is left. -

to be carried out by project officers. The

.works are supervised by.the Engineer of the

Department whose services have been transfe-
rred to the Samiti, provisionally. ard a few
overseers on the engineering ¢ide -and by the:
Secretary to the Committee «n the overalk -
policy and administrative sides. The lines_on '
which the repairs z1e to be carried cut are
usually outlined by the Dircctor who also per-
iodically inspects the works in progress.

On the technical side the Samiti is  also-
served by a specialist on Art and Architecture,
and a Photographer of its own. The Depart-
ment of Archaeology periodically lends its.
Draitsmen to the Samitiin emergencies. Thus
the set-up of the machinery for the conserva-
tion of monuments devised jointly by the
Department ol Archaeology anc Guthi.
Jirnoddhar—tatha— Nirman Samiti is ideally
suited to the present conditions in Nepal where:
the Guthi Samsthan exercises a large measure
of control over all the religious establishments.
in Nepal, both organisationally ard adminis-
trativelv, and repairs are considered as part

the

of its normal du'ies Increasinglv intensified
adpotion of the archaeolcgical principles of
conservation, detailed.in the following lines,.
which has been thé aim of preservational rera-
irs that have been carried out =already and
have also been emphasised in its objectives
in the currently initial stages will have firmiy-
laid the foundations of proper concervation-
of ancient monuments in the country,

3. General Principles of Conservalion

of Ancieni Monuments

As a matter of principle, it is absolufely
essentiaol that before the repairs to any avcient:
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monument is undertaken, a comp'ete descrip-
tive record of the existing condition of the
monument and the measures of repairs prop-
osed is prepared, and approved of by the
proper authority. This is to ensure that the
architectural character of the _monument is
retiined intact. For this purpose, photogra-
p.hic records of the monuments in addition
are also desirable. It may often be mnecessary
1o prepare scale drawings of the affected parts
of any. structure in the form of plans, elevati-
ons and section, either in full or in part. These
measured drawings alone would enable the

.executors to carry out the repairs properly -

and correctlv and compare, in the course of
of checking and in- the event of any necessity,
the condition of the mopuments before repairs
with the condition after repairs. Sometimes
photographs may be generally helpful. These
records may help the higher authorities or
even responsible members of the public who
mav find fault with the works of repairs to
keep a check on the works and ensure the
correctness and propriety of the repairs, if
necessary by ordering rectification of mistakes,
if any:

Arart from 1hese aspects of the matter,
" the posterity would notbe in a position to
judge how far the pristine aspects and forms
of the ancient structures have been- retained
and in what parts modifications. or departures
have been intri-duced, in the absence of records
10 this effect. Such information is also useful
to the researcher.

4. Preliminaries

(A) Records of the condition of monuments
and conservation notes

Ina land where provcrbially there are mo-
re temples than houses, not to speak of varjous
other catego:ies of monuments, the problem

. /

of merely making a list of such moruments is-
enormous. The work of preparing records. in-

drawing or.in pliotographsis equally largein .
volume.'Examin_ing the condition of the monu~
ments and preparing detailed notes on- their-
condition ‘and the repairs required by them is-

also a time-consuming affair.

‘But a beginning . must be made, sooner

rather than later, to prepare such records,.
starting from the well-known monuments,

and gradually extending to monuments of"

lesser importance..

It can easily be imagined that many mon-

uments are aften in such an advanced stage of*
decay that one cannot wait for such records.

to be completed,

(B) Optimum list and Classification of Mon-
* uments

No country on earlh can perhaps find:

enough funds to deal effectively with all her:

ancient menuments. It becomes necessary,

therefore, to classify the monumen:s according.

to their importance, evaluated on il.e basis of
style, historical association aud’ architectural
or other distincitive features.

