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A view of the fortifications at Makwanpur. See page 17.
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qugsa (Varahakshetra) 7 ' www: q ( Plate I)

A. Varahakshetra, general view. See page 27.
F. AELAAF OF T4 | o5 Q9 |

B. Varahakshetra, stray sculptures in stone. See page 28
q. qugaasr faf fomygia 1 g2 R




sTA Aqrer (Ancient Nepal) . ' waw ) (Plate II):

A stone image of Lakulisa found in the course of earth work excavation for a road near
Varahakshetra It is now kept in the pohce station at Dharan. See page 28.
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“'gxrgety (Varahakshetra) : | waF 3 (Plate ITD)

A. Budha Subba’s tomb at Vijayapur (Dharan). See page 34.
%. ga1 gearnt anrfy, faemge (aUA) 1158 3¢ )

B. Varahakshetra, a stray stone image of Varaha. See page 34. -~ .
q. augdan faor auggfa (feem) 1 g5 3¢ L




- gy Jqrer . (Ancient Nepal) o waw ¥ (Plate TV)

A. Shyaha Mohar of Maharani Indraraj ajesvari 1ssued 'to Cheje Ray and others. See Page 32.
F. WGTUAT AT USPIAT I U enfaAr A@H Tang gL v 95 IR 1




Three Early Sculptur es! in Stone from- The: Natlonal Museum,
Kathmandu ' ' ‘

By N R. Banerjee and
' BK. Rz]al '

Al Yaksha-Bodhxsattva Flgure From Hadlgaon Kathmandu

stone figure, fully carved in the round

on coarse sandstone -of. buff colour (pl.V)
is displayed in the open air-in the premises
of “the National Museum at Kathmandu.
Though fuller details are not readily available,
it is stated to have been.found in Hadigaon,
a thickly inhabited locality in the north-eas-
. tern part of Kathmandu. This area has yielded
many inscriptions of the Lichchhavis, and con-
siderable deposits of ancient occupation seem
to lie under the present habitation.

The torso, in its extant condition, measures
3ft. 1} in. in height and 1 ft. 6}in. in width. The
head as well asthe feet are broken and not avai-
Jable for study. The figure stands in sumabhanga
and carries broad shoulders upon comparatively
slender thighs and feet. The figure wears a
dhoti, almost diaphanous in character in front
but for the indication of the frontal folds,
flowing down between the thighs and legs and
held in position by means of a girdle {. mekha=
la) tied into a knot a little to the right of
the central folds. At the rear the dhoti follows
the outline of the limbs, including the  seat
and is marked decoratively by obliquely
incised grooves in groups of two, three or four.
The end (kachchha) that goes between the legs
and comes up at the rear is marked by four
folds and tucked neatly into the upper edge

_of the dhoti. The waist band is also marked
decoratively by criss—cross grooves between
two longitudinal grooves at the two'edges.

'The‘u'ttariya draped over.-the left .shoulder
as -an ekamsika -runs diagonally -across the
back and under the right arm, and the sur-
plus part-seems apparently -to be supperted by
the left -as -in the style of the colossal figure
of the Bodhisattva from Sarnath dedicated by
Friar Bala, or the colossal- figure of Bodhisattva
at the: Mathura Museum. That the drapery-
of the wttariya in folds

end sticking out at the  rear. -

- The left hand with the fist closéd and the
thumb pointing upward is held against the
waist, a little to the fore, as in the style of
the Bodhisattva figures from Mathura and
Sarnath “etc., marking a difference from. the
Yaksha figures of still earlier date.

The only ornament the figure wearsisa hura,

broken at the front, but with its ends tied at the

cear by a neatly made knot with. its plaited
ends resting against the back. This feature is
not entirely absent from the Bodhisattva
figure, though the Friar Bala figure from Sar-
nath, or the Bodhisattva figures from Katra

and Anyor (in the Mathura Museum), do not

sport any hara, and these instead have a deep
groove around the neck. It should be.noted, ho-
wever, that the hara forms an invariable . aspect
of the Yaksha or Yakshi figures. Nevertheless,
the high relief figures of Bodhisattva in Mathura,
Lucknow or Philadelphia, of the same period as

was supported on
the left hand is also indicated by a vertical

1. We are gratetfll to Shri War Krishna Shrestha,

M uselogist

National Museuin, Nepal for allowmg the

sculptures described below to be photographed and for ififormation about their findspot etc.
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the Sarnath Bodhisattva, are endowed with a
neck ornament which either assumes the shape
of a V on the chest or is arched as is normal.

The body. of ‘the figure ‘is ‘quite stout ~ and

sturdy but is more proportionate thaq-_‘the
flabbly pot-bellied figures of the Yakshas, or

even of the colossal Bodhisattva: - But - the. -
sparsely prevalent style of wearing c¢he dhoti.

(and also the saree) below the navel is anti-
cipated in this figure with a graceful ease.

The distinctive features that mark out Ya-
ksha figures in general are a rotund body with
4 -chubby face, turbanned head, disc-shaped
heavy ear-ornaments, a bejewelled hara (often
moré than one), sometimes V shaped, or many-
stranded. with multiple tasselated ends resting
over the back, armlets, a flabby protruding
belly, sometimes an uttariya, incipiently delinea-
ted, going over the left shoulder diagonally
across the body (cf the 2nd century B.C.
Yaksha in the Patna Museum), but not spilling
over the left arm or resting on the hand as
in the case of the Bodhisattva, a lower garment
(dhoti) reaching at its maximum up to the
ankle joint, with pleats of decorative folds
between the legs in front, a waist band hold-
ing the dhoti in its place with its loose ends
dangling in the centre and not on the sides as
in the case of the Bodhisattvas. Basically, how-
ever, the samabhanga stance, colossal aspect,
dhoti, uttariya, and the waist band are com-
mon to both. As deities both may hold the
amrita patra in the left hand, and bestow
abhaya with the other. The Bodhisattvas addi-
tionally have an ushmisha over the head.
Regardless of the close similarities, which have
{ed to the conclusion that the figures of the
Bodhisattvas are evolved out of the Yakshas,
there are characteristic differences which mark
out the former, registering a progress in the
quality of sculpturing and elegance of the
resultant creation. - ' .

The sculpture under consideration is singu-

‘larly unique in Nepal, being the only specimen

of the complex of Yaksha-Bodhisattva figures.

Ancient Nepal

so far known. Enough has been said above
to indicate its divergence, however slight or
insignificant, from the basic Yaksha type, and
its - proclivity towards the Bodhisattva.. The
absence of the head, as of the hands and feet,

‘makes it, however, difficult to be categorical

as to its exact typological or sectarian affinity.
The presence of the hara in particular, and
the style of tying the kanthahara at the rear
would plead for its assignment to an interme-
diate phase in chronology between the Yaksha
and Bodhisattva types.

