i i \ B
S y B g B o
Dronst B el S ¢

Journal of the Department of Archaeology

&A1 oz

| Number 108
FAT-FEAIT 0¥y

October-November 1988

qEER Edited by
QIEeT THIH Shaphalya Amatya
SHTAF Published by
=T Y F TFRX The Department of Archaeology
e qor gegfy AT, QR faary His Majesty’s Government

FTSHTST, AqT Kathmandu, Nepal




s eqT— | ' To be had of:-

AT THTAT Sajha Prakashan
qa= T, afaayl , : Pulchok, Lalitpur
Qqre | _ - Nepal

TeT €. (ol ' Price Rs .10/~

Printed at Matribhoomi Press, Kamal Pokhari, Kathmandu, Phone 414076,412501& 410284




I AN Ancient Nepal

AT Qo5 , Number 108
FaF-TdIT Ro ¥y, ' - October—November 1988
qFITEH Editor

HT%eT TWHIT Shaphalya Amatya




fawg-as=t

Contents
Page
Baghbhairav Temple -Sukra Sagar Shrestha |
An Ethno-Archaeological Investigation into Irrigation
Agriculture and Water Systems in Mid-Western
Nepal —Thomas M. C. Pinhorn 12
Nepal . ~Sylvain Levi 19
FATA GO q53
Fwraifa g1 T AHITRT DIGHATT ST —eTATAE AATH q
Haq ko) &1 TF feave e —TT. S T Y
fafrsr daqge WEN AFHT A T faa®r gvaed —gg AT AT 3R
AHASF (I AT GEHI1L —MIaagIgT ATAHT s

EEAARET TFIZEL TTIFT GAAFT ATA—HAIE gt Qlagifas amadt - 3R




Baghbhairav Temple

Baghbhairav temple, situated at the
centre of Kirtipur is the most venerated,
important and the oldest shrine in Kirtipur.
It is regarded as the guardian deity of the
town. The God is addressed by people as
Ajudya (lit: God Grandfather), Ajaju Byaghre-
swara (Great Grandfather Byaghreswara)
Bhimsen Bhattaraka and PBhimeswara as welll.
But generally he is termed as Baghbhairav
and is worshipped both by the Hindus and
Buddhist alike. This is the only type of
Bhairav moulded in the form of a tiger and
thus called Baghbhairav.

The temple is one of the very few
temples in Kathmandu valley erected in a
rectangular base. Most of the Bhimsen and
Bhirava temples are raised in the rectangular
base rather than in square base. To cite
some examples--Bhimsen  “temples  of
Kathmandu, Patan -and.Bhaktapur are
constructed in a similar way in rectangular
base.  Likewise the Bhairav temples of
Bhaktapur and Kirtipur are counstructed in

-Sukra Sagar Shrestha

rectangle forms which shows that during th:
medieval period in Nepal the Bhairav
temples were usually built in rectangular
base only. But. to the contrary, the, Bhairavi
temples are built in square base.

The temple is raised over a single
podia supported by sixteen massive wooden
pillars and a thick wall in the inner core.
The temple has three tiered roofs and
among them lower “two are roofed
with Jhingatis (mini clay tiles) whereas the
topmost one is covered with copper sheets.
There is further a canopy like roof on top:
of it and is also covered with metal. Tt is
adorned with a pinnacle as well. Besides,
there are eleven pinnacles on top, sixin
second and one in last roof, all guilded with
gold. The temple is constructed with three
stairs among them second and thicd floors.
had open varandahs until 974 N. S.

Some striking geometrical relation
worth noting. The three roof
middle and bottom) are

are
sizes (top,
proportional to



4:5:6 and three core walls (top, middle and
collonade) display 3:4:5

(see drawing.)
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‘(Deopwa) is thus provided in the
~facade to get the first rays of the sun,
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The main entrance to the temple is
in south and a subsidiary door is also
provided in northern side as exit during the
rushing moment on festival days. There is a
customary belief among the people that the

. first rays of the sun must fall on the face of

window-
eastern

the God Baghbhairav. A  small

Similarly it is certain that during some days of

- the vyear, the', ﬁ'fst rays of the sun falls directly

on the face of the God.

The temple is situated in a courtyard
surrounded by the shrines of ditferent Gods
and Goddesses. From the east of the temple the
road leaves the town and discends leading it
to Kathmandu. Before the construction of the
two pairs of Patis (Falecha) in south, there was
a .large complex exiending all ‘the way
down to -the south of the Depukhu (historic
pond). In. the west of Depukhu there was
the tesiderice of eclites in medieval times.
‘The complex was comprised of many
-Shattals, Patis, temples, shrines and a  big
pond Deépukhu, There was dlso flower garden
avithin -the .complex orly until three decades
before.

The main icon of the God Baghbhairav is
of clay and the face is covered by a silver mask
offered during the reign of Chandra Shumser
(1901-1929 AD) by a local citizen Chaturman

Dware. Being made of clay the image is

-often destroyed by the rats and other natural

phenomena also. There are many references
of destructions of the image in Bhasa
“amsawali®. Once the image is disfigured it is
retouched and replaced by the Buddhist
priest Bajracharya in an isoteric way. For
moulding the image the clay have to be
collected from seven pcints, around Mhaipi
a tantric shrine on the way to Balaju
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Baghbhairav Temple




Baghbhairav'. . 3

from Pakanajol., The process repeats once
in almost every twenty to thirty years.

~ Although the God is worshipped  with
Pancha Makaras (Matsya, Mudra, Mamsa,
‘Madya and Maithuna), no sacrifice is offered
inside. For the purpose of sacrifice, there is a
small shrine Hi Fa Dya (sacrificing altar) just
outside th,e trellis- window. besides the . main
jmage. The shrme is adorned w1th a
wooden tympanum in Kirtipur offered by the
local people in 782 NS.* The tympanum has
the figures of Asta—Bhalravas Astamatrikas
and Garudnarayana with many other- sub51-
dlary de1t1es

o “\Io one knowq yet exactly by whom™ and
when the God- Baghbhairav was estabhshed

But a Vamsavalt mentlons the date of thef

estabhshment of Klrtlpur and Baghbhalrav in
the gap. of one year.®. The estabhshment of
Kirtlpur according -
was made by the king : Shiva Deva HI who

ruled Nepal . valley from circa 1099 to 1126

AD. (219-246" 1\S)6 Therefore we can. say
this much that Bavhbhalrav also must have
been elected du1 1ng that perlod : :

The story .of the orxomv

Kirtipur, is most supzrfluous and runs  as
follows:

“One day, in the long past, few
sheepherd girls from Kirtipur were grazing
their sheep in the local jungle (Ga:)on the
northern slope of Kirtipur. As practice
everyday, while the sheep were grazing, the
girls were engaged on a play this time
moulding a tiger figure of the clay. When the
figure of the tiger was ready, they went in
search -of a suitable leaf to make the tongue of
the tiger. But to their great surprise, when they
returned with the leaf their sheep were

f 1nest :

: 71ts foundat10n untﬂ the year 635
AD) when first detailed record - of the templg

to Gopal Raj Vamsavalz-'