At the same time an optimum list of moge-
uments that the authorities may decide to keep
in repair, in con51derat10n of the limited nat-
ure of the pecuniary resources, which naturally
restrict the strength of the concerned executive

" Establishment as well as the scope of work,.

must also be worked out,

(C) Phased Repairs

The works of repairs too have to be phased:
over areriod of time inan order of prlorlty'
and are to be taken up accordmg to the wor-

but must rush first a'd to-
~ them and save them from total ruin.




king capacity of the competent staff available
for the supervision on of the works In work ng

this out the capac'ty of the supervisory staff must
be taken into consideration so that they may

be able to establish effective control over the.
:supervision and execution of the works planned
and taken in hand. '

6. Stecial Features of Nepalese, Mon-
uments And Some Suggestions

~ (A) The Durbar Squares

(i) General: The Durbar squares of Kath-
mandu, Lalitpur and Bhaktpur are almost
upique in their lay—out, grouping and spacing
and are living symbols of the past telescoping
dtself into the present through the expanse of
the centuries. They are also very pleasing and
attractive as well as fairly ancient to deserve
admiration and complete protection: In any
scheme of repairs to these groups of monum-
-ents it must b2 ensured that their pristine
.character must be retained unaffected. Unfo-
rtunately thev continue to this day to be the
-centre-spots of the respective cities, serving as
a busy market place of street vendors. Regul-
arly established shops are also on the premises
at Kathmandu and Patan. Of these the squarée
-or associated area at Kathmandu is the largest
and also the oldest.

(ii Restriction of Vehicular traffic in the
Durbar Squares: Generally, the areas must be
closed o vehicular tra'fic assuch trafficis
difficult to control, in view of the congested
nature of the area; and the passage of vehicles
through the area makes it incongruous to take
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is also ancient; and - if not saved in time will
be worn out by the flow of heavy traffic.

(iii) New structures in the area notto be
permitted: Secondly no new structures should
be allowed to be built in the area, nor the
facade of any old house in the area allowed to
be modernized, as such a pheaomenon will
present a contrast that is bound to be glaringly
anachronistic, apart from totally spoilirg the
eénvironment: :

(iv) No Misuse of the Premises: The mogu-
ments individually including old Palaces as
well as the entire area should be kept free
from use as business, squatting by vagtants,
wanderers or pilgrims or visitors from distant
villages. The walls of the structures chould
also not be used to paste advertisements or
stick bills of any kind. Suitable punitive mea- -
sures should also be taken against offendefs.

(v) Fence around the monuments: Some
kind of wooden fences may also Le erected
around the areas suitably to prevent inte!lo-
pers from encroching upon the monument and
the areas

(vi) Pulling down non-historical structures:
Some unimportapt structures of no histerical
or architectural importance or merit may also
be pulled down to improve the view of the
squares and the structures around and within
them.

(B) Dismantling and Removal of old struct-
ures to require prior Approval of the
Department - '

photographs of the ancient monuments with

anachronistically modern transport of all desc-
ription amidst them." The danger to the safety
of the structures, through chances of acciden-
tal hitting of the monuments, cannot be over
emphasized: The brick pavement of the area

It is often seen that for the improvement
to an area some old structures are required to
be pulled down. In that precess it may ofun
result in the destruction of some essential .
parts of the older environments which form a
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.comprehensive complex. = As a case.in, -point,

the example of the entrance gateway to the
Bodhnatha Stupa on the way to Gokarna can
be cited with:a nostalgic feeling:of pain. Before
any authority decides to pull down any old
structure, even if not apparently of any antiq-
uariap interest, it would be proper if the prior
approval of the Department of- Archaeology
iS obtained. , :

{C) Mural Paintings

(i) General Description: Some monuments
are enijched with mural paintings depicting
historical, mythological and religious scenes.
From the most supsrficial examination 1t.can
be stated that they are mostly tempera paint-
tings. [n many instances the murals are likely
to be obscured by films of dust, soot, oil and
vermilion, etc. QOften again the carrier surface

is a mud plaster on the inner walls of temples .

-or monasteries, etc. The life of the painting
-depends of course on the condition of the
painted surface itself but its life may depend on
the security of the plaster itself. Being of
tempera technique the paintings as well as the
-carrier bases m1iv bs affected by moisture or
leakage of rainfall through the roof tricking
-down over the walls.

(ii) Preservation of Paintings:. The preser-
vation of such drlicate surfaces requires the
greatest care and technical knowledge and
skill. One of the primary requirements in the
‘treatment of paintings is to ascertain the natu-
1e of chemicals employed originally. This

would require analysis of the pigments in the -

Jaboratory and the chemicals to be employed
for removing the soot and other foreign bodies
-obscuring the painted film and strengthening
and fixing the painted surfaces have to be

determined on the basis of tte results of the
-experiments and analysesin a well-equipped
daboratory. In consequence the actual process
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of ~cleaning the covered. surfaces must of nece
essity be very cautious and slow.