It is difficult indeed in -the present stage
of our knowledge to account for its presence
in Nepal, especially because of its antecedents
as aiso of the existence of a yawning -gap in
style and chronological affiiliation between it
and the earliest dated sculptural piece known. '

B. A Rare Image from Nakshal,
Kathmandu

A unique sculptural fragment (pl.V1 A & B)
of sandstone, in the form of a kumbha surmou- '
nted by a large single head backed by
what appears to be the hoods of a naga in the
shape of a tan, had been found near the Char
Dhunga in the middle of the main street
at Nakshal and later removed to the National
Museum, where it is now displayed in the
open air. It measures 2 ft. | in. inheight.
The anthropomorphic face is much damaged.
The upper part of the head is entirely gone . The
tip of the long and high nose has been dama-
ged. The left eye is also damaged, but the
right eye is indicated by an incised outline. The
most peculiar, feature of the face is the pair
of ear-ornaments in the shape of knobbed
wheels of a chariot, The right hand protru-
ding from the flanged and everted rim of the
kumbha (pitcher) is holding a jewel (mani),
but the object in the left hand is damaged,
and it may be surmised that'it is a rosary of
beads (akshamala).
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~ As to its identification, no conclusive infe-
rence can be drawn in the absence of the es-
sential features of identification. Several possibi-
lites are, therefore, considered below. As figu-
res of Agastya, who is also known. as Kum-
bhayoni, are ‘tare, it would indeed be farfet-
ched to identify him with Agastya, particularly
as the assoc1atlon of snake hoods would
: preclude such a conception. ' -

Takmg the nimbus to be made of the heads
of a naga such a combmatron could “well
apply to Vishnu, who either reclmes or sits on
a seat made of the coils of Ananta Naga. The
presence of the chakra in the ears, and of the
mani in the right hand would point to the
plausibility of such an-identification . :

The absence, however, of any typical aspect
of the attributes of Siva, except the possible
akshamala in the left hand, would preclude a]so
such an 1dentxﬁcatlon wuh Siva .

The piece may, however, with -some sem-
blance of plausibility be attempted to be iden-
tified with a Naga. The survival of the cult of
Naga worship in the form of the Naga Panchami
festival in the month of Sravana would lend so-
me support to the idea. Itis wellknown that Nag-
as are delineated both zoomorphically as well as
anthropomorphically . Tn the latter case, the
lower part of the body often remains embedded
in the waters of the lower region, and the
upper part shown as a human figure backed
by the outspread hoods of the naga is
left exposed. This is done, as has becn
thought, to indicate and emphasize the dual
aspects of the Naga cult. It is however inte-
resting to note that the Vishnudharmottara pres-
cribes the Naga (Ananta) figure to be carved
with four hands, carrying a lotus and a pestle
in the right, and a ploughshare and conch

shell in the left, recalling Balarama, who was o

an incarnation. of Ananta who is after all

R

identified -or associated - with .Vishnu . himself.
Hemadri, quoting from Mayasamhita, prescribed
two -tongues, seven hoods with jewels, and

akshasutras held . in the hands with a curling

tail for the Naga figure.

In the present instance seven hoods canbe
accommodated in the nimbus. The mani can
be traced in the rrght hand,. and the . ak.sha—
sutra in the left hand. The tall is perhaps repla-
ced by the kumbha or pot, as the ﬁgure was
probably intended for worship in a duly ins-
talled shrine and the kumbha—shaped vase
casily lent itself to a firm installation. The
probability. of this an identification of the piece is
merely suggested  in the absence of corrobo-
rative evidence and not at all emphasrzed

If on the contrary the circle or nimbus
were to represent a lotus, the sculpture mlght
point to different drrectrons in regdrd to 1den
tification .

As to the date, we are again in difficulties.
The dimmed features of the face are the only
evidence to go by. The chubby face, with
well-proportioned form or outlines, the thick
lips, and the sculpturing in the round would
indicate considerable progress in sculptural art
from the rudimentary stages of early endea-
vours. The absence of antecedents or parallel
examples in Nepal or elsewhere com-
plicates the task. To hazard a date with any
expectation of near-accuracy would be braving
a risk. Neévertheless, we would assign this piece
tentativcly to an intermediate stage in chrono-
logy between the Yaksha-Bodhisattva figure
described above and the earliest dated (A.D.467)
sculptural panel of Vishnu Vikranta from La-
jimpat, in view of its developmental form.

C.Uma-Mahesvara at Siku Bahi (Patan)

_ The recent discoveryl of an inscribed

‘sculptural panel of Uma-Mahesvara in sand-

i. It was discovered on the 12th July 1968 by Shri B.K. Rual It has been notlced n the Gorkha Patra

of the 27th July (Sravana 12, 2025 V.S)).
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stone” ‘at Lalitpur ' (Patan) has lent fu'rt'her
support to the view tentatively set forth -

the first number of this journal  about the
early ‘evolution of the cult and image ‘of _the
twin deities in Nepall The panel is stan-
ding to the right {east) of the road leading
from Lalitpur to the bridge accross the- Bag
‘mati’ at Sankhamula in the locality known as
Siku Bahi. Ii is situated about 150" yards to
the south of the Sankhamula Ghat, 300 yards
to west of the JVagat Narayana temple, and
a little to the north of the Chamunda temple.

"The stele with the figures carved on its face
in nearly full relief is damaged at‘the top and
the broken outline of the panel has been madé
up with cement and lime to provide a- conical
backdrop. The extant portion of the panel
measures 2 ft. 6 in. in lengthand 2 ft. 3 in. in
height. The stone employed is yellowish grey in
colour and is marked sparsely by reddish
spots (pl. VII'A).

The sculpture is further distinguished by the
inscription engraved on the pedestal, which
is part'and parcel of the carved slab. Only
the topmost line of the seven-lined Purva-
Lichchavi inscription was first noticed. and the
remaining six lines were exposed to view by the
excavation of the base. The inscription is dated
in the .year 495 which works out to A.D. 573.

- Ancient Nepal
Itthus féprésents'_the "earlie's“t_' inscribed image
of Uma-Mahesvara 3o far known in Nepal. -

The earliest inscﬁbed- and‘ dated image in
Nepal is the - Lajimpat panel of Vishnu-

‘Vaikrantamurti2 dated to the year 389 working
out to A.D. 467 -

" The inscription recently found at Siku Baki
(pls.VII B & VIII) is damaged at several places.
Nevertheless it is possible toread it satisfactorily.3

Tt refers in the third line to the installation
(sthapita) of earthen (clay or terracotta) ima-,
ges of the Mothers by some one of an unknown
gotra, their damage in course of time and about
thoughts of restoration and repairs in t;he fourth
fourth line ( piatz.samskaraknya chmtzta) by Babh-
ruvarma, and to the making of a stony (sailyah)
image, in the last line, by Desa Bhattarika,
mother of the nephew, Desavarma, of Ba-
bhruvarma. It is clear therefore that the earlier
clay or terracotta image with or without
the shrine ever it wunderwent some damage
after its primary installation, necessitating a
later repair, or restoration of the image or
construction of the shrine in stene.