_ of God
Baghbhalrav, as beheved by .the people of'_

missing. So they wailed and cried:_as they did

" not find them and went on - asking with all

near-by. But no one could loéa.t'e_ﬂ"the sheep.
Finally they decided that the shéep could have
been eaten by the clay tiger and asked him
whether he did ate them 2 The clay tiger in
response opened his mouth wide and the girls
found it full of blood.. “Naturally they got

‘furious and as pumshment did : not fxx oh_é

tongue in his ‘mouth. .Therefore the nnage

‘of Baghbhairav has no tongue and keeps - h1s
mouth: wide opened all the time, It is “said
that he is asking Someone to prov1de . the
tongue in h1s mouth ”o '

- On the lack of hlstoucal ev1dence we

can 1ot form any 1dea about the temple after

restoratlon thdt.was. done by Jag atpal Varma,
a Mahapatra of Plndavaha;a from - Patan The
1nscr1pt10n mforms us that 7 :

' “Hall On an ausp;cnous “momén ‘of
Punarvasu Nakshatra the- fourth ' day ~of - the
dark fortnight,- Monday of the month -of
Kartik 635 NS when the- sun:{s- in” anhrashz_

,and Moon is.in Kakatrasi. On this day,_ ‘the

resmentlal building (the temple) of Byaghres’
vara’ reiovated ...... Ten - Karmas (sacrifice)
been performed according to the Mantras  of
Veda... On this day the light (Khoyamata)
was lit in front of . Pindavahara. Next
day...... Following day there was a procession
of religious flags (Chhatrayatra) through three
cities and lastly came to Kirtipur. Next day
went to Patan and there Wwas a Yagya
performed which lasted throughout the night.
Following day all the activities came to an
end. Yujamina (the chief performer) was
Jagatpal Varma, Mahapatra of Pindavahar in
Maningala (Patan), his wife Rupalaxmi
Thakurini, his son Rachhyvapala Varma and




his wife Hera .Lax_mi Thakurini and his son and

his wife Amrit Laxmi Thakurini. Those who -

were present there should share the fruits of
this-pious deed. Priests are Shree Jitadeva and
Madhavaju.who performed all those sacrifice
according to the rituals laid down -in the
Vedas.... withthose deeds, all beings of
the world should share in equal the fruits of
the pious deeds......”” The inscription is lost
now. After the renovation of 635 NS (1515
AD), the offering of a golden Kalasha was
made in 707 NS (1587 AD).® followed by an
another offering of a Moharamala in 782:°
in the year 811 NS (1691 AD) there were
series of offering made to the temple for
example- the bell on the right side of Hi Fa
Dya (Sacrificing altar).’® After two years, a
solden Torana was offered and a Guthi of the
Mahadeepa was instituted by Kwathanayaka
Jakesingh Bharo in 814 NS (1694 AD) which
is still continuing.and on the day of Singha
Sankranti (Bhadra First) Mahadeepa is lit
around the temple throughout the night every
year. Again in §17 NS (1697 AD) a tympanum
was donated. The main entrance was covered

with copper sheet plated with gold in the
year 823 NS (1703 AD) and small Chakra
was fixed on the wall. Two main stone

figures of HanumanWere erected in the year
837 NS (1717 AD). They are still standing
on both side of the Hi Fa Dya.11

A copper plate inscription of 870 NS
(1750 AD) prohibits the people from cutting
the trees from the jungle on north of the
temple.!? The inscription is fixed on the wall
at the entrance. According to the inscription
tlie people would be fined twelve rupees then

7 they did not abide to rule.
Acording to an inscription of NS 882,
(1762 AD) someons renovated the entrance

Ancient Nepal

door and another offered a garland of a
Mohara (coins). ' o

The temple was again renovated in 923.
by Jaifal, the son of Hastika who fed her
breasts © to Rana Bahadur Shah!® The
inscription on the bell to the east of majn
entrance informs us that the bell was installed
there by a Manandhara Jog Man and it weighs.
thirty one Dharnis (70.5 Kgs.) and it was.
moulded by Byapari Bidyadhana of Naudwa
Vahal in Patan.i¢

Since one of the supporting pillars.
between the trellis windows on second  floor
gives the date of 974 NS (1854 AD), the
temple could have been renovated that year:
also.

A golden flag on the right of the main
entrance was added to the temple in 1022 NS.
(1902 AD)' followed by the covering of the
main ‘lions with metal sheet coated with gold
in 1041 NS (1921 AD) 16

Sixteen years after, in 1056 NS there-
was a major decoration of the temple. This
timea local citizen Santavir Bhawo of’
Mwanatole covered the whole area on the
ground floor infront of the God and all four
sides of the wall as well, with brass sheets,
The total of 325 Dharnis (737.7 KG)
of brass was used to do this job. The doot
was again covered with copper sheets,

An another golden flag at the left of the
main entrance was offered in the year 1084 NS
(1964 AD)!® followed by the last renovation
that was carried out by the Guthi Sansthan,
an organisation of His Majesty’s Government
of Nepal in the year 2024 BS (1967 AD).* This.
time the metal sheets on the floor level were-
veplaced by Godavari marble inside the
temple. That was the last renovation so far
done to the temple,




Baghbhairav...

Besides the main temple of Baghbhairav,

the complex houses following meny- tenrples
with.rich artistic and”~ architectural values as

well.

Ganesh Temple

The temple of Ganesh is most important
onein the complex. Though the present
temple was erected as late as 824 NS (1704
AD), it houses the most ancient images of
Umamahesvara, Shiva, Matrikas, and Ganesh.
An inscription inside the temple informs
about the erection of the temple with the
performance of Sahopranhutiyagya and the
Chulika was offered in the year mentioned
above.2® The temple stands inside the right
side of the main enfrance, and has- two storeys
in Pagoda style. The images in the temple are
in following order:

ENTRANCE
1. Ganesh 2. Barahi
3. Kaumari o4 Shaivi
5. Brahmayani 6. Vaisnavi
7. Shiva Parvati 8. Standing Shiva

(Jhawadya)

The present shape was brought after the

‘recent renovation made by the local Panchayat

in-August 1988.

Narayan Temple

This temple beside the Ganesh Temple
houses the image of Narayan followed by
his two consorts Sarasvati and Laxmi of which
the image of Sarasvati has already been
stolen on the night of 28th. January 1984. The
temple was in pagoda style before and was
made by Hastika the mother of Jaifal. It has
now a golden pinnacle :juite improportionate
to the temple. The wall has lime plastered and
‘the entrance is in the west direction. The
temple is raised over two podia. The lime
was coated on the temple in the year 2009
Bikram Era (1952 AD) and an- endowment
(Guthi) was made. The architecture of the
temple was altered to the present shape, in
1995 BS, most probably after it was thrown.
into most dilapidated condition for long time.
The entrance and the wall is still in its original.
shape and finely carved. :

Shiva Temple

This temple on the north of Narayan
temple, was erected in seventeenth century
and renovated by Jaifal in the year 923 NS..
This temple also was originally built in pagoda
style. But the present one is in the most
ugliest shape as it was renovated some time in
1930s, The temple was still in pagoda shape
when Percival Landon took the photugraph
of Baghbhairav temple in'ninteen-'-twemees.

