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The archaeology of gardens and parks is a
young topic, still in its pioneering phase even in
Europe. The landscape archaeology is also known
as total archaeology. The landscape archaeology is
applied in the recovery of the stary of an area of
countryside using all possible techniques-surface
scatters, field and other boundaries, standing
buildings, as well as excavation. In this, the individual
site has significance only as a component of the area
in which it lies. The historic landscapes such as
historic battle fields and historic parks and gardens,
or undesignated zones that preserve important
vernacular landscapes such as ancient field systems,
woodland or indeed urban landscapes come under
its domain. In Nepal no one has yet tried to study
archaeology with this angle.

Lumbini, the birth place of Lord Buddha was
a vana or a small forest or a batika or a garden.
Archaeological excavations conducted at Lumbini
and its' periphery since more than a century or since
1897 have not yet discover any traces of this ancient
forest or the garden. Buddhist literatures have
described Lumbini garden as an earthy paradise. The
archaeologists both native and foreign have been
taking interest only in finding structural remains and
artifacts or material culture. They have neither
thought nor tried to find out the remains of the
ancient Lumbini garden. As a matter of fact, in Nepal
the archaeologists have no knowledge in landscape
archaeology.

Similarly at Tilaurakot and other
archaeological sites of Lumbini and Kapilavastu the
archaeologists have not given any thought to the
landscape archaeology. Therefore in future Nepalese
archaeologists should also try to study archaeology
or conduct excavations keeping landscape
archaeology also as one of their objectives.

We know very little about the tradition of
garden in Nepalese architecture. Only a few
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inscriptions of the Lichchavi period have mentioned
very little about gardens of those days. The earliest
Lichchavi inscription has mentioned the word Mul
Batika Grama meaning the village belongs to the
main garden or the village situated in the main
garden is dated Sambat 48 i.e. AD 624. It is placed
at the temple of Chhinna Masta Devi near Patan
Durbar. The second one is the inscription dated
Sambat 137 i.e. AD 713 located at Chaysal tole,
Patan in which the word Puspa Batika Vihar is
mentioned meaning the monastery of Puspa Batika.
It is very difficult to believe that the Lichchavi palaces
like Managriha, Kailashkuta Bhawan, Bhadradibash,
and Daksin Rajkula had no gardens. Numerous
Lichchavi inscriptions and the Tang Annals have
described the architectural grandeur of the Lichchavi
palace Kailashkuta Bhawan but no body knows why
they have not mentioned any thing about the gardens
of this most beautiful palace. Excavation is the only
means to prove any remains of ancient architecture
of any civilization. But till today we could not yet trace
the ruins of these ancient palaces even after
concluding successfully some very important
excavations in some parts of the Kathmandu valley.

We can presume that the Lichchavi tradition
of garden continued during the medieval period. All
the three Malla palaces of the Kathmandu valley
have gardens known as Bhandarkhal Bagiacha or
gardens. There are inscriptions to prove that the
Malla kings of the valley continued the practice of
donating lands to the temples for growing flowers
and fruits or in other words for the development of
gardens. An inscription standing at the temple of
Bringareshwar Mahadev temple belonging to King
Shiva Sing of Patan dated NS 734 (BS 1671) has
mentioned that the king donated lands to cultivate
fruits and flowers for Lord Mahadev. King Siddhi Nara
Simha Malla’s inscription of Patan Bhandarkhal
stated that in NS 767 (BS 1704) the king constructed



pond, stone water spout and flower garden and
donated them to his family deity. In NS 772 the court
poet Kunu Sharma while describing the
achievements of King Sri Niwas Malla in his famous
work “Kirti Pataka” has described that in the pond
of the Pukhula Baigaicha or the garden named
Pukhula the yellow lotus flowers are blooming. In all
sides of the pond different types of colorful flowers
are growing. The water of the pond is very clear. Fish
and tortoises are swimming. In one side there exists
a stone spout. Different types of aquatic birds are
playing in the pond like in Kailash Manasarobar.

In all the three Bhandar Khal gardens of the
Kathmandu valley there exist ponds and water
spouts. King Pratap Malla of Kathmandu had brought
many beautiful stone sculptures big or small to
decorate the Bhandarkhal garden of Hanuman
Dhokha palace, the most noteworthy among them
is the stone sculpture of Jalasayana Narayan or Lord
Vishnu sleeping on the bed of serpent at a pond.
But these ancient gardens are not in good condition.
The ancient look or the original landscapes of these
gardens have already been either destroyed or de-
shaped. If we could revive these gardens in their
original beauty or landscapes they will certainly
increase the environment and importance of these
old places. Their revivals will certainly help in adding
the beauty of these ancient palaces.

The landscape archaeology of the Lichchavi
and the Malla periods can be studied at Kathmandu
Valley in three durbar squares of Kathmandu, Patan
and Bhaktapur and some other minor places around
the valley such as in Kirtipur, Thimi, Shakhu, Thankot
and numerous such places outside the valley such
as at Panauti, Nuwakot, Tistung, Palung, and Dolakha
and so on. During the mediaeval period all these
cities were walled cities with numerous gates. The
walls of these fortified cities have vanished already
but some gates and traces of them are still visible.
With the help of these remains Bhaktapur has
revived some gates and Patan city is trying to do so.
It is said that Patan city was encircled by more than
twenty one gates. Similarly Kantipur or Kathmandu
city had also numbers of gates around thirty two in
those days.