The time-lag between the two events could
not have been more than 25 years, as it hap-
pened in the lifetime of Desavarma, nephew
(bhratusputra) of Babhruvarma,4 after the lat-
ter had expired (fasyaiva kalagatsya).

1. NR Banerjee, ‘A Note on the Iconography of Uma-Mahesvara in Nepal’, Ancient Nepal, No. 1.

This panel was housed for a long time in the ceniral hall of the Bir-Pustakalaya (Trichandra Coliegs
Building), Kathmandu. But it has recently been shifted to the National Museum at Kathmandu, where
inscription and date, is even new
standing in the midst of a field at Tilganga on the eastern bank of the Bagmati, opposite the Pasupati

the text of the inscription with a translation in Nepali was publi-
shed by the Purnima, Vol.17,pp.76-79. The photograph of the estampage, as made by Shri Hem Raj Sakya
Epigraphist of the Department, is being published here for the convenience of readers. The prior pub-

2.
it may be seen. A later replica of it, but carryving the identical
templé at Deo Patan,

3. As the matter was going to press,
lication in the Purnima makes it helpful to all concerned.

4

. Several diversely damaged iascriptions of Ganadeva have been found earlier. But the one at Balambu

of the year 482, mentions a person as ‘Ba-Varma’, serving as the messenger (dutaka) as published in
Purnima, Vol, 10. p.4. It can now perhaps be conceded that the dfuaka Ba-Varma of the Balambu
inscription may well have been Babhruvarma and identifiable with Babhtuvarma of the Siku Bahi ins-
cription. If so, Babhruvarma of the Siku Bahi inscription would have held a highly respectable and powerful
position in the governmental hierarchy. 1t would also indicate that Babhruvarma was alive in the year
482, but dead before the year 495, ’ ' ' '



grehe famrgfa (Barly Sculpture)

gaw Y (Plate V)

A. Stone figure of Yaksha-Bodhisattva (National
Museum, Nepal). See pages 37 & 38.

F. 78— Siftmeadr gia (afsea dugrem, )
g% 39 T35 |

B. Rear view of Yaksha-Bodhisattva (National
Museum, Nepal). See Pages 37 & 38. ‘
q. qg-dfreas qf (ufige d@ngem, Jar)
q55 30 T3s. | '




g Yot (Ancient Nepal)

B. Naga (?) on ghara (National
..Nepal), near view. See, pages. 38 &.39.
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Museum,

s § (Plate Vi)

A.Naga (?)on ghata (‘Nationa]'Museu-fn, Nepal).

See pages 38 & 39...
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gqriR faoengia (Early Sculpture) ' - . g@%F.v-(Plate VID)

A. ‘_Uma— Mahesvara Stone panel in Siku Bahi, Lalitpur. See pages 39 & 34.
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B. The inscribed pedestal oﬁ the Uma~ Mahesval;a panel at Siku Bahi, Lalitpur. See pages 40 & 34.
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gt Jqre (Ancient Nepal)
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panel at Siku Bahi
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. At the earliest, therefore, the. older clay

panel could be datedto circa A.D. 550, shortly

before the reign of Ganadeva (560-67 A.D.)

1. Siva’is  shown in the panel as' seéated in
sukhasana,: in samabhanga (eréct) posture,
and is looking frontally. It is rather unfor-
tunate that - the face has been damaged.
Though he should be carrying the Jjatabhara,
the hedagear is to be made out, but the
outlines of the eyes are easily traceable.
The nose -is- completely damaged. Though
not very. distinct, probably the right ear - has
the sarpa-kundala resting over the shoulder.
The face is robustly rotund as is cha-
racteristic of - early sculpturing: - There
are at least two kanthaharas round the neck.

‘The figure is strikingly two-handed. The
right arm is folded at the elbow to facilitate
the holding of a mani in the hand before
the thigh. The left elbow rests.on the shoulder
or:back of Uma and holds a flower.

" The right leg is folded at the knee and
the foot is planted, rather crudely, on plain
rock, in a niche especially cut to accommo-
date it. The left leg is folded beneath the seat.
The udarabandha of Siva is a modern accre-
iton, being done up wistfully in cement.

Siva wears a dhoti, held together at the
waist by a double-lined mekhala.

The medhra is in urddhvarteas aspect, recall-
ing the imagery of Kalidasa invoked in
the Malavikagnimitram.l

This itself would be indicative of its early
date and bring this piece into the same class
as that of the Siva figures of the Uma-Ma-
hesvara panel in Dugahit at Sankhu
and at Ganchanani (Lalitpur).2 The dhoti is
marked with decorative lines, as became a

common ‘practice’ in the ' sculptures -from ~the
seventh -century onwards:: The beginnings of
the decorative drapery-can, therefore, be tra-
ced back to this image.- It is not ‘clear- 1f Siva
was provided with" any uttarzya

It may be mentloned in passmg that part of
the right arm has also been done - up. crude]y
in hme—_cer__nent mortar,

The figure of Uma is to the proper left of
Siva, overlapping the figure of the eoﬁsor-t
only slightly at ‘the rtear. She - deci-
dedly in atibhanga posture, and is almost leaning
against the left arm and knee of Siva, which
gently serve as props to her supple body.

' The face of Uma is completely damaged,
She is sitting sideways on her haunches on the
bare rock, supporting herself partially on the
right hand firmly planted on the base,
with the ends of her uttaripa serving as
cushlon The left arm is stretched forward
and is supported upon the left knee. Being*
damaged the entire length of the arm has
been patched up in lime—cement mortar. The
lower garment is not especially mdlcated, but
the folds in front stretch forward along the
contours of the legs. The breasts are not plump,
but are realisticallly executed, with their pro-
clivities following the posture of the body. As
in the case of Siva, the wdarabandha is a
modern acceretion.