All four facades at the ground floor is
still excellently preserved and has exquisitely
carved doors. The top is covered by a dome
architecture done in the first half of this.
century which is definitely a latter addition.
The doors on the four facades are open like
other many Shiva temples of the valley from.




where the devotees enter and pay homage to
their god. The temple is made of Pachidppa
and houses the Shiva Lingam ef which the
original Lingam was stolen on the night of 10
November 1984. :

Bhavani Shankar Temple

Further north of Shiva temple is the
stor.e temple of Bhavani ‘Shankar established
ir 838 NS. (1718 AD). The temple is made
of stones in Sikhara style and is still in
intact position. The image of Bhavani Shankar
is instalied in thistemple and it was once a
very rich temple with much of Guthi land
ard dongtions according to the inscription
attached to the northern wall of the temple.
The temple is built over two successive podium
end faces west. The icon of Bhavani Shankar
was stelen on the night of 20 Baisakh 2041
B.S.

Behind those temples lie other three
minj-temples of Shreedhara Visvakarma, and
Ramachandra.

Shreedhara Temple

East of Narayan Temple lies the stone
temple of Shreedhara Vishnu. The inscription
attached to the temple provides the date of
778 NS (1658 AD) and houses the image of
‘Shreedbara Vishnu.?t

Lain Singh Bangdel, the Chancellor of
Academy, however dates the image of God
to be a work of tenth century. As the most
dawaged inscription can not be deciphered,
we are not in a position to datc the figure
exactly. Therefore we can assume that the
present temple only could have been erected
in the year 778 NS. The temple is in Sikhara
style and made totally out of stones.

Vishvakarma Temple

On the north of Shreedhara temple is
the shrine of Vishvakarma established in the
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year 1968 AD. The construction is
made out of cement and locks modern. Ths
construction  was planned to cat‘tebr the
feasting people who come in group to worship
the God and arrange a feast there as was and
is the practice among the working people.
Most people who work as carpenters, masons,
artworkers worship this God. Almost all  the
architectural manuscripts in medieval Nepal

totakly

are started with the invocation to this God.
Beside Vishvakarma, there is an icon of
Ganesh made of marble in the same year, but
the icon of Vishvakarma is made of Kotkha
stene or black basalt,
There was a small flower
before the

grove at. thz

very  site construction of this

temple.

Ramchandra Temple

On the north of Vishvakarma stands the
small white temple of Ramchandra, Laxman,
Sita and Hanuman. The temple was made
about thirty years before and is locked mast
of the time. The temple has no inscriptions at
all and houses the images of Rama, Laxman,
Sita and Hanuman. The temple is fully coated
with the lime.

Mana Vinayaka Temple

On the north of Rama . Laxman Temple
and to the east of main temple of Baghbhairyy
stands the small temple of Mana Vinayak. The
temple houses the image of Ganesh with
seven hooded scrpent as canopy. The image,
was installed in 623 NS (1503 AD).2 The
stone inscription of  installation of Mana
Vinayak is above the image and it is the oldest
inscription so far came to light in Kirtipur.
The construction of a temple to the Mana
Vinayaka sccording to the inscription above
the main entrance, however, was in the year
750 NS (1630 AD).?® This is among the few
Ganesh images of Kathmandu valley where




Baghbhairav...

10 animal sacrifice is offered.

There is a belief among the people that
the eternal fire of Agnimatha in Patan went
off when the image of Baghbhairav in

Kirtipur was consecrated: Therefore people’

After the
Bajracharyas

- fell in grief and astonishment.
consultation with Astrologers,
and Brahmins, they found a solution and
‘built a small temple of this Ganesh which
blocked the direct gaze of Baghbhairav to
the Agnimatha and thus the eternal fire was
saved and is burning still vermanently.

Dharati Miata

On the east of Mana Vinayak liesa
recent costruction of Dharati Mata established
in 2036 BS (1979 AD) by a Joshi of Kirtipur
Mr. Jita Nanda. The isoteric image of Dharati
Mata is exposed to the sky and it is an
unusual image to look. The image of Dharati
Mata is shown lying over an ocean giving
birthto a child, the cosmic presentation of
the Universe: Her body is portrayed nacked
and both the hands are displayed in Varada
Mudra with the legs apart providing a
natural scene of delivering a child. The child
is half way_oﬁt with the folded hands over the
head in Namaskara Mudra. The nativity
‘scene is being watched by the Hindu trinity,
Brahma Vishnu and Mahesvara.

The main image is portrayed of a teenage
girl and except one pair of earrings,
no other ornaments are put on. The eyes
are wide opened and breasts are moderately
small with the hairs scattered.

This sort of isoteric image came out to

the public for the first time in Kirtipur, which .

reminds us of a Tunal of Yakshesvara temple
of Bhaktapur Durbar Square. The image was
used to be worshipped in an isoteric way.
‘When asked about why an isoteric God is so
exposed ? The Joshi said in reply “...those

who do not know anything, for them
everything remains isoteric and it is exposed
so to let the leity know about the world.”” And
on the question how the iconographic details
were decided ? He replied in most superflous
way. To quote Him~ ‘I had a big volume of
manuscripts which I studjed seriously and
found out the iconographical details - of
Dharati  Mata and advised the carver
accordingly.””. The carver was . Jujukazi of -
Sundhara Patan. When the author asked if
one can see the manuscripts, the answer was
no as all of them have béen bilrisd. under -the
icon. : ’

Tulashi Dega o

In front of Hi Pha Dya is a small
Tulashi Dega which houses the small images
of Madhav Narayana, Gariid Narayana,
Vamsa Gopala, Laxmi Narayana, and Bhavani
Shankara. The Dega was established
in 796 NS (1676 AD) and the inscription
praises the Tulashi plan (Basil Plant) and
other Gods and Goddesses in well verses.?*
A podia of about 1.5 x 1.5 x 1.5 metres is
raised and on the middle of which a
miniature Sikbara is.standing. Then on -
the space leftin between the podia and
sikhara the Tulashi planis wers used to be
grown for religious purpose.

Omn the western facade of Baghbhairav
is the shrine of Nasadya (Nrityesvara).
The shrine is an integral part of Bagh-
bhairav temple and the dancing figures on
the panels shows the- comstryction - to be
of 13/14th century or even before. '

The whole complex of Baghbhairav is
of 35x 50 metres in area and dotted with
all the shrines described above. The whole
complex is partly covered by Chikan Appa
and partly by stones and is encircled by



the city wall and many

Falechas. The

complex has béen centre for all the people

of Kirtipur to pay their devotion to
God Baghbhairay,.

the
.Therefore . the temple is

most important in K1rt1pur soomlly, -archi-

tecturally
complex along with"" Depukhu,
temple and surrounding areas have

)

N A e

13,
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

and The - -entire
Narayana

been

rehglously

designated as the only conservation

A
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arca.

full survey recording the layout,

iconographical details and use of the area.
should be carried out in detail as 'soon as.

possible. The monumental complex
also

needs.

rehabilitation and removal ol recent

incongrous intrusions.*

Baghbhairav Temple Complex

Ganesh Temple (Golden pinnacle offered in

the year 824 Nepal Sambat)

a. Standing Shiva-(Jhawa Dya)-4th Century

b. Image of Shiva Parvati-4th Century

c. Images of Matrikas (Brahmayani,
Kaumari, Shaivi Vaisnavi and Varahi)
all- sth Century.

d. Main image of Ganesh- 4th. Century.