(i) Delicate Problems: There are such thi-
ngs as'tl_]e nature of the adhesion of the pain-
ted film to the plastered surface to be consid-
erd in the matter of evolving the actual”
proce's of the work. Gaps, air pockets, blisters
in painted film or detachments have to be
determined accurately, with delicate instrume=
nts before the strategy of any chemical
treatment is planned.

(iii) Prior Need of an Inventory of Murals
in Nepal: As a prerequiste to the solution of
the problem of musalsin Nepal, a complete
inventory of the paintings may be made before
a report on their ccndition and the remedies
can be prepared, not to spsak of the actual

‘undertaking of such works Some of the mon-
asteries, wherever they occur, are ‘excellent
repositories of excellent specimens of paintings
which are op their way to speedy disappear-
ance or deterioration. Very often information
about the existence of such works of art of
inestimable academic as well as artistic interest
and value trickles down hesitantly from dive-
rse sources. Such information should not
merely be compiled, but followed ‘up by actual
examipation on the spot as to contents condi-
tion. Photographic records must also be prep-
ared at the same time.

(D) Woodworks

The woodworks of Nepal occupy a distin-
ctive place in her architectural scheme, While
they are expressive of a highwater-mark of
techoiral as well as artistic excellence, they
sufter from quick disintegration. In view of
the perirhable nature of the wooden medium a
‘question arises if damaged parts of wood work,
particularly separately attached parts like hands
of carved figures; shou'd be replaced by newly
carved pieces. A similar question also arises




a§"to the wholesale r:placement cf carved
Lrackets or tunzls in the event of such pieces
havinglost their features or being worn out.

 Though strictly on principle, such replace-
ments, being new works, must be discouraged
apd eschewed, in the inte. est of legical fulln-
“ess of the structures as well'as artistic beauty.
Such replacements mway be permitted in all
suitable ca:es, Such renovation has been per-
m-issivve]y done on the western side of the
Bhimsena temple, at the northern end of the
Durbar Square in Lalitpur.

(E) Vessels nailed to temples

The temples of Nepal have often assemb-

lages of large numbers of assortménis of

metallic vessel: nailed to the upper walls on-

"the exterior. They are of course-a relic of a
traditional custom, but as this practice does
not augment the beauty of the temples, but on
the contrary detraets from it, it would be pro-
per to discourage, and if possible even prohi-
bit, the practice. The already existing vessels
may well be taken off, and made over to the
Nepal {National) Museum for exhibition and
storage of traditional vessels of
past. The duplicafe specimens could serve as
exchange potential for obtaining svitable
museum objects from other parts of the world
in exchange.

6. Principal Conservation Works

Carried out in Nepal 1n Recent Years.
(A) The Difliculties

Notwithstandirg the hampering and linger-
ing difficulties impendirg the processes ¢t the
conservation of ancient monumentsin Mepal,
it must be recorded that considerable progress
has bern made in the preseivation of the

the recent
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cultural wealth of Nepal in recent years. Owing
often to the advanced stage of decayin some
cases, requiring urgent treatment, and other
reasons it has n« t been possible always to fol.
low the principle of making complete recoids
of the monuments to show the condition be-
fore repairs. Itis to be hoped, however, the
persisting difficulties will be overccme befcre
long. '

Owing again to the peculiar. nature of the
monuments in Nep:l, a major component of
which has a basically wooden framework,
which by its very nature is extremely difficult
to preserve for long, tctal 1encvation las to
be attempted more often than would be justified
elsewhere. ' '

Some chemical work for the cleamirg and
pres-rvation of mur:]l paintings has incecd
been -attempted himitedly, but the volume «f
work in the field of chemical pieservaticn
lying ahead is stupeadous which only a much
larger technical estab'i-hment with adequate
training and experiescc.and substantial figan-
cial backing alone can accr unt for '

(B) Resume of Important Woiks Achieved
So far

The stage is now set for the con-ideration
of the principal works of 1epairs carricd cut
during the last two years in Nepal.