The plumpness of the figures, the some-
what stunted hands and legs (in the case of
Siva), the complete absence of the attendant
figures on the sides, and presumably in the
upper parts of the stele as well, the delinea-
tion of the figure of Siva with two arms, the
crudenes and imbalance of the niche for Siva’s
right foot, and the absence of either the tiger-

1. Banerjee, Ancient Nepal, No. 1, p. 28.
2. Ibid., pp. 26, 28; pls. X A and X B.
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skin .ot - cushion " -seat ‘are ample indications
of the. ‘early date--of . the sculpture.
Itis also, considéred .that the stele- at the
Chamunda temple has the. figure of Kumara
in it, but it has practically -no. prabhamandaia
whereas in this case, it was very much there
though it is difficult to be categorical about
the ﬁgures ‘that may haVe been carved on the
prabhamandala since it is” broken and- gone.
Nevertheless, the faint traces of incised designs
at the rear of both Siva and Uma would
probably indicate the delmeatron of the pea-
cock. of Kumara though it is again a. matter
of surmise, whlch alas,. cannot be emphasued

The, practice. of - delineating the presence of
Kumara either by vhe Kumara figure, with or
without. the peacock or merely by the peacock
had been the vogue in Nepal as exemplified
in several specimens, the earliest of which would
go'back to the sixth century (vide the - Kumara-
$ambhava panels of Naghaltole or Bangemudha
in Kathmandu)

In the order of ‘evolution the panel at the
Chamunda templé would still occupy an earli-
er place, as possibly the headless panel now
in the premises of the Bhandarkhal to the
east of Mulchowk in the Durbar Square at

Lalitpur . This is inferred particularly from the
emergence of decorative patterns on the lower
drapery of Siva, and the general confor-
mity of the posture of the two figures in all
later specimens. It may not be out of place
to mention that the urddhvavaretas aspect of
Siva would draw it closer to the Sankhu

R

I. As regards the identification of the figure tentativery proposed as a Mairika by the learned edltOls of the
- .inscription we find it difflcult to concede that the figure on the proper right is female,

- Ancient. Nepadl

Dugahiti panel, as ‘already. suggested above
and which- has been tentatlvely "dated to the
seventh .century A .D.

Thus it forms an essentlal link in the
chain of sculptural evolution in Nepal and
pin-points the beginning of a - characteristic style
in image making that developed in Nepal with
a distinction. - - -

With a view to anticipating and forestall-
ing any objections that might be raised agai-
nst the proposed identification of the figures
as of - Uma-Mahesvara in view - of the
absence of - any :unmistakable features like
the frinetra, trident, bull (Nandi), Kumara,
Ganesa, or the absence of two additional hands,
it may be pointed out that the proposed
identification has been made on. the basis
of a plausible surmise, taking into

.considerdtion the conformity of the compositi-

on to decidedly Siva-Parvati or Uma—-Mahes-
vara images of later or earlier periods, the
presence of the sarpakundala in the right ear
of Siva, and above all of the delineation of
the wurddhvaretas aspect of Siva.l The inscrip-
tion no doubt refers to the donors as Paramabha-
gavata, as indicative of adherence to the cult
of Vishnu. It is well known that the Lichchh-
avis, during whose rule the image was installed,
like their Indian contemporaries, the Guptas,
were very catholic in their religious outlook and
equally tolerant of other sects and cults, inclu-
ding the worship of Siva. Hence there would
not be any bar to their patronge to Saivism,

simply because of

the absenceof the breasts on the one hand and the presencc of the medhara in uddhvaretas position on

the other. It. should,
mdlcated above

therefore, be identified as Siva and Parvati (Uma-Mahesvara) tegether as amply

.1t should be emphasrzed at this point that the panel as it is cannot be held as a tepresentation of Matrika,

because one of them is Clearly a male (and Siva for that matter), in alingang as is

permissible in the case

ofa wedded couple Such a posture of alingana between two females, both suggesting an attitude of nestling to—

wards each other, as in this case, is quaint and rather unknown!

If this panel were to be a representation of

Matrika though hltherto not reported from Nepal, we should conc“de the possiblity of finding the' collateral
members of the composition in the neighbourhood, and of many other such specrmem elbewhere.
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or to Buddhism for that matter, of which we
"have ample evidence. -This is also indicated
by theappelation Paramadharmika in respect

of Babhruvarma .in the fourth line, of.nitya--

dharmabhiratachetaska in respect of Desavarma

his. mother, Desa Rhattarlka in the sixth lme,
respectlvely P - S

" The teference of -the * replacement  of - the
damaged clay or terracotta figures by those of
‘stone would also. establish the prevalence of
the older practice of erecting images in- clay
or terracotta: The preference for stone implied
in the work would have been prompted by
the desire -for imparting a longer duration to
the imiages.. This would. also. presuppose the
existence of a flourishing art of modelling in
clay side by side with carving in stone till at
least the end of the 6th century A.D., and it is
indeed a pity that the older image installed at
the confluence of the Bagmati-and Manimati
as stated in the inscription (second line) or the
others, in view of the plural form of 'q-rqoh‘
both of stone as well as terracotta (or -clay),
have not yet been found!

An examination of the Silpa Sastra texts does
not support identification of the figures with
any known form of ﬁ‘[ﬁ;ﬂ{[, particularly in comb-
ination with the consort. It conforms, on the
contrary more to the general style of the
Uma-Mahesvara images (to an extent) inclu-
ding.the sifass and. ELIEIES) forms as indic-
ated in the frowafay, freawer and siydamw,
respectively, quoted below, regardless of the fact
that the last two are southern texts of much
‘later date than the sculpture in question.

Excerpts from the relevant parts of the texts
mentioned above are quoted below, and their
significance is clear in each case.

ELICEECES | CE

T efed argant feeaefo |
feaifor fageit ¥ - qveat: grataT

A g e e e

in the fifth line, and dharmistha in’ respect “of -

— fasraaia T gmr

mfagaqfa

qRd WFEG [T T .
an avgvm aa"r ar..-,..::..mf&ﬁm i,

: —mmw

aqtafgergfa :

RLk '%amma T A, |

fFaardt3 ferdidor aatﬁ'("mfa?r fag :

— fereqTea:
As regards the Matrika figures, wrgu@agy,
which is not very far removed in point of time

from the composite panel in question prescribes
as follows:-

Argradigia:
qeq 3T ATEY TAT qENUEREAR

Tgaa fy a=afrgugamt o

It describes nrgsaQ) in the following words:

AREdl gureer fagaaaiflr |
wgtfegaeraT sear SFEafageo

fawgstar describes wRead as  follows:

RYEQ AEeST g FaTAr AT o
LAATGISACISET TAAT FIGETET |
YEAST AT I YA TATF AT |

AT AR G g9 AFST N



A Eulogy on the - Great Klng Prlthvmarayan Shiah
' "By C. R. Swammathan

arrfa‘crmmﬁi‘atatrm‘f EUSEIER
AwrmafaAf . A w@d g qwmir o

So says Dandin in his Kavyadarsa. “The
figure of - the fame of ancient kings; having
got reflected in the mirror of belles lettres
continues to maintain the image even after
those kings are no more alive.” Great perso-
nalities, particularly benevolent rulers of the
past have attained immortality through the ma-
gic touch of the poetic muse. One such persona-
lity in the history of Nepal is that of Prithvi-
narayai Shah, founder of the present ruling
dynasty of Nepal and the great unifier of
this Himalayan couniry. Mauy acontemporary
‘and later poet has sung - the glories of the
‘life of this adventurous- Gorkha -leader "and
many a story is current even to- this day
centring around his dynamic  personality.
Prithvindra-varnanodaya-is a poem in eulogy of
the great leader of men written by a contem-
porary poet Lalitavallabha - Kavi.