Narayan Temple.

Kadam Flower (The Tree was planted

much later, after the temple collapsed)

Shreedhar Vishnu temple- 778 N.S.

Shiva Mandir- 1860 B. S.

Bhavani Shanker Temple--838 N.S.

Shiva Image (mutilated)- 5th Century.

Vishvakarma Shrine- 1088 N. S.

Tulashi Moth- 1088 N.S.

. Ganesh (Marble one) Image- 1088 N. S.
11,
12.

Ramchandra Temple- 20th. Centntury.
Mana Vinayak- N.S. 750, (the image of
Ganesh 623 N.S.)

Dharati Mata— 2036 B. S. .

Bell, offered in 996 N.S.

The main temple of Baghbhairav.

Nasadya (Nrityesvara) shrine.

Main building occupied by the school.
Bhajan Pati (the image of Rama .offered
in 20th. century) ,

Indrayani Shrine (Dyo chhen)- all the
images stolen in seventees)

a. Indrayani b. Mahalaxmi

¢. Kaumari d. Vaisnavi

e. Varahi f. Brahmayani

g. Chamunda h. Shaivi

i. Ganesh

(Except Indrayani and Ganesh, all the

images were only copper maxks.)

20. Living Quarter of the Jogis (Temple-
keepers)
21. Hanuman Stambha (17/18th, century)

23.
24.
25.
26.
217.
28.
29.
30.
31
32.
33.

. Tulashi Dega-- 796 N. S.

a. Garud Narayan  b. Bhavani Shankar
¢. Vamsa Gopala d. Madhavesvara
These names described by the inscription .

attached.
Now the Dega contains the images of
of Narayana, Saraswati, Radhakrishna,

Umamahesvara and Garudnarayana.

Dharma stambha-- 2010 B. S.

Vasuki Nag- 17/18th. Century.

Nandi- 4/5 century.

Main Entrance from South.

Dafa Patis (Falecha)

Jaru Hity.

Ganesh Image (17/18 th. Century)

Entrance from East,

Entrance from West.

Ghanta Stambha (No more Ghanta)811 NS .

Hi Fa Dya

a. Wooden Torana of Asta Bhairav and
Asta Matrikas of 782 N.S.

b. Wooden Torana of 15/16th. Century

c. Stone Torana of 16/17th. Century

d. Iron Khadga 17/18th. Century

" ¢. Two figures of Hanuman- 837 N.S.

. Golden Lions (Main Entrance to the
temple)
a. Lions Gold plated in 1041 N.S.
b. Main Entrace Torana copper plated.

and offered in 815 N.S.
¢. Golden Flags offered in N.S. 1022 and
_ 1084 NS.
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Foot Notes

a. Inscription attached to the Tulashi
Dega reads: '

% A1 AT dad Li% B
g fefamar Rt oo FEE

Fafagfear = ey sAvter @@ TWGA
A HIH goAT 1)
b. Inscripiion attached to the Bhavani
Shankar temple rezds:
& wafeq - FAEg @97 s3is W55
Fow wgfuae crmentfragy o0 o A=l
EEaia AT IEIHT gy AR
SHHE 11 ,
Tiwari, Sund-rshan Rej: Tierred Temples
of Nepal (1688) P. 32.
Jarer 2war zfagw, Prachin Nepal No, 18,
Pub: Dept. of Archaeology, 2028 BS.
Shrestha, Sukra S=gar, “Three Medieval
Iuscriptions from Kathmandu® Nepalese
Culture, vol. IV, P. 57.
Joshi Hari Ram ““Kirtipurko Sthapana’’
Madhuparka Vol, VIII, No. 10 (Feb-
March 1976) P. 7.
Bajracharya Dhanavajra ‘“Madhyakalka Ek
Prakhyat Raja Shivadeva’® Contributions
to the Nepalese Studies Vol. VIII, No.
1, (Dec. 1980) P. 211
Regmi Dilli Raman  Medlieval Nepol Pt.
111, PP. 100 to 102.
ibid. Pt. IV, P. 35.
The inscription on the wall behind the
Hi Fa Dya reads:
AAIEg 1 4T vy 9T AT FOU & 11
sgearattaat - wifeew F|Y 0 eAgeg
% @Ffg Agiey fgq sfma =0 s
saTel e Ygifiwmad Alge wiAr g
LEIAT GA || FAAET 1l

(10) The inscription on the stone suppoft

(beam) of the bell reads:

(11)

(12)
(13)

(14

(15)

(16)

)
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AqrEg g7 gt T FEE oo st safisfy
STE Saq WEILHTE WS ML AqT L
o TR

The inscription on
Hanuman reads: »
off guT a0 A4y @97 s3e Al
gor  fedatfaay 0 - ggEfs a@R
wageg wfaest faa g0 1 gaasgu

Op. cit. 8, P 300.

Bajracharya D. B. and Shrestha T. B.
“Shah Kalka Abhilekh’’ Pub: CNAS,
(2037 BS) P. 379.

The inscription on the bell reads:

wfeg -0 AqRg Hag Q& AsEAE
wanaet  qwegifast o Aafe qmedTE
sfifaq S ARG FE ¢
gue gift 3¢ gt 9@ o sNFa gw o Alg
agreaTrg s5q1fT =1 {2 gay aawEg
The inscription on the flag reads:

W HAT Qo33 TANfT gy T = 3 FrAWE
ard gaAnaT it g } Thagd g s
wgsdq fegna azdlg AT I qA N

the pedestal of

The inscription on the pedestal of left lion
reads:

% A9 STHET A IA™ TH: 11 Y& FAqG
QoY q MIEAW HIEAT ~** ARSI AGFIL

FealA @ gfeqd daagmgee [REREE
U Gl
The copperplate inscription on the right

side of rear door reads:

dw@T agegea - A @A {3 @
wTeqA qFA giorar 0 faag =it 3 sarm-
®] A@AT A1 fadal wedl wam
DG AT WET Hadree T geafas
verfa gata alagify 3wy I@ar Jagq
AT SEAET 7g amr ga@ yAen
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{18) The flag inscription reads:

19)

20)

% sl R AWML gt Qogy W WIFE §
TR " SO FUTT AT A NLFN

The marble inscription affixed to southern
wall reads:

Ffagesy o © FAQUY  ATIAE AR
T5z 9§ faeT weRAr =Ny Agvefaus
wrz AT faw wgdadre guaras fagrea
argeT foufgre a9 &8 wrgeas 9a1 1 g
fa & o03¥ — AT — AT AAQI

The inscription at the temple reads:

st auaEAn H§aq w]¥ AMTATE
wawne agwifaay - nfeafad ot a=g
s fqeREaT  ASTLRED qIATadl gaoiHan
eqstadgA aeargft aw are sfasar AT
fa g nEwaFH

