
Additional record of Black-chinned Yuhina 
From: "Jack Cox" <jackcoxjr@yahoo.com> 

To: "Ishana Thapa" <ishana@birdlifenepal.org> 

Cc: "Hem Sagar Baral" <hem.baral@gmail.com>, "Carol Inskipp" 
<inskipp@btinternet.com> 

Dear Ishana, 

Saturday, 19 September, 2009 11:20 AM 

While writing up my birds notes from this year's trek in east Nepal I came across another record for Black-chinned 
Yuhina. Not sure if you can use it at this stage for the Additional Sightings! column in the upcoming issue of Danphe, 
but for what it's worth (with a few comments) here goes: 

Additional record (inserted in red text) for: 

Black-chinned Yuhina Y. nigrimenta. Five or 6 birds (not with other species) moving through tops of sal trees, 
occasionally descending to sub-canopy, mixed sal forest ENE of Waleng village, Arun River, ca. 540-550m, 4 May 
2009. At least 3 probably 4 or more in subcanopy tree tops, Pikhuwa Khola, ca. 780m, 6 May 2009. Up to 5 birds 
seen on 3 occasions (same flock?), not with other species, S of Bala village, Sankhuwa Khola, 5 June 2009 , ca. 920-
1 060m. At least 5 (without other species) in Besku Khola middle canopy tree tops, ca. 840m, 6 June 2009 (possibly 
same flock as previous day?). All sites in Makalu-Barun NP Buffer Zone. 

With observations made in 2002, I consider this species as locally fairly common in late spring at low elevations (500-
1000m) in the low Sankhuwa river valley, preferring fairly dense to dense sal forest mixed with other broad leaves, 
mostly evergreen. 

Black-chinned Yuhina keeps to the canopy and occasionally descends to the sub-canopy but rarely forages in the 
middle storey. I have not seen this species associate with other bird species. 

Jack Cox 19 September 2009 

Best wishes, 

Jack 

http://uk.mc870.mail.yahoo.com/mc/showMessage?sMid=2&filterBy=&midIndex=2&mid= 1_67325_ AD... 19/09/2009 
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A single bird was observed 3 June 2009 08h32-08h42 at ca. 1770m along a 
disused trail on the north slope of Chitre Dandal ca. 1 km SW of Sikidim villagel Bala 
Village Development Committeel Sankhuwasabha Districtl Nepal. Weather was clear 
and calm. Temperature in the shade about 23-25° C. 

Habitat at the site is a relatively open ravine of dense tangled thickets (shrubs 
with cascading Iianas and dead branches)1 ningalq scattered malingo, and tall 
herbaceous ground cover of nettlesl fern and a bit of Eupatoriuml set in dense . 
subtropical mixed broadleaf forest. Tree component not very tall l fairly mossy on 
trunks and limbsl but few epfphytes. Hibiscussp. prevalent nearby. Steep slopes 
with dense middle and lower storey vegetation. The shrubs and thickets are a result 
either of tree cutting years ago (>5?) or colonizing vegetation on an old landslip. 

A round brown bird resembling a Pnoepyga wren-babbler appeared suddenly in a 
small dark gap in the center of a thicketl ca. 0.5m from the peripheryl where it was 
observed unobstructed through binoculars from a distance of ca. 2.5 m. for ca. 1 
min before flushing to a hidden perch 4-5 m away. Bird initially curious about my 
presence but after a few seconds gave a rattlingl churry alarm call several times. 1-2 
min later a whistledl rather loud 'peeulf call was heard 4 times at intervals of a few 
seconds. The trailing ./ulf is much softerJ shorter and lower (heard only at close 
range?). A second call per Grimmettet al. (1998) was not heard. About 3 min later 
the bird returned silently and unobtrusively to the same perch. 

When observed in dim lightl the dorsal plumage characters were clearly evident. 
The most immediate and striking feature was a long dark greYI slightly decurved bill 
(approximately the length of the head)J giving a top-heavy appearance to the bird. 
Brown upperparts were finely streaked with pale brown from the top of the head 
into the mantle. Upper taill rump and wings were uniform brown l with no sign of 
spottingl streaking or barring. When the bird turned further to the side a short 
stubby (under?) tail was seen to be rufescent brown I the brightest brown on the ---
bird. A dark moustachial stripe (AIi and Ripley 1987; Grimmett et al.l 1998) was 
unrecorded; this part of the plumage was unnoticed before the bird flew off. 

When viewed for a second time through binoculars (and by.field assistant 
Birendra Rai)l the bird included a more dorsal aspect clearly showing most of its 
underparts. The throat appeared whitish; the center of the belly very pale (tinged 
yellowish?) and streaked heavily with wide long shafts of medium brown (or 
appearing as thin pale yellowish streaks against a brown background). Within 1 min 
the bird puffed out its belly feathersl then preened itself for 2-3 min. The pale 
streaking on the belly appeared distinctly broader when the bird was preening. The 
vent was not seen well l owing mostly to the dim lightl but appeared to be darkish. 
Legs were not seen. Dorsal plumage was the same as when initially noted. The bird 
did not respond to my imitations of its 'peeuh' calli and after ca. 4 min of c1ose
range observations disappeared through thickets away from us along the trail. . , . , . , ... 
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