A manusc:fipt’ of this work is preserved in
‘the National Archives of Nepal at Kathman-
du, bearing the number 1_195 (formerly of
the Bir Pustakalaya). It represents the entire
text comprising 102 verses divided into three
chapters besides a post-script. Thete is every
reason to believe that the manuscript under
discussion is the original one written by the
poet’s own hand and submitted to the king for
perusal. The other work of the same author
on the conquest of Bhaktapur by Prithvinarayan
Shah, entitled ““Bhaktarijaya Kavya’ has alrea-
dy been published!. The post-script appen-
ded to the manuscript under discussion states
that the author was disappointed when he
first presented the poem to the king for the

-quite probable

latter, pressed for time, was scarcely -able to
more than run his eyes over its pages. It is
that Lalitavallabha -. resub-
mitted- it to the: monarch: along which - the
post-script. which records his frustration . as

follows :—:_ )

"._(t Ja. s T o st

§ 1oy (emamfg) wewfawa q%ﬁ:ﬁwa‘ﬁw
aa @y fa ..., Fagwer wng famr

© Y WFFWIAFAE () gAY g1 9 N

‘In these lines the poet clearly states that

‘he ‘had composed Bhaktavijaya and Prithvindra
-Varnanodaya in  praise of the king,

since
his poetic talents were inspired by the qua-
lities . of the mionarch to undertake the endea-
vour. Both of these works were presented to
him in the hope that they would claim  his
attention, and even perusal. « '

The fact that they were only looked at
and were not heard (read) caused him conSI-
derable mental anguish.

He further states that there is nothing to
compare with the frustration a poet feels
when his composition is not appreciated :~

Fad: afearead aREfAET aayg wWww: )
wfagraafacead aqd=-a @ @fT W@

“Fire can be put out by waters and the
burning hunger can be quenched by a quick
supply of food. The fire of futility of one’s
poetic efforts cannot be put out either by
water or by feod.”

It is quite probable that, soon after capturing
power. from the three local monarchs of Kan-

1. S. No. 27 of Gorkha Granthamala, V.S. 2009, with Sanskrit commentary by Yogi Naraharinath.
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tipur, Bhaktapur and Patan, respectively, ‘the
unifier became very busy in settling down and
establishing his sway over the new territories
and ‘consolidating his position and - naturally
perhaps he could not spare as much time as
the author would have desired for such works
of leisure as poetry. It is also  probable that a
dynamic warrior like Prithvinarayan Shah could
hardly find the leisure to listen to inclination
and platitudes or put up with sycophancy. Or it
may be that the king who had a refined taste for
things of value did nothave the patience orframe
of, mmd to suffer the prosalc and stereotyped
ﬂattery of a court poet. Though it is not po-
sstble to be definite as to why the poetical
works of Lahtavaﬂabha failed to conceive ade-
quate attentlon from the king, it may be stated
at once that none of the above conjectures
are meant to’ be fittle the literary talents of
the poet in" the €yes of the readers . As a
matter of fact, both in the Bhaktavijaya and
Prithvindra- Varnanodaya, there are pumerous
instances where the author’s . unagery, ablhty
of 1deas and thoughts and capacity for artistic
expr‘essron dre fully revealed, and some of
these are dealt .with.below, :

" That Prlthvmarayan Shah as’ “an mtrepld
soldler and an astute polmclan did ‘not care
for the mcetles of “life “is “evident from ‘the
1nscr1ptlon at'the ‘entrance of the’ Vasantapur
palace whrch reads as follows: L

Ten: b AN t‘aﬁu faﬁr atvﬁwraamfam

 FEEATIIAATY - sfafeaaadt TAGEHEO. .

ZA oA fgeaRg sieaEEEY At

m’tmzmsﬁ rvmfa Fﬁmrﬁwaﬂw 1

He was not llke so many other rulers whol'

took life easy by 1ndulgence in gambllng, women

or- Just relaxation. If one rec\ds the post—scrlpt‘
.the background_-

of . Lalztavallabha, . bearmg
outhned above “in, mind can appreciate the
fate of the works dedlcated ‘to_the king and
sympathise . . with. the poet S . frustratron
expressed in it in undertone

The poem under consideration. consists of

102 verses .and . an addltlonal verse 1n the form_

¥

of a colophon as against- 108 verses inthe
Bhal\tavyaya Kavya It is divided into three
chapters, the first being “Sakala Ripukala
Dhvamsana” or “The Vanquishing of All
Enemy Groups”, consisting of 70 verses.
The first 21 verses deal with the ancestry and

birth of Prithvinarayan Shah and * his
four brothers; ‘and his -ascendency to the
throne of ‘Gorkha on the demise of

his* father, Narabhupala' Shah. The latter
is described as a powerful but very pious
monarch devoted to Mother Goddess, He ascen-
ded the throne when he was still a boy due to
the untrmely demise of his’ father, Birabhadra
Shah and the old age  of" his grandfather
Prlthv1pat1 Shah. His munificience to the poor
and the" needy is speclaliy pralsed by the poet
m the followmg lmes

uaearrggfa srrq'fa qwiqﬁ fwrm
rrar Wm zj;(ﬂtmmm&% n -
. (Verse II)

There is a reference to the:siipefnatural
powers of this king with which he wasable to cu-
re, dumbness ‘and Ieprosy ThlS has s been *
stated in the Narabhupala stotra’ (Natnonal
Archrves MS No {—‘g -131) almostrn srmrlar

terms by Jaganmvasa Kaw

vrancmg rr@w mwﬂgﬁarsm
(Lalztavallabha Verse—)

Wﬁmmwmﬁmﬁw

A R AR AT O '

A g Fnie ag froawe %amf'a'_':‘f

- ST »qam”rafw Fufr gm0
( Jagannivasa Véise I )

| Thls Jagannlvasa clalms to be the d1sc1p1e
of (Jokula Vl]asa s elder brother (vﬁgaﬁmwr-

sroreey FraTSEe: )

, Gokula Vilasa was the preceptor of Nara-
bhup a _Shah for 1n1t1aung the latter in - the
Mantra Sastra ~according to’ " Lalitavallabha,
So t can be concluded that Jaganmvasa Kaw
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was @ younger contemporary ofE,lSarabhupala

was blcssed wrth a son who was destmed to
plqy a. decmvely srgmﬁcant role m hlstory m
the days.to come; T
the. popular behef that God NarayanalHrmself
was _bhorn: as Pr1thvrnarayan Shah. - He con:
tinues: this metaphor throughout the poem and
it s rurther extended to 1ndent}fy his four
brethers wrth the four lepalas or. Lords of
the Quarters Uddama Krrtl Shah is. descrrbed
as the Avatar of Indra Dalamardaua Shah
that of Yama; Dalajit Shah as the incarnation
of Varuua-and :Surapratapa Shah-as- that -.of
Kubera. vThe - poet-- also.- devotes the entrre
second chapter for comparmg Prlthvmarayan )
achievements to those of the ten incarnations