(21) The stone inscription attached to the

(22)

temple reads:

Y |AFA ATAN C FAG ves BT
The inscription above the image reads:
sfveg €A 33 WITAIE WA A

(23)

(24)

gezeqraifraal - o st wA faerETd
sfasar et f&T 0 n

The inscription on the entrance reads.
SaRg  gaq Glo AU AEA TAATH
yozegrfradl ot ggedfaarE A
sfimg sfiefma  faa@E®s 29T qgaT g

TGl e~

t

The inscription attached to the wall reads:
& AR ATTATA W7 HAq 0q§ HS-

- gaw fefmifadt arfeeaa sageg wifa-

(25)

qdrar AAATY ATH @1 GWGT, I
sfireg ATAW, SASAT  qrOger, WA
i<, dq NI, wHE, gty qaE @
gedt wear aqaaT aak gfsst arsr fe
A HAA FeIaT |

Masterplan for the Conservation of the
Cultural Heritage in the Kathmandu
Valley, UNESCO pub; (Ser. No. FMR/

CC/CH/71/216/ UNDP | NEP 74/ 003/);
(1977) P. 121. . "




-~ An 'Ethno-Archaeological Investigation
into Irrigation Agriculture and Water
~ Systems in Mid-Western Nepal

(Cont fiued)

~ Chapter 1: Irrigation
- Agricultyre

Introduction
In most places in the hills of Nepal
and to a lesser extent -on the Terai,

wherever there is a reasomable potential for
developing irrigation the farmers have already
made efforts to irrigate part of the potential
command area. Recent estimates (WEC, 1981,
21) suggest that farmer-operated
systems provide 93% of the hills
on the Terai.

irrigation
and 74%

Case Study of the Salkot irrigation
Canals

Introduction
The location of these canalsis within
the Surkhet district, see Fig. 2, which lies in

the Bheri zone of the mid-western regjon, 1

-Thomas M. C. Pinhorn

concentrated my work on a canal known as
Bhiyo Pade that serves about ten villages of”
which Salkot, Vidyapur and Babiyachaur
were the main ones,

The local topography is classed as.
hilly elevation ranges between 700-1400m.
Climate can be classified as  sub-tropical.
The hot months of April and May are
followed by the monsoon season from June
to August, and can be intense. The canals
1 surveyed were fed by the river Karnali
which is itself snowfed.

Irrigation Tasks

Construction/Canal Dimensions

) Groups of farmers in this area have
worked hard to
tributary

construct the main and
The and major
tributary canals are commonly constructed
of locally available materials. Their height
varies from 0.6-3.4m, width  from

canals, main

and
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0.4-1.5m. Bank constructlon of
tributary cmals was
irregularly - shaped bouldelsat
followed by

the ma]or

‘the  base

commonly of Jong;

1rregularly $ized” and shaped"

14

plantmg

Tiver boulders: The bouldels are sét -

an earthen: bank ’
Secondary trlbutary canals that run

down and along the edge of terxdccs ‘are

constructed: purely of mud, dlld are. normally .

Very Dnarrow, commonly 30em in width and
a height of 10cm. The ﬂow rate  in  this
. area is paltxcularly good. I .recorded on
the upper: mam canal ﬂows of sevelal cublc
metres per second :

Water R/ghts

An ir rlgatjon system must
slocate entitlement on rights to the water
zmong the farmers. The principle allocation
methcd | obscrved was by the
shares in the system In Babiyachaur

members . own 1/8 of ‘a
1f one farmel ‘has more

and 105
to 4 shares.

selling of
_ the
total water supply was- divided into 60 shares -
share
watec.

somchow -

than he needs. for his terraces and another has

- the

less than needed, the one farmer can’ sell
water to the other. The mouey is often used
to make improvements in the. .canal so ' that

more water could be delivered to.serve a larger

area.

It is important to note that there is no

_and
“svater

relationship between- land - O\VllBI'Shlp
water owners_hlpm thls ‘method of

" more notches of equal depth,

- are made fo1
into .

“canals.

'Ancient Nepal.

_ lead:. to collapse, see
Plate No. 1, The owamsatlonal committee
for ‘the’ main canal meet in May where ~ plans
annual ‘maintenance which is
land preparation for rice

maintain banks can’-

done prior: to

_ Generally the mamtenance is done by
small boys aoed bstween @ and 13. T often

 witnessed them- scu1r}1ng along ths banks with
clods of mud or hrge stones to

diam or
bleaks in the c:mals Occasionally Jarge
sa.le work will be contracted out to one or
more members -of the organisation. To help
with early detection: ~ of  major collapse,

usually - two - older- boys es[:;emally in the
monsoon season will ‘pairol the tributary
If they report an émergency the leader
: ‘access

fill -

will call all members regardless of
to benefits to report immediately for work.
Work may be carried out continuously

_ night and day until water flows again,

System Operation N .'

. T'observed two systems at work on
the Surkhet “canals. The first is  through
'use' of saccohos. A saccoho is a
hor1z0nta1 weir made from a log with two or
- but varying

_ widths’ cut into the top. 1t is ‘installed” in the

allocation. The principle-of water allocation by.
purchase of shares-offers both an incentive for '

,'xllocatlon of the -
-distributory cana,ls below the saccoho. is
- same as the ratio -of
. notches. . These saccoltos

canal so. that all the water ‘ﬂ0ws_ thlough the

- notches causing the flow to be divided in

the same proportions as the ratio of widths
of the notches.. The lati‘o of the water
bavtd Served by the
the
of these
used to

widths
may be

the

. divert a portion of the flow from the main

efficient use of water and a mechanism for.
expanding the arcairrigated. .
Maintenance

The critical period for wmost farmers
as 1 was able to observeis prior to and
during the monsoon season. Failure to

into the secondary canals, or they-may be used
right down to individual terrace level. These
saccohos often takes simplified form, see Plate

No. 2.
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Plate No. 2- Simple Saacho
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The second method I observed was by
distribution by contract, where the members
-of the organisation pay one or more persons
to deliver the water to all the fields, The
contractors adjust the flow through the
.communal area s0 that all the fields are
covered as adequately as possible. The
method was particularly successful in
Vidyapur where the fields are a long way
from the village.

Water distribution for wheat and maize
tends to be much less precisely regulated,
Usually the farmers decide among themselves
‘when each will irrigate his fields and then
.each farmer will be allowed to take water until
his fields are fully irrigated. Since water is
relatively scarce at the time of planting, an
appointed functionary of the organisation may
‘be in charge of distributing water so that all
-members are able to plant at least some of
their maize at optimal time.

Conflict Management
An irrigation organisation which must
distribuie a limited amount of water to many

members and which requires the co-operation
of the members for operation and maintenance
‘will inevitably experience confiicts.

Persons caught stealing are usually fined,

occasionally the organisation might exact
a public confession which is recorded in the
minute book. Since the enforcement of
sanctions (Singh pers comm) is in the hands
.of the members who benefit from the proper
adherence to the rules and who . control  the
distribution of water, there are both the

incentives and the means to enforce the rules.