QOutside the Kathmandu Valley there is even
greater scope to study landscape archaeology. The
Sena Palaces of Palpa and Makawanpur and
numerous other large and small palaces of petty
kingdoms of western and eastern Nepal, their forts
and similar other structures and gardens have to be
fully explored and studied archaeologically. For

example here we should not forget the Rani Mahal
of Palpa, also known as Taj Mahal of Nepal. Besides
the dozens of forts in western and eastern Nepal
which are unique in their architecture and style
among them many have lost their originality could
also be covered by landscape archaeology.

In ancient times popular and famous
temples like Pasupatinath and Changu Narayan had
their own flower gardens. The Bhandarkhal garden
near Pasupati area and Bhatta Bari near the Changu
village are still belonged to these temples. It seems
that during those days apart from flower gardens in
palaces and other place there existed two other types
of gardens such as vegetable gardens and fruit
gardens or orchards. The kings had vegetable
gardens near the city or in the outskirts of town
known as the Bishnumati Bari, the Bhagwati Bari.
the Boudh Bari, and so on. Some of these gardens
were growing vegetables till recently for the royalty.
Similarly the ruling families also own orchards outside
the valley such as at Pharping Bagicha or garden.
Trisuli Bagicha, Sera Bagicha and so on. Because of
negligence during the Shah Rana period these
historical gardens have lost almost all their
attractions and grandeur.

After the fall of Malla dynasty numerous
palaces were built during the Shah period by the
rulers and their courtiers. The Rana Prime Ministers
built numerous palaces in the western style with
beautiful gardens. But except one or two all these
gardens with beautiful landscapes have been
vanished today.

The contemporary historian H. Ambrose
Oldfield says that Prime Minister Bhimsen Thapa had
introduced European architecture in Nepal. His
palaces at Chhauni, now housing the Nationa!
Museum and the Bagh Durbar near Dharahara are
now completely looked different. The beautifu:
gardens of these palaces have been dismantled anc
destroyed completely. It was a very sorrowful affair
that immediately after his tragic death and also after
the death of his nephew Prime Minister Mathbar
Singh who also lived in Bagh Durbar except the mair
building the flower-gardens were neglected, the fist
ponds were left uncared-for, the fountains were left
dried and the whole area was soon turned intc
bushes. We do not have any information or any
accounts about the gardens of the famous
Thapathali Durbar of Prime Minister Jung Bahadur.
But we can easily guess that if inside this palace
there were facilities to see animal fighting anc
various animal games tfiere should certainly be some



beautiful gardens as well. This palace area is now
totally untraceable.

Among the brothers of Jung Bahadur, Bir
Shumsher was a great builder. He constructed eight
palaces for his sons and brothers. He constructed
Narayanhiti Durbar for his brother Ranaudip Singh
who later became Prime Minister, and his other
palaces were Fohara Durbar, Seto Durbar, Lal Durbar,
Char Burja or Bahadur Bhawan, Subarna Bhawan,
Toran Bhawan and Ananda Niketan. All these palaces
were decorated with beautiful gardens. Among them
the gardens of Fohara Durbar, Lal Durbar and Seto
Durbar were very famous. After Bir Shumsher his
brother and Prime Minister Bhim Shumsher also
constructed numerous palaces for himself and his
wives. Bisal Nagar Durbar, Satya Bhawan, Tangal
Durbar, Sita Bhawan, and Baluwatar Durbar or
Subarna Mahal were prominent among them. His
Bisal Nagar Durbar was once famous for its gardens,
ponds, statues and trees. His palace Satya Bhawan
was once famous for its orchids. At present only a
part of the gardens of Subarna Mahal, where the
central office of the National Bank of Nepal has its
office can be seen.

Chandra Shumsher also built numerous
palaces for example Sital Niewa, Lakshmi Niwas,
Saha Mabhal, Kaisher Mahal, Singha Durbar, Babar
Mahal, Singha Mahal, Shree mahal, and Harihar
Bhawan and so on. Luckily gardens in some of these
palaces are still somewhat remained, for example
parts of the gardens of Sital Niwas, Lakshmi Niwas,
Singha Durbar, and Singha Mahal, are to some extent
surviving. Resident offices and hotels are to be
credited for it. The last builder among the Rana Prime
Ministers was Juddha Shumsher. He constructed
numerous palaces for his numerous wives and sons.
Some prominent palaces among them are Kalimati
Durbar, Ravi Bhawan, Shasi Bhawan, Narayan
Bhawan, Min Bhawan, Kiran Bhawan, Surendra
Bhawan, Nir Bhawan, Shanta Bhawan, Brikram
Bhawan, Man Bhawan, and so on. Except in Kalimati
Durbar, the garden of Ravi Bhawan, Min Bhawan,
and Kiran Bhawan are not visible in their original
state.

) Hotel Shankar at Agni Bhawan, Hotel Yak and

Yeti at Lal Durbar and foreign missions at Ravi
Bhawan and some private owners are helping those
Rana gardens to survive. New star hotels in the
Kathmandu valley have also introduced new and
modern garden culture. Love of garden is not only
becoming a fashion but also a prestige issue these
days in Nepal. Recently numerous nurseries and

flower shops are opened and presenting a gift of
flower bouquet is gaining popularity in the society of
Kathmandu valley.

Those gardens that have been already wiped
out from their original places can not be revived. But
some native and expatriate garden lovers have
revived the famous garden of Kaisher Mahal or the
dream garden with the financial and technical
assistance of the Government of Republic of Austria.
The Kaisher Mahal dream garden had six seasons
represented in flowers, trees and architectures. It was
indeed a dream garden. This garden has received a
new lease of life very recently. We are very hopeful
that the revival of this garden will certainly open our
eyes and inspire us to revive other historical gardens
of Nepal with the help of the knowledge of landscape
archaeology.
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