(i) Structura]l Repairs

(a) Kasthamandapa:— The important tem-
ple enshrining Gorakbanatha with 4 recerd of
reconstruction was one of the firct mcnuments
to receive extensive repairs in 1976. The prin-
cipali items of work carried out comprise the
demolition of the accretionary modern siruct-
ures that had been Luiit into its facade all

round, thus revealing 1he original features,
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the 'wéter—itig‘htening of the roofs, and replaces
ment of worn out wood. works in the Tafters,
beams and purlins of the sloping roof, includ-
ing the ornamental parts.

(b) The two Siva temples of Baneswar:—
These'two “stone templés which are identical
in shape and size, being of the:late Malla or
earlv ‘Shah period; with ogee-curved sikhara,
were With proper  numbering in a:serial order
of the courses and irdividual stonesy and
restored to their pristine ‘forms,

(b) Lalitpur

(it Kumbheswara Temple:— This temple
with five successive roofs in the pagoeda, built
on a single plinth, came in next for ex!ensive
repairs comprising-mainly the replacement of
plain modern rafters and purlins under the
roofs, and rendericg the roofs leak-proof.

(i) Bhimasena Temple:— This temple is
built in Nepal Samwat 802 (A. D. 1611) was
rid of the accretionary modern stiucture hou-
sing ashop onthe southern side,and asa
result the original facade was fully exposed,
atd at the same time a series of labeld scenes
from the Mahabharata carved in miniature
on wood was brought to light below the tunals
on the southern side. On the western side aga-
in the residential house of the priest of
the temple which had dovetailed into
the temple at the first floor level and had com-
pletely defaced and obscured the facade, was
pulled down-and the facade reclaimed, and a
wide cpen space for circumambulation intro-
duced on‘the'west. As-a novel experiment, the
worn out and missing tunals on the groun‘d
floor of the western side were replaced ‘with:
fully carved brackets, on the paitern of the

carving -on the othersides, with a brief inseri-
ption unobtrusively ‘introduced on the -sides .
toiindicite the:renovation.
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(iii) Ktishna ‘Temple near ‘Sun -Dhara:—
This - temple-built entirely of -bricks in the;
sikhara style, and dating.from about the sixt-
eenth- century was overgrown with vegetation:

-and:into brickwork had been disrupted and:

dislodged. It was a novel experiment.to carry
out repairs to a temple of this type to render-
the roof water-tight, after the removal of all
overgrown vegetation, and the resetting of”
dislodged bricks, including ornamental courses
which presented the major difficuly. In the
course -of the repairs it was observed that at
last fiften different varieties of crnamentab
bricks of varying sizes have been employed by
its builders in the construction.

(iii) Matsyendranath Temple

The temple cawe ip for replacement of
worn out rafters, beamsand purlins in the
roofs and the introduction of brass sheets for-
the foofs in place of the origiénl roof of tiles,
in keeping with the existing sheets in the lower .
roof that had been introduced earlier.,

(C) Bhaktapur

Bhimasena Temple:- The.temple has receiveds
a ‘face-lilt, which consists of restoration of
the vertical lines of the main shrine, water—ti-
ghtening of the and
worn-out woodworks.

roofs replacement of*

(D) Kirtipur

Bagh Bhajrava Temple:~ The temple dating:
back from the century had been over-hundred -
with the years-old accumulation of debris stored:
haphazardly in the different ftoreys, and the "
rafters of the roofs having given way had
réndered them leaky, and the wooden pillars
supporting the caves on the ground floors on:
thie exterior-had gone out of plumb. The woo-
den sereens on the facades of different Storeys.
had'been ‘variously damaged. All these defects.

* have been‘removed, and the important temple "
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4s now in a much better condition than it was
‘before the repairs had been attempted. At the
.same time steps have been taken to protect
the extensive remains of mural paintings on
the outer walls of the temple of the ground
floor, which are best preserved on the southern
side, from further damage.

(E) Chobhar

Ganesa Temple:— The picturesquely Ssitua-
ted temple of Ganesa (Jala Vinayaka) imme-
.diately outside the gorge through which the
‘Bagmati gu-hes out of the vailey of Kathmandu
has received extensive repairs in the form of
teconstruction of the damaged roofs, includ-
ing watertightening and the resettling of the
.carved wodden tunals (brackets) which had
had to be taken off earlier owing to the porte-
nding danger which the damagéd roof had
posed.

