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Excerpts from the history written by Mathvar Singh in
collection of British Library

There are 106 boxes of the manuscripts collected from
Nepal by Brian Hod son which were handed over to
British Library and are now safe in their custody. They
are being catalogued by Dr. Ramesh Dhungel since
10 years and the work is still continued. The author
got an opportunity in cataloguing the newari portion
of the collection. He worked couple of months (June-
July) in the afore mentioned library. While working on
newari collection he also came across some other
interesting collections as well. He found one very big
and long manuscript. The number recorded is EUR-
HOD/45.

The manuscript is the history* of Gorkha dynasty
ordered to be written by Mathvar Singh Thapa in the
palace. It was said that the copy was brought to the
embassy by Mortimoor from Durbar in 1842.

The manuscript measures nearly eight inches wide
and is said to be 1200 ft. long. The length could not
be measured perfectly inside a small carrel due to its
immeasurable length . The manuscript contains the
script of 58 people. The grammer is not in consistent
pattern due to many acribe's state of linguistic
knowledge.

As the duty of author to catalogue, all Newari
manuscripts, he had very little time to escape from
and pay attention towards copying other interesting
manuscripts. However curtailing his tea breaks he
could read some part of other manuscripts and copy
them. This is one of them and very interesting and
important as well. Only interesting parts related to the
author's field of study was copied and bought them
and presented herewith.

Perhaps this was the first history written in Nepal with
a conceptual idea and the concerted effort. The start

- Sukra Sagar Shrestha

of the manuscript itself purports the subject. Although
it is a pangeric type of history of Gorkha dynasty,
several other historical accounts could be collected
from the manuscript. .

The Devnagari version is presented herewith in Nepali
language as written in the manuscript. The script is
copied as far as it is written in the manuscript.
Therefore the language pattern also could be quite
different for the readers of modern Nepalese. Itis more
akin to the Khasakura type.

The manuscript narrates many additional facts on
history which were not printed aywhere before. Since
it was written in the palace, the facts related to the
contemporary and little before are to be little to doubt.
Therefore could be regarded as more authentic than
other sources. The conspiracy of Prithvi Narayan and
bravity of Jaya Prakash Malla is nicely narrated.
Similarly king Ranjit laments on dishonest behavior
of fictively related son Prithvi and portrays him as
Judas. The details of war in Kirtipur and the excile of
Ranajit Malla are dramatically narrated. The anguis
cry of Ranjit Malla in poetic version is heart touching
and all in all the story is very much tragic.

Actually it has covered the history of Gorkhali dynasty
from Chittaur to the time of Girvanyuddha Vikram
Shah. All important events from the war to the
contemporay social problems are also narrated by the
writers. The lunatic behaviour of Rana Bahadur is also
pictured in detail and how the people were expelled
from Kathmandu valley in order to save his beloved
wife Kantivati. His criminal traits to the physician,
astrologers and Vajrachrayas and Brahmans are
narrated in detail. The historian did not leave even
the hear says or the mentions of the incidents prior to
the conquest of Nepal Valley by Prithvi. The death of



Bhaskar Malla due to the plague, the flight of Prithvi
from Kirtipur, his one year stay in Bhaktapur with a
Maiju from Patan and war in Danchhi and escape to
Bhaktapur to get shelter in the Palace of Ranaijit are
worth to read. The despatch of consperative letters to
the Pradhans, mocher of Jayaprakash Malla in
Kantipur in open secret illustrates how crooked and
nacked Prithvi was. He was the master of conspiracy
and his appointment of more than thousand Brahmins
in Kathmandu valley principalities as his secret agents
prove how Prithvi played foul in the valley. The final
tragic days of Ranajit Malla and his family in Kantipur
is really heart breaking. The heroic behavior of
Jayaprakash is nicely portrayed in the manuscript. The
short life of Ranajit Malla and his family in Kashi
sounds really tragic. The travel of a pregnant queen
to Kashi should have been a real hardship to them.

In short it is very important volume of manuscript which
needs to be printed in bookform and should be brought
to the knowledge of all Nepalese citizens. It will
enhance the image of the state and true history would
come out.

Some excerpts from that manuscript is reproduced
here and let us hope some day it will come out in the
book form.
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(After this comes the detail of war in Bhaktapur)
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