Dating

Dating of the main and major tributary
canals is possible through the use of
documents. Local panchayat members

15

produced documents that date to the end of
the Rana period, relating to land use and

showed a change at that time *from Beri to

Khet land which is a good sign that. these

areas had been prepared for irrigation.

The panchayat members were able to
tell me that the middle and lower half of  the
canal was constructed in the late 1950s (Singh
pers comm). No doubt this is due to the
increasing population pressure at the time,
due to the movement down on to the fterai
with the eradication of Malaria.

Case Study of the Jumla District
Canals

Introduction

The location of these canals is within
the Jumla district, see’ “Plate 'No. 3. I
discovered three particularly interesting

canals while T worked around the town of
Jumla. The local -thpography is more
mountainous than Salkot area, though it still
comes within the hill category. The elevation
ranges between 7,200 ft. along the tila to
15,000 ft. along the lekhs either side of the
tila. The climate can be classified as
temperate~ Alpine. The area is within the dry
zone of north-west Nepal, here monsoon has
a noticeably less effect, on average Jumla
has 750mm- of precipitation annually and that
is largely through snowfall. The average
temperature  is 0-10°C, - being largely
controlied by altitude and slope angle.

Irrigation Tasks
Construction/Canal Dimenasions

The three principal canals 1 surveyed in
the area varied between 0.5 and 1.5 kilometers
in“ length. The height averaged 1.7-2m and
“the width 1.1-1.4m. '
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_T,he., three Canals were 1ndent-cal in
constr UCtIOH I iound no- ev1dence of wood 01

river boulders cing used, they were. lcugely'
constructed of sompacted mud The sides of

the camals ~were. partlcularly th1c1\ 1-2in.

Oquslonally paths ran along then tops
The tnbutaly 'canals' ShOWLd more

ev1dmce of the use of" river boulders their

boulders " occasionally nmud with sawn
tlmber These canals varied tlemendously 1
1ength from a few metres to a hundred Then

width averaged 0.3-0.75m, height varied from
0.4-0.84m. What.was intéresting about these

canals is that often they would. be lined. with~
cut 'hollow logs which overlap each other, the
longest canals run for 40m. Another 1nteres-
ting use of hollow logs was as aquaducts, ‘
see Plate No. 4. Some small canals ‘whose
source is often a spring will cros§ main canals.
in this fashion. The aquaducts can be merely

hollow logs or‘,'l‘lairg'e ‘tre¢ trunks, hollowed
out. Interestingly,’ I = observed this -same
arrangement in the Swiss valleys.
Water Rights |

" The commonest principle I observed

with the Jumla' systems was to  divide the'
water:in proportion to - the area” of Jand
irrigated- by the command area. Thus if  a
farmer has one twentieth of the irrigated land,

he is entitled to one--twentieth- of the water
in the system. Many of the smaller farmers
howeve'r conveyed to me in practice this did
not always happen, two rulmg families in_the
area w_ho were also the maJor landowners
tended:to “monopolise  the

system
shortage -of water occurred,

when

Mamtenan ce

- Generally speakmg the farmers in Jumla

do not have. such a problem with burst canal '

" he is entitled to by the allocation.

“discharging periodically - at high flow

Ancient Nepat

. banks as on the Terai. smce the . monsoon s

_._'_less mtensc There is -a .committee -in charge
..of. malntenance and snmlal auanwements are:
. 1nade as at Sa]kot though generally children
. are not 1nvolvcd I did.
_ stones would be st01ed ina. mchc of a roc.k
see Plate No. 5 or at the end of the terrace,
) ;especully for repait work. ’
bases often bemg constxucted of relatlvcly large

110tICC that often

- System Operation

T observed one principle method  of

<. distributing water, that is according to a timed

rotation. “Each farmer takes water from the
canalfor a specified length of time. The:
lengthof each. farmer’s time -is :calculated
to provide him the proportion -of ‘the flow
In some
of the systems small ‘wooden storage tanks
of ‘earth and stone exist,
collect small flows.

‘and are used to
The tank is emptied by
rate
did
area,
(water

to individual plots on & rotation basis. I
not - observe any. saccohos in the

except in connection with gutters

‘mills). Flows are commonly blocl\ed using a

combination of wood, stones and mud.
Confict Management

Conflict is very common in the Jumla
system, I have already mentioned tensions

between small and laige farmers. Officially
persons caught stea]mg water are fined, but

‘as T witnessed and was verbally told by

U.M.N. missionaries, their disputes are

'settled physwally, usually "by women. I saw

one group of women physically assualt some
army personnel stationed in’ Jumla for
diverting water into the camp. The soldiers -
were greatly shaken. '

Dating

" Local panchayat members were
able to produce any documents but

not
WEIe :




An Ethnd—Archaeological. : _ Ancient Nepal




An Ethnu—Archaeological : Ancient Nepg}

Plate No. ¢ — Aquaduct using branch logs

Plate No. 5 - Storing stones in gaps in large boulders
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able to reveal that they had certainly been
in use through this century. Interesting
local tradition tells of the canals being built
by a ‘great Mulla hero’, but the folklore
tale gives mo mors detail than this.

Pottery

I located a number of sherds in an
exposed outer bank section of cannl number
1, see Fig. 4. The sherds were well
stratified in 2 two metre section, their depths
were as follows: No. 1-0.57, No. 2-0.65, No,
3.0.74, No. 4-0.93, No. 5-1.07, No. 6-1.38,
No. 7-1.42, The section was continuous and
did not- show-any horizons.. These sherls
are the first to be recorded from the Jumla
vicinity. The sherd colour is predominantly
light-reddish-orange on both exiernal and
internal surfaces. The external and internal
margin is commonly light grey .in colour.
The pottery is hard, its fecl is slightly

rough. The feature is finely irregular between

the inclusions. Using a hand lens I was
able to identify three common inclusions,
grey transparent quartz, clear quartz and
mica. Their frcquency was moderate to high
and they were ill sorted, the size ranged from

medium to fine. The rounding was sub-
angular.
Wheel marks are much in evidence,

this suggests the use of a potters wheel for
manufacture of ihe vessels. Two plain designs
are show in numbers 3 to 6, the others are
corded. Some of the corded designs
irregular as in the case of number 1 and
77, others appears to have a more regular
design, for example, number 6. The size of
the cord used in making the design
from relatively thin, number I, to relatively
thick, number 2.

are

varies

18 _ Yoy Ancient Nepal

~There are four forms of sherd repre-
sented. One, body sherd — numbers 2, 4, 5
and 7; two neck sherds, two types can be
seen, -numbers 1 and 6, one rim sherd,
numbc;r 3.

Number 1 sherd is likely to represent
part of a storage jar. On the inside of this
sherd there are a series of testh-like marks,
these peter out as thsy go clockwise, they
may have continued in an  anti--clockwise
direction. There are also faint discontinuous
markings further down the sherd, here the
designer may have been trying out the marks.
Other than decorative thay have no obvious
purpose.

Number 6 sherd may be part of the top
of a container, its shape at the neck is almost
identical to wooden vessel forms used in the
area for carrying curd.