_ throne at the dem1se of hrsfather and began wrth

a determmatron to umte the numerous s all'

kmgdoms of the Hrmalayan reglon under h1s
sway. For this he made elaborate preparatrons
for some -years. (7 .years . accordmg to. some
hrstorrans) and it was 1n 1749 ‘that he’ atin-
ched himself upon ‘an' expedition towards
Nuwakot.: In spite .of the strong resistance
offered, by Jayaprakash Malla of Kantrpur he
succeceded in capturmg the fort of Nuwakot
and estabhshed himself there by consttucting
a palace It was here that his -two -sons
Pratapa Singha Shah and Bahadur Shah were
born . The, poet remembers to describe the
new—boru prmce as the human incafnation

of the kaustubha jewel which' is mseparable'

from the chest of Narayana

_Yv,

Prrthvmarayan Shah’s first attempt to cap-

ture Kantipur skrpped over by the poet by
merely saying that he could sow seeds

of dissension among the triumvirate of Kanti-

o sivAmeient :Nepal

piir,  Ealitpur.and: Bhaktapur . Suspeeting .that
Mukandd: - Sen..» ¢ King: +of : rMalﬁwanP‘qT)a
though:: a brothes—in-law .-of :his - has - some
allegiange to: the :Malla- . rulers:.ef.. Nep:
Prithvinarayan Shah: attacked and vanquished
Bikram: - Sena; the king: of- Makwanpur .and
held hnn captrve along with- his family- -

arﬁw—cr mr rafasﬁml ?rqrarqarfrararr :
m«araﬁm g@ﬁﬂfgﬂ Ty fg, t‘ara-amr :

( Verse

- _The story goes that Prrthvmarayan S_ \
pmvo,ked to attack Makwanpur because Jhis
brothe.—m law Brkram Sena had turned down
wrth cpntempt hrs reguest for supply of an
elephant The poet though not openly suppor~
tmg thrs tradltron, makes a sarcastrc reference

terrrtory of Makwanpur, he was gettrng hun—
dreds of hrgh class elephants every year T

e g mearwmﬁﬁ@r
srrarr’t srfaamﬁar mm«rﬁw JHT: .
. (Verse )

The annexation “of - Makwaupur brought
Prithvinarayan . Shah for _the. first time. in
dlrect confrontatlon wrth the polrtrcal powers .in
Indra The poet refers to the mterventlon of
amran g+ .Or Mir Qaslm who _came with
a large army to re-capture Makwanpur but
was thoroughly defeated by the Gorkha army.
After “‘consolidating  “his “‘position “in ' the
Makwanpur -area and exhilariting his ‘prowess
in -bringihg - about .the -discomfiture of - ‘the
powerful Mir Qasim Prlthvmarayan Shah once
agam turned his attention towards the- valley
He captured Kirtipur as a first step. ‘Even-
whern he: reached Kirtipur ‘and ruthlessly des:
troyed his' enemies, the three” kings of - the:
Kathmandu valley- became pamcky “Father
Gurseppe describes it - almost in similar - Tine'
when he says -“The merciless attack of Kiritpur’
struck terror in others: and none- daréd to’
incur the wrath of the Grokha chief™.

The poet narrates’ - that Prrthvmarayan
Shah offered” prayers to the local “deities “like’
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Gokarneswara, Sikhara Yogim, Vajya Yogina,
Guhyesvari, and Pasupati etc. before embar-
king vpon the attack on Kantipur. For the

first time in Nepal, he used the gun in warfare
in this compaign. It is said’thaf; hé* obtained =~

some of the modern weapons of warfare
from * his father-in-law  Abhiman:: Sifgh,” a
Rajput cheiftain at Banaras, before he launched

his second attack on Kantipur. The poet refers’

to! the -guns in’ his -own language -as-sfwRGIA-
st The fact: that +it-produced both:fire and
a loud feport, confitms that the term is used
to mean’ the" gun ~Later also, whenever he
refers to this a-gazga he' mentions the enormous
norse Jt created When the" c1ty was under
srege Jayaprakasa Malla, in ‘order to avoid
the fate that befell the king “of- Makwanpur,
escaped in’ the darkness of nlght under dlsgulse
Hearing this news, ‘the king’ of Lalitpur; “Teja
Malla followed suit and both of them secretly
took refuge with Ranajlt Malla of Bhaktapur:
Informed of this by his spies, Prithvinarayana
Shah dccrded to invest Bhaktapu1 so thatall the
three ad versaries could bedealt with at once.After
his triumph’ in the resuitant campaign, Prithvi~
narayan Shah entered the city and took both
the rulers of Bhaktapur and Lalitpur as captives,
Jayaprakasha Malla ‘of Kathmandu having
laid down his life in battle, Ranajit' Malla of
Bhaktapur expressed his desire to spend the rest.
of his life in'meditation at Varanasi, which was
readily granted just as Mahabali was allowed to
stay in patala after his discomfiture by Vrshnu

§ AR g ggdi aqfa-
AL . '
fafrgarad fragrssifoy Fel STqaREAESFH:
A1 gfeaaremEen W armad A=y sramgsr.
sifa n

With the treasuries and riches ofthe newly

¥ -

annexed territory of Bhaktapur Prithvinarayana
Shah proceeded to preform yagjnasin which he
offered liberal gifts in propitiation of gods,
sages and manes . '

The rest of the” poem consists of poetlc

. pralse of the king and is not very important
" from the ‘historical point of view. From the

sketchy historical material available in the first
chapter of this work, it becomes obvious that
the poet has handléd ‘the:{hiéme not from the
point of view of a historian but as a mere
¢ourt: poet. -But one glaring omission. has:how-
ever, fo 'be taken note of. Tradltron has it
that :Prithvinarayan Shah -was able to. seize
Kantipur_practically.. w;thout_ eneo_unt_errngﬁ any
resistance!, It is said -that it ‘was on the Indra-
jatra day: that the Gorkha ruler arrived . at
Kathmandu and he straight went to the
Hanuman Dhokha where the Kumari. Puja was
being celebrated. It is -also said that he Just
went and sat on the pedestal which was meant
for the Malla king; and the Kumari. (supposed
to be incarnation of the Goddess) applied
the traditional tilaka on his forhead unwitti_ngl_'y;
taking him -for the - Malla king. This
incident, apart from its dramatic 1mport con-
firmed: the victory of the Gorkhas over the
Mallas; and in a way prepared the popular
minds_sentimentally. to -accept the. suzerainty
of Prithvinarayana Shah. Itis curiously interest-
ing to note that Lalitavallabha’s narrative is
conspicuously silent on this matter. Normally he
would not have missed to mention it, particularly
in view of its dramatic impact and religious
aspects, if he had been at all aware of such an
incident. The authenticity of this story requires
therefore to be re-examined in the light ofiits
significant omission by Lalitavallabha.2

The poetic merits -of the work will be dealt
with in a subsequent issue.