(F) Budha Nilakantha

Anantasayana Vishnui- The monolithic
and recumbent image of Vishnu, dating from
the seventh century A. D., has been lying in
an enclosed pool of water creating the impre-
:ssing of floating upon the waters. The waters
in the pool are received through inlets from
the streams that fiow down the surrounding
hills, and the excess water seepsout through
outlets fixed in the sloping brick walls of the
enclosed pool. The accumulated silt has been
cleared from the enclosure. To prevent the
subsidence of the nearly 18 ft. long image,
which has been found supported on three tra-
nsversely laid blocks of stone thus belying the
traditionally sacrosanct belief in its being a
swayambhu on self-emanating image, the pav-
.ement on which the stones rest has been stren-
gthened by brick work. The sides of the recta-
ngular enclosed pool found held together by a
compact brick-work have been further secured
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.and rendered water-tight. The inlets and out-
lets of water that had been clogged with silt
have been cleared. :

(G) Khokana

Rudrayani Temple:- This temple is situated
between Nokhu and Bungmati and pot far
from Kathmandu which was ¢xtensively repai-

red after the disastrous earthquake of A. D.

1934 (1990 V. S.) had again fallen into disrep-
air, and have received some essential repairs
that would giveit a new lease of life. It bas
pot, however, been considered proper or safe
to remove the iron clumps ard stays that had
been introduced in the couise of the earler
repairs.

'(H) Lori Kundan in the Tarai

Siva Temple:- The remains of the brick
built Siva temple revealed by the archaeologi-
ogical excavation of 1961-62 on the prindipal
mound at Lorikudan, near Tanlihawa, in Lum-
bini Anchal, have been only partially exposed.
The brick-work temple, wherein extensive use
of ornamental bricks has been made, is dated
to the eighth century by carbon-14 analysis.

As a good deal of excavation work remains yet

to be done on the site, the partial conservation
work that has been completed by the Depart-
ment of Archaeology on these forceless relics
of the early medieval period comprises the stre-
ngthening of the compound walls, with a facade
of ornamental bricks, on the northern and nor-
th eastern sides, respectively.

(ii) Chemical Conservation

(a) The Murals in the Palace of Bhupatin-

dra Malla at Bhaktapur:-. The murals in the -

palace forming part of the Museum of Paintings
which had been obscured by soot grace and
dust and had been differently damaged by
ledkage of rain water through the roof. were
cleaned and secured by chemical treatment
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during 1965-66, by ajoint team of H,M. G..
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arent screen enabling visions to see the pamt-.

(Department of Archaeology) and the technical ings without let or hindrance.

team from the Chemical Branch of the Arch-
-aeological Survey of India

(b) Kathmandu

(i) Kumari Ghar;- The obscured murals
-on the northern wing of the Kumari Ghar were
limitedly taken up by the technical team desc-
-1ibed above for chemical treatment and the
work extended later by the Nepalese che-
‘mists employed for the purpose after they had
-gained their basic experience of such work in
the course of their collaboration with the
Indian team at Bhaktapur. As a result, a large

number of excellently painted scenes including

a life-size portrait of Prakasha Malla, in full
regalia and battle array, were brought to light.
Arrangments to save them from further dam-.
age have been made by encasing them in
:glass panels to serve at once as a barrier aga-

inst any extraneous contacts, and as a transp- .

(i) Hanuman Dhoka;~ Similar work has
been done by the Department of Archaeology
in the old palace of Hanuman Dhoka with int-
eresting results, and the works are still in

progress.

7. Conclusion

It would be clear to see that Nepal has
taken seriously and enthuslastlcally to the pro-
per conservation of her national heritage. That
she has been able to do so comparatively
recently is easily understandable. She is keen
to do her best in spite of the rather compell-
ing limitations that linger for the present. It
is to be hoped that the initial difficulties and
consequential deficiences will soon be overco-
me, and Nepal will before long be in line
with the rest of the world in point of technical
adequacy and the quality of work in the fie-
1ds of conservation of her ancient monuments
as in any other.
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