Number 3 sherd may originally have
been part of a drinking vessel (Lekha, 1968,
201). ’

Study of the local geology map of the
area (Canadian Land Topographical survey
geology map No. 12) and discussions with
British Museum laboratory (Freestone pers
comm) it would seem highly likely that the
pottery is from the Tatopani vicinity. As
I write this section, tests are being carried out
on the pottery to try and establish this.

T. L. dating is not possible due to the
lack of funds. Stylistically the .pottery has
been given two.date ranges 2nd-5th centuries
AD (Sharma pers comm) and 10th-14th
centuries 5D (Knox pers comm), Firm dating
of the pottery will only help to establish the
date on or after the canals were constructed.

(To be Continued)
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(Continued)

XVII. Inscription of Sanku

‘Sanku is a small town situated to the
North-Eastern extremity of the valley. The
fragmentary  inscription that I  picked
up there is engraved on a broken piece of
‘drain, heaped up pell-mell with a lot of
rubbish against a small temple of Siva.

The text formed two lines of uncertain
length; only the initial portion remains
measuring Om, 26, The characters vary
considerably in dimension from one line. to
another; those of the first line are small and
closely written; Om, 010 height, Om, 007 of
space between; those of the second are large
and well apart; Om, 014 in the height, Om, 020
of spacc between. The difference strikes
forcibly but the state of the text does not
allow one to determine if this intentional and
pre-arranged to draw the attention on the most
important part of the inscription or if the
engraver simply attempted to cover up all -the
blank space with an insufficient number of
letters. T

The date is missing but the writing

-Sylvain Levi

shows with a fair amount of precision the
epoch. The dha (twice in line 1) is clearly
rounded as in the pracasti of Samudra gupta;
beginning from the Vth century the right side

‘tends to straighten up in the fashion of a

stem, in the style of a ‘d> turned over. The
ya on the other hand (line 1) has a slow from
that is only manifested beginning from the
end of the Vth century (inscrips. of Mahana-
man, then to Lakkhamandal and to Aphsad,
key, Bubhler, Paleogr, t.IV). The form of the
‘sa’ is the one that appears in the inscriptions
of the Maukharis in. the VIth century and
which invariably figures with Amcuvarman.
In short the consonant is'not redoubled after
‘r” contrarily to the old fashion. The change
appears to date from the period of Amcuvar-
man. The inscription then appears to rank
in the first half of the VIIth Century.

Its object is a - donation, instituted
undoubtedly by an official appointed to look
after the Buddhist monuments in favour of
the religious men  of the (Maha) samghika
school. No document mentions ‘as yet the

- existence of 2’ Mahasmghika community in

Nepal. Scattered testimonijes however show
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the adepts of that School in very varied regions traveller (Mem. 1.186). It is in Patna that

in India. Two of karles inscriptions (Senart,
Ep. Ind., VIL, p. 64, No, 19, l,ﬂ}w}z and p. .71
No. 1, 3), towards the approach ;of, the 1st
and 20d centuries ‘A.ll). commemorate pious
deeds in favour of¢the <body -of ‘the Maha-
samghikas’> (pavajitana bhikhuna nikayasa
Mahasghiyana) in the mountain behind
Bombay. The inscription N. of the pillar of
the lion of Mathura (J.R.A.S. 1894, 525-540)
celebrates the bhiksu Budhila of the sarvast-
wadin school which brought to light the
Prajia of the Mahasamghikas. I have already

Fa-hien procures himself the Vinaya of the
Mahasamghikas. The preservation of the
Mahavastu in the Nepalese collection seems

_to bring another proof of the existence of the

Mahasmaghikas in Nepal, because the
work presents itself and rightly as a ‘portion
of the Vinayapitaka of the recension of the
branch of the Mahasamghikas surnamed the
lokottaravadins of the Madhyadeva’’ (1, 2, 13)
Hinen-tsang only mentions a convent of that
branch outside India proper in the country
of Bamyan (Mem., 1,37).

proposed (3. As. 1896, 2, p. 450 n) to Text

recognize in th.‘S personage the F’?_tl—k} 1. deyadharmo yam cridharmarajikamatyasu
designated by Hmen—tsg:ng as a - master o 2. samghikabhiksusamghasya .....................
the castras who composed an especial treatise ke

(Tei tchen loen) . for the use .of the school - Translation

This is the pious donation... minister

of the Mahasamghikas -and who dwelt in a
convent in Kashmir -where his memory was
still perpetuated at the time of the Chinese

of religious establishments...... the community

of mendicants (Maha) samghif(as,.

* Footnote to page™112i“Népal  Vol. lli'‘by S. Levi.
1. Deyadharma. Expression consecrated to Buddhistic donatjons. Key, Burnouf. TIstrod.,
 p-42. note; Fleet, Gupta Inscrip, p. 25, n. 5. The Brahmanic donations Teverse- the order
--of the terms "_anq..fimply ‘dharmadeya’ or ‘dharmadaya’ (sthitya). The one and the other
- expression undoubtedly imply the idea of a disinterested donation with the object.of only
obeying the law. For “dharmadeya’ ‘daya’ ‘key’ my “‘Religious Donations’”> ...... of
.Valabhi, p. :87.

*Dhérmarjikamatya’ I-do not know of any other example of this title ‘Amatya’
which literallysignifies - the high officials among whom the king chooses his councellors.
(mantrin) key:the “substantial article of the dictionary of Goldstucker, s.v., Amatya ..
“Dharmarajika’ with a:long vowel at the first syllable is a new form. The term
‘dharmarajaka’’ is applied prominently to the 84,000 pious establishments of king - Asoka.
One is sutrprised ‘to-find again in the index of the Divyavadana ed, Cowell-Neil, the
translation: edict royal on the law adopted at one time by Burnouf and rightly criticised
by st. “Julien - ngn' en Thasang. Mem. 1, 417u). The orthography employed in our
inscription 4dppears to show that ‘dharmarajika’ is a derivation of ‘dharmaraja the ‘king of
the law’ “nimely “the Buddba. The word would be properly an adjective .signifying
relative to ‘the king .of “the law. key, ‘Mhbh*’ VII, 71,1; <‘akhyanam...... sodacarjikam’”
the history- relative 1o the sixteen kings®’.

2. The fornrsamihika does not' leave room to any restitution other than (maha) samghika.
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XVII[., Irg,scnptmn of the
Chassal-ToI in Patan

This stela very mutilated stands in an
old bathing poﬁd’o'f the Chassal Tol, near an
insignificant stupa attributed to Asoka (see.
346). The inscription covers a height of about
Om, 45. The width of it is Om, 55. The average

height of the characters is about Om, 0!; the
space between the lines is Om, 015. The
orthography is in accordance with the
practice introduced by Amcuvarman; the

silent after ‘r’ is not redoubléd. The character
is obvijously the same as in the inscriptions
dated in the year 143 (Bh. 13) and 145 (Bh.
14). The inscription "at least
éxist js in prose;. it mtroduces neither any
traditional verse nor any original stanza of
appeal to the future. It is a charter of
donation; the initial protocol has disappeared
with the name of the king. The last 19 lines,
alone preserved, contain a minute description
of the limits of the domation (i-13) then the
usual - recommendations (13-18), lastly the
mention of the personal order, the name of
the royal delegate and the date (18-19)

The fixing of limits goes from North to
South, from Bast.to West and goes back to
the North; "It attests as do the other
documents of the same epoch, the flourishing
civilization of the country and the enormous
development of ecclesiastical estates. All the
lands mentioned gardens (vatika) or fields
(ksetra) belong to religious brotherhood
pancalix amd gosthi.