1. “An Account of thc Kingdom of Nepal''- vide Asiatic researches vol.IIl; P.307 ff.

g

Ibid.

3. “Prithvinarayan almost walked into Kathmandu due to the Indrajatra in which the Nepalese were sunk”,
Vide 8. Levi: Le Nepal, £.272. )

4. The dramatic as well as political 1mpact not to speak of the relxgrous of this incident is unmista-
kable. No one, not particularly. a poet who had set himself to the task of chronicling these achievements of

" tae hero could be expected to miss the point. It may, therefore be considered if the popurarly belie=

ved account of the truimph of Prithvinarayan Shah was a later interpolation” ‘{dto tradition.



Hmdulsm and Buddhlsm in Nepal

By Prof. G. C Shtzstrz “ S |

Introduction

Tli'e two principal religions Buddhism and

Hinduism coexist in Nepal, and in visible form

this idea is conveyed unmistakably by many
syncretic images like those of Harihara, Lak-
shmi-Narayana etc. Tn fact the two religions
have merged into one another, emphasizing the
basic character of older and parental faith, viz;,

Hmdulsm commonly called the Brahmanical
relxglon among academic circles. This arose
out ‘of the innate spirit of tolerance of one
another’s point of view that permeates the life
6fv the Nepalese folks. It is, therefore, easy to
understand the practice of animal sacrifices and
the ceremony of Sraddha performed by the Bud-
dhists living promiscuously in the midst of the
Hindus. It is also to be noted with interest
that the language of the Buddhist texts like
Prajnaparamita and Sadhanamala is Sanskrit
and not Pali as is the case¢ with the earlier.
Buddhist literature. The Buddhist society is’
divided into several castes like the community
of the Hindus. The infusion of Tantricism
brought in the practice of animal sacrifices in
the Buddhist fold, bringing it still nearer to
Hinduism. It also introduced a sense of equa-
lity among its followers and brought about
some relaxation of restrictions in the field of
morals as well as the dismissal of untouchability.

It was the cult of Vajrayana that marked.

a synthesis between the two sister cults of
Saiva and Buddhists deities. The equation of
the deities is writ large across the eniire range

of the royal charters, decrees and agreements -
issued throughout the wide expanse of history.

" A coppér plate agreemént of Pratapa Malla
and Srinivasa Malla announcing eternal friend-
ship between them invokes a diverse. ensemble
of deities comprising Taleju,, Guhyesvari, Pasu-
patinatha, Karunamaya, Machchhendranatha
and Harisiddhi, respectively, encompassing the
gods of Buddhists and Hindus alike. Slmllarly
an agreement between Yogendra Malla and
Jitamitra Malla invokes Pasupati, Guhyesvarl,
Karunamaya Garuda-Narayana of Changu-Na-
rayana, Vajrayogini and Harisiddhi, respectively.
The coins of Yoga Narendra Malla bear the
names of Karunamaya and Lokantha, rescepti-
vely, both representing Machchhendranath._
The coins bear Buddhist and Hindu déities:
also. The name of Lokanatha,, a Buddhist
deity occurs on the coins of Yogendra Malla,
Vishnu Malla and Teja Narsimha Malia of
Lalitpur. ‘Karunamaya’ occurs on the coins of
some of the rulers. The coins of Jaya Prakasha
Malla of Kathmandu bear representations of
Pasupatinatha, Guhyesari, Taleju and Kamari.

~ In this context it may be stated pointedly
that Lokanatha and Vajrayogini, though belon-
ging primarily to the Buddhist pantheon, are
worshipped by the Saivities as well,

Though stupas and chatiyas are primarily
worshipped by Buddhist, they receive, the
reverence of the Hindus also, as the embodi-
ment of godhead as represented by Buddha,

2. Synthesis of Brahmanical and
Buddhist Deities

The figure of Mahankal in Kathmandu is
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an emanation of Akshobhya-as indicated the
imposition of his figure in -miniature on the,
forehead. Bodhisatwa Lokesvara under- the.
 name of Machchhendranatha and Taleju as a
manifestation of Slva—Durga and: Buddha Tara
combined are the popular deities of the folks.

Hanuman, the great devotee of Rama,
~is also included into the fold of Vajrayana
and it is a common experience to see Hanuman
ensconced on an elevated seat in both
Viharas and Hindu temples. The Mailla rulers
édopted ‘the figure of Hanuman for their banner
a_ind had his figure installed at the entrances
to. the royal palaces at Kathmandu, Bhaktapur
and Lalitpur respectively, giving rise in later
times to the name of Hanuman Dhoka, as
in the case of the old palace at Kathmandu.

Bhairava represents, after all, oneof themany
aspects of Siva ‘and receives homage from
Hindus and Buddhists alike. He is called
Matapode in common parlance. The figure
is marked by a mundamala(garland of human
skulls), and of course the snake that goes
with Siva.

Bhimasena, a hero from the pages of the
Mahabharatha, has bren defied by the Newar
traders, who worship him in the expectation
that they could bestow prosperity upon them
in their profession of commerce and trade. The
aitributes of Siva are applied to him in the
stotras (verses) of Pratapa Malla, who calls him
Siva-rupa.

King Pratapa Malla built a temple to house
an image of Vasuki in the form of Narayana
or Vishnu. Vasuki as the snake provides with
enormous coils a seat for Vishnu. The seperate
worship of the snake god is performed on the
occasion of Naga- Panchami in the month of
Sravana during the rains, because it is the
time when snakes issue forth from their holes,
The worship is performed as a propitiatory act,

both by Hindus and Buddhists alike. It is
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significant to note that ‘Ashi’ in the ‘language
of the Vedas means cold or rain,. Later on the
term undergoes a change in significance and
comes to mean a snake in classical sanskrit .
It is in the nature of a transferred .epithet, for
snakes issue forth during-the rains which pour
from the clouds, but the association between
water and snake is - unmistakably implied in
this transformation of the meaning . It is well
known that several species of snakes live in
water :

Buddha came to be regarded as an incarnation
of Vishnu as early as the 6th or 7th century,
as also Krishna, who was recognized as such
in the Amarakosha, a work of the 5th century,
wherein he was described as the son of Vasu-
deva. It was the Bhagavata - Purana highligh-
ting the Krishna cult that first recognized
Buddha as an incarnation, and the subject was
emphasized by the poet Jayadeva in his Gita
Govindam  several centuries later. But the
ravages of time have not changed the belief or
the equation, which fact accounts . for the-
commonness of many elements of Buddhlsm
and Hinduism.

The ideal of a steady-minded person
(feraas) is common to both, as emphasized
in the Gita and the Dhammapada, respectively.
to the extent of remarkable identity of phara-
seology in these two works.