We do not know what distinguished :one ..

from the other. The term of pancali is not
found again to my knowledge, outside
Nepalese epigraphy. Already Bhagvanlal (note
26 on his introduction 8) has compared the

in that. which -

‘word-of the southern Pancakuleka wlth ‘that

-of the mbdern Panch he has also shown - that

the properties of the temples —are still at

« -.present.admiinistered in"Nepal- by . -committees.

named gutthi (gosthi). The village of Loprim
has a pancali and a gosthi the "pancali
possesses a garden (9) in the neighbourhood
of Dolacikhara, namely of Changu Narayan
(key. stela of Harigaon year 32, i.7) and to
the North-West of this land at a short
distance a field (10). The gosthi of Loprim. -
that appears to bear the name of Indragosthi
has a field (12) a little further to the North.
The limit of the land conceded by thz -
inscription of the year 143 (Bhag. 13) falls in
with also the properties of the gosthi of"
Loprim - (lopl1ngramagau—sth1kaksetram

i. 19 and Loprl . taksetram, 1.24). The little
we know of the gosthi by other documents ‘
scarcely allow ~us” to recognize” that which
distinguishes them from the pancalis. The
inscriptions of Pehoa, of the year 882 J. C.
that institutes a religious establishment,

entrusts the management of it gosthikas on

whom devolves the care of collecting funds
and distributing them (Buhler E. Ind., 1, 186);
another inscription dated in the reign of
Bhojadeva of Kanauj as that of Pehoa and
anterior by twenty years (862J. C.) mentions
a gosthika (Deogadh Pillar; kiselhorn, Ep.
Ind., IV, 309). Likewise a Calukya chart. of
1207 J. C. (Hultzch, Ind.-Ant. XI. 338). It
is without interest to note that the gosthi
of the temple of Narayana (1-11) bears a
number. of classification:..: the tenth gosthi
(dacamigosthi). The inscription of Nangsal
that also mentions several endowments of
gosthiin a very ~mutilated  passage has at
least preserved the name of ‘the seventh
gosthi”’ (saptamigoéthib‘humer, 1.48). The
case of “‘the gosthi of the temple of Narayana
(Narayanadevakuladacamigosthi, 1,11) of the




gosthi of Indra - (Loprimgramendragosthi,
1.12) -perhaps also of the - Camkaragosthi
(Nangsal, 48) gives room to suppose that the
‘gosthis were rather of Brahmanic religion
and the panacalis of Buddhistic religion: but
the hypothesis is stiil very hazardous.

1 take up again the mention of the
Punka pancali (1.10) of the vihara of
Puspavatika (13\ of the Maniyaksetra which is
undoubtedly 2 property of Mandeva (12).
Lastly 1 mention the ‘bridge of stone’ (Cila-
samkrana, 1.8).

The date of the inscription clearly legible
in the last line is the fifth of the fortnight of
Jyestha in the year 137. The dutaka entrusted
with the oder is bhattaraka - cri vijayadeva.
A personage of the same name figures as
dutaka in a very mutilated chart (Bhag. 14)
dated in the year 145; but he receives in it the
title of yuvaraja cri Vijayadeva heir apparent’.
A.chart anterior by two years, (Bhag. 13),
has for dutaka the bhattaraka cri Civadeva.
Bhagvanlal observes in this connection that
the epithet of bhattaraka is only given to a
king or a high priest; <‘there is no instance’’,
‘he adds, “‘in which a priest carries out the
work of a dutaka, whereas in several
circumstances the king is his own dutaka.
The alternation of bhattaraka and yuvaraja
applies, successively to the same personage
with a distance . of eight years, nullifies
successively; in 119, dutaka the rajaputra
137 the bhattaraka cri
Vijayadeva; in 143 (doubtful tens) the
Yuvaraja Cri Vijayadeva lastly in 153 the
reigning king is Jayadeva. Another indication
seems to betray a political change in the
same period. The inscription of 143 and that

Jayadeva, in

of ...... deva are dated from the Kailasakuta

like the authentic inscription of Civadeva in
119, but from a new palace, the Bhadradhi-

»ketu abandoned

authentic offspring of the
‘drmbmo over Amcuvarman whom he- omits.

22" Ancient Nepal

vasabhavana,, and the kmg of this palace
takes again the ancient title of Licchavikula—
since -the accession of
Amcuvarman and jayadeva in the inscription
of Pacupati claims . himself well as an
Licchavis by

It is a reaction or a revolution. Precxsely n
analogous political circumstances after the
name of Amcuvarman the inscriptions of
Jisnuguta show the same irresolution in the
titulary passing from bhattaraka mahara]a—crl
to bhattaraka-raja—cri and to bhattaraka-cri
to designate side by side with the usurper, the
legitimate heir to the throne (see Inscr. of -
Thankot sup. p. 104)

Text

| T daksinema...... rtavatika pa......

(etc, sec pages 116 and 117, Nepal Vol HI
by S. Levi)

Translation

(of above text)
1. ... to the south ... the garden ... (3) ......
to the South ... the garden . (4) as far as

. the west ... of Mana ... (5) in skirting ...
in the west .., a little to south to the west
of Cankara (6) to the west ..., by
going from there to the north ... the circle

(7) .. and by going to North the
great ...; by going the West by the West
by the West of the Bridge Stone ..., at the
pancali of Reta (8-12) and by going to the
north-east by going to the North~-West of the
garden of the pancali of Loprim... of the
Dolacikhara, by going to the North East by
going to the North West of the field of the
Panacali of Punka by going to the North—
West of the field of pancali of Loprim by
going to the north of the field of the Xth

of houses
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gosthi of the temple of Narayana by going to
the north of the field of gosthi of Indra of
the village of Loprim by going to the North of
field of Mana thence as far as such is the
settling of boundaries of the convent of
Puspavatika.

(12-18)... to the West to the North ... the

palaces the circles... limit of stronghold has

been conceded by us. And nobody whether
he be in a position to opposition to oppose

my gracious will or anybody else must infringe.
this wording of my will. And whosoever in
disdain of my order, would act in person or
with an intermediary, I shall not... And the
monarchs to come, remembering the gracious
concessions of previous sovereigns must
absolutely not tolerate it.

(18-19) Direct order... The royal mandatory
is here bhattaraka— cri-Vijayadeva. Year 137,
Jyestha, clear fortnight fifth tithi.

Footnote to page 117, ‘Nepal’ Vol. lll by S. Levi.

L 16. The singular kurvita has been introduced here by error or oversight. The ordinary
wording is: kuryuh karayeyr va for example, Bhag. 12, 1.17; 14, 1.13. One also finds the
singular kuryat karayed va for example, Bhag. 13.1.32; but the average optative is a rarity.
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