Perhaps one of the oldest cults that prevail
in one form or another in the subcontinent
is that of the Mother Goddess. Tt can be
traced back to the days of the Indus Valley
civilization. She is said to be representing
various aspects of the mind such as anger,
greed, envy, arrogance, eavesdropping,
chimera and fault-finding. The cult of
the Mother Goddess in the form of Azima or
grandmother was universally in vogue in Nepal
and accepted by all and sundry. There is no
gainsaying that female deities in Buddhism
reflect and represent the aspects of the Matri-
kas of the Brahmanic_al religion, and their role



i > Buddhisth 4§ 6F-bonsidérable” 1mpbr'atanoe'
¥thwas Tkeeping: with this® “prificiple
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gmi dnibika (mothér ot “Parvaty; and U'ra-"

tata Nild=Sarasvati and- Ekajatd’ as representa—

tives of- Bhagavatz herself There again

itistanice ‘of: the ‘i':lmperceptxb}v

divergently : convergent Thrs Spmt underhes
and: emphasizes the equauon of Tulaja‘with the
Bhavani of the Brahmanical faith and Ugratarg
of the Buddhist eonception. o

‘It is curious to observe that the goddess
Sztala, pre51dmg over the  ailment ”of small-
pox; -also called Aazma, of whom there IS a
shirine at premises of the Svayambhu stupa 'is
feceiving the worshlpful véneration of Buddhlsts
under the name of Hariti. This “may be the
result of an adaptation or wholesalé adoptlon

as is seen in some instances of the adoption

of the Siva lznga itself  as the representatxve'

of the- Buddha in the mountainoius’ regxons
though ‘the instance of a deliberate adoption
as-well as adaptation is seen in the practice. of
worshiping the image of Pasupati at Deo Patan
as Buddha himself once a year. To retrace
our steps, Sitala'is considered s inauspicious,
riding on 'a donkey and being associated with
a broomstick,a winnowing fah and pitchers. The
thin véil which may separate the two deities are
waved away by the adoptive and tolerant spirit
of the adherents of both the sects.

- The cult of Kumari is observed in " Nepal,
especially in Kathmandu and Lalitpur, by both
Buddhists ‘and Hindus alike. The practice of
worshipping a living goddess— usually a young
girl—marked by auspicious signs and of noble
upbringing and nature, and chosen with' care,
is even now -in' vogue among the Hindus,
especially-of the Bengalis, who on occassions of
the Durga Puja attribute the qualities of Goddess
Durga to her and worship her in living form.
Within living memory, the worship of his own
virgin-consort, Sarada Devi, by Shri Ram
Krishna - Paramahansa of Dakshinesvara (Cal-
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Pridiict’
{hat ng”Pratapa Malla add‘r’éssed--"‘-'l/ajra) o

ihimistdkable
blending :of the-two falths whxch cah be'held'as’

celébration’ of a 'processxonal Feésfival” (Kumarz
Jutra) was introduced by Jaya Prakasha Malla,
and “it'continues to-this day as 4 well- entrenched
institution” in- the festive life"of " the s Nepaiese
It-is to: be:noted that: in’ this ahiial autumnal
festival the -chariots: of * Gariesa -“and - Bhiairava
respectively, proceed: that of “Kumati hersslf
The :selection: of :the living :goddéss is, howéver:
confined o the families'- of- Buddhist" priests
and both Hindus. and. Buddhists - pay- homage
to her as’ to: any other delty :

The case ‘of Ganesa is anothér ifistance in
point.Ganesa’s functionis primarly as a destroyer |
of evils and ‘obstacles, and bestower of - “SUCCESS
and in this.role. he has been adopted by the
Buddhists, from their Brahminical - brethern.
His figure is placed at the' entfance of
monastries and temples. He is variously-depicted
with two, four, six, eighteen, or twenty hands,
with an increaring number of attributes empha-
sizing the rising scale of the mighty epitomised
in the diversity of forms in with the deity of
forms in which the deity presents himself before
us. He is fully incorporated in the Vajrayana
pantheon conveyed by the Sadhanamala, and
the cult is known to have travelled  as far
apart-as China, with specimens in . the inter-
mediate region of Tibet. To cite only one
instance out of many, the sixteen-handed figure
of Ganesa in a shrine to the south-west corner
of Ranipokhari, opposite the north-west corner
of Ratna Park (Kathmandu), acompanied by
his spouse Siddhi (success personified) is very
distinctive. He is also the guardian of the

Bodhisattva Kumari and Mahankal ahke in
Nepal and leet

Yet another instance of syncretic synthesis
is provided by recumbent figure of Budhanila-
kantha (Anantasayana Vishnu) in a village to
the north-east of Kathmandu. He is respected
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also as Nilakantha Lokesvara by the Buddhists.
The name Nilkantha is an attiibute of Siva,
arising out of his swallowing of the Halahala
poison churned out of the ocean. This deity
has, therefore, aspects of Vishnu, Siva and
Lokesvara, claiming homage and reverence
from the worshippers of the respective folds.

Similary Gorakhnatha is associated together

with Machchendranatha with Lokesvara in
Lalitpur. Gorakhantha also participates in the
Bisket Jatra of Bhadgaon and of Vajrayogmni
in Sankhu. The images of I okesvara, Tara,
Pancha Buddhas, Prajna Paramita, Emanations
of Sakyamuni as well as the trinity gods
are placed in the niche of many monasteries.
It may be mentioned in passing that Bhadgaon
was slightly less influenced by Buddhism than
Kathmandu or Lalitpur.

3. Uniform System of rituals and
festivals

Cutting across the barriers of sects and
castes the Hindus and Buddhists of Nepal
have almost a uniform system of rituals
and rites. Both perform yajna, being the
most 1mportant of the rituals, as no ceremony
is considered complete without it. Charu,
a mixture of grains of barely, rice, sesame,
all soaked in ghee, is put into the fire at the

¥q

completion of the construction of a Stupag or a
temple. Ceremonial sacrifiices of goats buffaloes,
pigs, and fowls are also preformed by both
groups of people as part of Pancha--bali.

4. Conclusion

The Buddhists and Hindus cross each other
in religion and society, with no strife, but in
perfect accord, and with a sense of reverence
for the respective deities of each, often wor-
shipping deities in common as amply indicated
above .

The spirit of oneness and unity prevailent
among them has been strengthened by the
common participation in the various national
festivals, welding the diverse sects and peoples
into a united people and nation as in Japan.
Again, as in Japan, where the Buddhists have
adopted and incorporated salient aspects of
Shintoism ,their ancient religion, in their lives, the
Buddhists ot Nepal are not distinguishable from
their Hindu brethern, as they have adopted
vital aspects of the traditional and parental
faith with filial affection and piety. In fact, it
will only be an under-statement to ‘conclude
that Hindus and Buddhists live together in the
country as a lamp of light arising from a
wick soaked in oil and illuminate their moth-
erland with the common light of their souls.
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